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" Thiit w ise and honest trayeUer." 

John Morlet. 



EDITOR'S INTRODUCTION. 

IT is with peculiar appropriateness that these famous travels 
are once more given to the world. Just a hundred years 
ago the Suffolk squire accomplished his last journey, under cir- 
cumstances without parallel in history. He had quitted Paris 
towards the end of June, 1789, having come to the conclusion 
that, with the constitution of the National Assembly ''the whole 
business now seemed over and the revolution complete.*' With 
true British coolness he pursued his agricultural inquiries, this 
time taking an easterly direction. On the ever memorable four- 
teenth of July we £nd him at Metz, leisurely as any modem 
tourist inspecting " what was worth viewing " in the city. A 
few days later, on reaching Strasburg, he learns the great news : 
The Bastille has fallen ! 

The whole kingdom is now in a blaze. He sees famished 
mobs clamouring for bread ; he hears of seigneurs fleeing from 
burning chateaux ; he is roughly compelled to don the tricolour ; 
his liberty, even life, are menaced; yet the imperturbable 
Englishman goes on. 

The wind carries his first cockade into the river; he pur- 
chases a second, taking care to have it securely fastened, and 
although naively confessing the discomforts of travel " in such 
an imquiet and fermenting moment," the thought of turning 
back does not occur to him. 

Alone, unarmed, ignorant of the various patois — sole medium 
of intercourse in rural districts — our inquisitive and dauntless 
traveller visits one out-of-the-way region after another, appa- 
rently unconscious, whilst narrating these unique experiences, 
that his conduct was little short of heroic. 

The fittest introduction to the centennial edition of such a 
work is surely a survey of France in the present day — ^not made 
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in the Botundft of the British MuEeum or by the li 
side, but afler Attkur Young's own fashion — the fiuit o 
tigatiouB OB laboViousIy aud lovingly pursued aa those of my 
great predeeessor. I have row foUowed in hie footateps for up- 
warda of fifteen, years, visiting and reviaiting variaua parts of 
the noimtry described by him ao graphically on the eve of the 
Revolntion. Let na glance at the oontraste '^ picture of France 
DDdor tlie aucieu regime and under the Third Kep-jblic. 

His earliest jour»ey takes him in a south-westerly direction, 
through the Orleannaia and tbe Berri, where for the first time 
hemeetawith ^etayagg -"a miaorabie Eystem," he writes, "that 
perpetuates poverty and excludes inalraction ; " and he goes on 
to describe thefieIdEaB"eceneBofpitiablemaiiagement, and the 
honaae, of misery," 

Throughout the entire work we find metayage, or farming on 
half profits, condemned in the strongest terms, yet nothing has 
done more to improve the condition of the peasant and of hus- 
bandry within the last fifty years.' Uetayage, indeed, which is 
but another came for eo-operative agriculture, forms the 
stepping-stone from the status of hired labourer to that of 
capitalist; and whilst the metayer raises himself in the eocial 
scale, eitensive wastes are by his agency brought under cultiva- 
tion. 80 popular is "la culture il mi-fruits," that, according to 
the census of 1872, 11,162,000 hectares were in the hands of 
melayers, and 9,360,000 in those of peaaant owners. In 1880 a 
dimination is seen^lS per cent, of metayage to set against 21 
per cent, of proprietorship. Some parts of France are far more 
favourable to agricultural partnerships than others, "We find 
27,484 metairiea in the department of the Landes, 21,893 in the 
Dordogna, 11,632 in the Alher, 11,568 in the Gironde, whilst in 
the Haute Savoie and the Lozitre they may he counted by the 
hundred, the last-named numbering 325 only. In most casea, 
be it remembered, the metayer owns a bit of land. Two condi- 
tions are necessary to success : in the first place, the fermier- 
gdn£ral, or farm hailiff, must be dispensed with ; in the second, 
a good underBlanding is necesEary between the two contracting 

' See, for full information, the contribution of M. H. Bfludrillart of 
Hie Instltut to tlie ■' RETue des Duux Mondes," IsC Oct., 1>JSS, "!<%_ 
Mdtsyage en France et son avonir." jfl 
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parties— tlie one eopplyiog land, Etock, and implements, Uie 
other, majiual labour, all produce being equally aliared. From 
fifty to a hundred and £fty acres ia found to be tbe moat favonr- 
ftble Eize of a metairie. 

We will now consider the present etate of things in the Berri, 
K region about which Arthur Tonng has nothing to aay, except 
that the husbandr was poor and the people miBerehle. As all 
readers of Georges Sand know well, it ie a land of heaths and 
WQstee, but the extent of uncultiyBted tracts ia being reduced 
year by year. So rapid ie the progress that the great novelist 
hereelf wonld hardly recognize certain portions of the country 
she lias described so inimitably. What, then, must be the 
changes wrought in a hundred years ? The transformation ie 
partly realized by inspecting a pre- Revolutionary hovel. Here 
and there may be seen one of these bare, windowlesa cabins, 
now used as an out-house, and, in juxtaposition, the neat, airy, 
solid dwellinga tho peasant owners have bnilt for themselves. 

Poor years ago I was the guest of a country gentleman near 
Ch&teanrous, chef-lieu of the department of the Indre, formed 
from the ancient Berri. Formerly owner of an entire commnne, 
my bosthad gradually reduced his eetate by selling small parcels 
of land to his day-labourers. He informed me that, whUflt partly 
aotnated by philanthropic motives, he was commercially a 
gainer. The expense of cultivating anch large occupations was 
very great, and he could not hope for anything like the returns 
of the small freeholder. We visited many of these newly-made 
forme, with their spick-and-span buildings, the whole having 
the appearance of a little settlement in the Far West. The 
holdings varied in extent &om six to thirty acres, their owners 
being capitalists to the amount of &om two or three hundred to a 
thousand pounds. In each case the purchaser had built him- 
self a small but coomtodions dwelling, and suitable out-houses. 
The land was well stocked and cultivated, the people ' 
neatly and appropriately dressed, and the signs of general 
tentment and well-being delightful to contemplate. We next 
visited a mctairie of nearly fonr hundred acres, and here the 
fiirmstead was on a large scale; the metayer employed several 
labourers who were boarded in the house, as was formerly the 
~n certain ports of England, besides two or three duiy- 
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Artificial manures and machinery Lad here come into use; 
and if the culture could hardly be deGoribed as high fanmng, the 
land was oIbbu and very productive. The cordial relationa of 
" bailleu!" " and " preaeur," or owner and metayer, testified to 
the satisfaotorineBS of the arrangement. 

Not to be outdone by their rustic neighbours, the artizaus o( 
the Beirichon capital have, with few eiceptionB, become free- 
holders also. Suburban Chiteauroux has, indeed, been appro- 
priated by this class: the brand-new cottages and semi-detaolied 
villas on the outakirts of the town repreaenling the thrift of tiie 
mechanic-— an instance of self-help and eobriely hardly BtiQaOod 
throughout France. The houses were not only built for, bat by 
their owners, in spare momenta — another fact illustrating the 
innate economy of the Prench working man. 

In purely agricultural districts of the Indre, land has quad- 
mpled in value within the last forty or fifty years ; near the 
towna, of course, the rise has been much higher. 

Poitou is described by Arthur Young aa "an unimproved, 
poor, and ugly country. It seems to want communication, de- 
mand and activity of all kinds." Tha ancient province of 
Poitou comprises La Vendue ; but if wo turn to the tiiree care- 
fully drawn maps appended to the original edition of the French 
Travels, we find tlie very name, so conspicaous a few years 
later, omitted altogether. Such a blank need not astonish us. 
" Who had bo much as heard of La Vendee before 1793 ? " asks 
a French historian of the Vendean war, " Was it a province, a 
river, a mountain ? Was it in Anjoo, Brittany, or Poitou ? " 
Nobody knew, and, till the outbreak of the insurrection, nobody 
cared to inquire. Only one road traversed the entire country — 
that &om Nantes to La Bochelle — and on the creation of a de- 
partment, it was found absolutely necessary to build a town as 
chef-lieu, none of sufficient importance existing. Waste, brush- 
wood, heath and morass, with here and there patches of rye 
and buckwheat, occupied the place of the fertile fields and rich 
pastures that now rejoice the eye of the traveller in Bas Poitou. 
The transformation of recent years is starUing enough. On the 
occasion of my first visit to this province fifteen years ago, it 
was necessary to cross the great Vendean Plaine, from Poitou 
to BresEuire, by diligence ; since that period, railways have inter- 
ected the cuimtry in all directions — even the out'Of'the-in^H 
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s town of Fontenay'le-Comte, ao precioos to tlie archtBolo- 
giat, haa its branch line, whilBt Bohools, railway stations, and 
other buildings of public utilitjr Lave risen in all directions. Niort, 
ohef'ltBii of the Deux Sevres, part of the ancient Bocage, and 
Bcene of the most terrible gueriUa warfare of the Blancs and the 
Blena, now poaGeGses a railway station worthy of a capital. It 
may he briefly described as a town of 33,000 and odd bobIb, with, 
out a beggar. No ragg, dirt, or vagrancy meet the eye in these 
clean, wide, airy streets. The Yendean costume still prevails, 
and whilst all is primitive, rustic, and provincial, evidences are 
here of immense and rapid progress. The immediate entourage 
of the town is one vast irait and vegetable garden, the property 
of peaaant owners. Melons, tomatoes, and peaches ripen in the 
sun, pnrple grapes cluster yellow walls, and luxuriant vegeta- 
tion on all sides testifies to a highly favonied climate and boU. 
The produce of these market gardens is renowned throughout 
Fraaee. Two hundred acres are given up to the culture of the 

La YendSe is a region of large tenant farmfi, and one visited 
by me in the neighbourhood of Niort may be accepted as a fair 
sample of the rest. The occupation consisted of four hundred 
and fifty acres, let on lease precisely as in England. For aixty- 
five years it had been held by members of the same family — a 
fact speaking volumes for both owner and tenant. It had con- 
sisted in part of waste, let at a nominal rent to begin with, the 
sum being raised as the land increased in value. Mule-rearing 
for Spain ia one of tho chief resonroes of La Vendee, and we 
were shown upwards of forty young mules of great beauty, vaiy- 
ing in value from £30 to ^SO. The entire stock of the farm 
numbered seventy head of mules, horses, cows, and oxen, sixty 
sheep, besides pigs and poultry. Vineyards cover a tract of 
30,000 hectares in this department, but here, as in many other 
places, the phylloxera had wrought entire ruin, only the blackened 
stocks remaining. The tenant farmer I name, as is almost 
nniversftZly the case, owned a small portion of land. Very likely, 
bad inquiry gone back a generation or two, we should have found 
metayage the beginning of this prosperous family, their stepping- 
Etone from the condition of day-labourer to that of capitalist. 

Mnch larger holdings than the one just described exist in this 
part of France, and if the traveller takes a south-westerly direc- 
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tioD from Niort to the eea coast, be will eae a snccessioaof largs 
wolled-in. farmBteads reoelling the moated granges of the IeIs 
of Wight, the size and extent of the buildinga atteBting the im- 
portance of the occupation. 

Of Langnedoc Arthur Yoimg wcitea in a vei'y different strain' 
The pioture, indeed, drawn hy him of peasant owners round 
about Sauve and GangeB, in the department of the Gard, may 
well bear comparison with the traveller's esperieccee to-day. 

" An activity has been here," he writes, " that has swept away 
all difficolties before it, and has clothed the very rocks with 
verdure. It would be an inanlt to common sensB to ask the 
catiEB. The enjoyment of property must have dona it. Give a 
man the seours posseBsion of a black rock and he will turn it 
into a garden." 

Here it is necessary to put in a word of explanation. Our 
author sets down one-third of French territory as belonging to 
the peasant at the time he wrote. This is one of the few errors 
of a very exact writer. In reahty only a fourth of the soil be- 
longed to the people before tbe Bevolution, their little holdings 
having been acquired by means of inoredible laborioQsnesB and 
privation. Tiie origin and development of peasant property 
throughout France can only be touched upon here. We must 
go vei-y far back, farther even than the enfranchisement of the 
serfs by Louis le Hutin, in order to trace the progressive tranH- 
fer of land.' 

The Crusades, especially that of St. Bernard, broaght about a 
veritable revolution in the matter of land tenure. The seigneurs, 
impoverished by all kinds of extravagance, then sold portions of 
property, cot only to rich bourgeois and eeclcsiastics, buttotbeir 
own serfs, for the purpose of furnishing the necessary equipment. 
Many nobles thus Buoceedod in procuring ransom, forfeiting 
patrimony for their soul's good. 'The small owner by little and 
little contrived to better his position, and in the Etats Gen^rauz 
of 1481, summoned by the great Anne of France, for the first 
time we find &ee peasants taking part in a logialative assembly. 
The Tiers Etat as a political body already existed. 
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In the words of a living authority lately quoted,^ peasant 
property, far from being a deyice invented all of a piece and 
eairied by force of law, dates from a period long anterior to the 
Bevolntion. In some places the number of small parcels of 
land has hardly changed from early times. The sale of church 
lands had by no means the effects attributed to it. About one- 
third of these consisted of forest, which was added to the state, 
another third consisted of buildings and town property, the re- 
maining third, consisting of land, was sold in the lots actually 
existing without being divided at all, and the purchasers were 
for the most part well-to-do bourgeois. 

These observations have seemed appropriate, as much con- 
fasion still exists on the subject among ourselves. That peasant 
property is the direct, creation of the Bevolution appears to be 
we generally accepted theoiy in England. Had Arthur Young's 
travels heen read here with the atifcention paid to them by our 
French neighbours, such an error would have been cleared up 
long ago. 

The Gard, of which our traveller gives so glowing a descrip- 
tion, is by no means one of the most favoured departments. The 
phylloxera and the silkworm pest have greatly affected the 
prosperity of both town and country, yet the stranger halting 
at Le Yigan, or making his way thence to Millau in the 
Aveyron, fbids himself amid a condition of thiiigs usually re- 
garded as Utopian — a cheerful, well-dressed, self-supporting 
population, vagrancy unknown, and a distribution of well-being 
perhaps without a parallel in any part of Europe. Again and 
again will occur to his mind the famous passage with which 
Virgil concludes his second Georgic, that beautiful picture of 
pastoral happiness, which if imaginary in old Boman days, is 
BO often realized in the rural France of our own. 

Next Arthur Toung visits the Landes on his way to Bordeaux. 
Here extraordina^ changes have taken place within the last 
twenty years ; what then must be the transformation wrought 
during the course of a century ? Plantations, the sinking of 
wells, drainage, and irrigation, are fast fixing the unstable 
sands, making fruitful the marsh, and creating a healthful 
climate and fertile soil. Early in the present century the land 

^ M. H. Baudrillart, <' Contemporary Reyiew,'' May, 1886. 
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here was sold "an son do la vois;"' in otlier words, the 
accepted etasdard of meaEuremeiit was the compasa of human 
Inngs. The sttef oh of ground reached by a man's voice sold for 
a few &ancB. Crops are now replacing the ecant Iterhage of the 
salt marsh, and the familiar characteristio of the landscape, the 
Bhepherd's stilts, are already abnost a thing of the past. The 
ichasse, or in patois, chanque, a word dating from tiie Euglieh 
occapation, and derived by some anthorities from " shank," is 
Datnrally discarded bb the morass is transformed into soUd 
ground. Six hundred thousand hectares' of Lnndes planted 
with sea-pines produce resin to the annual value of fifteen 
million francs. 

This sohie tree, the piniis vtmilima, is here achieving a 
climatio revolution similar to the changes eSected by the febri- 
fugal Eucalyptus in the once fever-stricken plains of Algeria. 
The cork-tree, or ehene-Iiege, haa proved equally effective. 
Many arid tracts are now covered with magnificent foreatH of 
recent growth, not only affording a sonrce of revenue, bat trans- 
forming the aspect and climatic conditions of the country. Only 
an inconsiderable proportion of the Landes remains in its former 
state. 

Arthur Young's second journey takes him tlirongh Brittany 
and Anjou. Here also advance has been so rapid within onr 
own time that the traveller revisiting these provinces finds hia 
notes often or fifteen years ago utterly at fault. 

" Landea — landes — landea " (wastes, wastes, wastes), " a 
country possessing nothing but privilege and poverty," snoh is 
the verdict passed Iiy the SnffoUc squire oa Brittany in 17SB. 
The privileges were swept away with a stroke of the pen twelve 
months later ; the poverty, though an evil not fo be so summarily 
dealt with, has gradually given way to a happier state of things 
Of no French province can the economist now write more hope- 
fully. 

Were I to renew my acquaintance with the friendly tenant 
farmers of Nozay in the Loire Inferieure, described by me else- 
where, or the hospitable freeholders of Hennebont in the Mor- 
bihan, I should without doubt find many changes for the better. 
The Bahols into which the bare feet of both master and men, 
mistress and maids, were thrust a few years ago, have been. 
'0 K. Itecius, " G6ographie lie ia Franoe." 
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leplaced by shoes and stockings. Wheaten bread and butcher's 
meat find their way to many a farmhouse table. Cookery has 
improved. Wages have risen. Dwellings are built on a more 
wholesome plan.^ Intellectual progress, whilst hardly keeping 
pace with the spread of material well-being, is yet satisfactory in 
the extreme. When interrogated by travellers of our own day in 
French, the Breton peasant would shake his head and pass on. 
Only the ebbing generation now remains ignorant of its mother 
tongue. — --C 

'^~OSe cvalous omission must have struck most readers of the 
French travels. This quick and accurate observer who takes 
note of every object that meets his eye, who traverses the three 
historic highroads, diverging to the right and to the left in quest 
of information, never by any chance. ghatever mi^ntion^jk village 
school. Had such schools existed we may be sure that he would 
ti^^ited them, bequeathing us in a few graphic sentences an 
outline of their plan and working. The education of the people 
was a dead letter in France at the time he wrote. Here and 
there the cure or fr^res Ignorantins would get the children to- 
gether and teach them to recite the catechism or spell a credo 
and paternoster. Writing, arithmetic, much less the teaching 
of French, were deemed unnecessary. The Convention during 
its short regime (1792-1796) decreed a comprehensive scheme 
of primary instruction, lay, gratuitous and obligatory, but the 
initiative was not followed up, and the first law on the subject 
carried into effect was that of 1833. How slowly matters 
advanced in Brittany may be gathered from an isolated fact. 
So late as 1872 two-thirds of the inhabitants of the Ille and 
Vilaine could neither read nor write. It remained for the 
Third Bepublic to remove this stigma, and within the last 
eighteen years schools have sprung up in all directions. The 
department just named numbered in 1884 between seven and 
eight hundred alone.^ 

^ See M. H. Baudrillart, " Hevue des Deux Mondes," 15th Oct. and 
I5th Nov., 1884. 

* Daring the year spent by the present writer in Western France 
(1875-6), the following announcement often met the eye at Nantes: 
"Ecrivain publique, 10 centimes par lettre." Women servants who 
could read, much less write, were then an exception. The free night- 
schools opened by the municipal council rendered infinite service before 
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^^^^^ Agricultural progress has bean more rapid. Rotation cropS 
W and fouf-oourse farming hava long superaeded tlie ruinoaa 

I method of sowing tlie same eropa, generally buckwheat or oats, 

I for several years in snccBSHioti, followed by an eg^uallj long 

I period of fallow. Arthur Toang's oomar-stono of good farming, 

I a fine piece of turnips, may now he Been here as at his native 

I Bradfield. Artificial manures and maohinery are used instaEid 

I of the dried leaves and antiquated implements once in vogue. 

I Upper Brittany haa won for itself the name of the granary of 

western France, from its abundance of com. The Breton breed 
of horses and cattle is second to nono throughout the country. 
Between the years 1840 and 1880 upwards of 400,000 hectares 
of wastes have been brought under cultivation, and the process 
of clearing goes steadily on. 

To many oanses are due this transformation of a region bo 
long stationary. Foremost stands the great agricultural college 
of Grand Jouan, near Nozay, in the Loire Inferieure, founded 
in 1830. Our Suffolk farmer aighed for such an institution, 
and predicted the advantages that would acorue generally from 
training schools of practical and theoretic agriculture. Suo]i 
schools, alike on a large or modest scale, the latter called fermo' 
ficole, are now scattered all over France, Grand Jonon, pre- 
cursor of the rest, still retaining pre-eminence. Ita object is 
twofold: firstly, to form good farmers, gardeners, land-snr- 
veyoTB, and agricultural chemists ; secondly, to develop the 
progress of agriculture by the introdaotion of the newest ma- 
oliinery and the most improved methods, by farming high, in 
fact, for the benefit of outsiders. The curriculum occupies two 
years and a half; day students, many of whom beldng to the 
peasant class, are received at a cost of two hundred franos 
Y yearly. ( 

"It is Grand Jouan that teaches us to farm," remarked a 
tenant farmer of the neighbourhood to the present writer ia 
1875, when showing, with no little pride, a field of turnipB 
grown upon a layer of bone phoapliate. 

The spread of railways, the creation of roads and other fa- 
cilities of communication, must be taken into account, also the 

r the passing of the great cducaLional act of 1SS6. At tbe School Board 
kjdeetUiD, UiiBtiDgs, 18E9, many Toters could neither read nor nrite I 
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great advantages enjoyed by Brittany in respect of climate. 
Magnolias and camellias flourish out of doors all the year round 
at Nantes, and arrived at St. Pol de L^on (Finist^re) in No- 
vember, the tourist finds the soft; air and warm sunshine of the 
Bouth. The fruit and vegetables of Bosooff and other equally 
£Ebvoured spots produce sums that would have appeared fabulous 
a few years ago, much more in Arthur Young's time.^ The 
strawberries of Flougastel alone bring an annual return of half 
a million francs. These market gardens, varying in extent 
from two or three to twenty-five hectares, are the property of 
peasant owners, but here as elsewhere a great variety of land 
tenure is found. 

Metayage, whilst existing in the G6tes du Nord and the Loire 
Inferieure, is not regarded with much fiftvour by the Breton. 

so Tenant farming and ownership are more congenial to his some- 
what uncompromising temperament. The domadne congidble,^ a 
contract dating from the twelfth century, and of universal ac- 
ceptance fifty years ago, is now found only in Finist^re and 
the Morbihan. Nothing could be simpler than this arrange- 
ment — the owner handing over his land in return for a small 
rent, the farmer becoming possessor of outbuildings, if erected 
at his expense, stock and crops, both parties being at liberty to 

is separate under certain conditions, one of which was the reim- 
bursement of outlay. It will easily be seen that such a system 
would work well whilst the land possessed little value and 
capital was scarce. Nevertheless, the domaine congeable is still 
to be found in what we may well call a land of survivals. Two 
)f these unfortunately form a serious stumbling-block to pro- 
gress, and seem likely to outlast the picturesque costumes, the 
5ld-world traditions, even the ancient speech of the French 
Bretagne. JBeggary and intemperance, from time immemorial, "f^ 
Qave degraded a population characterized by many sterling 
jualities. So far back as 1636 ^ we find severe edicts against 

^ Nevertheless, in the space of five or six years the Revelation had 
quadrupled the resources of civilization and enormously developed mate- 
'ial progress throughout the country. — Mignet, vol, ii., p. 179. 

^ " Cong^ble. Tenure k domaine congeable, tenure avec faculty pour 
e bailleur de cong6dier k volenti le preneur, en lui remboursant son am^- 
rJl ioration." — Littr^. 

^ See H. Martin, vol. viii., p. 273. 
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diMinkenneBB in Brittany, compriHed ia the cekbrated judicial 
teforma of Francois I. and bis legists. Acoording to tbia 
Draoonion code, for the first ofTeace the punlshmeDt was a term 
of bread and water diet in prison ; for the second, flogging ; 
ease of inoorrigibility, Iohh of ears and httnisbment. 

iOrphanageB, induBtrial Hchools, benefit EoeietieB, and other 
philantbropio meaBureB are combating the first evil. The 
flecond, it is to be hoped, will dieappear with the gradual spread 
of eduoatioii and material well-being. 

Great is the ohange tliat awaits the traveller in sunny, liglit- 
bearted, dance'loving Anjou. The Breton peasant, taciturn, 
Teserved, yet hospitable, will set before Itis guest the best his 
larder affords — eyder, rye-bread baked weeks before, hard 
cheese, curds and whey ; in Anjou the Lousewife brings ant a 
white loaf, fresh batter and jam, wine, even liqueur. A lady 
tourist unaccompanied may safely entrust hereelf to a Breton 
driver. Throughout the long day's joarney aorosa solitary 
regions he will never once open his lips unlesa interrogated. 
But the English visitor in an Angevin eountry-honse is Boon I 
regarded as a friend by all the neighboiirs. Many and many a I 
time, tlie labours in the field over, the merry snpper taken out I 
of doors ended, have I bean invited to join the peasant folk in / 
the joyous round. Accompanied only by the sound of their I 
own voices, and needing no other stimulus, for ball-room a 
stretch of sward, for illuioination the etars, young and old for- " 
get the long day's toil and the carca of life in these innocent ■ 
Bacchanalia. Ofttimes the dance would be prolonged till near ■ 
midnight, the presence of a stranger apparently adding xeat to i 
the feativity ; but no matter how hilarious the mirth, how open- > 
hearted the Bense of fellowship, no unseemly jest, no indeooroua 
word, jars our ears. 3i 

"Maine and AnjoB," writes our traveller, "have the ftp- H 
pearance of deserts," and he goes on to note one feature of ths <t< 
country which even in our own time is opt to convey on idea of ko 
poverty. Throughout the department of the Maine and Loire, 'C 
formed from the ancient Anjou, may atill be seen those cave-]f« 
dwellings or Troglodyte villages which astonished Arthwlfo 
Yonng a century ago, ready-made habitations hollowed out o/lwi 
the tufa or yellow calcareous rock abounding in the departmenti 
-;Som,elimes in our walks and drives wo have ths backs 0~ ' 
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honses towards ub, and Bee only their tall chimneys riaing tijoi: 
behind the bedgea, Elaewhere we come upon a. vast cave, in shape 
like an amphithoatre, containing half-a-dozen cottages or human 
bnrrowE, crops and frnit-trees Soarishing overhead. Bat already 
in 1875 the darkeet and most comfortless Enbterranean dianikera 
hoi been abandoned, and on revisiting the country fourteen 
years later, X fonnd neat, new dwellings everywhere springing 
np, the homes of peasant farmers built by Ihamsolves, In the 
oommuae of St. Georges des Sept Voies I visited Bevernl new 
houses oonstraoted at a cost varying from £80 to £250, in every 
case most of the work being achieved by the owner. One 
well-to-do peasant was building for himself an eight.roomed 
house, or what in England would even be called a villa, with 
flower-garden in front, parlour, kitchen, and offices on the 
ground flour, above, four airy bedrooms. 

In the Maine and Loire the land is muoli divided, very few 
farms consist of a hundred hectares, by far the larger proportion 
of three or four only, or doseries. Yet between the years 1833 
and 1870 ' the value of land showed a rise of 50 per cent., and 
since that period progress has been far more rapid. The creation 
ofroads and railways, the use of artificial mannrasandmaehinery, 
the cross-breeding of stock.had in 1862 given the Maine and Loire 
the fourth rank among French departments, whilst in 1880 it 
stood first as a com-produoing country. Wine, com, and fruit 
are largely exported, and the slate quarries of Angers, the linen 
manaraetories of Cholet, employ thousands of hands, and bring 
in vast revenues, the latter in 1869 reaching the total of fifteen 
million &ancs. 

The desert that saddened Arthnr Tonng's eyes may now be 
described as a land of Goshen, overflowing with milk and honey. 

• The peasant wastes nothing ftcd spends little; he possesses 
Stores of home-spun linen, home-made remedies, oil, vinegar, 
honey, cyder, wine of his own producing. So splendid the 
climate, so rich the soil, that the poorest eats asparagus, green 
peas, and strawberries every daywben in season, and, as every- 

> one owns crops, nobody pilfers his neighbour. The absolute 
Hecnrity of unguarded possessions is one advantage c 
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' See " MemcFires i 



B la Society Industrielle de Maine et Loire," 
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property, the alisence of pauperism, anolhor. Eaoli commtma 
charges itself with the mainteconce of its sick or aged pooTi 
provided no members of their own family are able to nndertalM 
the duty. The liatefuIneBs of dependence and the Rtrong inn 
dncements to thrift held out by seonre poBaeeBion of the land^ 
render these public burdens comparatively light. Ab a role only 
intomperance or an accumulation of misfortunes rednoe 
French peasant to accept almB. 

The third journey covora an enormous area, and takaa ooK 
traveller into regions widely divergent both in rGspect of soenery, 
population, and reeouicea. He begins witli Champagne, traverses 
AJsBce- Lorraine, as the forfeited deportments of the Upper and 
Lower EHne are now oaJled, makes his way tkrongh the Jura, 
Burgundy, tho Bourbonnais, Auvergne, obtains a glimpse of tl 
IlhCne valley, visits the Papal Etate of Avignon and the Comtj 
de Nice, familiar in these dayB as the Hiviera, at the time ha 
wrote, an appanage of Savoy. 

It is curiona that, although fully recognizing the existence of 
peasant owners and, as has been seen, rendering ample jtu 
to their thriilj and laboriousnesB, ho never hbghis to have 
epected any of the tiny holdings passed on the road. Probably 
the poor people, hnmihated by want and aC kinds of wretched- 
ness, wonld have resented such an intrusion, feeling, in Bi 
tnral phrase, " Terily to see the poverty of the land art thoa 
come." In our own day nothing flatters the flourishing farm- 
ing folk of the Seine and Mame more than the visit of ai 
quiring stranger. They are never too busy to bo courteous, and 
the ourions in agriculture need iiot hcBitate to put a string of 
questions. What a contrast is presented by that reeorded oi 
veraation with a peasaat woman of Mars-la-Tour (Meurthe and 
Moselle) and chance acquaintance made with a housewife of 
easterQ France at the present time I 

Arthur Tonng describes his interlocutor as miserably clad, 
bent with toil, and although youthful, wearing a look of age, 
whilst the stoiy she poured out, was one of hopeless struggle 
and unmitigated hardship. The fannereas of the rich cheese- 
making country of Brie on Champagne Btill works hard, drive 
to market with ber eggs and butter, and even upon ooeasionBt 
lends a hand in the harvest held. But on Sundays and holidays 
ter neat cotton dress is exchanged for a fashionable toilette; 
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tor children receive a liberal edneatiort; when her danghtarB 
marry, they have a, dowry of several thousand poonde.' With 
Itesjniiig satisfaction and genuine hospitality Bho welcomes an 
English viaitor, offering new milk or cordials, delighted to show ■ 
her honaehold atorea of linen, her dairy and poTxltry yard. 
Upon one oooasion, aflei a long ramble amid the comfielda and 
vineyards near Coiiilly {Seine and Mame), I entered the shop of •. 
a village baker, and aelied for a. roll. The mistresB very kindly 
invited me into her hack parlour, brought out excellent bread, 
Brie oheese, the pleasant wine of the country, refnsing payment. 
HoEpitable instintts are fostered by prevailing ease and well- 
being. The little towns of this department all possess public 
baUis, personal cleanlinesB is a noteworthy feature, and beggary 
is nil. Here, however, we have under conaiderntion one of the 
wealthiest agricultural populationH of France — the eale of cheese 
alone at the Mesa: market reaches the sum of sis or eeven 
milhon francs yearly. Frait and vegetables are largely exported, 
the village cure, as well as his pariahioners, adding to income 
by the sale of pears and greengages. "Ton have cotne only just 
in time, ladies," said the vicaire of one of these villages to my- 
self and friends, bent on making a purchase, during the summer 
of 1878; "ahnost all my graengagaa are ordered for the 
English market. Ah ! those Ecgliaii, those English, they 
monopolize everything: our best fruit, and the island of 
Cyprus." 

The rich red rose, erroneoaaly called Provence rose, v/OB in 
reality introduced here by the GruEaders, but no longer forma an 
article of commerce. Frovins, ancient capital of La Brie, &om 
which the rose derived its name, is as piaturesq^ue a town as any 
in the oountry. 

The popularity enjoyed by Arthur Young on the other side of 
La Manche need not astonish us. Yet one passage of these 
Travels can but raise painful reSeolion in every conscientious 
and patriotic mind. Nothing can be more painful to ardent 
sympathizers with France and French character than a sojoum 
in Akaoe-Lorraine. The sorrowful, indeed agonized clinging ot 
bomAbatiana tothemother-oomitry, once witnesKed, can i 
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' I have hoorilof one ricb farmer's daughter of this district rectiTing 
m of froDCS, £4D,aOO, us her marriage portion. 
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v/'mg passage I^H 
a liusdred ye^B| 



bo forgotten. Eat wbo is able to read tlio folIowinE 
Bn Eaglisb triiTeller in tbe Bhine provincoE just a ~ 
ago, without bobib change of feeling ?- 

" In Saverne," writes Arthnr Young in 1789, " I found mysBlf 
to all ftppearanoeB in Germany. Looking at a map of Franco 
and reading hiatories of Louifl XIV. never tlirew his con- 
quest or seiEure of Alsace into the light which travelling into it 
did ; to cross a great range of mountains ; to enter a level plain 
inhabited by a people totally distinct and diifarent from that of 
France, with manners, language, idesB, prejudices and habits 
all different, made an impression of tbe icjiislice and ambition 
of sneh a conduct much more forcible than ever reading had 
done; 6 o much mora poweriiil are things than words." How- 
a-days, if you question a blue-eyed, fair-haired, square-bniK 
peasant girl of Alsace-Lorraine as to ker origin, she will glance 
round abyly to asBure LerseK that there are no unfriendly 
listeners, and proudly reply in the tongue of her primitive 
ancestors, recently the conquerors of the fatherland, " loh bin 
Franzosiscb geboren" (I am French by birth). "When spending 
an autumn in Alsace -Lorraine five years ago, I found Mulhoufie 
still a French town in every respect but name. " Nous sommea 
plus Frangais que les Franijais " (we are more French than the 
French tbemaelves) was the universal sentiment of rich and 
poor expressed without reserve in EngUsh bearing, A system, 
of repression only to be compared to the Russian rule in Poland, 
and wholesale immigration of bom Fmseians, is gradually 
forcing a hated nationaUty upon this population so susceptible 
and so warm-bearted, uniting tbe graces of tbe French character 
with the sturdy qualities of tbe Teuton, 

Thrioe unhappy Alsace I In tbe position of a beautiful and 
richly -dowered orphan — aUke (be darling and the prey of 
jealous foster-parent after another — the ill-fated country seems 
doomed to perpetual disenchantment and betrayal; her aF 
tions no sooner firmly implanted than they are torn np by 
bleeding roots. 

Of Fronche.Comte not much is seen, the traveller's plans 
being disarranged by local disturbances. He does, however, 
pass tlirough the departments of tbeDoubsandtbe Jura, formed 
&om tbe ancient domain of Mary of £urgundy. Here, again, 

'B who know ovjry inob of the road are atruok by what at first 
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^ an unaccountable omisBion. No leferenca is made to 
the nnmeroua village industries wliich now cbaracteriEe tlia 
eonntry, not only from the economist's point of view, bat also 
adding peculiar featuraa to the landecope. In the remotest 
valley of the Jura, breaking the Bohtnde of pine foreBts, micghng 
their din with the roar of mountain torrents, la now heard the 
sound of mill-wheels and eteam hammers, tall factory chimneys 
not a little detracting from eoenery inimitably described by 
Hnskin. Whilst the majority of the inhabitants lead a pastoral 
life, and cheese-making is oiirried on everywhere, hardly a ham- 
let but poBsesses its epecial manufuctory or handicraft. Turnery 
and wood-carving at St. Claude, gem poliEhing at Septmoncel 
and Oyonnai, clock and Bpectacle making at Morez,' employ 
thouBonds of bands ; whilst among exports of lesser importance 
figure wadding, gum, clack coses, bottles, and baskets. Many 
of these trades are pursued hy the craftsman at Lome and on 
his own account. Hours aUke both pltesant and profitable 
have I spent in these cottage ateliers, chatting with my hosts aa 
they worked, the clean little room opening on to a tioy garden, 
the baby and the kitten sporting in the sun. 

The woodoarvers are veritable artists, and their elegontly 
carved pipe-stems find their way to the remotest oorners of the 
earth. 

Ciamond polishing and turnery were carried on in the Jora 
Heveral eenturles ago. For the most part, however, village 
indostries, as well as village schools, were ignored by Arthur 
"tonng, because they did not exist. Wliea, in 1789, he passed 
within a. few miles of the marveUonsly placed little cathedral 
city of St. Claude, the all-pnissant connl-bishop, inheritor of the 
rich abbey and its seigneurial dependencies, had only Just been 
compelled to enfranehise his forty thousand serfs. These bond- 
servanta of a Christian prelate, whose cause the so-called atheist 
Voltaire bad pleaded magnaniniously in vain, were up to 
that time mainmortable — that is to say, if childless, they had 
no power to beijueath their property, which accrued to the 
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' This bmellme resolves ilaelf into a scienlific study of noies! — along- 
nosed naticiii requiring one kind of spectacles, a sliopt-nost'd people an- 
cdiar, and so on. A pair of spectactes can be made here fur liu'ee half- 
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The country was not without resourceB, bat its revenues dWB 
not enrich the tiller of the eoil. From early times the wliital 
wines of the Jura were celolirated throughout Fmnce. " I have J 
some wine of Arbois in ray cellar," wrote the gay Goecod^I 
Henry IV., to tho Duke ile Mayerne on their reconciliation,B 
"and I send you two bottles which I think you will i 
dishke." 

The pretty little town of Arbois Sa worth visiting, not only for 
the sake of tasting its matchless wine, but also for its scenery — 
the valley of the Cuisance is indeed n corner of Eden. The soil 
is poor and the land minntely subdivided in the Jura, yet the 
condition of the peasant is now one of comparative ease and 
entire independence. Both morally and intellectually tliese 
mountaineers rank high among the rural population of France. 
An excellent notion of the mental capacities of the small land- 
owners may be obtained by attending a sitting of the Jage de 
Paix, The skill and readiness with which they stats theiz 
cause and act the part of their own advocate are remark- 
able. For the most part the ijuarrek among neighboura 
arise from contested boundaries ; the judge, after padently 
hearing both sides of the question, SBltles matters for once 
and for all by visiting the epot, and in person fixing ths9 
landmarks. 

The villages of the Doubs, especially Omans, home of ihi 
painter Conrbet, so picturesquely placed, are also active ci 
of industry : kiisoh, fabricated from cherries of local lei 
absinthe, tiles, nails, wire, are largely manufactured, to s 
nothing of the Gruy^re cheese, the staple product of Franchw 
Comte. The Revolution in a few years metamorphosed entin 
regions. From this period dates the famous watch-making ci 
marcB of Besangon. Introduced by the Convention in 1793, 
now carried on so eslensively that out of every hundred watche? 
manufactured in France, eighty-sis come Irom the chef-Hen 6 
the Doubs. In 18S0 the number of hands thus employed 
reached a total of 4G,0CK). The Bisontin walolunaker oftol 
works on his own account ; and here, as at Chilteaiirous ii 
Indre, is witnessed a striking exampla of thrift among tha 
artizan class. Many of these working watchmakers contrive b; 
dint of extreme laborionsnesa and economy to purchase a v" 

•I garden in the suburbs. They build a summer-house, a 
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KbAlet, and with wives and ohildien there spend Siuidaj'S 
.„., lidays amid their fruit and flowers. 

From Franolie Comte our traveller roaches Burgundy and the 
BourbonnaJK. In the neighbourhood of Autun {Sailne and Loire) 
he tells 113 that ho looked for fat farmers, and fonnd only 
I starving melayeiB. The department is neither pre-eminent in 
the matter of agriculture nor of social advance, yet it is a eight 
Qow-a-daya to see "the fat farmers" at the September fair of 
Autan, From early moroing they pour into the town, some in 
gigs or hooded carriages, with wife and children, others on fool. 
and the greater number driving their cattle — the splendid whito 
Dsen known as tlie Morvan breed. Theae peasant farmers 
under the bhie blouse shining broad cloth, and betako them- 
aelvBs at midday to tbo first hotel in the place, there to enjoj 
the table d'hdte breakfast ; but no sooner is businesa over, with-; 
out losing a moment, itnt«mpted by fireworks and other enter- 
tainmentB, all eet ofT homewards. Snob experiences enahlo 
to nnderstund the stability and solid wealtli of the French 
&rmer. lie is not above work, and does not disdain the 
uniform of labour. 

The same strict attention to daily 
occasion of a general election. Just before attending 
these cattle fairs of Atitun I happened to be staying at St. 
Honorfi-les- Bains, in tbo adjoining department of the Ni6vre, 
when an election took place. The peasant farmers, although 
the day was Sunday, performed their electorat duties with the 
ntmost despatch, and returned to their homes. 

iiuch of the scenery of this part of France has an English 
look. We see fields set round with lofty hedges, winding lanea, 
sweeps of gorse and heather, alternately recalhng Pevonshire 
and Busses, Here are found tenant farms, large properties 
cultivated by their owners, small holdings parcelled out among 
tbo peasants and metairies. 
I It was inevitable that a traveller in Arthur Young's time 

should miss many objects of striking interest on the way. 
first itineraries of France seem to have been inspired by the 
Englishman's esample — I allude to the voluminous worka of 
Millin and Va3rsse de Villiers published in the early part of thi 
present century ; the departmental system had not as yet created 
I* grepB'i map, or, in the strict acceptance of the word, PwncJi 
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geograpLj. AruLieoIogy was a dead letter, and tot; litfls 
interest v/as felt, even by educated people, in the scoiiery or 
curioBities of their native land. Thus he halted at Anray, and 
there was no one t« point out the great etone avenues of Oarnao 
and the dolmens of Locmoriakor ; ho pasEed throngh Aisace, 
ignoring the famous shrine and grandiose site of St. Odille, ex- 
tolled by Goethe in his poetic reminia fiances. Arrived at Autun, 
he Traa within easy reach of AvaJlon, so nobly towering over thftj 
beautiful vaUey of the Cousin, and of the abbe; charch o9 
Vfizfilay, unique in splendour and of unique renown. Here,^ 
too, he was on the threshold of the little Celtic kingdom of the 
Morvan, where village communism, as existing among patri- 
archal tribes, remained in force till our own day, and where the 
stalwart hnsbasdman stUl throws over his shoulder the Gallia 
sagum, or short cloak, worn by the contemporaries of Vercinga-J 
torix. The last village commune was broken op in 1848. ~' 
inhabitants of this most picturesque, but nnproductive, oou: 
depend largely on industrial earnings, many migrating to Far 
and other towns, and there pursuing various trades during pat 
of the year. The carious "flottage i biiches perdues," ■ 
ing of loose logs, a speciality of the Morvan, gives work t 
thousands of men, women, sJid children at certain si 

A wretched village occupied the site of the world-famous ir 
foundries of Le Crensot, when Arthur Young journeyed froni 
Autun to Nevers in 1780. These works, now covering a supst-fl 
ficies of three hundred acres, and employing ten thousand hands, 
have developed into a town almost tripling the respective popu- 
lations of the above-mentioned towns, chefs-lieux of the SaGue 
and Loire and the Ni&vre. 

From " the mild, healthy, and pleasant plains of the Boiu> J 
bonnais," he passed into Auvergue, obtaining a glimpse of '" thm^ 
rich Limagne," of which Mr. Earham Zincke has giver 
exhaustive account. The Velay is rapidly traversed, i 
chSteau of Polignac vieited, already descried by its owners, tha 
thankless proi^yis of Louis XVI. and Marie Antoinette. " 
its ruined battlements and prison towers, the tourist n 
holds a heart -quickening scene of rural ease and smiling ferlilityjM 
far and wide the beautifully cultivated plain, with ii 
crops, not one inch of land wasted, the whole forming a briUianti 
patchwork of green fields and yellow com, whilst dotted hel 
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Ebere are ne&t little Iiomeste&de cmd posturlae £ocka and 

From Le Puy, cUef-lieu of the Haute-Loire, in spite of 
wretched iiina and troublous times, Mootclimar on the Rh6n6 
is reached, at tliftt time belonging to Datiphine, in our own, clief- 
liea of the Dr6me. Here he describea " momitains covered with 
cbeetnata and various articles of cultivation, which in districts 
not waste or volcanic, are waste, or in a great measnre naeless." 
Until the ravages of the phylloxera, the choicer vineyards of the 
Dr6me sold at the rate of CO.OOO francs the hectare; hat the 
mannfaetures of Great and Romans now constitute the chief 
wealth of this department. 

Nest he viaila Avignon and the country of Venftissin, de- 
Bcrihed as " one of tlie richest districts in the kingdom," and 
followed by a picture of Vaucluse no traveller has as yet sur- 
passed. It was not till two years later, be it remembered, that 
the Papal state of Avignon and the httle Comte Venaissin were 
incorporated into French territory at the request of the inhabi- 
tanta, forming, with the principality of Orange and a portion of 
Provence, the department of Vaucluse. The supersession of 
madder by chemical dyes, and the phylloxera have of late years 
greatly diminished the revenues of this wealthy region, which, 
if viaited in summer, almost persuades the stranger that he is in 
the East. Nothing can be more Oriental than the veteran fig- 
trees, the peach orchards, the olivo groves, all veiled with finest 
white dust beneath a burning blue sky. 

Here may be said to end Arthur Young's survey of France on 
the eve of the Itevolation, an enterprise altogether original, and 
carried out under extraordinary circumstauces. We need not 
feelaetomslLment at the great popularity enjoyed by his work on 
the other aide of the Channel, WMlat many fairly educated 
English folk have never so much ae heard the author's name, 
it is &miliar to every schoolboy in France. The Suffolk squire's 
scaihing summiiig-np of the anoien regime, " Whenever you 
Btumhle apon a grand seigneur, even one that is worth millions, 
you are sure to find his property desert," is cited in the elemen- 
tary histories for public schools approved by the minister of 
education. Whilst, moreover, English students have been 
hitherto compelled to resort to the British Museum or wait 
long ajid patiently for an expensive copy of these Travels to 
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xq^ mi M aMODdhmd bookieDer^s, miAbridged edition after 
mdxiiOL hw i^oeAsvd in Pazis.^ 

Anhcr Tn22|r dii sot hesitate to tell his French readers 
iumif iumii b:az>^-tr=ibi;. apparently taken in excellent temper; 
iiif jmizriiiL iLToa I* dftaezibed, for all that, as one long, gracefol 
asc&f v-je^nieri c£ cyzjTtesies and hospitalities, recorded in an 
%pi wxiez. aiTUiif lile international friendship was rare in- 



Tm 'io*')k has £?¥.a:«T claims upon French sympathy. In 

jQiiu n: ntrUkH. :«s«rradans« it is a yindication of peasant pro- 

i^'TTT tki)£ Uj«^ LfrMcDon, the two cardinal points of French 

KeiKU. T'r^'isi. ziifr ±rsi pa£!e to the last, he sets down the abject 

¥B»%7Ai«<kch»» of ibe T«i£i^e aci the stagnant condition of trade 

an<l cjusLSDers* »r had ^c-Termnent. Bnt another adage of onr 

*' W3M az)£ hxiDei:i tmieuler.'^ bis iamons axiom, " The magic of 

nrnntfrrr rcru saais to C'^li/* eqnally with improved adminis- 

smxKTr.. mnsM a^sccxmx for tbe contrasted picture that now meets 

ACT WW, Ty iht lic^t cif after-events he was led to modify his 

uMfts r-nz^Mrxiizu: lib^ etssabHshment ci a democracy in France. 

T^n: bf baa aZzYtair firen his experiences to the world ; he 

jv)i;k£ !><*< x:i}^r t^ c5m of bis published work, and the ohser- ' 

^-si'ow ^snnisfta zr ir bis fnal chapter, to quote a great living 

mC};^ ^v^crsf *** a }c:it£Ci&s criticism of the most important side 

/c u?< 7irr,vxisiar;« worth a hundred times more than Burke, 

T^Mv a3)£ VasTKis^ all pot together. Young afterwards be- 

<nur< 7ltf.?^-f:I7i^^lK:, bet bsi book remained. There the writer 

«3icnMC%K«F 'viib^'vst iK^pe or invective the intolerable burdens 

S3^£MC m-b»th ib» <?Ma masi of the French people had for long 

yf«u¥ Swr ^>>aT'-r^p. It was the removal of those burdens that 

ninot iirf vfCT bMct's core of the Bevolution, and gave to 

»«v>r ii-jbi xitw liS» wbidi so soon astoniflhed and terrified 

^.T^-' JL7!:ib£7 Tcccz^'s itexTieoB to agriculture we have no space 

Tv!ftn;« *K-tB»3ii m^Ms WK printed by cider of the Conyentioii, 
nW. «:acr^M;jiA£ jyfcrr^iriwV ia ewry oommane. " Ce que," dit le 
V iiis«rv ^ r ^xcforqcr* Gsn^ ** ccffltribna rapidement et sensiblement i 
ttv^atiivv^Mfc jw oiil JCCLX c&es coUines en rignes fi^ndes, et les plaines 
»>«i:nA.>iisv>te i Ife r«*qsttr Mi grw pkonges.'' — Grant, M^moires^ sor Is 

<U*-4tfv' >T J,'^* M««ey v^ English Men of Letters "), p. 162. 
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to enter here. They have been briefly indicated by the bril- 
liant, but all too rapid, historian of the English people. ** The 
nmnerons enclosure bills," writes Mr. Green, ** which began 
with the reign of George the Second, and especially marked 
that of his successor, changed the whole face of the country. 
Ten thousand square miles of untilled land have been added, 
mider their operation, to the area of cultivation, while in the. 
tilled land itself the production had been more than doubled 
by the advance of agriculture, which began with the travels 
and treatises of Mr. Arthur Young." 

His claims are not only those of a foremost agriculturist, an 
indefatigable promoter of the arts of peace, a citizen of the 
world in the widest acceptation of the name. He had pondered 
long and deeply on those social and political problems that 
occupy thinkers of our own day. Eminently practical, he yet 
indulged from time to time in the loftiest idealism. **Why 
may not the time come," he writes in an early work, ** when 
the whole world shall be in a state of knowledge, elegance, and 
peace ? " Scattered throughout his writings we find, side by 
side with a statesmanlike grasp of facts, veritable flashes of 
inspiration, a deep philosophical insight into the possibilities 
of human progress.^ 

' In one of his priyate note-books Arthur Young writes that the 
manuscript of the French Travels went through a most careful process of 
excision before being submitted to the printer. He adds, *^ I am strongly 
of opinion that if nine-tenths of other writers would do the same thing, 
their performance would be so much the better, for one reads very few 
quartos that would not be improved by reducing to octavo." 

Another interesting fact recorded is the item of expenditure. The first 
journey, lasting just upon six months, cost £118 15«. 2cL The second 
journey, of eighty-eight days, cost just £61, or at the rate of fourteen 
shillings a day, about the sum an economical traveller would spend in 
France at the present time^ obtaining naturally much more comfort for 
his money* 



My warm thanks are due to Mr* and Mrs. Arthur Young, 
grandson and granddanghter-in-law of the great agriooltnristy 
without whose kind assistance the following memoir oonld not 
have heen written. The materials were placed at my disposal 
whilst enjoying the hospitality of Bradfield Hall, the modem 
mansion occupying the site of Arthur Young*s old home. 
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ARTHUR YOUNG was bom Sept. 11, 1741, at Whitehall, 
but this aooident of birthplace does not deprive Suffolk of 
a distinguished son. His home from the first, as it remained 
throughout the greater part of his life, was Bradfield Hall, of 
Bradfield-Combust, near Bury St. Edmunds, a propef^'^eld 
by the Young family since 1620. He was the youngest son of 
the Reverend Dr. Arthur Young, Prebendary of Canterbury 
Cathedral, chaplain to Arthur Onslow, Speaker of the House of 
Conunons, and rector of Bradfiield, and of Lucretia, bom, de 
Coussmaker, a lady of Dutch extraction, whose family accom- 
panied William III. to England. Mr. Speaker Onslow and the 
Bishop of Bristol stood sponsors for the boy, appropriate inaugura- 
tion of a life destined to be spent in the best company. From 
his father, an extremely handsome man six feet in stature, and 
the author of a learned work commended by Voltaire, he in- 
herited good looks, a striking presence, and literary facility; 
from his mother, an inordinate craving for knowledge, and 
conversational powers of a high order. He describes her as very 
amiable and cheerful, fond of conversation, for which she had a 
talent, and a great reader on a variety of subjects. She brought 
her husband a very large dowry, and no inconsiderable portion 
of this handsome jointure seems to have been swallowed up in 
the speculations of her son, one of the greatest agriculturists and 
least successful practical farmers who ever lived. 

We can easily imderstand Arthur Young's love of rural life 
and keen appreciation of scenery, after a visit to Bradfield, 
reached from Mark's Tey on the Great Eastern Railway. It is 
a sweet spot, in the near neighbourhood of much of the beau- 
tiful ooimtry with which Gainsborough has familiarized us. 
Alighting at the quiet little station of Whelnetham, we follow a 
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winding road OTerhung wiili loflj elms, that Icails to the vil- 
lage; or in 811 mm Br, knBe-deep in wild Sowers and waviiig' 
.grasses, we may take a traveree through the lucadowf!, their 
lofty hedges a tangle of eglantine and honeysuckle, on every 
aide stretohes of rich pasture, cornfields, and woods. The 
place haa a very old-world look ; here and there, between the 
trees, peeps a whitewashed cottage, with overhanging thatobed 
roof, or a farmhouse of eq^ually rustio appearance, vety Uttle 
modemization having taken place in these regioss. 

The Suffolk farmer, as Arthiir Young modestly calls himsolT, 
was In reality a cotmtry squire. His old home has been re- 
placed by a Gothic mansion, but nothing can be more equirarcbal 
than the well-wooded park, ornamental water with its swans. 
Queen Anne's garden and stately avenues, leading to ohureh 
and lodge, which remain as they were in his own time. Oppo- 
site the gates of Bradfield Hall stands the village ale-house, no 
quainter, more antiquated hostelry ia rural England. Between 
park and village, consisting of church, rectory -house, and a 
dozen cottages, lies the broad, elm-bordered road leading to 
the railway station. This is tlio oldLondon coach road followed 
by our traveller when setting forth on his French travels a 
hundred years ago, enterprises regarded by his family mad aa 
those of Don Quixote himself. 

Entrancing as were these adventuresome journeys, wo can 
fancy with what pleasure he hailed the first glimpse of Brad- 
field on returning home safe and sound from one expedition 
after another. 

As happens with bo many men of genius, Arthur Young owed 
little to schools or schoolmasters. He was £rst sent to the 
grammar school at Lavenham — that exquisitely clean, pic- 
turesque village, with its noble cathedral — no other name befits 
the church — lying between Sudbury and 'Whelnethani. 

" I was sent to this school," he writes, " in order to learn the 
Latin and Greek languages, with the addition of receiving 
instruction in writing aad arithmetic, taught by a m.an who 
attended every day for that purpose ; but whether from my 
being a favourite of his, or having my attention too much 
affected by frequent visits to Bradfield, I afterwards found my- 
self so ill-grounded in those languages, that for some time befora. _ 
leaving school I found it necessary to give mach attention i^M 
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WOTBT lost time. My mother soon bonght me a little while 

ony, ■which was sent every Saturday io bring me home, and 

bough the plan was tliat of returning every Munday morning, 

'et the weather or some other oironniBtance would often occaaioa 

[elays, not ft Httle injuriouB, The latter part of the time I had 

pointer and a gun, and went out with the master. I had alio 

room to myself and a, neat colleotion of bookB, and I re- 

lember beginning to write a history of England, thiniing that 

I poald make a, good one out of several others. How early began 

my literary follieel I seemed to have a natural propensity to 

iVrlting books." Pretty well this for a boy of nine or ten I All 

readers of the " Travels in Franco " will remember Arthur 

'oung's love of music and the drama. Hifl diary shows at what 

early age those tastea were fostered. In hie thirteenth year, 

tells U3, he is taken to London, seoa Garriok in tragedy, and 

UB the Meeeiah. Another characteristic, ei^ually famihar to 

, is his deep admiration of personal beauty, and his delight in 

be sodety of graceful, attractive women. This, too, we £nd a 

lalure of his somewhat precocious boyhood. 

'• What commanded more of my attention," he writes, " waa 

branch of learning very different from Greok : it was the 

issons I received from a dancing -master, who came over once 

week from Colchester to teach the boys, and also some young 

idles. Two of these in succession made terrible havoo with my 

eitrt. The first was a Misa Betsey Harrington, a Lavenham 

jrocer'fl daughter, who waa admitted by all who saw her to be 

ttnly beautiful." 

On quitting Lavenham, his destiny remained for a moment 
undecided. His father wished him to be sent to Eton, and 
ftieuoe to one of the Universitiss. His mother opposed the 
Kheme, and he was apprenticed, with a premium of £G00, to a 
IiiBteantile firm, at Lynn. He wrote of this resolve in a strain 
tJregret those who come after him cannot share. Had paternal 
bfluttuae prevailed, bo tdUs ua, his life might liave been very 
Mffleut, Originality ia nowhere more refreshing than in the 
Chnroh. It ia pleasant to &ncy Arthur Young a bishop. But 
*lut other pen wonld have given us that inimitable picture of 
■*f»l Franco on the eve of the great Eoyolution? Who else 
have fought ao vahantly the cause of tlje farmer at 
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"Every oirconiBtance," he tella ne, "attendiDg tliia new 
BitnatioQ was most fletestabje to my ieelitigs, till I eiTeoted An 
improvement by hiring a lodging, surrounding myself with 
boobe, and bei^omiiig acquainted with a Miss Bobertson, the 
daughter of the elder partner. She was of a pleasing figure, 
with fine black, eipresaive eyes ; danced well, and pertormed on 
the harpsiohord, aa ahe received inBtrnctiona from Mr. Bumey 
(Dr. Bumey, the author of ' The History of Music '), then a 
person in the highest estimation for his powera of conversation 
find agreeable manners." In these interesting reminiscencBS Its 
apeakfi of the great foppery prevailing in dresa— a weakneaa 
from which he was not himself exempt, as the vivacious Fanny 
Burney will tell ua by-and-by. His estraordinary — wo are al- 
most tempted to aay abnormal — energy becomes apparent in 
these early days. The fature author of a history of agrionlture 
in ten folio volumea was already buay with the pen, writing 
pamphleta " On the Theatre of the Preaent War in America," and 
kindred topics, for each of whicli he received the Talue of ten 
pounds in books — an arrangement between publisher and literary 
aspirant that might, perhaps, be judioioualy followed in these 

In 1759, being just twenty, he left Lynn, "without education, 
pursuits, profession, or employment," he writes despondinj^y. 
His father died during the same year. Somewhat later, whilst 
at Bristol recmiting from illnesa, his skill in chos a- playing 
attracted the attention of a military authority, who ofTered him 
a commission in a cavalry regiment. If we could ill have 
spared Arthur Young for the Church, atill more should we have 
begrudged him to the army. Again his mother interfered, and 
poaterity owes her a debt of gratitude. Instead of eTchanging 
bullets and sabre thrusts with bia Frenoli neighbours, Arthur 
Young was now destined to the more paciGo international give- 
and-take of roots and seeds. He bocame liom that time B 
farmer. 

"I was absolutely destitnto of all means of advancement in 
any path of life that promised an independent support. So 
aituated, I could hardly fail of following the maternal advice, to 
try what fanning oould do. I rented a amall farm of my 
mother's, and farmed from 1763 to 1766, Having taken a 
Bcond farm that was in the hands of a tenant, I gained some 
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knowledge, but not much ; and the painful effect was to con- 
vince me that, to understand the business in any perfection, it 
was necessary to continue my exertions for many years. And 
the circumstance, perhaps, of all others in my life which I most 
deeply regretted, and considered as a sin of the blaekest dye, was 
my publishing the result of my experiences during these four 
years, which, speaking as a farmer, was nothing but ignorance, 
folly, presumption, and rascality. The only use which resulted 
from thesfi years. waata eaabla-ma ta-viaw the farms of other 
^]2g? with ftp flyft^ mora ^inmnTninafiVn than I could possibly 
have done without, that practice^ It was also the occasion of 
my going on the Southern Tour in 1767, the Northern Tour in 
1768, and the Eastern in 1770, extending through much the 
greater part of the kingdom ; and the execution of these tours 
was considered by all who read them (and they were very gene- 
rally read) to be of most singular utility to the general agricul- 
ture of the kingdom." 

It will not escape observation that these jottings of old age, 
interesting at they are, err on the side of redundancy and 
epexegesis. We wholly miss the vivacity, terseness, and vigour 
of the French Travels. 

At twenty-four he married Miss Martha Allen, of Lynn, 
sister to Fanny Bumey's stepmother. The marriage brought 
him an enviable connection — troops of friends, a passport into 
brilliant circles, but no fireside happiness. The lady was 
evidently of a captious disposition, shrewish temper, and narrow 
sympathies. " I wonder how he could ever marry her I " wrote 
the quick-sighted author of " Evelina." On the other hand, a 
generous woman might, perhaps, have had some ground for 
jealousy. A few years later Arthur Young became famous. 
Courted by the great, a conspicuous figure in society, handsome, 
witty, versatile, he certainly found a London salon more to his 
taste than a dull farmhouse — a day's outing with the Bumeys 
more congenial than heavy land-farming in wet weather. 

••Last night," writes Fanny, in the gossipy, ecstatic, in- 
valuable journal of girlhood, "while Hetty, Susey, and myself 
were at tea, that lively, charming, spirited ^ Mr. Young entered 
the room. Oh, how glad we were to see him I He was in ex- 
tremely good spirits." Later she adds : " Well, but now for our 

^ The three adjectives seem to be an intei^polation of a later date. 

c 
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Oreenwioh party. TaUdDg of hsppinesB, BenBibilltj, and a total 
irnnt of feeling, mj miunma E&id, taroing to me, * Here's & girl 
will neTBT be bappy, uere( wbilst abe lives, for she poasesses, 
perhaps, as feeling a heart as ever girl had.' Some time after, 
when we were Bear the eud of our journey, ' And ao,' aaid Mr. 
Young, ' my friend Fauiiy posseaaes a very feeling heart ? ' Ho 
harped od this soma httle time, till at last he said he would call 
me feeling Fanny ; it was characteristic, he said, nnd a good 
deal more nonEOUEe, that put me out of all patience, which Hsjna 
virtue I have not yet sufficiently recovered to recount any more 
of onr conversation, charming as it was." 

In the meantime lie was making one disaelrous attempt at 
practical farming after another, like a desperate gamester 
douliUog the fifakes with every loss. For a year or two after 
his marriase he remained at Bradfleld, farming a copyhold of 
twenty acree, his eole forluno, and eigiity more, the property of 
his mother. 

This experiment proving a failure, he next hired an occupa- 
tion of three times the size in Eases, which he waa glad to be 
rid of in five years' time, paying a premium of jGIOO to the in- 
coming tenant. Ilis successor, a practical farmer, made a good 
deal of money out of the concern, probably as much 
Young had lost hy it, so hampering to worldly success is 
possession of original ideas I 

One of hia farms Le describes as "a devouring wolf,' 
epithet that need not enrprise lis when we consider that 
made 3,000 eiperimenta on Lis Suffolk holding alone, 

TJie BuporBtitioUB might see in the pertinacity with wliich 
Mrs. Young encouraged her eon's Tentures some preternatural 
foreshadowing of hia career. Again and again she adrertised 
for a farm for him, and nothing better offering itself, he hired 
Eome land in Ilertfordshire, which ore long be anathematized 
as a " hungry vitriolic gravel, a Nabob's fortune would sink jn 
Ihe attempt to raise good, arable crops to any extent in sudi a 
country." 

One of the most curious incidonla in a career that delraclois 
might well call Quixotic, is the origin of the famona English 
Toura. Will it be believed that just as Cervantes' half-mad 
hero set out in search of chivalrous adventnre, and Dr. Syntax 
in search of the pictoi'esque, this thrice-ruined farmer del 
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mined to explore the entire country till he could find land that 
would pay ? Whenever he put pen to paper he was successful. 
Whenever he turned to experimental farming he almost ruined 
himself. These narratives of home travel from an agricultural 
point of view were a novelty, and also supplied an actual want. 
Not only did he give a succinct picture of farming as carried on 
at that time in various parts of England, but much information 
valuable to the general reader. The three works were largely 
sold, yet the author grew poorer and poorer. 

In 1770 Fanny Burney gives a vivacious, jaunty picture of 
her uncle, as she used to call him. She describes him as most 
absurdly dressed for a common visit, being in light blue, em- 
broidered with silver, having a bag and sword, and walking in 
the rain. " He was grown all airs and affectation," she adds, 
^' yet I believe this was put on, for what purpose I cannot tell, 
nnless it were to let us see what a power of transformation he 
possessed." 

A year later we have a very different account. *' Mr. and 
Mrs. Young have been in town for a few days," scribbled the 
girl-diarist. *' They are in a situation that quite afi^icts me. 
Mr. Young, whose study and dependence is agriculture, has 
half undone himself by experiments. His writings upon this 
subject have been amazingly well received by the public, and in 
his tours through England he has been caressed and assisted 
almost universally. Indeed, his conversation and appearance 
must ever secure him welcome and admiration. But, of late, 
some of his facts have been disputed, and though I believe it to 
be only by envious and malignant people, yet reports of that 
kind are fatal to an author, whose sole credit must subsist on 
his veracity. In short, by slow but sure degrees, his fame has 
been sported with and his fortune destroyed. . . . His children, 
happily, have their mother's jointure settled upon them. He 
has some thoughts of going abroad, but his wife is averse to it." 
A few weeks later she adds, "Mr. Young is not well, and 
appears almost overcome with the horrors of his situation ; in 
fact, he is almost destitute. This is a dreadful trial for him, yet 
I am persuaded he will still find some means of extricating 
himself &om his distresses, at least if genius, spirit, and enter- 
prise can avail." 

His own diary for this year contains the following entry l 
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" Tlis some nnremittiiig iodnstry, the same annielf, the Etime 
vain hopes, the eiune perpetual di^appointniest, do LappiceBs, 
nor anything like it." He had indeed readied one ot the 
acutestcriBSBof his mucb-tiied life; raia stared him in the face. 

But three montba after that last Eoirowful mention of her 
favourite, Fruiny Burney oace more Btrikea a cheerful note. 
Mr. Young had dined with her sister and herself, she wrote. 
Portune, she hoped, Bmiled on him again, for he again Bmiled 
on the world. The originafor of three tliousand uasuccessful 
experiments was hardly the man to lose faitli in liini Hulf. If 
occasional fits of dejection overtook him, he was ready an hour 
after to enter upon a history of agriculture tlirougliont all ageB 
and in all countries, make gigantio Echemes in the interest of 
Enghsh hushandry, or to hire four thousand acres of Yorkshire 
mooriaud with tlie intention of turning the wildemeBa into b, 
garden. IliB powers of work, of hoping against liojie, of throw- 
ing heart and soul into new interests and under laUings, were 
phenomenal. 

Of the year 1773 he writes: "Lahonr and sorrow, folly and 
infatnation : here hegan a new career of industry, new hopes, 
and never-failing disappointment." And once itiore the care- 
leaa, yet inimitable pen of Fanny Euroey gives us, in a few 
lines, the catastrophe that had welhtigli shipwrecked his life :" I 
have had lately a very long and very strange conversation with 
Mr. Young. We happened to be alona in the parlour, and 
either from confidence in m.y prudence, or from an entire and 
, unaccountable carelessness of consequences, he told me that he 
rwas the most miserable fellow breathing, and almost direcily said 
jthat bia Gonnasions made him so, and most vehemently added 
that if he was to begin the world again, no earthly thing should 
iprevail with him to marry I That now he was never easy but 
iwhen he was in a plow-cart, but that happy he could never he. 
J am very sorry for him, but cannot wonder." 

In June, 177(), after a passage of twenty-four hours, he landed 
in Ireland. His stay did not estend over three years, and 
during a part of the time he was occnpied in managing Lord 
Kingsbury's estate in County Cork. The result, nevertheleBB, 
survey of the eountry, and an inquiry into the conditioil 
of the people, which for accuracy, fulness of detail, and acute- 
of obserration, render it inv&'.aalle to this day, " Art^^J 
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Yonng*s Tonr in Ireland," wrote Lord Lonsdale to Croker in 
1849, " has given me the idea that his views of Lreland were 
nearer the truth than any other work." 

An accession of fame does not always mean an increase of 
fortune, and the future was as hard a problem to the popular 
author, now in the prime of life and the fulness of powers, as to 
the ambitious stripling of twenty. On his return from Ireland 
he wrote, " I arrived at Bradfield on the first of January, and 
had then full time to reflect upon what should be the pursuit of 
my life, and upon what plan I could devise for that fresh 
establishment of myself which should at the same time prevent 
any relapse into those odious dependencies and uncertainties 
which from 1771 to 1778 had been the perpetual torment of my 
life. Whilst I was hesitating what plan to follow, an emigra- 
tion to America crossed my mind, and much occupied my 
thoughts." This project was prevented by his mother*s ad- 
vanced years, and instead he took up leases on her estate, 
gradually increasing his occupation to four hundred acres. 
Henceforth his home was Bradfield, of which a few years later 
he became owner. 

" My father," he tells us, ** inherited Bradfield from his father 
Bartholomew Young, Esq., called Captain from a command in 
the mihtia, and it is remarkable that with only a part of the 
present estate he lived genteelly, and drove a coach and four on 
a property which would in the present time only maintain the 
establishment of a wheelbarrow." 

Four children had been bom to him, two daughters and a 
son, and after an interval of thirteen years, his youngest and 
best-beloved child, the little girl familiar to readers of the 
French Travels. Whilst he appears to have been an affec- 
tionate and conscientious father, all the passionate depth and 
tenderness of his nature were lavished on this latest born, his 
•* darling child," his " lovely Bobbin." Her name was Martha, 
but her bright, quick ways, rosy complexion, and dark, vivacious 
eyes, had won for her the pet name of Eobin, afterwards changed 
to Bobbin, and these mentions of Bobbin in private diaries, little 
notes written to her from France, and letters to others concern- 
ing her welfare, show his character in a new and touchiug light. 
This exquisite child — for the adoring praise of her father is 
amply substantiated by others — was the supreme joy and con- 
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when she died, there went forth a wail from a.n utterly deso- 
lated heart, that moves us to tears afler the long lapse of years. 
This awful shadow iB as yet fur off. The eiistence of his dar-^ 
ling corresponded to the most lirilliant years ot Arthur Toung^ 

Glancing at the entries made between 1780 and 1797, that 
Id say, between the Irish and French joameys, we find many 
stirring epieode, and much evidence of indefatigable, even 
colossal labours, nnderlalien in a hopeful spirit. Some of tlieso 
memoranda are passing humorous : ho tells us, for instance, 
how whilst at Pelworlh, on a visit to Lord Egremont, ho went 
into a bath at four o'clock a.m., the tbemiomeier standing below 
?.ero, and on coming out walked straight into a shrubbery, onJ 
rubbed himself in the snow to see the effect of cold upon 
body. It had none, he complacently adds, except that of i] 
creasing strength and activity. From another not* we lei 
that he had been busy on stanzas to a lady. 

The year 1783 opens with the project of the " Annals 
Agriculture," which ho calls, as well he might do, one of the 
greatest speeulations of his life. Literary contributions were 
invited irom all sides, and the work was launched under royal 
patronage. Arthur Toung not only acted ae editor, but wrota 
'oluminously for its pages. The " Annals " oonaist of forty-flve 
quarto Tolames, and although much of the information therein 
contained has been superseded, they form, in the words of 
competent authority, " a noble addition to any library, 
hero, as a statesman, that Arthur Young stands pre- 
On questions of home or international trade, on conn 
prices, on monopolies, on religions bigotry, on class avrogi 
and insolence, on endowed charities, on tlie poor laws, 
law of settlement, on taxation direct and indirect, on bount 
and drawbacks, he knew as much as Cobden, and lias writt 
ns wisely. That which his great contemporary Adam, 
reasoned out, Arthur Young seems to have reached with elecl 
ilsspatch by instinct." ' 

The "Annals" made a noise in the world; even Dr. 
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' H. Pell, Esq , M.P. Sea " Artliur Toung, agriculturii 
nnii lUteMnan.'' " The Wumttnt aob," W. Johngon, Salisbury Stiui 
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wrote enthusiastically abont them. Would he were ten years 
younger, he said, he would take Arthur YouDg*s white house 
and as much land as he could spare, and enter himself as his 
scholar. From far and near came testimonies equally flattering, 
and from remote quarters of Europe, flocked disciples and pupils 
to sit at the feet of the modem Yarro. Among those who found 
their way to Bradfield were three young Eussians, sent by the 
Empress Catherine to study farming under his care. He gives 
an amusing accoimt of their examination. One of the three was 
so much awed that he resolutely refused to open his lips, for 
which offence, adds the narrator, I sincerely hope he was not 
sent to Biberia. Later came the nephew of the Polish ambas- 
sador, "a heavy, dull man, with a Tartar countenance; his 
intention was to learn agriculture, but he made poor progress.*' 
The Duke de Liancourt, that amiable champion of the Bevolu- 
tion, the President of the Dijon Parliament — and other distin- 
guished personages familiar to readers of the French Travels — 
also visited Bradfield. 

In the midst of these multifarious and engrossing occupations 
the scheme of an agricultural survey of France was gradually 
taking shape in his mind. Whilst contributing largely to the 
*' Annals," making a variety of experiments with the aid of 
Priestley, holding what may be called a professorial chair in 
his own home, he was fall of new projects. 

In 1784 he had crossed to Calais with his son Arthur, "just 
to say that he had been in France." In 1787 his friehds, the 
Duke de Liancourt and Lazonski, invited him to join them in a 
Pyrenean tour, and the invitation was accepted. 

This was touching a string tremulous to vibrate,'* he writes^ 

I had long wished for an opportunity to examine France. 
My darling child, my lovely Bobbin, I left in perfect health, 
the rest of my family well and provided for in every respect as 
they had themselves chalked out, the ' Annals ' lodged in the 
hand of a man on whose friendship and abilities I could entirely 
confide." In spite of vehement remonstrances and agonized 
entreaties, ho set out. ** I implore you to give up this mad 
scheme. Think of your wife and children,** his brother had 
written, and much more in the same strain, working himself up 
into a veritable frenzy of panic. An expedition to Patagonia, 
or a journey round the world, could hardly have inspired this 
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timid conDSellor with livelier terrors. He certaiuly neyer ex- 
pected to see the foolhardy traveller again. 

Arthur Toung'a mother had died two yeftra Lefore, and the 
ereot ia thus noted in his journal : " My ever dear and venerated 
mother died. Happy, happy spirit." During her lifetime, as 
we have eeen, he Bhrank from the notion of g^uitting England. 

It ia a carious and iuterostiug fact that these French journeys 
exactly realized a plan of travel laid down in an early work. 
If we turn to the last chapter of tlint well-written and ohorac- 
teriatio httle book, " The Farmer's Letters to the People 
England " (second edition, 1768), we shall find Lis ow: 
cultural survey of Franca anticipated in every point, 
nobility and men of large fortune travel, he writes, hut 
fanners; nnfortnnately those who have this peculii 
tiuguishiBg advantage, the noble opportunity of benefittifij 
themselves and their country, seldom inq^uhre or even think 
jy-'Vabont agriculture. Then follows the sketch of a farmer's tour 
*^ in loutes laid down for his imaginary traveller, heing precisely 
those be was himself to follow a decade later. French Flanders 
must be visited, Lorraine and the adjoining provinces, Cham- 
pagne and Burgundy. Then the tour of Franche Comle and 
of the Lyonnais shanld he made; next that of Normandy, 
Brittany, Orleannais, and Acjou. All tlie noble improvements 
of the Marquis de TurbiUy in that province ought to he viewed 
with the most attentive eyes. From Anjou tlie traveller should 
journey through Guieone and Langnedoo ; nest ~ 

vence — then enter Dauphin^, Gaecony, and examine the hei 
of Bordeaux ; thence make his way to Spain, acd travel towi 

To few of UB is granted in middle ago such entire fulfill 
of the worthiest atipirations of youth. Little, perhaps, did 
writer foresee that he was himself to be " that w ise and hoi 
traveller," who should describe rural Franco on the eva o 
Bevolution, not only for his own couutrymtn and his 
epocln, but for all Europe and generation! 
gratified to find him at Turbilly, warmly received by its nt 
owner, and inspecting hia farm, as he begged to be allowi 
e olduat survlring labourer of the late marquis. 

lie had left no anxieties behind liim when setling out 
i, but his heart is ever with his adored cliiid. The 
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letters he wrote to her in his large, clear, enviable handwriting 
Lave all been preserved. From Monlins, August 7, 1787, he 
writes, Bobbin being then four years old : " I think it high 
time to inquire how you do, pass your time, how the Mag 
(magpie) does, and the four kittens. I hope you have taken 
care of them, and remembered your papa wants cats. Do the 
flowers grow in your garden? Are you a better gardener than 
yon used to be ? The Marquis de Guerchy^s httle girls have a 
little house on a little hill, and on one side a little flower 
garden, on the other side a little kitchen garden, which they 
manage themselves and keep very clean from weeds. Bobbin 
would much like to see it." From Bagneres de Luchon he 
writes to his eldest daughter: *' Do not forget to let me know 
how Bobbin does. God send her well and free from accidents. 
I hope she does not go alone near hedges for fear of snakes." 
From Limoges he sends many kisses to his dear little Bobbin, 
and her sister Maiy is to say that he will be sure to bring her a 
French doll. 

We must pass briefly over these rich, happy, dazzling years.^ 
The French Travels obtained all the ^clat of a brilliant inven- 
tion, which indeed, in a literary sense, they may be described. 
Ko one had done the same thing before, and now it was done 
to perfection. The author's name was soon in everybody's 
mouth. He received invitations to half-a-dozen courts. All 
the learned societies of Europe and America enrolled him as a 
member. His work was translated into a score of languages, 
and princes, statesmen, political economists, wits — not only of 
his own nationality, but from various parts of the world — paid 
a visit to Bradfield. Among his correspondents and guests 
were Washington, Pitt, Burke, Wilberforce, La Fayette, Priest- 
ley, Jeremy Bentham, that eccentric yet admirable philanthro- 
pist, Berchtold, and the Due de Liancourt. Never, perhaps, 
had been seen in Suffolk such distinguished international^^ 
gatherings. IX 

The Bumeys were, of course, frequent visitors at the pleasant 
country house described in " Camilla." Occasionally the too 
hospitable host — for although now owner of the maternal es- 
tate, Arthur Young was far from rich — would give a fSte 
champStre. At an early hour the guests arrived. The flsh- 
ponds in the park were dragged, and after a long animated 
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morniaB spent by both eexea oat of doore, the party eat Joim 
to a. fonr o'clock dinner, degnstaljcg (he fish jnst caught 

Travelling on the cantment was now out of the questioQ, but 
the home jourceya wers continued. We find mention of an 
eleven dsiys' tour in Yorkshire, rnnJe at a coat of £17 3«. Ho 
alEo Tisited Norfolk, Bedfordshire, and Essex. Meantime the 
pen wft3 as busy aa ever. In the year 1792 the editor con- 
tributed twenty-five papers to the " Annals " on 
jects: Mr. Pitt's speech; the abolition of the slave tradaj 
turnips io Germany ; a Spanish morino ram, inler alia. 

The merino ram was a present from the king, and 
commented upon, in the journal: "This year (1791) His 
Majesty had the goodness to present cne with a present of a 
Spanish ram. Tlie world is full of those who consider military 
glory as the proper object of the ambition of monarchs, -who 
meaEure regal merit by the millions that are slaughtered, by 
the public robbery and plunder that are dignified by the title 
of dignity and conquest, and who look down on every esertion 
of peace and tranquillity as unbecoming those who aim at the 
epilbet great, and unworthy the aim of men tliat are bom for 
mHElcrs of the globe. My ideas are cast in a very different 
mould, and I believe the period is advancing with accelerated 
pace that shall exhibit character in a light totally new, anl] 
shall rather brand than exalt the virtnes hitherto admired, 
ehall pay more homage to the prince who gave a 
farmer than for wielding the sceptre." 

It is h^dly necessary to remind the reader that these 
niscences belong Io old age. No one could write more agreeal 
English than (he Suffolk squire in his prime. 

A ram and a secrelarysMp of i£600 a year I Such 
nltimate rewards of a man of splendid talents, one who had 
rendered signal services to his country ! Seldom, indeed, is the 
irony running through human fortunes so forcibly brought Lome 
to us, the lesson of the poet's words, go humiliatingly boi 
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darling scheme, and as secretaiy he was certainly the right 
man in the right place. Yet he felt doubtful of nomination, 
and even laid a wager of books with his friend, Sir John 
Sinclair, a set of the " Annals '* against the " Statistical His- 
tory of Scotland," that some one else would be chosen for the 
post. He lost his wager, and thus wrote of his appointnient : 
*' What a change in the destinies of a man's life I Instead of 
entering the solitary lord of 4,000 acres (in allusion to his 
former purchase of Yorkshire moorland) in the keen atmosphere 
of lofty rock and mountain torrent, with a little creation rising 
gradually around me, making the black wilderness smile with 
cultivation and grouse give way to industrious population, 
active, energetic, though remote and tranquil, and every instant 
of my existence making two blades of grass grow where one 
was found before, behold me at a desk in the smoke, the fog, 
the din of Whitehall." ^ 

*• It is well to be reminded," writes an author before quotedX 
Mr. Pell, " that a distinguished man like Arthur Young was satis- 
fied to hold in old age an appointment with a salary of ^600 a year, 
finding herein a haven of rest after all his troubles and labours." 
In this new capacity he showed all his phenomenal powers of 
work. The business of the new board was carried on with the 
utmost assiduity. Whilst directing several clerks and organiz- 
ing schemes innumerable, he found time for literary undertak- 
ings that would have appalled the soul of any but Yarro himself. 
It is odd that these two great authorities on agriculture, re- 
moved from each other by twelve centuries, should be among 
the most voluminous writers on record. Arthur Young had 
already begun his history of agriculture, the opus magnum, the 
crowning achievement of his life, destined as he hoped to be his 
legacy to the nation. Alas I like many another bequest of its 
kind, it occupies a spare cupboard into which the light of day 
never enters. The encyclopaedia was eventually finished, and 
consisted of ten folio volumes of manuscript ; some years after 
his death, a relation and devoted disciple got through the for- 
midable task of reducing the ten massive tomes to six. We 
hardly know which to admire most, the industry of author or 
compiler. Were a third enthusiast to take the matter in hand^ 
and pare down the abridgment by yet a sixth, we should doubt- 
less have a compendium of husbandry adapted to every library 
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atid perhaps the only work of the kind ever produced hy a 
single pen. 

Meantioie hocaura and distinctions continued to poor in. 
Tlie EmpreBs Catherine sent him a magnificent gold snuff-hoi, 
with two rich ermine cloaks for his wife and eldest daughter. 
From her representative at Moecow came a second enuS-bos, 
fiet with diamonds, and inscribed willi the words in Russian, 
'■ From a pupil to his inaBler," The Sociefy of Arts adjudged 
him the honorary gold medal. The Salford Agricultural Society 
ofTered a special medal, on which was engraved, " for Lis 
services to his country." 

And Fanny Eumey paid him her prettiest compliments, 
which very likely he valued far more than gold snufl-boiea or 
medals. In a letter preserved at Bradfield occurs the follow- 
ing: — "P.S, Will Honeycomb says, if you would know any- 
thing of a lady's meaning, (always provided she has any) when 
slie writes to you, look at the postscript. Now, pray, dear Sir, 
how came you ever to imagine what yon are pleased to blazon 
to the world with all the confidence of self-helief that you think 
farming the only thing wortli manly attention ? Ton who, if 
taste, rather than circumstances, bad been your guide, might 
have fonnd wreaths and Sowers almost any way yoa had 
turned, as fragrant as those of Ceres." 

The enforcedj;eBidEncfl_iiLli^don hod many attractions. He 
dined out, he teUs us, from twenty-five to thirty times in one 
month, and had received duriDg the same period, " forty invita- 
tions from people of tlie highest rank and consequence." He 
mentions the fact of having had two interviews with the king, 
and what interests us in a far greater degree, a dinner in 
company of Hannah More. I was very eager, he writes, in 
listening to every word that fell from her lips, though not nearly 
80 much so as I should have been many years after ; an allu- 
sion explained by the last pages of this memoir. In 1796 he 
visite dJBiu-ke. and this entry is too interesting to be^iaBBed'Byr 
The pair Fad corresponded on agriculture and had met before. 
Burke WHS naturally delighted with Arthur Young's recantation, 
" The Eiample of France." He had not seen, he wrote, anything 
in this controversy which stood better bottomed. It was a 
" moat able, useful, and reasonable pampblet." " I reached Mr. 
Burka'B before breakfatt," writes Young, " and had ereiy im 
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to be pleased with my reception. 'Why, Mr. Young,* saiil 
Burke, * it is many years since I saw you, and to the best of my 
recollection you have not suffered the smallest change. Yoa 
look as young as you did sixteen years ago. You must be very 
strong. You have no belly. Your form shows lightness. You 
have an elastic mind.' I wish I could have returned anything 
like the compliment, but I was shocked to see him so broken, 
60 low, and with such expressions of melancholy. I almost 
thought that I had come to see the greatest genius of the age in 
vain. The conversation was remarkably desultory, a broken 
mixture of agricultural observations, French madness, price of 
provisions, the death of his son, the absurdity of regulating 
labour, the mischief of our poor laws, the difficulty of cur 
cottagers keeping cows, an argumentative discussion of any 
opinion seemed to distress him, and I therefore avoided it.. 
Speaking on public affairs he said : ' I never read a newspaper,, 
but if anything happens to occur which they think will interest 
me, I am told of it.' I observed there was strength of mind in 
the resolution. 'Oh, no,' he replied ; *it is mere weakness of 
mind.' It was evident that he would not publish on the subject 
that had brought' me to Gregory's (here Arthur Young alludes 
to a project mooted in parliament for regulating the price of 
labour), but he declared himself absolutely inimical to any regu- 
lation whatever by law, that all such interference was not only 
unnecessary but mischievous. He observed that the supposed 
scarcity was extremely ill understood, and that the consump- 
tion of the people was clear proof of it. This in his neighbour- 
hood was not lessened, as he had learned by a very careful 
examination of many bakers, butchers, and excisemen, nor had 
the poor been distressed further than what resulted immediately 
from that improvidence which was occasioned by the poor laws. 
After breakfast he took me a sauntering walk for five hours over 
his farm, and to a cottage where a scrap of land had been 
stolen from the waste. I was glad to find his farm in good 
order, and doubly so to hear that it was his only amusement 
except the attention he paid to a school for sixty children of 
noble French emigrants. 

** Mrs. Crewearrived just before dinner, and though she exerted 
herself with that brilliance of imagination which renders her 
oonversation so interesting, it was not sufficient to raise the* 
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drooping spirits of Mr. Bui-ke YetLe tried oQoe oi twiee 

to rally, and once even to pun. Mrs. Crawe observing that 
Tlielwel was to stand for Norwich, observed tliat it would te 
lioiTid for Mr. Wyndham to be turned out by aucli n man. 
'Aye,' Mr. Burke replied, 'that would cot tell wetl.' She 
laughed at hiia in the etyle of condemning- a bad pun. Some- 
body said it was a fair oae. Burke said, ' It was neither v€Vy 
Jj^d nor very good.' My visit on the wLole," adds Arthur 
Young, " was interesting. I am glad once more to have seeu 
and conversed with the man who I hold to poasoBs the greatest 
and most brilliant parts of any person of the age he lived in. 
Bat to behold so great a genins so depressed with melancholy, 
stooping with infirmity of body, feeling the anguish of a lace- 
rated mind, and sinking into the grave under accumulated 
misery— to see all this in a character I venerate, and apparently 
without resouree or comfort, wonaded every feeling of vay soul, 
and I left him next day almost as low-spirited aa himself," 

The clouds were already gathering about his own horizon. A. 
year later, and he too was a grief- stricken, desolated, piA> 
maturely aged man. 

His second daughter Blizabeth, married to a son of Hool 
the translator of Ariosto, had died of consnmption 
Signs of the same terrible diseaBenowbegan to show themselves 
in bis bright, his adored Bobbin, In the midat of his engrossing 
occupations we find him constantly thinking of her, writing 
long letters, fulfilling her childish commissions. Bobbiu has 
espressed a wish for a workboi, and he bestows as ranch 
attention on f ho purchaso as if he were in treaty for 4,000 acres 
of moorland. He had looked at a good many, he wrote, 
bat could find none under tweuty-flve shillings, or at still 
higher prices ; he hears, however, that good ones are to be had 
at a lower figure, and will couf inua his researches. He shows 
the most painful eagerness about her health. She is to tell him 
every particular as to appetite, sleep, pulse, thirst. One of these 
letters ends thus ; " I cannot read half your mother's letter, but 
enough to see that she is very angry with me for I know not 
what." He sends strict orders concerning her. Miss Patty is 
to ride out in the chaise or on double horse when Bonnet (a 
baUiff} is not obhged to bo absent from the farm. If he is at 
tnarket, when the days are long and Miss Patty rises early. 
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can have a ride before breakfast. Bonnet is to pay Miss Patty a 
shilling a week. In another note he reasons with the little 
patient on the childishness of demnrring at medicines. She is 
•ordered steel, and only takes it nnder protest. He nrges her 
by the love she bears her father to follow out the dootor*s orders 
in every particular. Change of air was tried, but the precious 
life coidd not be saved. She died about twelve months after 
his visit to Burke. " On Friday morning, June 19, at twelve 
minutes past one,** he writes, '' my dear, angelic child breathed 
her last." in a note below follows a later entry, *' Here was my 
call to God. Oh I may it prove effective.** 

He never recovered from the blow. In his overpowering grief 
he could not bear to part with the mortal remains of his darling. 
When, at last, he consented to interment, the coffin was placed 
under the family pew, her heart lying where he knelt in prayer. 
He wept himself blind ; the terrible calamity that now gradually \j 
overtook him being indeed imputed to excess of weeping. 

Sorrow mastered, unmanned a nature singularly hopeful and 
elastic. He became a prey to morbid introspection, to the 
gloomiest views of human Ufe. He fell at last into the mood 
that incites men to write or read such works as '* Baxter's 
Saints* Best,*' or in our own day, to join the Salvation Army. 
The blindness came on by slow degrees, and for some time he 
remained at his post. 

•* In London, I am alone and therefore at peace,'* he writes 
significantly in 1798. " I rise at four or ^ve, and go to bed at 
nine or ten. I go to no amusements, and read some Scrip- 
ture every day. I never lay aside my good books but for 
business.** 

He stiH continues to see old friends, however, and his former 
interest in public affairs does not wholly desert him. During 
the same year he visits Pitt several times at Holwood, and 
throws heart and soul into new enterprises. The loss of his child 
has awakened pity for suffering childhood. In one month alone 
we find seven dinners given to about forty-eight poor children 
each time. Another entry is to this effect : " Dinner to fifteen 
poor children, eleven shillings, another dinner, do., do., another 
to thirty-seven poor children, sixteen shillings and sixpence,*' and 
80 on, and so on. Perhaps the following note may have some- 
thing to do with these charities. "1798. Sold copyright of 



Tlviii BIOGRAPHIC 



1 



my travels for 280 guineas." What travels tLeae were be Hoe 
not BOy. 

The-b4MMieaB.iifJie^Eg9r4 wab Ktill carried on a3 laliorionsly 
as before, bat in 1808 lie writes that his sight is so indifferent 
he 19 afraid of writing at all, and further on, " My eyes grow 
worse and worso. For me to read a letter of two sheets Bod 
a half would be a vain attempt. I pick out as much as lliey 
■will let me." 

Three years later he was operated upon for cataract, and from 
a curious ond interesting letter written by Itis wife, we learn the 
cause, or sapposed cause, of failure. All seemed going on well 
with the somewhat intractahle patient, and the oculists held out 
good hope of recovery on one condition. He must remain 
calm. "Weeping would be fatal, Wilberforoe paid him a visit 
as he sat bandaged in a dark room. Ths visitor bad been 
eaationed on no account whatever to agitate him, but either 
nnderratisg his friend's susceptibility or his own, lie began in 
his soft gentle voice, " The Duke of Grafton is dead," and went 
on to speak of the duke's death so tonchingly that the other 
burst into tears. The mischief was done past recall. The last 
twelve years of life were spsnt liy Arthur Young in total blind- 
ness. They were busier for all that than those of many men in 
the meridian. He was now chiefly at EradfiBld, where the in- 
defatigable veteran severely laied the energies of his com- 
paratively youthful associates. Beaidea his aecretarj Mr. 
de St. Crois, he often enjoyed the friendly services of a grand- 
daughter of Dr. Barney's, Miss Francis by name, a lady who, 
like Mezzofanti, was " a monster of languages, a Briarens of 
parts of speech, ft walking polyglot." It was a definite under- 
standing that this linguistic knowledge — to what special Gsea it 
waspnt wo are not informed — should be kept up. Every day 
Miss Francis enjoyed an hour or more for the purpose of read- 
ing a little Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Spanish, Italian, Dutch, and 
so on. In a letter to her brother, Mary Young, the only for- 
viving daughter, amusingly describes one of these long, well-flUcd 
days. Wlion at Eradfield, she tells us, Miss Francis slept over 
the servant's hall with a packthread round her wrist, this pack' 
thread passing through the keyhole communicated with Arthur 
Young's room, and when he wanted to awake her, which was 
generally between four or five o'clock in the morning, he palU 
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it, ou whieli ahe immediately rose. The pair wonid Uien Bally 
I forth for a two honra' vcalk on the tunipike road, stopping at 
' Bome famibouse to lake milk, and afterwarda distribnling 
religious tracts at the cottages by the way, Mies FranciB qaea- 
tioning the paoplo npoQ their priuoiplea, reading to Ihem, 
&ad catechizing the children. "At half-past eight' they 
return," writes Miss Yoang, " as that is the Lour Mrs. St. 
> Croix gets np, who finds it quite enough to read and ^rite for 
tvo boura and a half before breakfast. After breakfast the three 
adjonra to the library till one, when Mr. St. Croix takes hU 
walk for an hoar, Misa Francis and my father read, write, or 
walk till three o'clock. He puts children to school at Brodfield, 
Cockfield, Olid SlouningQeld, and every Sunday they meet and 
Kre catechized. Every Sunday n[ght a hundred meet, when Mr. 
St. Croix reads a sermon and chapter, and my father explaiss 
for an hour, after which a prayer dismisses them. Last Snnday 
they (Arthur Young and the linguist) went to church at Acton. 
Every Sonday they go to Acton or Ampton, each ohurch ten 
miles out and ten home, besides teaching the schools and the 
meeting in the hall." She adds, " My father has taken out a 
license for the hall (i.e. BradGeld], as there is an assembly of 
p^ple which would Lava-been liable to information." This 
Utter bears date May 13,'iJ^^ 

f Ihe Sunday evening serviE^s made a deep impression on the 
country folks. The villagers of CradSeld and the neighbour- 
hood still talk of the blind old Squire who waa a great preacher. 
They know httle or nothing of his literary fame. The achieve- 
ment by which he will be remembered is to them a sealed book. 
Bat he Uves in local memory aa a aeeond Wesley, a wonderful 
Btirrer-up of men's consciences, an unrivalled expounder of the 
Gospeh ThereisstillUvingatBurySt.Edmunds (1889) a nonage- 
narian who has a vivid recollection of Arthur Young's sermons. 
Tn hia vehemence the orator would move to and &o till he 
gradually had his back turned to the congregation, whereupon 
Lis daughter or aecretary would gently place their bonds upon 
his shoulders and restore him to the proper position. 

It is a touching figure we now take leave of, that blind. 
fervid, silver-haired preacher, a hundred eager faces fixed upon 
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luB own, the rapt sUenoa of the CTOwded meetmg-pli 
broken by bis trembling, imposatonei) tones. For the story of 
Arthur Young's life is mainly told. The world had not yet 
Inst eight of him. He was from time to time pleasantly re- 
minded of the conspicuous part he had played in it. He tella 
ns how, in 1815, when breakfasting with Wilberforce, he met 
General Ma<?anliiy, who, recently travelling from Geneva to 
Lyons, had visited a Frenoh farm, where he found everything 
" in the highest style of management, and so mueh eaperioi to 
all the rest of the oountry, that he inquired into the origin of 
Bnoh superiority. The answer of the owner was, ' My cultiva- 
tion is entirely that of Monsieur Arthur Young, whose recom- 
mendations I have carried into practice with the success yoa 
Bee.' " For the most part the remaining years werBuneventfol. 
He bore his privations and infinnitiea with resignation, and 
retained full possession of his faoulties to the last. He died at 
Saokville Street on the 2Qtb Ap ril, 1820, and was b uried at 
B rtaflelt tTT The EaSjTome tomb'ar-tt ra - fofm o f a-gaWSopH 
erected to tiis memory stands close to the roadside, over agi 
the entrance to his old home. Fasaers-by may read the 
what stilted yet veracious inscription on the outer slab ;- 
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In France snob a man would have had his statue long ago. 
Perhaps this more modest tribute were more to hia taste. That 
a native of his beloved Suffolk, herself a frequent wayfarer 
throughout the length and breadth of Franca, should edit hia 
French Travels a hundred years after they were written, would 
sorely have pleased Arthur Young well, 

Of his children two sarvived him, his daughter Mary, who 
died unmarried, and his eon Arthur, whose son, the present 
owner of Bradfleld, is the last of Arthur Young's race and name. 
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PREFACE. 

T T is a question whether modem history has anything 
"^ more curious to offer to the attention of the politician, 
than the |yogress and rivalship of the French and English 
e mpires, from the ministry of Colbert to the revolution in 
France. In the course of those 130 years, both have 
figured with a degree of splendour that has attracted the 
admiration of mankind. 

In proportion to the power, the wealth, and the resources 
of these nations, is the interest which the world in general 
takes in the maxims of political oeconomy by which they 
have been governed. To examine how far the system of 
that oeconomy has influenced agriculture, manufactures, 
commerce, and public felicity, is certainly an inquiry of no 
slight importance; and so many books have been com* 
posed on the theory of these, that the public can hardly 
think that time misemployed which attempts to give the. 

PRACTICE. 

J The sxirvey which I made, some years past, of the agri* 
culture of England and Ireland (the minutes of which I 
published under the title of Tours), was such a step to- 
wards understanding the state of our husbandry as I shall 
not presume to characterise; there are but few of the 
European nations that do not read t£ese Tours in their 
own language ; and, notwithstanding all their faults and 
deficiencies, it has been often regretted, that no similar 
description of France could be resorted to, either by the 
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farmer or the politician. ludeeJ it couU not but b© 
lamented, that this vast kingdom, which has so much 
figured in history, were likely to remain another century 
unknown, witli respect to those circumstances that a 
objects of my enquiries. An hundred and thirty year^ 
have paBsed, including one of the most active and ooi 
spicuous reigns upon record, in which the French power. J 
and resources, though much overstrained, were formidable 

[to Europe. How far were that power and those resource* 

I founded on the permanent basis of an enlightened agricul- 
ture ? How far on the more insecure support of manu- 
factures and commerce P How far have wealth and power 
and exterior splendour, from whatever cause they may have 
arisen, reflected back upon the people the prosperity they 
implied ? Very curious inquiries ; yet resolved insufficiently 

. by those whose political reveries are spun by their fire- 
sides, or caught flying as they are whirled through Europe 

Lip post-chaises. A man who is not practically acquainted 
with agriculture, knows not how to make those inquiries j 
he scarcely knows how to discriminate the circnmstances 
productive of misery, from those which generate the feli- 
city of a people ; an assertion that will not appear para- 
doxical, to those who have attended closely to these sub- 
jects. At the same time, the mere agriculturist, who makes 
such journiea, sees little or nothing of the connection be- 
tween the practice in the fields, and the resources of the em- 
pire ; of combinations that take place between operations ap- 
parently unimportant, and the general interest of the state ; 
combinations so curious, as to convert, in some cases, well 
cultivated fields into scenes of misery, and accuracy of 
(husbandry into the parent of national weakness. These 
are subjects that never will be understood from the specu- 
lations of the mere farmer, or the mere politician; they 
demand a mixture of both ; and the investigation of a 
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mind free from prejudice, particularly national prejudice ,' 
from the love of system, and of the vain theories that are 
to "be found in the closets of speculators alone. God for- 
bid that I should be guilty of the vanity of supposing my- 
self thus endowed ! I know too well the contrary ; and 
have no other pretension to undertake so arduous a work^ 
than that of having reported the agriculture of England 
with some little success. Twenty years experience, since 
that attempt, may make me hope to be not less qualified 
for similar exertions at present. 

The clouds that, for four or five years past, have indi- 
cated a change in the political sky of the French hemi- 
sphere, and which have since gathered to so singular a 
storm, have rendered it yet more interesting, to know 
what France was previously to any change. It would in- 
deed have been matter of astonishment, if monarchy had 
risen, and had set in that region, without the kingdom 
having had any examination professedly agricultural. 

The candid reader will not expect, from the registers of 
a traveller, that minute analysis of common practice^ 
which a man is enabled to give, who resides some months,, 
or years, confined to one spot; twenty men, employed 
during twenty years, would not effect it ; and supposing it 
done, not one thousandth part of their labours would be 
worth a perusal. Some singularly enlightened districts- 
merit such attention; but the number of them, in an^ 
country, is inconsiderable ; and the practices that deserve 
such a study, perhaps, still fewer: to know that unen- 
lightened practices exist, and want improvement, is the 
chief knowledge that is of use to convey ; and this rather 
for the statesman than the farmer. No reader, if he 
knows anything of my situation, will expect, in this work, 
what the advantages of rank and fortune are necessary to 
produce — of such I had none to exert, and could combat 
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icultiea with no other arms than unremitted attention, 
and unabating industrj. Had my aims been seconded b^ 
that succees in life, which gives energy to effort, and vigour 
to pursuit, the work would have been more worthy of the 
public eye ; but Buch Buccess must, in this kingdom, be 
sooner looked for in any other path than in that of the 
plough; the non vUue arairo dignus honog, ^ 
applicable to a period of confueion and bloodshed i 
Rome, than one of peace and luxury in England. 

One circumstance I may be allowed to mention, becam 
it will ehew, that T ^hatevet faults the ensuing pages con - 
tain, they do not flow from any preBumptivs espectation 
o t_BueceBB : a ieeiing that belongs to writers only, much 
more popular than myself r when the publisher agreed h 
run the hazard of printing these papers, and some progre 
being made in the journal, the whole MS. was put i 
the compositor's hand to be esamined, if there were a 
sufficiency for a volume of sixty Bheet3 ; he found enough 
prepared for the press to fill 140 : and I assure the 
reader, that the succeasive employment of striking out 
and mutilating more than the haK of what I had written, 
was executed with more indifference than regret, even 
though it obliged me to exclude several chapters, upon 
which I had taken considerable pains. The publisher 
would have printed the whole ; but whatever faults may 
be found with the author, he ought at least to be exempted 
from the imputation of an undue confidence in the public 
favour ; since, to expunge was undertaken as readily aa to 
compose. — So much depended in tlie second part of the 
work on accurate figures, that I did not care to trust to 
myself, but employed a schoolmaster, who has the reputa,- 
tion of being a good arithmetician, for examining the c 
culations, and I hope he has not M any material err 
escape him. 
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The revolution in France was a hazardous and critical 
subject, but too important to be neglected ; the details I 
have given, and the reflections I have ventured, will, I 
trust, be received with candour, by those who consider how 
many authors, of no inconsiderable ability and reputation, 
have failed on that difficult theme: the course I have 
steered is so removed from extremes, that I can hardly 
hope for the approbation of more than a few ; and I may,^^ 
apply to myself, in this instance, the words of Swift : — ** I^^ 
have the ambition, common with other reasoners, to wish at 
least that both parties may think me in the right ; but if 
that is not to be hoped for, my next wish should be, that 
both might think me in the wrong ; which I would under- 
stand as an ample justification of myself, and a sure 
ground to believe that I have proceeded at least with im- 
partiality, and perhaps with truth." 



TRAVELS DURING THE YEARS 

1787, 1788, AND 1789. 

THEEE are two methods of writing travels ; to register 
the joiii^y itself, or the result of it. In the former 
case, it is a diary, under which head are to be classed all 
those books of travels written in the form of letters. The 
latter usually falls into the shape of essays on distinct 
subjects. Of the former method of composing, almost 
every book of modem travels is an example. Of the latter, 
the admirable essays of my valuable friend Mr. Professor 
Symonds, upon Italian agriculture,^ are the most perfect 
specimens. 

It is of very little importance what form is adopted by 
a man of real genius ; he will make any form useful, and 
any information interesting. But for persons of more 
moderate talents, it is of consequence to consider the cir- 
cumstances for and against both these modes. 

The journal form hath the advantage of carrying with it 
a greater degree of credibility ; and, of course, more weight. 
A traveller who thus registers his observations is detected 
the moment he writes of things he has not seen. He is 
precluded from giving studied or elaborate remarks upon 
insufficient foundations : If he sees little, he must register 
little: if he has few good opportunities, of being well 
informed, the reader is enabled to observe it, and will be 
induced to give no more credit to his relations than the 
sources of them appear to deserve : If he passes so rapidly 
through a country as necessarily to be no judge of what he 
sees, the reader &ows it : if he dwells long in places of 

* See " Annala of Agriculture," vol. iii. 
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little or no moment with private views or for private 
buainess, the circumstance is seen ; and thus the reader 
has the satisfactioa of being as safe from imposition either 
designed or involuntanr, as the nature of the case will, 
admit: all which advantages are wanted in the of 
method. 

But to balance them, there are on the other hand soi 
5 weighty inconveniences ; among these the principal is, the 
I prolixity to which a diary generally leads; the very mode 
of writing almost making it inevitable. It necessarily 
causes repetitions of the same subjects and the same 
ideas; and that surely must be deemed no inconsider- 
able fault, when one employs many words to say what 
might be better said in a few. Another capital objection 
is, that sabjects of importance, instead of being treated 
de suite for illustration or comparison, are given hy scraps 
as received, without order, and without connection ; a 
mode which' lessens the efEert of writing, and destroys 
much of its utility. 

In favour of composing essays on the principal objects 
that have been observed, that is, giving the result of 
travels and not the travels themselves, there is this 
obvious and great advantage, that the subjects thus treated 
are in as complete a state of combination and illustra- 
tion as the abihties of the author can make them ; the 
matter comes with full force and efEect. Another admir- 
able circumstance is brevity ; for by the rejection of all 
useless details, the reader has nothing before him but what 
tends to the full explanation of the subject : of the dis- 
advantages, I need not speak ; they are sufficiently noted 
by shewing the benefits of the diary form ; for proportion- 
ably to the benefits of the one will clearly be the disad- 
vantages of the other. 

After weighing the pour and the centre, I think that it 
is not impracticable in my peculiar case to retain the bene- 
fits of both these plans. 

With one leading and predominant object in view, 
namely agriculture, I have conceived that I might throw 
oach subject of it into distinct chapters, retaining all the 
advantages which arise from composing the result only of 
my travels. 



At the BEune time, that the reader maj have whatevei 
Batirfaction flows from the diaiy form, the ob§ervations 
■which I made upon the face of the countries through 
which I passed ; aud upoa the maanera, customs, amuse- 
ments, towns, roads, seats, &c., may, without injury, be 
giren in a joumal, and thus satisfy the reader ia all those 
poiDts, with which he ought in candour to be made acquain- 
ted, for the reasons above intimated. 

It ie upon this idea that I have reviewed my notes, and 
executed the work I now offer to the pubiic. 

But travelling upon paper, as well aa moving amongst 
rocks and rivers, hath its difficulties. When I had traced 
my plan, and begun to work upon it, I rejected without 
mercy a variety of little circumstaucea relating to myself 
only, and of conversations with various peraoQS which I 
had thrown upon paper for tho amusement of my family 
and intimate friends. For this I was remonstrated with 
by a person, of whose judgment I think highly, as having 
absolutely spoiled my diary, by expunging the very pas- 
sages that would best please the mass of common readers ; 
in a word, that I must give up the journal plan entirely or 
let it go as it was written. — To treat the public like a 
friend, let them see all, and trust to their candour for for- 
giving trifles. He reasoned thus: Depend on it. Young, 
thai those notes you wrote at the m,omei]t, are more likely to 
pleate than what you will now produce coolly, with the idea 
ofrepultAion in yowr head : whatever yov, strike out will be 
i^mt ia most interesting, for you wiU be guided hy the impor- 
Umee of the ei^ect ; and believe me, it ia not this cojisidera- 
Hon that pirates so tnueh as a careless a/nd easy mode of 
thinking a/nd writing, which every man exercises most when 
M does not compose for the press. That I am right in this 
Opinion you yourself afford a proof. Yowr tour of Ireland 
(he tras pleased to say) u one of the best accouTiis of a coun- 
try I have read, yet it had no great success. Why? Secausethe 
cnMfpaH of U is a farming diary, which, Jtowever valuable 
ii may be to co7isv,lt, nobody icill read. If, therefore, you 
print yourjoumat at all, priTil it so as to be read; or reject 
the method entirely, and confine yourself to set dissertations. 

JBaWfftliiftnr the travels of JDr. and Mrs. , from 

' ' .it would be difficult to gather one single iinporlant 
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idea, yet they were received with wpplavse; nay, theha^gateUes 
of Ba/retti, amongst the Sjpaniah muleteers were read with 
avidity. 

The high opinion I have of the judgment of my friend, 
induced me to follow his advice ; in consequence of which, 
I venture to offer mj itinerary to the public, just as it was 
written on the spot : requesting my reader, if much should 
be found of a trifling nature, to pardon it, from a reflec- 
tion, that the chief object of my travels is to be found in 
another part of the work, to which he may at once have re- 
course, if he wish to attend only to subjects of a more 
important character. 



JOURNAL. 

May 15, 1787. 

THE streight that separates England, sofortunatelj for 
her, from all the rest of the world, mrfstHbe crosseil 
Bxany- times before a txaveller ceases to be surprised at the 
sudden and nniyersal change that surrounds him on land- 
ing at Calais. The scene, the people, the language, every 
object is new ; and in those circumstances in which there 
is most resemblance, a discriminating eye finds little diffi- 
culty in discovering marks of distinctions. 

The noble improvement of a salt marsh, worked by 
Mons. Mouron of this town, occasioned my acquaintance 
some time ago with that gentleman ; and I had found him 
too well informed, upon various important objects, not to 
renew it with pleasure. I spent an agreeable and instruc- 
tive evening at his house. — 165 miles. 

The 17th. Nine hours rolling at anchor had so fatigued 
my mare, that I thought it n^fiasftry for her to rest one 
day ; but this morning I left ^ala is^ For a few miles the 
country resembles parts of No3oUj: and Suffolk; gentle 
hills, with some inclosures around the houses in the vales, 
^stant range of wood. The country is the same to 
Towards that town, I was pleased to find 
many seats belonging to people who reside there. How 
often are false ideas conceived from reading and report ! 
I imagined that nobody but farmers and labourers in 
Prance lived in the country ; and the first ride I take in 
that kingdom shews me a score of country seats. The 
road excellent. 

Boulogne is not an ugly town ; and from the ramparts 
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of the upper part the view is beautiful, though low wat' 
in the riyer would not let me aee it to advantage. It 
well known that this place has longbeeu tho resort of great 
numhera of persons from England, whose misfortuneB h 
trade, or extravagance in life, have made a 
abroad more i^eeable than a.t home. It is easy to auppoi 
that they here find a level of society that tempts them ( 
herd in the same place. . Certainly it is not cheapneBs, for' 
it is rather dear. The mixture of French and English 
women makes an odd appearance in the streets ; the latter 
are dressed in their own fashion ; but the French heads 
are all without hats, with close caps, and the body covered 
with a long cloak that reaches to the feet. The town haa 
the appearance of being flourishing : the buildings good, 
and in repair, with some modem ones ; perhaps as sure a, 
t«Bt of prosperity as any other. They are raising also a 
new church, on a large and expensive scale. The place on 
the whole is chearful, and the environs pleasing ; and the 
sea-shore is a flat strand of firm sand as far the tide 
reaches. The high land adjoining is worth viewing by 
those who have not already seen the petrification of dayj 
it is found in the stoney and argllaceous state, just aa 
what I described at Harwich. ("Annals of Agriculture,*" 
vol. vj. p. 218.)— 24 miles. 

The 18th. The view of Boulogne from the other 
at the distance of a mile is a pleasing landscape ; the 
meanders in the vale, and spreads in a fine reach under 
the town, just before it full a into the sea, which opens 
between two high lands, one of which backs the town. — 
The view wants only wood ; for if the bills bad more, fancy 
could scarcely paint a more agreeable scene. The country 
improves, more inclosed, and some parts strgiglyj^aemb- 
ling England, Some fine meadows about ^nbOfi^' and 
several chatcaus. I am not professedly in this diary on 
husbandry, hut must just observe, that it is to the full as 
had as the country is good ; corn miserable and yellow 
with weeds, yet all summer fallowed with lost attention. 
On the hills, which are at no great distance from the 
the trees turn their heads from it, shorn of their folif _ 
it is not therefore to the S.W. alone that we should att 
' font da Brique (Pas de Calsla). 
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bute thia effect. — 1£ tiie French liave not husbandry to 
shew ua, they have road ^: nothing can be more beautiful, 
or kept in more garden order, if I may use the expreaaii 
than that which passes through a, fine wood of Moqs. !Nen- 
vitlier's ; and indeed for tie whole way from'Samer' it ia 
■wonderfully formed : a vast causeway, with hilla cut to 
level Tales ; which would fill me with admiration, if I had 
known nothing of tbe abominable corvees,'' that mc 
commiserate the oppressed farmers, from whose extorted », 
labour, thia magnificence baa been wrung. Women gather- 
ing grass and weeds by hand in the woods for their cowa ii 
a, trait of poverty. 

Pass turbarries' nearJIontreuiJ,* like those at Newbury. 
The walk round the ramparts of that town is pretty : the 
little gardena in the bastions below are singular. The 
place has many English ; for what purpose not eaayTo 
cbMceiYe, for it ia unenlivened by those arcumstancea that 
fetider towns pleasant. In a short conversation with an 
!^glish family returning home, the lady, who is young, 
and I conjecture agreeable, asaured me I should find the 
court of Versailles amazingly splendid. Oh! how sho 
loTcd Praaoe ! — and should regret going to England if she 
did not expect soon to return. As she had crossed the 
kingdom of France, I asked her what part of it pleased her 
beat ; the answer was, such aa a pair of pretty lips would 
be sure to utter, " Oh ! Paria and TersaUles." Her hus- 
band, who is Dot BO young, aaid "Touraine." It ia pro- 
bable, that a farmer ia much more likely to agree with the 
Bentimenta of the husband than of the lady, notwithstand- 
ing her charms. ^24 miles. 

The 19th. Dined, or rather starved, at (SernaJ,' where 

' (Pas de Calais.) \ 

' Here ia an ilJuatration of tbe corvie under the Kllniinlatraticiii of the 1 

Duke d'Agnilbn iu lirittany during the reign otLonis XV. : " Un mal- 

henreox corrajeur, qui pays quarainte sans de capitatioD, et qui a'a poar 

rivro qua ce qn'il peut gagnar dans ]a, journfc, Bern tenu d'entrelenir 

•Driron six toisea (measure of six feet) de cbemiii, enlretien £<alu£ & 

neaf livres (the livre varied in value from twenty to twenty-five sons) 

ohaqpa annie. De plue on In trauBpnrtD.it d'lino route sur une autre, loin 

de eheK \ui.''—Petilv»i of the Parlianicnt of Rnincs. K. Martin, HiR- i 

uln de France, vol. xvi., p. 337. 

• Tnrlwrv ; Fr. Tourbi^ (peat-hed). 

~"^— " * T (Pas de Calaii). (PM de OrioU.) 
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for the fii'st time I met witli that wine of whose ill fame I 
had heard so much in England, that of being worse than 
Bmall beer. Wo_scatterecLj[&n&q^ousea in this part of 
Picardy, all being cdlTected in vUl^ges which ia aa unfor- 
tunate for the beauty ot_aJCuntry. as it is incoDTenient to 
its cultiyation. To i^bbe^g^ unpleasant, nearly flat ; 
and though there are many and great woods, yet they are 
uninteresting. Pass the new chalk chateau of Mons. 8t, 
Maritan, who, h3,d he been in England, would not hara 
built a good house in that situation, nor have projected 
his walls like those of an alms-house. 

Abbeville is said to contain 22,000 souls ; it is oH, and 
disagreeably built ; many of the bouses of wood, with a 
greater air of antiquity than I remember to have seen ; 
their brethren in England have been long ago demolished. 
Viewed the manufacture of Van Eobais,' which was eata- 
"bliahed by Lewis XIV. and of which Voltaire and others 
have spoken so much. I had many enquiries concerning 
wool and woollens to make here ; and, in conversation with 
the mauufafiturers, found them great politicians, condemn- 
ing with violence the new commercial treaty' with England. 
—30 miles. 

, — Ihe-21st. It is the same flat and unpleasing country to 
(PliicourtiS— 15 miles. 

" The 2?d, Poverty and poor crops to Amiens ; women 
are now ploughing with a pair of horses to how barley. 
The difference of the customs of the two nations is in 
nothing more striking than in the labours of the sex; in 
England, it is very little that they will do in the fields 
except to glean and make hay; the first is a party of pilfering, 
and the second of pleasure : in France, they plough and 

> (PsBfleCiilais.) 

* Ttu) Tau Kobais, Dutch cloth manurseCitrers invited to Fmiice by 
Colbert. 

' This treaty, ao liberal in spicil, ww signed at Vewaillea in Sept. 
1786, and rotilicil the fallowing year. Tiie trade between the two 
countrias had been ap lo Chat lime comparative!/ small ; impurts and 
cxpoi'tB were doubled within twelve monlba after the treaty bod come 
into force. Among the clauaea was one providing entire ralrgioua 
liberty for snbjeets of both conntriea, and the right ofBepaltiire " in con- 
venient places to be appointed for that purpose." Tbese IViendly and 
profltabte commercial relations were soon inteiropted by war. Knighl'a 
Hilt. Eng., ?ol. vi.,p. "87. ' '" " 
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fill the duiig-cart. Lombardy poplars aeem to have been 
introduced here about the eajne time ae in England. 

( pcquigpy3 1**8 been the scene of a remarkable trana- 
aetion, tlmtdoes great honour to the tolerating spirit of 
the Frencli nation. Mons. Colmar, a Jew, bought the 
Beignory and estate, including the viscounty of Amieos, of 
the Duke of Cha-ulnes, by firtue of which he appoints the 
canons of the cathedral of Amiens. The bishop resisted 
his nomination, and it was carried by appeal to the parlia- 
ment of Paris, whose decree waa in favour of Mons. Colmar. 
The immediate seignory of Picquigny, but without its 
dependences, is resold to the Count d'Artoia. 

At t^miejg , view the cathedral, said to be built by the 
Engbah; it is very large and beautifuUy light and deco- 
luted. They are fitting it up in black drapery, and a, 
great canopy, with illuminations for the burial of the 
prince de Tingry, colonel of the regiment of cavalry, whose 
station is' here. To view this was an object among the 
people, and crouds were at each door. I was refused en- 
trance, but some officers being admitted, gave orders that 
an English gentleman without should be let in, and I vras 
called back from some distance and desired very politely 
to enter, as they did not know at first that I was an 
Englishman. Theae are but trifles, but they show libe- 
rality, and it is] fair to report them, If an Englishman 
receives attention in France, beca-uge he i» an EnglUlmian, 
what return ought to be made to a Frenchman in England 
is sufficiently obrious. The chiiteau d'eau or machine for ' 
supplying Amiens with water is worth viewing ; but plates 
only could give an idea of it. The town abounds with 
WQoUen manufactures. I conversed with several masters 
wKo^Gnited entirely with those of Abbeville in condemning 
Uie treaty of commerce. — 15 mUes. 

The 23rd. To;Sreteuil* the country is diversified, woods 
everywhere in aighfc-the whole journey. — 21 nules. 

The 24th. A flat_and uninteresting chalky country 
continues about to < i31ermon t,'' where it improves; is billy 
and baa wood. The view of the town as soon as the dale 
is seet), with the Duke of Pitzjamea' plantation is pretty. — ■ 
21 miles. 
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The 25th. The ^nyironB o£ Clermont are pictureBque. 
The hilla al)out< JiaDi.'ou3 are pretty and spread, with a 
Bort of cultivation i had never seen hefore, a mixture of 
vinejards (for hero the vines first appear), gardens and 
corn. A piece of whuat, a acrap of Imserne, a patch of _ 
clover or vetches, a bit of vine with cherry and othet f 
fruit trees scattered among all, and the whole cultivatei 
with the spade ; it makea a pretty appearance, but r 
formjLpoor system of trifling. 

(Chantiff^— magnificence ia its reigning character, it tm 
never lost. There is not taste or beauty enough to softaal 
it into milder features ; all but the chtlteau ' is great, and 
there ia something imposing in that ; escept the gallery of 
the great Condd'a battlea and the cabinet of natural history, 
which is rich in very fine apecimens, moat advantageously 
arranged; it contains nothing that demands particular 
notice ; nor ia there one room which in England would be 
called large. The stable is truly great and exceeds very 
much indeed anything of the kind 1 had ever seen. It ia 
580 feet long and 40 broad, and is sometimes filled with 
240 English horses. I had been so accustomed to the 
imitation in water of the waving and irregular lines of 
nature that I came to Chantilly' prepoaaessed against the 
idea of a canal, but the view of one here is striking Eind 
had the effect which magnificent scenes impress. It ariEies 
from extent and from the right lines of the water uniting 
with the regularity of the objecta in view. It ia Lord 
Karnes,' I think, who says the part of the garden contiguoua 
to the house should partake of the regularity of the build- 
iug ; with much magnificence about a place this is un- 
avoidable. The effect here, however, is leaaened by the 
parterre before the castle, in which the division and the 
diminutive jets d'eau are not of a eizo to correspond with 
the magnificence of the canal. The menagerie is very 
pretty, and exhibits a prodigious variety of domeatic 
poultry, from all parts of the world ; one of the beat objecta 

' The cliitenu here spoken of v/ns riLwd a. 
replaced in I8S0 1/ the elugant constructioi 
iireaenled to the loslitut ia I8d6. 

HoQie, irenry. Lord Kames, Scotch judge and auihur, died 17H3i 
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to which a menagerie can be applied; these, and the 
Corsican stag had all my attention. The hameau contains 
an imitation of an English garden ; the taste is but just 
introduced into France, so that it will not stand a critical 
examination/ The most English idea I saw is the lawn in 
front of the stables ; it is large, of a good verdure, and 
well kept; proving clearly that they may have as fine 
lawns in the north of France as in England. The labyrinth 
is the only complete one I have seen, and I have no incli- 
nation to see another : it is in gardening what a rebus is 
in poetry. In the Sylvae are many very fine and scarce 
plants. I wish those persons who view Chantilly, and are 
fond of fine trees would not forget to ask for the great 
beech ; this is the finest I ever saw ; strait as an arrow, 
and, as I guess, not less than 80 or 90 feet high ; 40 feet 
to the first branch, and 12 feet diameter at five from the 
ground. It is in all respects one of the finest trees that 
can anywhere be met with. Two others are near it, but 
not equal to this superb one. The forest around Chantilly, 
belonging to the Prince of. Cond^^ is immense, spreading 
far and wide ; the Paris road crosses it for ten nules, which 
is its least extent. They say the capitainerie, or para- 
mountship, is above 100 miles in circumference. That is 
to say, all the inhabitants for that extent are pestered with 
game, without permission to destroy it, in order to giva one 
man diversion. Ought not these capitaineries to be ex- 

tirpa te^? 

At ^iuzar c]^ I found that my mare, from illness, would 
travel no fuJtKer ; French stables, which are covered dimg- 
hills, and the carelessness of garcons d'ecuries, an execrable 
set of vermin, had given her cold. I therefore left her to 
send for from Paris, and went thither post ; by which ex- 
periment I found that posting in France is much worse, 

^ This prince headed the emigration, a movement that sealed the fate 
of Louis XVI, The vast Bourbon-Cond4 estate became the property of 
the Duke d'Aumale on the mysterious death of the last duke (son of the 
above-mentioned) in 1830. The old man was found at the chateau of 
St. Leu, hanging by his cravat from the sill of a window, and foul play 
was susjpected. He was father of the Duke d'Enghien, foully murdered 
by the nrst Napoleon. 

^ Luzarches (connected with Paris by a railway branching from the 
Boulogne and Calais line) (Seine et Oise). 
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and even, upon the vrhole, dearer than in Englttnd. Seing 
in & post-chaifie I travelled to (Part^, as other travellers in 
poat-chaiaea do, knowing little or nothing. The laat ten 
miles I was eagerly oa the watch for that throng of 
carriagea which near London impede the fcraveUer. I 
watched in vain; for the road, quite to the gates, is, on 
compariaon, a perfect desert, So many great roads join 
here, that I suppose this must be accidentaL The entrance 
has nothing magnificent ; ill built and dirty. To get to 
the Eue de Tarenne Faubourg St. Gennain, 1 had the 
whole city to cross, and passed it by narrow, ugly, and 
crouded streets. | 

At the hotel dd la Eouhefoueauld I found the Duke 
Liancourt ' an^liB aons. the Coiiiit de la Bochefoucauld/— 
and the Count Alexander, with my excellent friend Mon- 
sieur de Lazowaki,' all of whom I had the pleasure of 
knowing in SufEoIk. They introduced me to the Duchesa 
d'Estiasac, mother of the Duke of Liancourt, and to the 
Duchesa of Liancourt. The agreeable reception and friendly 
attentions I met with from all this liberal family were well 
calculated to give me the moat favourable impreaBion 
• • • #.^2 miles. 
^ The 2Gth. So short a time had I paaaed before in 
France, that the scene is totally new to me. Till we have 
been accustomed to travelling we have a propensity to stare 
at and admire everything — and to be on the searcli f»)r 
novelty, even in circumstances in which it is ridiculous ti>, 

' It was Che Dake de LianmurC who summonei] courage to brealc 
IiomsXVI.iheriillDfilieBastille. "Il iaarevolt!"5BidtheKing. "No, 
ute," replied ihe Duke, " it is a revolution 1 " Thia trae philanthreiriM 
and pubJlc-apirited ciliixn waa one of the most amiable and dignified 
figures at the court of Tersailtes. His leanings were to oonEtitutional 
munarcb/, and be made every ciTort to reconcile the court and the 
sasenibly. Finding the cause of the Beiolation, from his point of tiew, 
hopeless, he qnitted JYance, and afier years of exile quietly ended bis 
days at Liancourt among the oounlry people by whom he was »o de- 
servedly beloteil. Died 1827, in the Hue St. Honor^, Ho. 29. 

' Madame Roland gives a painfulporlraitof this 'Poiish proiigi of Iht 
Dulie. The National Assembly having suppressed bis office as inspector 
of manufactures, he threw himself into lans-culollaia, took part in the 
terrible events of September, 1T9Z, and died soon after. His funeral 
oration was prononnced by Itobespierre. See " M^oires de MsdaiiM 
Holand." Paris, IBSS. ^ 
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' look for it. 1 have beea upon the full silly gape to find 
out things that I had not found before, as if a street in 
Paris could be composed of anything but houses, or bouses 
formed of anything but brick or stone— or that the people 
in them, not being English, would be walking on their 
heads. I shall shake off this folly as fast as I can, and 
bend my attention to mark the character and disposition 
of the nation. Such views naturally lead us to catch the 
( little circumstances which sometimes espreiis them ; not 
an easy task, but subject to many errors. 

I bave only one day to pass at Paris, itnd that is taken 
up with buying necessaries. At Calais, my abundant care 
produced the inconvenience it was meant to avoid ; I was 
I afraid of losing my trunk, by leaving it at Dessein's for 
the diligence ; so I sent it to M. Mourou's. — The couse- 
I quence is, that it is not to be found at Paris, and its con- 
tents are to be bought again before I can leave this city on 
our journey to the Pyrenees. I believe it may be received 
as a maxim, that a traveller should always trust his bag- 
gage to the common voitures of the country, without any 
extraordinary precautions. 

After a rapid excursion, with my friend Lazowaki, to see 
many, things ; but too hastily to form any correct idea, 
spend the evening at his brother's, where I had the plea- 
sure of meeting Mons. de Broussonet,' secretary of the 
Boyal Society of Agriculture, and Mons. Desmarets, both 
I of the Academy of Sciences. As Mous. Lazowski is well 
, informed in the manufactures of Prance, in the police of 
' wbich he enjoys a post of consideration, and as the other 
' gentlemen have paid much attention to agriculture, the 
conversation was in no alight degree instructive, and I re- 
I lotted that a very early departure from Paris would not 
let mo promise myself a further enjoyment so congenial 
witli jay feelings, as the company of men, whose conversa- 
tion shewed a marked attention to objects of national 

' BronSBonet, Fierre Augusts, h ilislinguialied naLuraUst, and no in- 
ngiit6cwit politician, wboie life was a lone series of adrcatiirca. Fro- 
■cribed 8S a Girundin by the Convention, lie contrived with great diffl- 
cnltjr to cross lUe Fjrenees, wheoca he crossed to AEriua, and bst'ami 

-■--■'- to thn Engliali Emliasay in Morocco, In 1805 he "■ 

rtbe Corpg Ugislulif. Died 1807. 
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importance. On (lie breaking up of the party, ^enljcili 
count Alexander de la Eochef oneauld post to 'Jiei^aiUes^' 
to be present at the fete of the day foUowii^; (wEitiBua- 
day) slept at the duke de Liaucoort's Iiotel. 

The 27th. Breakfasted with him at hie apartments in 
the palace, which are annexed to his office of grand master 
of the wardrobe, one of the principal in the court of 
France, — Here 1 found the duke surrounded by a cird& of 
noblemen, among irhom was the duke de la Eochefoucauld,' 
well known for his attention to natural history ; I was 
introduced to him, as he is going to Bagnere de Luchon in 
the P3Tenee8, where I am to have the honour of being in 
his party, 

Tha ceremony of the day was, the King's investing the 
Duke of Berri, son of the count D'Artois. with tho cordon 
blue. The Queen's band was in tha chapel where the 
ceremony was performed, but the musical effect was thin 
and weak, During the service the King was seated between 
his two brothers, and seemed by hia carriage and inatten- 
tion to wish himself a hunting. He would certainly have 
been as well employed, as in hearing afterwards from his 
throne a feudal oath of chivalry, I suppose, or aome such 
nonseftae, administered to a bdy of ten years old. Seeing 
much pompous folly I imagined it was the dauphin, and 
asked a lady of fashion near me ; at which she laughed in 
my face, as if I had been guilty of the moat egregious 
idiotism : nothing could be done in a worse manner ; for 
the stifling of her expression only marked it the more. I 
apphed to Mons. de la Bochefoucauld to learn what gross 
absurdity I had been guilty of so unwittingly; when, for- 
sooth, it was because the dauphin, as all the world knows 
in France, haa the cordon blue put around him as soon as 
ho is bom. So unpardonable was it for a foreigner to be 
ignorant of such an important part of French history, as 
that of giving a babe a blue slobbering bib instead of a 
white one ! 

' Likn his kinsman the Dae 3e Liancoiirt, one of tlio public-spirited 

noblemen who welcomed the KeToIutioa. " La cnastitution ssra fuiW on 

nous Tie serona plus " were his words two years later. Of liberal ' 

and storling worth the Duke dc la Roehefgucauld deserved a b 

^te. Killed at Gisara, 1794. 
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After this ceremony was finished, the King and the 
knights walked in a sort . of procession to a small apart- 
ment in which he dined, saluting the Queen as they passed. 
There appeared to be more ease and familiarity than form 
in this part of the ceremony ; her majesty, who, by the 
way, is the most beautiful woman I saw to-day, received 
them with a variety of expression. On some she smiled ; 
to others she talked ; a few seemed to have the honour of 
being more in her intimacy. Her return to some was 
formal, and to others distant. To the gallant Suffrein ^ it 
was respectful and benign. The ceremony of the King's 
dining in public is more odd than splendid. The Queen 
sat by him with a cover before her, but ate nothing ; con- 
versing with the duke of Orleans, and the duke of Liancourt, 
who stood behind her chair. To me it would have been a 
most uncomfortable meal, and were I a sovereign, I would 
sweep away three-fourths of these stupid forms ; if Kings/ 
do not dine like other people, they lose much of the plea-[ 
sure of life ; their station is very well calculated to deprive 
them of much, and they submit to nonsensical customs, 
the sole tendency of which is to lessen the remainder. The 
only comfortable or amusing dinner is a table of ten or 
twelve covers for the peo](lie whom they like ; travellers 
tell us that this was the mode of the late King of Prussia, 
who knew the value of life too well to sacrifice it to empty 
forms on the one hand, or to a monastic reserve on the 
other. 

The palace of Yersaill es. one of the objects of which 
report haa given me the greatest expectation, is not in the 
least striking : I view it without emotion : the impression 
it makes is nothing. What can compensate the want of 
unity ? From whatever point viewed, it appears an assem- 
blage of buildings ; a splendid quarter of a town, but not 
a fine edifice ; an objection from which the garden front is 
not free, though by far the most beautiful. — The great 
gallery is the finest room I have seen; the other apart- 

' This brave admiral had commanded the French fleets in the East 
(1773, 1783), coming to sharp encounters with our own off the coasts of 
Madras and Ceylon. His most brilliant exploit was the capture of Trin- 
oomalee, but these successes were not seconded by the weak government 
at home, and the Treaty of Versailles cut short liis career. Died 1788. 
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ments are nothing ; Lut the pictures and statues are well 
kuomi to be a capital collection, The whole palace, ex- 
cept the chapel, seems to be open to all the world; we 
pushed through aa amazing croud of all aorta of people to 
see the procession, many of them not very well dressed, 
whence it appears, that no questions are asked. But the 
ofBeers at the door of the apartment in which the King 
dined, made a distinction, and would not permit aU to 
enter promiscuously. 

Travellers speak much, even very late ones, of the re- 
markable interest the French take in all that personally 
concerns their Sing, shewing by the eagerness of their 
attention not curiosity only, but love. Where, how, and 
in whom those gentlemen discovered this I know not, — It 
is either misrepreseutation, or the people are changed in a 
few years more than is credible. Dine at Paris, and in 
the evening the duchess of Liancourt, who seems to be one 
of the best of women, carried me to the opera at St. Cloud,' 
where also we viewed the palace which the Queen is build- 
ing ; it is large, but there is much in the front that does 
not please me. — 20 miles. 

The 28th. Finding my mare sufficiently recovered for 
a journey, a point of importance to a traveller so weak in 
cavalry as myself, I left Paris, accompanying the count de 
la Kocbefoucauld and my friend Lazowski, and commencing 
a journey that is to t;roaB^e whole kingdom to tho^- 
renees. , The road ta.Orleaii^' is one of the greatest thai 
lea^s from Paris, I expecte3, therefore, to have my former 
impression of the httle traffic near that city removed; but 
on the contrary, it was confirmed ; it is a desert compared 
with those around London. In ten miles we met not one 
stage or diligence ; only two messa^eries, and very few 
chaises ; not a tenth of what would have been met had we 
been leaving London at the same hour. Knowing how 
great, rich, and important a city Paris is. this circumstance 
perpleies me much. Should it afterwards be confirmed, 
conclusions in abundance are to be drawn. 

For a few miles, the scene is everywhere scattered with 

' * This cUteau, famous as tbe scene of Napoleon's Coup d'^Ut of Ihe 
18 firuinaire. from vhieh tlao emanaleil the onioniianueB of '"■'r'l'H Xwd 
WB« deatrojedby the Priusian fire in ISIt). '^ 
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the shafts of quarries, tlie stone drawn up hj lantlioni 
wheels of a great diameter. The country diversified ; and 
its greatest want to please the eje is a river ; woods gene- 
r^y in view; the proportion of the French territory 
corered hy this production for want of coals, must be 
prodigious, for it has been the same all the way from 
Calais. At^^M^? the mar^chal duke de Mouchy ' has 
a Hmall house', wmch has uothing to recommend it. — 20 
miles. 

The 29th. To ^stam pTj is partly through a flat coun- 
try. ^h e beginniiig" of tile famous Pays de Beauce. To 
^Ht^ flat and disagreeable, only two or three gentle- 
tteifS seats in sight.— 31 miles. 

The 30th. One universal flat, unincloaed, uninteresting, 
and even tedious, though small towns and Tillages are 
every where in sight ; the features that might compound 
a huidscape are not brought together. This Fa ys de . I 
Beaac e contains, by reputation, the cream of French hus- 
taodiy; the soil excellent; but the management all fal- 
low. Pass through part of the forest of Orleans belonging 
to the duke of that name : it is one of the large_st in France. 

From the steeple of the cathedral at ^Orleans ^- the pros- 
pect 13 "very fine. The town large, and its suburbs, of 
■ingle streets, extend fiear ai league. The vast range of 
country, that- spreads on every side, is an unbounded 
plain, through which the magnificent Loire bends hia 
stately way. in sighrfor4.4 leagues ; the whole scattered 
with rich meadows, vineyajsd, .^rdens, and forests. The 
population must be very great -lur, beside the city, which 
contains near 40,000 people, the number oi smaller towns 
and villages strewed thickly over the plain is such as to 
render the whole scene animated. The cathedral, from 
which we had this noble prospect is a fine building, the 

■ (Seine et Ouc.) 

> Philippe Comte de Noailles, Doc de Mouchy, with his wife, gnil- 
lotined during the Terror. He was son of Adrinn Muurict>, Marshal 
lie France and Due de NonllleH, and father of that public-3| 
linaunt who took the lead in renouncing feudal pririlegea oi 
tuetDblage of the Slates General. 
npei (Seine et O'nv). 
' ilhe Orle«n»fftilw»j (Loit«l]^ 
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choir raised by Heary IV. The new clmrcU is a pleasing 
edifice ; the bridge a noble structure o£ stone, and the first 
experiment of the flat arch made in France, wbere it is 
now HO fashionable. It contains nine, and is 410 yards 
>f long, and 45 feet wide. To hear some EngUsbmen talk, 
one would suppose there was not a flne bridge in all 
Prance ; not the first, nor the last error I hope that tra- 
velling will remove. There are many bai^s and boats at 
the quay, built upon the river in the Bourbonnois, &c. 
loaded with wood, brandy, wine, and other goods ; on 
arriving at Nantes, the vessels are broken up and sold 
with the cargo. Great numbers built with spruce fir. A 
boat goes from hence to that city, when demanded by fiii 
passengers, each paying a louis-d'or : ' they lie on shore 
every night, and reach Nant«s in four days and a half. 
The principal street leading to the bridge is a fine one, all 
busy and alive, for trade is brisk here. Admire the fine 
acacias scattered about the town. — 20 miles. 

The 3l 6t. O n leaving it, enter soon the miserable pro- 

vince oKgolo^^ which the French writers call the triiie 

Sologne.' "Through all this country they have had severe 

Spring frosts, for the leaves of the walnuts are black and 

cut off- I should not have expected this unequivocal 

mark uf. a bad climate after passing the Loire. To La 

Ferte Lowen^ahT.'a dead flat of hungry sandy gravel, with 

much heath. The poor people, who cultivate the soil here, 

'' are mitayerg* that is, men who hire the land without 

1 abihty to stock it ; the proprietor is forced to provide 

cattle and seed, and he and his tenant divide the produce ; 

a miserable system, that perpetuates poverty and excludes 

instruction. Meet a man employed on the roads who was 

' Coin tliuB called in ibe reiga oF Louis Xllt. ; vaJue in 1T8T twantj- 

four fruncs. 

©I'iantations, irrigation, cftiinliKition nnd improied methoda of agri- 
culliire are grniiually trBnaforming Lliis regi""* ^ SuJogne forma purt 
of The two depnrcmenia ofLoiret and Loir aod Cher. 
• la. Fertj-Saint-Aubin (Loirel). 
1^' Metayage, Lat. Medietartua, ia tlie ajslem of farmings on half 
profits, so succeaaful in vacioua parts of France. The owner of the land 
Biipplieglhe soil rent-free, ihe farmer gites the necessBry labour, the frnits 
lieing eqnallj shared. Complex: ai siirh an arrangeiaent may appear at 
liret sight, metayage must lie counted as a factor of grvat unjiorlance 
~ tlie agriuultanil prosperity of Franee. 
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prisoner at Falmouth four years ; he does not seem to have 
any rancour against the English ; ngt jet was he very well 
pleased with his treatmeat. Al/La FertO ia a handsome 
chateau of the marquia de CroixTTrtttTseveral canals, and 
a great command of water. To Nonant-le-Fuzelier,' a 
strange mixture of sand and water. Much inclosed, and 
the houses and cottages of wood filled between the studs 
with clay or bricts, and covered not with slate but tile, 
with some bams boarded like those in Suffolk — rows of 
pollards in some of the hedges ; an excellent road of aaud ; 
the general features of a woodland country ; all combined 
to give a strong resemblance to many parts of England ; 
but the husbandry is so little like that of England, that 
the least attention to it destroyed every notion of simi- 
haity. — 27 miles. 

Jp tfB 1, The same wretched country continues toi'Xa 
liog^, ' the fields are scenes of pitiable management)'~as 
flTEnousea are of misery. Tet all this country highly 
improveable, if they knew what fo~3o"TnlErit: the pro- 
perly, perhaps, of aoiae""nmio3e glittering beings, who 
figured in the procession the other day at Versailles. 
Hearen grant me patience while I see a country thus 
Deglected — and foi^ve me the oaths I swear at the ab- 
sence and ignoraiice of the possessors.— Enter the gent^- 
rality ' o^^ourges^nd soon after a forest of oak belonging 
to the couilt d^ftois ; the trees are dying at top, before 
they attain any size^ There the miserable Sologne ends ; 
the first view of^ersMj ' and its vicinity is fine. A noble 
vale spreads at your feet, through which the river Cher' 
leads, seen in several places to the distance of some leagues, 
a bright sun burnished the water, like a string of lakes 
amidst the shade of a vast woodland. See Bourges to the 
left.— 18 miles. 

The 2d. Pass the rivers Cher and Lave ; the bridges 
well bnilt ; the stream fine, and with the wood, buildings, 
boats, and adjoining bills, form an animated scene. Several 

> Tha Chatean de LowemUl (Loiret). 

> Nonant-ld-Fuzelfer (Loir and Cher). This little town ii an ictive 
centre of b«e-farming, 

■ (Loir and Cher.) ' G^Srilitf, ancieal fiscal diviiioik 

' Vierwin (Cher), < (Cher.) 
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new houfles, and buildings of good stone in Vetaon ; 
place appears thriving, and doubtless owea much to 
navigation. We are now iU|^^^a province governed 
I a provincial asBembly, conagtre entlT the roads good, 
made without eoroeeg. ^atag? is a little town that si 
sista cbiefly by apinning. We drank there excellent 
cere ' wine, of a deep colour, rich flavour, and good bodj 
20/.' the bottle ; but in the country 10,_ An extensr 
proBpect before we arrived at phateaurou"?? where 

viewed the manufaetureB. — 40 mire"B;;r"^ , 

The 3d. Within about three of (Ai^entonT come u_ 
a fine scene, beautiful, yet with bold"fe5tnreB ; a narrow 
vale boiinded on every side with bills covered with wood, 
all of which are immediately under the eye, without a 
level acre, except the bottom of the vale, through wMch 
river flows, by an old castle picturesquely situated to 
right ; and to the left, a tower rising out of a wood. 

At Argeuton, walk up a rock that hangs almost < 
the town. It is a delicious scene. A natural ledge of 
perpendicular rock pushes forward abruptly over the vale, 
which is half a. mile broad, and two or three long: at one 
end closed by hills, and at the other filled by the town 
with vineyards rising above it; the Burronnding acene 
that hems in the vale is high enough for relief ; vineyards, 
rocks or hills covered with wood. The vale cut into in- 
cloBures of a lovely verdure, and a. fine river winds through 
it, with an outline that leaves nothing to wish. The 
venerable fragments of a castle's ruins, near the point of 
view, are well adapted to awaken reflections on the triumph 
of the arts of peace over the barbarous ravages of tl 
feudal ages, when every class of society was involved 
commotion, and the lower rants were worse slaves than 
present. 
J The general face of the country, from Verson to 
genton, is an uninteresting' flat with many heaths of linj 
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' Valan (Inclre). 

» Sol. fluu. 

' Chatcanroiix (Inilre). From 
(viebraled Tur iM cloLh manufaclur.-. 

' (Indre), wilbineaiyrHchofthBT^llBfOflACmiB^bi 
hy George 9i — ' 
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No appearance of population, and even towns are thin. 
The husbandry poor and the people miBerable. By the 
ciroumstanceB to which I could give attention I conceive 
them to he honest and industrious; they seem clean ; are 
civil, and have good countenancea. Thuy ap pear to me as 
if they would imjiroye their country. iJ! may iormeT^e 
-gaft Mji-Bysteauj .he pri ncijJes of which tendeiia na.tmpii.l 
_Erospeoty, — 18 milea. 

The 4th, Pass an inclosed country, which would have 
a better appearance if the oaka had not lost their fohage 
by insects, whose webs hang over the buds. They are 
but now C'mung into leaf again. Cross a stream which 
separates ^er^from La Marche;' chesouts appear at 
the same time ; they are spread over all the fields, and 
yield the food of the poor. A variety of bill and dale, 
with fine woods, but little signs of population. Lizards 
for the first time also. There seems a connection relative 
to climate between the ehesnuts and these harmless 
animals. They are very numeraua^-and. ^o^e of them 
near a foot long. Sleep a\ jLa YiUe a n Brunei— 24 miles. 

The 5th. The country improve a^iir "beauty greatly ; 
pass a vale, where a causeway stops the water of a small > 
rivulet and swells it into a lake, that forms one feature of 
a delicious scene. The indented outlines and the swells 
margined with wood are beautiful ; the hills on every side 
in unison ; one now covered with ling the prophetic eye of 
taste may imagine lawn. Nothing is wanted to render 
the scene a garden, but to clear away rubbish. 

The general face of the country, for 16 miles, by far 
the most beautiful I have seen in Prance ; it is thickly 
inclosed, and full of wood ; the umbrageous fohage of the 
chesnuts gives the same beautiful verdure to the bUls, as 
watered meadows (seen for the first time to day) to the 
vales. Distajit mountainous ridges form the back ground, 
and make the whole interesting. The declivity of country, 
as we go down toiBaasies,*! offers a beautiful view; and 



The tract of nncultivated land serving ns a frontier betwenn two 
sliLlei or seignorial domitins. Thua ws find la Marchs bettveen le 
Bern, and le Limaasin, lea Marches in Savoy, &c. From Iba first- 
■ tbrmed the department of la Coitbeb, 
r,) ' Baaaines (Ute. Vianne). 
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the approacb to the town, preaonta a lantlBcapa-faijcifully 
grouped of rock, and wood, and water. To 'iimog^ pass 
another artificial lake between cultivated hilBrv^ejond 
are wilder heights, but miied with pleaaant vales ; etill 
another lalie more beautiful than the former, with a fine 
accompanyment of wood ; a«rosB a. mountain of chesnut 
copse, which commands a acene of a character different 
from any I have viewed either in France or England, a. 
great range of hi!! and dale all covered with forest, and 
bounded by distant mountains. Not a veatigo of an; 
human residence ; no village : no house or hut, no smoke 
to raise the idea of a peopled country ; an American 
Bcene ; wild enough for the tomohawk of the^ savage. 
Stop at an execrable auberge, called iJtfaJH o nlR ouge; where 
we intended to sleep; but, on esammation, found every 
appearance ao forbidding, and so beggarly an account of a, 
larder, that we passed on to Limoge. The roads through 
all this country, are truly noble, far beyond any thing I 
have seen in Prancofit elsewhere. — 44 miles. 

The 6th. Viei^Tiimogc) and examine its manufactures. 
It was certainly a lECmS^ station, and some traces of its 
antiquity are still remaining. It is ill built, with narrow 
and crooked streets, the houses high and disagreeable. 
They are raised of granite, or wood with lath and plaister, 
which saves lime, an espensive article here, being brought 
from a distance of twelve leagues ; the roofs are of pantiles, 
with projecting eaves, and almost fiat; a sure proof we 
have quitted the region of heavy snowa. The best of their 
public worka ia noble fountain, the water conducted three 
quarters of a league by an arched aqueduct brought under 
the bed of a rock 60 feet deep to the highest spot in the 
town, where it falls into a bason 15 feet diameter, cut out 
of one piece of granit* ; thence the water ia let into reser- 
voira, closed by sluices, which are opened for watering the^ 
streets, or in cases of fires. 

The cathedral is ancient, and the roof of stone ; t 
are some araliesque ornaments cut in stone, aa light, i 
and elegant as any modem house can boaet, whose dec 
tions are in the same taste. 

The present bishop has erected a large and hands 
palace, and Lis garden is the finest object to be seen J 
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Limoge, for it commandB a, landscape hardly to be equalled 
for beauty : it would be idle to give any other description 
than just enough to induce travellers to view it. A river 
winds through a vale, surrounded by bills that present 
the gayest and most animated assemblage of villaa, farms, 
vines, hanging meadows, and cbcanuts blended so for- 
tunately as to compose a scene truly smiling. This bishop 
is a friend of the count de la Bochefoucauld's family; be 
invited us to dine, and gave us a very handsome enter- 
tainment. Lord MaeartBRV .' when a prisoner in France, 
after the Grenades were taken, spent some time with bim ; 
there was an instance of French politeness shewn to his 
lordship, that marks the urbanity of this people. The 
order came from court to sing Te Deum on the very day 
that Lord Macartney was to arrive. Conceiving that the 
pahlic demonstrations of joy for a victory that brought 
his noble guest a prisoner, might be personally unpleasant 
to him, the bishop proposed to the intendant to postpone 
the ceremony for a few days, in order that he might not 
meet it so abruptly; this was instantly acceded to, and 
conducted in such a manner afterwards as to mark as 
much attention to I*rd Macartney's feelings as to their 
own. The bishop told me, that Lord Macartney spoke 
better French than he could have conceived possible for a 
fore^ner, had he not heard him ; better than many well 
educated Frenchmen. 

The post of intendant here was rendered celebrated by 
being filled by that friend of mankind, Turgot, whose well | 
earned reputation in this province placed him at the 
head of tie French finances, as may be very agreeably 
learned, in thart; production of equal truth and elegance, 
his life by the marquis of Condorcet. The character which 
Turgot left here is considerable. The noble roads we have 
passed, so much exceeding any other I have seen in France, 
were amongst his good works ; an epithet due to them be- 
cause not made by corveee. There is here a society of 

' Lord UaoLrtney was appuinted envoy RxtnuirdinBrylothe EmpreBa 
of BuuiB in 1764, and kt«r goTemor of Tobago. On the captnre of 
tliat i»1aud he was sent lo JTranoe. In 1780 he hecaire governor " 
Madras, and afterwards Governor-Oensral of Bengal. St. Lucia, 
'^" ~ ', Grenada, and Tobago (the Windward Islands) now belong to 
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agriculture, which owes it origin to the Bame distinguished 
patriot: but iu that moat uulucty path oi French eieftion 
he waa able to do nothing : evils too radically fixed were 
rin the way of the attempt, This society does like other 
I societies, — they meet, converse, ofEer prcmiuma, and pub- 
lish nonsense. This is not of much consequence, for the 
people, instead of reading their memoirs, are not able to 
read at all. They caa however see ; and if a farm was 
established in tha,t good cultivation which they ought to 
copy, something would be presented from which thoy 
might learn. I asked particularly if the members of this 
society had land in their own hands, from which it might 
be judged if they knew anything of the matter themselves : 
I was assured that they had ; but the conversation pre- 
' sently explained it : they had metayere around their 
country-seats, and this was considered as farming their 
own lands, so that they assume something of a merit from 
the identical circumstance, which is the curse and ruin of 
the whole country. In the agricultural conversations we 
have had on the journey from Orleans, I have notfoand 
|one person who seemed sensible of the mischief of_^a 
/gyfl tem. 

The 7th. No chesnuts for a. league before we ri 
Piere Bussiere,' they say because the basis of the count 
is a hard granite ; and they assert also at Limoge, that ii 
this granite there grow neither vines, wheat, nor chesnutg, 
but that on the softer granites these plants thrive well : it 
is true, that chesnuts and this granite appeared ti^ether 
when we entered limoain. The road has been incompar- 
ably fine, and much more like the well kept alleys of a 
garden than a common high way. See for the first time 
old towers, that appear in this country, — 33 miles. 

The 8th. Pass an extraordinary spectacle for Ei^lish 
" eyes, of many houses too good to be called cottages, with- 
out any glass windows. Some miles to the right is 
Pompadour," where the King has a stud ; there are all 
kinds of horses, but chiefly Arabian, Turkish and English- 
Three years ago four Arabians were imported, which bad 

' Pierre buasiSre (Ute. Vienna). 

' ( Ooritngne.) This rillagii wns created a marqiiiaate by Louis XT. 
■fiir till mislrt'aa, Chileau and haras rolnaia. M 
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been procured at the expence of 72,000 livres (31491.)' 
the price of covering a mare is only three livres to the 
groom; the owners are permitted to sell their colts as they 
please.butif these came upto the Btandajd height, the King's 
officers have the preference, provided they give the price 
ofEered by others. These horses are not saddled tifl. sis 
years old. They pasture aJl day, but at night are confined 
on aceovint of wolves, which are so common as to be a 
great plagne to the peoi>le. A horse of six years old, a 
little more than four feet six inches high, is sold for 701. ; 
apilJSL has been offered for a colt of one year old, 
rozar^)' dine ati^onzenac^" between which place and ' 
BrtTB^eet the first'irraizeT'or Indian corn. 
^JSielieauty of .the country, through the 34 miles from 
t^^t^Georgg' ttf'Bnve^a so various, and in every respect so ~ 
sHilE^g and iMeros&ig, that I sbail attempt no particular 
description, but observe in general, that I am much in 
doubt, whether there be anything comparable to it either 
in England or Ireland. It is not that a fine view breaks 
now and then upon the eye to compensate the traveller for 
the dulnesa of a much longer district ; but a quick succes- 
sion of landflcapes, many of which would be rendered 
famous in England, by the resort of travellers to view 
them. The country is all lull or valley; the hills are very^ 
high, and would be called with us mountains, if waste and 
covered with heated ; but being cultivated to the very tops, 
their magnitude is lessened to the eye. Their forma are 
various: they swell in beautiful semi-globes; they project 
in abrupt masaes, which inclose deep glens : they expand 
into amphitheatres of cultivation that rise in gradation to 
the eye : in some places tossed into a thousand inequali- 
ties of surfa^ie ; in others the eye reposes on scenes of the 
softest verdure. Add to this, the rich robe with which 
nature's bounteous band has dressed the slopes, with 
han^ng woods of chesnut. And whether the vales open 
their verdant, bosoms, and admit the sun to illumine the 
rivers in their comparative repose ; or whether they be 
closed in deep glens, that afford a passage with difficulty 

' The liire diRered in value bom twenty to twenlf-fiie sons. 
I7ieTche (CorrEif). " (CorrSie.) 

-^ Gennam-leg-Iielles (Hte. Vicane). ■ (Ibid.) 
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to the water rolling over tteir rocky beds, and dazzling the 
eye with the lustre o£ cascades ; in every case the features 
are interesting and characteristic of the scenery. Soma 
views of singular beauty rivetted us to the spot ; that of 
the town of TJzarch, covering a conical hill, rising in the 
hoUow of an amphitheatre of wood, and surrounded at its 
feet by a, noble river, is unique. Derry in Ireland has 
something of its form, but wants some of its ricbeat 
features. The water-scenes from the town itself, and im- 
mediately after passing it, are delicious. The immense 
view from the descent to Doazenac is equally magnificent. 
To all this is added the finest road in the world, evi 
where formed in the most perfect manner, and kept 
the highest preservation, like the well ordered alley 
a garden, without dust, sand, stones, or inequality, firm 
and level, oE pounded granite, and traced with such a 

. perpetual command of prospect, that had the engineer no 

/ other object in view, he could not have executed it with a, 

I more finished taste. 

^— -^The view of Brive, from the hill is so fine, that it gives 
the expectation of a beautiful little town, and the gaiety of 
the environs encourages the idea ; but on entering, such a 
contrast is found as disgusts completely. Close, ill built, 
crooked, dirty, stinking streets, exclude the sun, and 
almost the air from every habitation, except a few toler- 
able ones on the promenade. — 34 miles. 

The 9Jh-. Enter a different country with the new pi 
vince oE Quercy,' which is a part of Guienne ; not near 
beautiful BB"Limosin, but, to make amends, it is far beW 
Vcultivated. Thanks to maize, which does wonders ! 
Hoailles, on the summit of a high hill, the chateau' of the 
Marshal Duke of that name. — Enter a calcareous country,.] 
and lose chesnuts at, the ^me time. 

fin going down to SouOlac,^ there is a prospect that must 
universally please r it is" a bird's eye view of a dehcious 
little valley, sunk deep amongst some very bold hills that 
' Former] J le pays de C&durqaea, now the depBrtmsnt of the Lot. 
* The chlteau still remains. The Due de NoailleB here mentioned 
wna brother of the unforlunato Duo lie Mouchy. He wm croaled 
Marah&ll of France by Louis XV. without hD.ving rendered any services 
deserving the honour. Died 1793. (H. Martin.) 

' Souillae (Lot). I 
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inclose it ; a margin of wild mountain contrasts the extreme 
beauty o£ the level surface below, a acene of cultivation 
scattered with fine walnut trees ; nothing can apparentlyt-* i 
exceed the esuberant fertility of this spot. ] 

Souillac is a little town in a thriving Btat«, having some I 
rich merchants. They receive staves from the mountains 
of Auvergne by their river Dordonne, which is navigable ; 
eight months in thej-ear; these they e xport to Bordeaux "* 
and Liboum ; also wine, com, and cattie, and import salll^ 
in great quantities. It is not in the power of an English 
imagination to figure the animals that waited upon us 
here, at the Chapeau Bonge. Some things that called 
themselves by the courtesy of Souiilac women, but in 
reality walking dung-hills. — But a neatly dressed clean ^f 
waiting girl at an inn, will be looked for in vain in Prance. 
—34 miles. 

The 10th. Cross therI3ordon5&-.by a ferry; the boat 
well contrived for drivingin ftr"6ne end, and out at the 
other, without the abominable operation, common in 
England, of beating horses till they leap into them ; the 
price is as great a contrast as the escellence j we paid for 
an English whisky,' a French cabriolet, one aaddle-horse 
and six persons, no more than 50a, (2s. Id,) I have paid half- 
a-erown a wheel in England for esecrable ferries, jwissed over 
at the hazard of the horses hmbs. — This river runs in a very 
deep valley between two ridges of high hills : eitensive 
views, all scattered with villages and single houses; an - 
appearance of great population. Chosnuts on a calcareous 
BQU, cootr^ry tq^the Limosin maxim. 

T^Pasi Paynic,"'and meet many beggars, which we had ^ 
not donebelore. All the country, girls and women, are k| 
vrithont shoes or stockings ; and the ploughmen at their ^ 
work have neither sabots nor feet to their stockings. This 
is a poverty, that strikes at the root of national prosperity ; 
a large consumption among the poor being of more conse- 
quence than among the rich : the wealth of a nation lies 
in its circulation and conaumption ; and the case of poor 
people abstaining from the use of manufactures of leather 
and wool ought to be considered as an evil of the first 
magnitude. It reminded me of the misery of Ireland. ; 
' A light carriage, also called i(m-wAw*(y. " Cjot)^ 
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Vabs Pont-de-Rodez,' and come to higk land, vrlience we 
enjfiye'd an imnicnse and singulaj prospect of ridges, bills, 
vales, and gentle elopeB, rising one beyond another in 
every direction, with few massea of wood, but many 
scattered trees, At least forty miles are tolerably distinct 
to the eye, and without a level acre ; the Enin, on the point 
of bein^ eot, illumined part of it, and displayed a vast 
number of villages and scattered farms. The mountains 
of Auvergne, at the distance of 100 miles, added to the 
view. Pass by several cottages, exceedingly well built, of 
stone and slate or tiles, yet without any glass to the 
^windows ; can a country be likely to thrive where the great 
.^object is to spare manufactures ? Women picking weeds 
)iJ*\ ^into their aprons for their cows, another sign of poverty I 
' observed, during the whole way from Calais. — 30 miles. 
The 11th. See for the first lim.e th e Pyrene es, at the 
distance of 150 miles. — To me, wh"oTiad never seen an 
object farther than 60 or 70, I mean the Wicfclow moun- 
tains, as I was going out of Holyhead, this was interesting. 
Wherever the eye wandered in search of new objects it 
was sure to rest there. Their magnitude, their snowy 
height, the lino of separation between two great Mngdoma, 
and the end of fflix .trj^yels altogether account for this 
effect. Towards^Jahors^ the country changes, and has 
something of a savw^-afepect ; yet houses are seen every 
where, and one-third of it under vines. 
That town is bad ; the streets neither wide nor strait, 
\\f but the new road is an improvement. The chief object of 
r t^ta trade and resource are vines and brandies. The true 
Vin de Cahors, which has a great reputation, is the produce 
of a range of vineyards, very rocky, on a ridge of hills full 
to the south, and is called Vin de Grave, because growing 
on a gravelly soil. In plentiful years, the price of good 
wine here does not exceed that of the cask ; last year it 
was sold at 10s. 6d. a barique, or 8d. a dozen. We drank 
it at the Troia Kois from tbree to ten years old, the latter 
at 30e. (Is. 3d.) the bottle ; both esceUent, full bodied, 
great spirit, without being fiery, and to my palate much 
better than our ports. I liked it so well, that I established 

^ ' Pont de Rodo (Lol). '(lot.} 
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a correspondence "with Mons. Andoury, the innkeeper.* , 
The heat of this country is equal to the production of ({. ^[ * 
strong wine. This was the most burning day we had/'"^/. 
experienced. ' ' 

On leaving Cahors, the mountain of rock rises so imme- \ 
diately, that it seems as if it would tumble into the town. \ 
The leaves of walnuts are now black with frosts that ; 
happened within a fortnight. On enquiry, I found they j 
are subject to these frosts all through the spring months ; 
and though rye is sometimes killed by them, the mildew, 
in wheat is hardly known ; — a fact sufficiently destructive ' 
of th e theory of frosts being tKecails e of Ihkt cGst emper. 
Jftis very rare tfiafanysnoW falls hgrensieep at Venlilmc.* / 
—22 miles. — ^ 

The 12th. The shape and colour of the peasants houses 
here add a beauty to the country ; they are square, white, 
and with rather flat roofs, but few windows. The peasants 
^re for the most part land-proprietors. Immense view of 
the I^eneesjbfifo^^us, of an extent and height truly sub- 
lime : near^rargeOfcli© view of a rich vale, that seems to 
reach unin fen iq ^tedly to those mountains is a glorious 
scenery ; one vast sheet o f cultivation : every where chequered ' ■ 
with these well built white houses ; — the eye losing itseK 
in the vapour, which ends only with that stupendous 
ridge, whose snow-capped heads are broken into the boldest 
outline. The road tc^&aussade^ leads through a very fine 
avenue of six rows of tr5y«,"tw^f them mulberries, which 
are the first we have seen. Thus we have travelled almost 
to the Pyrenees before we met with an article of culture 
which some want to introduce into England. The vale 
here is all on a dead level ; the roads finely made, and 
mended with gravel. QUoatauban, ' is old, but not ill built. ^ 
There are many good houses, without forming handsome / 
streets. It is said to be very populous, and the eye con- . ■ 
firms the intelligence. The cathedral is modem, and pretty ^ 
well built, but too heavy. The public college, the seminary, 

# 

* I since had a barrique of him ; but whether he sent bad wine, which 
I am not willing to believe, or that it came through ba^ hands, I know 
not. It is, however, so bad, as to be item for folly. — Aktho^s note, 

« Ventaillac (Lot). * (Tarn et Garonne). 

"^ (Tarn et Garonoe.) ' Montauban {yhid,). 
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tlie buiLop's palace, and the house of the first president of 
I. the court of aida are good huildinga : the last large, with a 
most Bhewy entrance. The promenade is finely situated; 
built on the highest part of the rampart, and commanding 
that noble Tale, or rather plain, one of the richest in 
£urope, which extends on one side to the Bea, and in front 
to the Pyrenees ; whose towering masses, heaped one upon 
another, in a stupendous manner, and covered with snow, 
offer a variety of lights and shades from indented forms, 
and the immensity of their projections. This prospect, 
which contains a semi-circle of an hundred miles diameter. 



confused mass of infinitely varied parts — melting gradu- 
ally into the distant obscure, from which emerges the 
amazing frame of the Pyrenees, rearing their silvered 
heads far above the clouds. At Montauban, I met Capt. 
Plampin, of the royal navy ; he was with Major Crew, who 
has a house and family here, to which he politely carried 
us ; it ia sweetly situated on the skirts of the town, com- 
manding a fine view ; they were so obliging as to resolve 
my enquiries upon some points, of which a residence made 
them complete judges. [..living is reckoned cheap here; a, 
family was named to ua, whose income was supposed to be 
about 1500 louis a-year, and who lived as handsomely aa 
in England on SOOOL The comparative deamesg and 
cheapness of different countries, is a subject of consider- 
able importance, but diflicult to analize. As I conceive the 
English to have made far greater advances in the useful 
arts, and in mauiifaotures, than the French have done, 
England ought to be the cheaper country. What we meet 
with in France, is a cheap inode of^ living, which ia quite 
another consideration. — 30 miles. "^ 

The 13th. L. Pass G-risolles,' where are well built cottages 
without glass, and some with no other light than the door. 
Dine at Pompinion,' at the Grand Soleil, an uncommonly 
good inn, where Capt. Plampin, who a^M^ompanied us thus 
far, took bia leave, f Here we had a violent storm of thun- 
der and lightning, with rain much heavier I thought than 
I had known in England ; but, when we set out for Tou- 

' {Tarn et Garonne.) ' Pompignon (Tarn et Garonne). 
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louze, I was immeiliately convinced tliat eucli a violent 
alitrwer tad never fallerfin that kingdom j for the deetruc- 
tion it had poured on the noble scene of cultivation, which 
but a, moment before was smiling with exuberance, was 
terrible to behold. All now one scene of distress: the 
finest crops of wheat beaten so flat to the ground, that I 
question whether they can ever rise a^in ; other fields so 
inundated, that we were actually in doubt whether we 
were looking on what was lately land or always water. 
The ditches had been filled rapidly with mud, had over- 
floired the road, and swept dirt and gravel over the 

Cross one of the finest plains of wheat that is any 
where to be seon; the storm, therefore, was fortunately 
partiafy^Pass St. Jorry;' a noble road, but not better 
than in Limo^. It is a desert to the rery gates ; meet 
not more persons than if it were 100 miles from any town. 
— 31 miles. 

The 14th. View the city,° which ia very ancient and 
very large, but not peopled in proportion to its size : the 
bnUdings are a mixture of brick and wood, and have con- 
sequently a melancholy appearance. This place has always 
prided itself on its taste for literature and the fine arts.'^ 
It baa had a university since 1215 ; and it pretends that 
its famous academy of Jeux Floraux ' is as old as 1323. 
It has also a royal academy of sciences, another of painting, 
sculpture, and architecture. The church of the Cordel- 
liers * has vaults, into which we descended, that have the 
property of preserving dead bodies from corruption ; we 
eaw many that they assert to be 500 years old. If I had 
a vault well lighted, that would preserve the countenance 
and physiognomy as well as the flesh and bones, I should 
like to have it peopled with all my ancestors ; and this 
desire would, I suppose, be proportioned to their merit 
and celebrity ; but to one like this, that preserves cada- 

' St. Jory (Hte. Garonne). ' Toulouse. 

' The jna fiaraux or poetic tourneys ratebrnted the visit of Chsrlat 
L« Bel to Toulouse in 1323 ur 1324. A gulilen violet was given lo ibe 
untbor of tte best poem, ilIbo the tille of doeleur du qai naber. But the 
daysirfProTen^al poeirj were oyer, anJilie king did not even attend the 

maiag cjf the suocesaful cindidate. 

w. dfKcntlvd, anri uned for llie storage of hay. 







32 TRAVELS tS FKANCE. [JPIT^B 

Taroua deformity, and gives perpetuity to death, the vora- 
city of a common grave ia preferable. But Toulouze ia 
not without objects more intorestiog than churches and 
academies ; these are the new quay, the com millB, and 
the canal de Brien. The quay is of a great length, and ia 
all respects a noble work : the housea intended to be built 
/ will be regular like those already erected, in a stile auk- 
ward and inelegant. The canal de-Brien,' ao called from 
the archbishop of Toulouze,' afterwards prime minister 
and cardinal, was planned and executed in order to join 
the Garonne at Toulouze with the canal of Languedoc, 
which is united at two miles from the town with the same 
river. The neceasity of auch a junction arisea from the 
navigation of the river in the town being abaolutely im- 
peded by the wear which is made across it in favour of 
the com milla. It passes arched under the quay to the 
river, and one sluice levels the water with that of Langue- 
doc canal. It is broad enough for several barges to pass 
abreast. These undertakings have been well planned, and 
their esecution ia truly magnificent : there is however 
more magnificence than trade ; for while the Languedoc 
canal is olive with commerce, that of Brien is a desert. 

Among other things we viewed at Toulouze, was the 
house' of Mons. du Barr&,' brother of the huaband of the 
celebrated countess. By some transactions, favourable to 
anecdote, which enabled him to draw her from obscurity, 
and afterwards to marry her to his brother, he contrived 
to make a pretty considerable fortune. On the first floor 

* The canal de Brienne, jutning the canola de L&Dguudoc and du 

" The Bnti-ProteaCant LoroSnie de Brienne, in power at tlio time tbia 
WOB written, dismissed the fiJlowiiig year. 

■ The Hotel Dnbany, now No. 13, PJiice St. Raymond, ia occnpied 
bj nuns of the Benedictioe Order. What beciime of the portrait here 
mentioned is not Imown, no mention of it occurring in the tiat of objecls 
confiscated in 1794. 

' Madame du Barry, the infamous faTonrile of Louis XV. She had 
fled from Paris on the outbreak of the Itevolulion, but ventured to the 
Bemajrdine Convent at Cbuilly (Seine and Marne), now destroyed, in 
order to get her diB.mondB there hidden. She wils aeiied and guillotined 
-■■■- — •^~ "^'iTor. Helel* Maria Wiliiama gives a fearful picture ol 
> of the least pitiable Tiulima of the guillotine, tume 
veakneaa. ^^- 
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is ono principal and complete apartraent, contaiDuig sereu 
or eight rooms, fitted up and furnished with such profuBion 
of espence, that if a fond lover, at the head of a lnngdom'§ 
finances, were decorating for his mistress, he could hardly 
give in large any thing that is not here to be seen on a 
moderate scale. To those who are fond of gilding here is 
enough to satiate ; so much that to an English eye it has 
too gaudy an appearaijce. But the glasses are large and 
QnmerDus. The drawing-room rery elegant (gilding 
always excepted). — Here I remarked a contriTaace which 
hoB a pleasing eSect ; that of a looking-glass before the 
cbimuiea, instead of those various screens used iu England : 
it slides backwards and forwards into the wall of the 
room. There is a portrait of Madame du Barre, which is 
said to be very like ; if it really is, one would pardon a 
King some follies committed at the shrine of so much 
beauty — As to the garden, it ia beneath all contempt, 
Mcept as an object to make a man stare at the efforts to 
which folly can arriyo : in the space of an acre, there are 
hills of genuine earth, mountains of pasteboard, rocks of 
canvass : abb^s, cows, sheep, sjid shepherdesses in lead ; 
monkeys and peasants, asses and altars, in stone. Fine 
ladies and blacksmiths, parrots and lovers, in wood. 
Windmills and eottagea, shops and villagea, nothing es- 
cluded except nature. , 

The 15th. Meet High laEdm-a, who put me in mind of those 
of Scotland; saw them first at Montauban; they have round 
flat caps, and loose breeches : "Pipers, blue bonnets, and 
oat-meal, are found," says Sir James Stuart. " in Catalonia. 
Auveii^e and Swabia, as well aa in Lochabar." Many of., 
the women here are without stockings. Meet them coming 
from the market, with their shoes in their baskets. The 
Pyrenees, at sijtty miles distance, appear now so distinct, 
that one would gness it not more than fifteen ; the lights 
and shades of the snow are seen clearly. — 30 milea. 

The 16th. A ridge of hills on the other side of the 
Qaronne, which began at Toulouze. became more and more 
regular yesterday ; and is undoubtedly the most distant 
ramification of the Pyrenees, reaching into this vaat vale 
quite to Toulouze, hut no farther. Approach the moun- 
tains; the lower ones are all cultivated, but the higher 



34 TRAVELS IN PKANCE. ['''V^l 

Beem covered with wood rthe road now ia bad all the way. 
Meet many waggons, each loaded with two casks of wine, 
quite backward in the carriage and as the hind wheels are 
much higher than the lower ones, it shews that these 
mountaineers have more sense than John Bull. The 
^wheels of these waggons are all shod with wood instead of 
iron. Here, for the first time, see rows of loaples, with 
vines, trained in festoons, from tree to tree; they are con- 
ducted by a rope of bramble, vine cutting, or willow. 
They give many grapes, but bad wine. PasH St. Martino,' 
and then a large village of well built houses, without a 
single glass window. — 30 miles. 

The 17th, 8t, Gaudens' is an improving town, with 
many new hoTlaes, something more than comfortable. An 
nncommon view of St. Bertrand; ' you break at once upon 
a valo sunk deep enough beneath the point of view to 
command every hedge and tree, with that town clustered 
round its large cathedral, on a rising ground ; if it had 
been built purposely to add a feature to a singular prospect, 
it could not have beou better placed. The mountains rise 
proudly around, and give their rough frame to this ei- 
quisitfi little picture. 

Cross the Garonne, by a new bridge of one fine arch. 
built of hard blue limestone. Medlars, plumbs, cherries, 
maples in every hedge, with vines trained.- — Stop at Lau- 
resse ;' after which the mountains almost close, and leave 
only a narrow vale, the Gtaronne and the road occupying 
some portion of it, ■ Immense quantities of poultry in aU 
this country ; most of it the people salt and keep in 
grease. We tasted a soup made of the leg of a goose 
'thus kept, ajid it was not nearly so bad as I expected. 
.:.ilvery crop here is backward, and betrays a want of 
sun; no wonder, for we have been long travelling on the 
banks of a rapid river, and must now be very high, though 
still apparently in vales. The mountains, in passing on, 
grow more interesting. Their beauty, to northern eyes, is 
very singular; the black and dreary prospects which our 

I St. Marlory (Ule. Gnroone). 

• (Hie. Glaranne.) 

• St. Berlrand de CoramiTieps (Htc. Garonne) 
' Louras (Hib, Pyrenees). ■' 
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mountaina offer are known to QTery one j but here the 
climate cloatha them with verdure, and the highest 
mita in sight are covered with wood ; there is snt 
still higher ridges. 

Quit the Garonne some leagues Iwf ore' Sirpe,' where tho "H 
river TTeste ' falls mio it. The road to Eagaere is along / 
this river, in a very narrow valley, at orie end- of which is (f 
biult the town oEsJjUchou," the termination of our journey ; 
which to me haa Been one of the most agreeable I ever 
undertook ; the good humour and good sense of my com- 
panions are well calculated for travelling ; one renders a 
journey pleasing, and the other instructive. — Having now 
crossed the kingdom, and been in many French inns, I 
shall in general observe, that they are on an average bettor 
in two rcBpects, and worse in all the rest, than those in 
England. We have lived better in point of eating and 
drinkiog beyond a question, than we should have done in 
going from London to the Highlands of Scotland, at double 
the espence. But if in England the beat of every thing it 
ordered, without any attention to the espence, we should 
for double the money have lived better than we have done 
in France ; the common cookery of the French gives great 
advantage. It is true, they roast every thing to a chip, i( 
they are not cautioned ; but they give such a number and 
variety of dishes, that if you do not like some, there are 
others to please your palate. The desert at a French inn 
has no rival at an English one ; nor are the liqueurs to be 
despised. — We sometimes have met with bad wine, but 
upon the whole, far better than such port as English inns 
give. Beds are better in France ; in England they are 
good only at good inns ; and we have none of that tor- 
ment, which is BO perplexing in England, to have tho 
sheets aired ; for we never trouble our heads about them, 
doubtless on account of the climate. After these two 
points, all is a blank. Tou have no parlour to eat in; I 
only a room with two, three, or four beds. Apartments ^ " 
badly fitted up ; tho walls white-washed ; or paper of dif- 

' Cierp {Ht«. Garonne). 

* This word Neste, meaning a, torrent slceam, i9 frequently fuund in 

es da Lnubon (Hte. Gnr 
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ferent Borts in the same room ; or tapeatry bo old, a 
a, fit niduB for mollis and sijiders ; and the furniture sucl , 
that an EngliBh innkeeper would light his fire with ifc ] 
For a table, you have every where a board laid on cross 
bars, which are so conveniently contrived, as to leave room 
■ for your legs only at the end. — Oak chairs with rush bot- 
^ toms, and the bact universally a direct perpendicular, that 
• ' defies all idea of rest after fatigne. Doors give music as 
well as entrance ; the wind whistles through f heir chinks ; 
and hinges grate discord. Windows admit rain as welTas 
light ; when shut they are not so easy to open ; and when 
open not easy to shut. Mops, brooms, and scrubbing- 
brushea are not in the catalogTie of the necessaries of a 
French inn. Bells there are none ; the JUle must always 
he bawled for ; and when she appears, ia neither neat 
well dressed, nor handsomB. The kitchen ia black with 
smoke ; the master commonly the cook, and the less you 
see of the cooking, the more likely you are to have a 
stomach to your dinner ; but this is not peculiar to France. 
1 Copper utensils always in great plenty, but not always 
I well tinned. The miatreBS rarely elasses civility or attention 
J to her guests among the requisites of her trade, — 30 miles. 
""^Thc 28th, Having being now ten days fixed in our 
lodgings, which the Count de la Rochefoucauld's friends 
had provided for us ; it is time to miniito a few particulars 
of pur life here; Mons. Lazowaki and myself have two 
good rooms~on a ground floor, with beds in them, and a 
servant's room, for 4 liv. (Ss. (id,) a-day. We are so un- 
accustomed in England to live in our bed-chambers, that 
it is at first aukward in France to find that people live no 
whore eise: At all the inns I have been in, it has been 
always in bed-rooms ; and here I find, that every body, 
let his rank be what it may, Uves in his bed-chamber. 
This is novel ; our English custom is far more convenient, 
as well as more pleasing. But this habit I class with the 
ceconomy of the French, The day after we came, I was 
introduced to the La Rochefoucauld party, with whom we 
have lived; it consists of the duke and dutchess de la 
Kochefoucauld, daughter of the duko de Chabot ; her 
brother, the prince do Laon and his princess, the daughter 
^ of the duke de Moctmorcoci ; the count do Chabot, anothoM 
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brother of tLe dutcliess do la EocLcfoui-aultl ; the marqviis 
lyAubourval, who, with my two fel low -tra veil era and 
mjaelf, made a. party of nine at dinner and Bupper. A 
traiteur aeryes our table at 4 Ut. a head for the two meals, 
two couraea and a good deaert for dinner ; for eupper one, 
and a desert ; the whole very well Bcrved, with every 
thing in season : the wine separate, at (if. (3d.) a bottle. 
With difficulty the Count's groom found a stable. Hay is 
little short of 51. English per ton ; oats much the same 
price as in England, but not so good: straw dear, and so 
scarce, that very often there is no litter at all. 

The States of Languedoc are bnilding a large and hand- 
Bome bathing house, to contain various separate cells, with 
bat^B. and a large common room, with two arcades to walk 
in, free from sun and rain. The present baths are horrible 
lioles; the patients lie up to their china in hot sulpLuretmi 
water, which, with the beastly dens they are plac»i in, om 
■would think sufficient to cause as many distempers as they 
cure. They are resorted to for cutaneous eruptions. The 
life led here has very little variety. Those who bathe or 
drink the waters, do it at half after five or six in the morn- 
ing ; but my friend and myself are early in the mountains, 
which are here stupendona ; we wander among them to 
admire the wild and beautiful acenea which are to be met 
with in almost every direction. The whole region of the 
Pyrenees is of a nature and aspect so totally different 
from every thing that I had been accustomed to, that these 
excursions were productive of much amuaement. Cultiva- 
tion is here carried to a considerable perfection in several 
articles, especially in the irrigation of meadows : we seek 
out the most intelligent peasants, and have many and long 
conversations with those who understand Erench, which 
however is not the case with all, for the language of the 
country is a mixture of Catalan, Provencal, and French. — 
This, with examining the minerals (an article for which the 
duke de la Rochefoucauld likes to accompany us, as he 
possesses a considerable knowledge in that branch of 
natural history), and with noting the plants with which we 
are acquainted, serves well to keep our time employed 
.^i^ffiiaently to our taste. The ramble of the morning 
■^"^* ' we return intimetodress for dinner,athalf,"" 
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twelve or one : then adjourn to the drawing-room of madam 
<le la Rochefoucauld, or the countess of GrandTal afer- 
nat«ly, the only ladica who have apartments large enough 
to contain the whole company. None are excluded ; aa the 
first thing done, by every person who arrivea, is to pay a 
morning visit to each party already in the place ; the riait 
is returned, and then every body is of eouiae acquainted at 
these assemtliea, which laat till the evening is cool enough 
for walking, There is nothing in them hut cards, triefc- 
traek, chess, and aometimeB music; hut the great feature 
iaganh: I need not add, that I absented myself often 
fromThese parties, which are ever mortally insipid to me 
in England, and not less so in France. In the evening, 
the company splits into different parties, for their prome- 
nade, which lasts till half an hour after eight ; supper is 
served at nine : there is, after it, an hour's conversation in 
the chamber of one of our ladies ; and this is the best part 
of the day,— for the chat is free, lively, and unaffected ; 
and uninterrupted, unless on a post-day, when the duka 
has such paokets of papers and pamphlets, that they turn 
ns all into politicians. All the world are in bed by eleven. 
In this arrangement of the day, no circumstance is so ob- 
jectionable as that of dining at noon, the consequence of 
eating no brealcfast ; for as the ceremony of dressing is 
kept up, you must be at home from any morning's excur- 
sion by twelve o'clock. This single drcum stance, if ad- 
hered to, would be sufficient to destroy any pursuits, ex- 
cept the most frivolous. Dividing the day exactly in halves, 
destroys it for any expedition, enquiiy, or business that 
demands seven or eight hours attention, uninterrupted by 
any calls to the table or the toilette : calls which, after 
fatigue or exertion, are obeyed with refreshment and with 
pleasure. We dress for dinner in England with propriety, 
as the rest of the day is dedicated to ease, to converse, and 
relaxation ; but by doing it at noon, too much time is lost. 
What is a man good for after his silk breeches and stock- 
ings are on, his hat under his arm, and his head bien 
poudre ?— Can he botanize in a watered meadow ? — Can he 
clamber the rocks to mineralize ? — Can he farm with the 
peasant and the ploughman? — He is in order for the con- 
T^^^^^^^^^es, which to be sure is in every countr 
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but particularly in France, where the woraeu are Jiigbly 
cultivated, an excellent employment ; hut it is an employ- 
"Sientihat never relishes better than after a day spent in 
active toil or animated pursuit ; in something that has en- 
larged the sphere of our conceptions, or added to the rtoreB 
of our knowledge. — I am induced to make tliia observation, 
heeaitse tbe noon dinners are customary all over France, 
except by persons of considerable fa.Bhion at Paris. They 
cannot be treated witU too much ridicule or severity, for 
they are absolutely hostile to every view of science, to 
every spirited eiertion, and to every useful pursuit in life. ^ 

Living in this way, however, with several persona of the 
first fashion in the kingdom, is an object to a foreigner 
solicitous to remark the manners and charaeter of the 
nation. I have every reason to be pleased with the eiperi- ' 
ment, as it afEorda me a constant opportunity to enjoy the 
advantages of an unafEected and polished society, in whioh 
an invariable sweetness of disposition, mildness of charac- 
ter, and what in Enghah we emphatically call good te mper, 
eminently prevails : — seeming to arise — at least 1 conjee- 
ture it, from a thousand littie nameless and peculiar cir- 
ciimstances ; not resulting entirely from the personal 
character of the individuals, but apparently holding of the 
national one. — Beside the persons I have named, there are 
among others at our assemblies, the marquis and marchio- 
ness de Hautfort ; the duke and dutchess de Yitle (this 
dutchess is among the good order of beings) ; the chevalier 
de Peyrafi ; Mona. I'Abb^ Bastard ; baron de Series ; vis- 
countess Duhamel ; the bishops of Croire ' and Monfauban ; 
Mona. de la Marche ; the baron de Monta^, a chess 
player ; the chevalier de Cheyron ; and Mona. de Belle- 
comb, who commanded in Pondicherry, and was taken by 
the Enghsh. There are also about half a dozen young 
officers, and three or four abbecs. 

If I may hazard a remark on the conversation of French 
assemblies, from what I have known here, Ijhould praise, 
them for e q ua nimity . but .condemn them for insipidity. 
XlTvigoiiroftSoii ght seems so excluded from expression, 
that characters of ability and of inanity meet nearly on a 
tamo and elegant, uninteresting and polite, the 
^ Cabora ia evidcDtTj' meaut. 
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ass of commimicated aside has powers Doither flj 
offend nor instruct ; where there is much polish o£ charat 
there is little argiunent ; and if you neither argu e i 
discuss, what is conversatioii ? — Good temper, and Eabitvu 
ease, are the first ingredients in private society ; but wit, 
knowledge, or originality, must break their even surface 
into some inequality of feeling, or conversation is like a 
journey on an endless flat. 

Of the rural beautiea we have to contemplate, the valley 
of Larbousae,' in a nook of which the town of Luchon ia 
situated, ia the principal, with its surrounding accompany- 
" ment of mountain. The range that bounds it to the north, 
iH bare of wood but covered with cultivation ; and a laige 
vQl^e, about three ports of its height, ia perched on a 
steep, that almost makes the unaccustomed eye tremble 
with apprehension, that the village, chui'ch, and people will 
come tumbling into the valley. Villages thus perched, like 
eagles neats on rocka, are a general circumstance in the 
Pyrenees, which appear to be wonderfully peopled. The 
mountain, that forms the western wall of the valley, is of 
a, prodigious magnitude. ^-Watered meadow and cultiva- 
tion rise more than one-third the height. A forest of oak 
and beech forms a noble belt above it ; higher still ia a 
region of ling ; and above all snow, Prom whatever point 
viewed, this mountain is commanding from its magnitude, 
and beautiful from its luxuriant foliage. The range which 
closea ia the valley to the east is of a character different 
from the others ; it has more variety, more cultivation, 
Tillages, forests, gleoa, and cascades. That of Ck)uzat, 
which turns a mill as aoon as it falls from the mountain, 
ia romantic, with every accompanyment necessary to give a 
high degree of pi"tiirpn-^iir baftiity TljrjJ ^^^ features in 
that of Montauban, whicl/tJlaude Iioram^ woiild not have 
failed transfusing on his Htonrea ; an3 the view of the vale 
from the chesnut rock is gay and animated. The termina- 
tion of our valley to the south is striking ; the river Neste 
pours in incessant cascades over the rocka that seem an 
eternal resistance. The eminence in the centre of a small 
vale, on which is an old tower, ia a vrild and romantic spot 
the roar of the waters beneath unitoa in effect with the 

'bouat, or de I^Arbouat. eaac of Bag^ereB-de-Luchon. ^H 
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jnountainB, whose towering foreaW, finisLing in an 
an awful grandeur, a glooray greatnesB to the ace' 
seem to raise a barrier of separation between the king- 
doms, too formidable even for armies to pass. But what 
are rocks, and mountaias, and snow, when oppoeed to 
human ambition ? — In the recesses of the pendent woods, 
the bears find their habitation on the rocks, and above, the 
eagles have their aeata. All around is great ; the sublime 
of nature, with imposing majesty, impreBses awe upon the 
mind J attention is rivetted to the spot; and imagination, 
with all its eicursive powers, seeks not to wander beyond 
the scene. 



To view these scenes tolerably, is a business of some 
days ; and such is the climate here, or at least has been 
since I was at Bagnere de Luchon, that not more than one 
day in three is to be depended on for fine weather. The 
heights of the mountains is such, that the clouds, perpetu- 
ally broken, pour down quantities of rain. From June 
26th to July 2d, we had one heavy shower, which lasted 
without intermission for aisLty hours. The mountains, 
though so near, were hidden to their bases in the clouds. 
They do not only arrest the fleeting ones, which are passing 
in the atmosphere, but seem to have a generative power ; 
for you see small ones at first, like thin vapour rising out 
of glens, forming on the sides of the bill a, and increasing 
by degrees, till they become clouds heavy enough to rest 
on the tops, or else rise into the atmosphere, and pass away 
with others. 

Among the original tenants of this iromonse range of 
mountains, the first in point of dignity, from the import- 
ance of the mischief they do, are the ^ars. There are 
both sorts, carnivorous and vegetable-eaterB~pthe latter are 
more mischievons than their more terrible brethren, coming 
down in the night and eating the com, particularly buck- 
wheat and maize ; and they are so nice in choosing the< 
sweetest ears of the latter, that they trample and spoil in- 
finitely more than they eat, The carnivorous bears wage 
< Pope, Elisa [o Alelard, lines 169, 110, 
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war against, the cattle and sheep, so that no Btock can be 
left in the fields at night. Flocks must be watched by 
(_ shei'iherds, who haTe fire-arms, and the assistance of many 
stout and fierce dogs ; and cattle are shut up in stables 
every night in the yoar. Sometimes, by accident, they 
wander from their keepers, and if left abroad, they run a 
nonsiderable risque of being deToured, — The bears attack 
these animals by leaping on their back, force the hea(' " 
the ground, thrust their pawa into the body in the vioh 
of a dreadful hug. There are many hunting days ere] 
year for destroying them ; several parishes joining for thi 
purpose. Great numbers of men and boya form a cordoi 
and drive the wood where the bears are known or suspect 
to be. They are the fattest in winter, when a good one 
worth three louis. A bear never ventures to attack a 
wolf ; but several wolves togetherjwhen hungry, will attack 
a bear, and kill and eat him. wolve s are here only in 
winter. In summer, they are in the very remotfist parts of 
the Pyrenees — the moat distant from human habitations: 
they are here, as every whore else in France, dreadful to 
sheep. 

A part of our original plan of travelling to the Pyrenees, 
was an excarsion into Spain. Our landlord at Luchon had 
before procured mules and guides for persons travellii^ on 
business to Saragossa and Barcelona, and at our request 
wrote to Vielle,' the first Spanish town across the moun- 
tains, for three mules and a conductor, who speaks 
French ; and being arrived according to appointment, we 
set out on our eipedition. For the register of this Tour 
intoCjSpatn, I mint refer the reader to the Annals of Agri- 
culture, vol. viii. p. 193. 

Jin^T 21. Eetum.— Leave Jonquieres,' where the coun- 
tenances and manners of the people would make one be- 
lieve all the inhahit4ints were smugglers. Come to a most 
noble road, which the King of Spain is making; it begins 
at the pillars that mark the boundaries of the two mopar- 
chiea, joining with the French road: it is admirably 
executed. Here take leave of Spain and re-enter Franca:., 
the contrast is striking. When one crosses the sea froHt, 

^^ Vielk (CnlaloniB). ' Joniiulem (CatiJona). 
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Dover to Calais, the preparation and circumstance of a 
naval passage, leave the mind by some gradation to a / 
change : but here, without going through a town, a bar- < * 
rier, or even a wall, you enter a new world. From the^ 
natural and miserable roads of Catalonia, you tread at 
once on a noble causeway, made with all the solidity and 
magnificence that distinguishes the highways of France. 
Instead of beds of torrents you have well built fridges.; 
and from a country wild, desert, and poor, we found our- 
selves in the midst of cultivation and improvemenir Every 
other circumstance spoke the same language, and told us 
by signs not to be mistaken, and some great and operating 
1^ cause worked an effect too clear to be misunderstood. The 
more one sees^Jhe more I beliv^ we ghall be led to think, 
£Eal {here is but on e all-powerful cause that instigates 
maSEndrand~' tEaT is^ovEBNME^Ti-^^thers form excep- 
tions, andT give shades of difference and distinction, but 
this acts with permanent and universal force. The present 
instance is remarkable ; foi^ oussillon ,^ is in fact a part 
of Spain ; the inhabitants are Spaniards in language and 
in customs ; but they are under a French government. 

Great range of the Pyrenees at a distance. Meet shep- 
herds that speak the Catalan. The cabriolets we meet are 
Spanish. The farmers thresh their com like the Spaniards. 
The inns and the houses are the same. Reach ^Perpig- 
na^i; * there I parted with Mons. Lazowski. He returned 
^ToBagnere de Luchon, but I had planned a tour in Lan- 
guedoc, to fill up the time to spare — 15 miles. 

The 22d. The Duke de la Rochefoucauld had given me 
a letter to Mons. Barri de Lasseuses, major of a regiment 
at Perpignan, and who, he said, understood agriculture, 
and would be glad to converse with me on the subject. I 
sallied out in the morning to find him, but being Sunday, 
he was at his country-seat at Pia, about a league from the 
town. I had a roasting walk thither, over a dry stony 
country under vines. Mons. Madame, and Mademoiselle 
de Lasseuses, received me with great politeness. I ex- 

* Le Boussillon, now forming the department of Les Pyren^es- 
Orientales, was added to the French crown in 1659 by the treaty of the 
Pyrenees. 

^ (Pyrentes-Orientales.) 
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>• I plaiued tlie motives of my coining to France, wbicli were 
not to ruu idly tlirougli the Ifinj^dom with the common 
, hitfd of travellers, but to make myself a master of their 
Migrieulture ; that if I found any thing good and applicablftj 
to England, I might copy it. He commended the desij^ 
greatly ; said it was travelling with a traly laudabl 
motive ; but expressed much astonishment, as it was a 
uncommon ; and was very sure there was not a single 
Frenchman in all England on such an errand. He desired 
I would spend the day with him. ^-^ found the vineyard 
the chief part of his husbandry, but he had some arable 
land, managed in the singular manuer o£ that provinc 
He pointed to a village which he said was Kivesalta,' wlii( 
produced some of the most famous wine in France 
dinner I found that it merited its reputation. Ii 
evening returned to Perpignuu, after a day fertile ia u 
information. — 8 miles. 

The 23d. Take the road tQ;lTarboiine; Pass Eivei _ 
Under the mountain there is the largest spring Tever sawj 

■ Otters-Pool and HoUy-well are bubbles to it. It rises 

P the foot of the roct, and ia able to turn immediately man] _ 
mills ; being at once rather a river than a Hpring. Pas«i 
Aa uninterrupted flat waste, without a single tree, house, 
^ or village for a considerable distance : by much the ugliest 
country I have seen in France. Great quantities of com 
every whgre treading out with mules, as in Spain. Dine 
att.Sejean;" at the Soleil, a good new inn, where I acci- 
dentally met with the marquis de Tressan. ■ He told me, 
that I must be a singular person to tmvel so far with no 
other object than agriculture : he never knew nor heard of 
the like ; but approved much of tho plan, and wished he 
could do the same. 

i. / The roads here are stupendous works. I passed a hill, 
' / cut through to ease a descent, that was all in the solid 

^ rock, and cost 90,000 bv. (3,9371.) yet it extends but a fei " 

hundred yards. Three leagues and an half from Sejt 

Narbonne cost 1,800,000 liv. (78.7501.) These ways arel 

superb even to a folly. Enormous sums have been sjientj 

^-Z* to level even gentle slopes. The causeways are raised and! 

' liivennltca, Btulian and skU uf llic wine trade (P;run£ea-Ori(intBlu]M 
" Sigeiiii, on Ihe lagoon of thai name (Aude). 
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walled on each side, forming one solid mass of artificial 
road, carried across the vallies to the height of six, seven, 
or eight feet, and never less than 50 wide. There is a 
bridge of a single arch, and a causeway to it, truly mag- 
nificent ; we have not an idea of what such a road is in 
Eugland. The traffic of the way, however, demands no 
such exertions ; one-third of the breadth is beaten, one- 
third rough, and one-third covered with weeds. In 36 
miles, I have met one cabriolet, haK a dozen carts, and ^ — 
some old women with asses. For what all this waste of 

^ I ^ _^^^_^___J1_.^ ■■Ill I " M 

treasure ? — In Languedoc, it is true, these works are not 
done by corvees ; but there is an injustice in levying the , 
amount not far short of them. The money is raised hji^ 
tallies, and, in making the assessment, lands held by a 
noble tenure are so much eased, and others by a base one 
so burthened, that 120 arpents in this neighbourhood held 
by the former, pay 90 liv. and 400 possessed by a plebeian 
right, which ought proportionally to pay 300 liv. is, instead 
of that, assessed at 1400 liv. At Narbonne, the j^ i P «-l ^ 
which joins that of Languedoc, deserves attention ; it is a 
very fine work, and will, they say, be finished next month. 
— 36 miles. 

The 24th. Women without stockings, and many with- 
out shoes ; but if their feet are poorly clad they have a^|r 
superb consolation in walking upon magnificent causeways : 
the new road is 50 feet wide, and 50 more digged away or 
destroyed to make it. 

The vintage itself can hardly be such a scene of activity 
and animation as this universal one of ^tyeajdiiigUilltjt^ 
corn , with which all the towns and villages in Languedoc 
Erenow alive. The com is aU roughly stacked around a 
dry firm spot, where great numbers of mules and horses 
are driven on a trot round a centre, a woman holding the 
reins, and another, or a girl or two, with whips drive ; the 
men supply and clear the floor ; other parties are dressing, 
by throwing the com into the air for the wind to blow 
away the cheiff. I Every soul is employed, and with such an 
air of cheerfulness, that the people seem as well pleased 
with their labour, as the farmer himself with his great 

Jk ^ La Bobine. 
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heapa of wheat. The bqcuo is uncommonly animated 
joyous. I etopped aad alighted often to see their methi 
I was always very civilly treated, and my wishes for a g( 
price for the f ajrmer, and not too good a one for the po . . , 
well received, (^his method, which entirely saves bams, 
depends absolutely on climate -^f rom my leaving Bayers 
de Luchoa to this moment, all through Catalonia, Rous- 
Billon, and this part of Languedoe, there has been nothing 
like rain ; but one unvarying clear bright eky and burning 
sun, yet not at all suSocating, or to me even unpleasant. 
1 asked whether they were not BometimeB caught in the 
rain? they said, very rarely indeed; but if rain did coi 
it is seldom more Uian a heavy shower, which a hot 
quietly succeeds and dries every thing speedily. 

The canal giXanguedoe ' is the capital feature of 
this coving. The mountain through which it pierces 
insulated, in the midst of an extended valley, and only 
bftlf a mile from the road. It is a noble and stupendous 
work, goes through the hill about the breadth of '^ 
toises, and was digged, without shafts. 

Iieave the road, and crossing the canal, follow it 
Bezjers ; ' nine sluice-gates let the water down the hill 
join the river at the town. — A noble wort ! The port ia* 
broad enough for four large vesBela to lie abreast ; the 
greatest of them carries from 90 to 100 tons. Many of 

, them were at the quay, some in motion, and every sign of 
an animated business. This is the best sight I have seen 
in France. Here Lewis SIV. thou art truly great 1 — ^Here, 
with a generous and benignant hand, thou djspenaest 
and wealth to thy people ! — Si sic omnia, thy name w 
indeed have been revered. To effect this noble work, 
uniting the two seas, less money was expended than 
besiege Turin, or to seize Strasboui^ like a robber. Stw 

i*,»an employment of the revenues of a great ~ 

only laudable way of a T aonarcb | 6 acq u iring immortality . 
all other means make their names survive withlhbse onlj 
of the incendiaries, robbers, and violators of mankind. 

' "Tbo cuinl Ae Lnn^edoc or du Mjdt, called also Lo canal 
Mers, whiuh iinitfls the MEiliteiraaeBO with the Atluntic, ira 
UDi3er LoniH XIV. by RiqiieL 

' Bfiitiera (HfrauU). 
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The canal passes througli the river for about haK a league, 
separated from it by walls wliicli are covered in floods ; 
and then turns off fo<^tte> Dine at.B6ziersv Knowing 
that Mons. TAbb^ Eozier/ the celebrated editor of the 
Journal Physique, and who is now publishing a dictionary 
of husbandry, which in France has much reputation, lived 
ajid farmed near Beziers, I enquired at the inn the way to 
his house. They told me that he had left Beziers two 
years, but that the house was to be seen from the street, 
and accordingly shewed it me from something of a square 
open on one side to the country ; adding, that it belonged 
now to a Mons. de Eieuse, who had purchased the estate 
of the Al3b^. To view the farm of a man celebrated for 
his writings, was an object, as it would, at least, enable 
me, in reading his book, to understand better the allusions 
he might make to the soil, situation, and other circum- 
stances. I was sorry to hear, at the table d'hote, much 
ridicule thrown on the Abb^ Rozier's husbandry, that it 
had heauc(yu/p de fantasie niais rien solide ; in particular, 
they treated his paving his vineyards as a ridiculous cir- 
cumstance. Such an experiment seemed remarkable, and 
I was glad to hear it, that I might desire to see these 
paved vineyards. The Abb^ here, as a farmer, has just' , 
that character which every man will be sure to have whd 
departs from the methods of his neighbours ; for it is not 
in the nature of countrymen, that any body sh'^trld-ujoeaej 
among them who can presume with impunity to thrak f oi*^ 
themselves. I asked why he left the country ? and they 
gave me a curious anecdote of the bishop of Beziers cut- 
ting a road through the Abba's farm, at the expence of the 
province, to lead to the house of his (the bishop's) mis- 
tress, which occasioned such a quarrel that Mons. Eozier 
could stay no longer in the country. This is a pretty 
feature of a government : that a man is to be forced to sell 
his estate, and driven out of a country, because bishops^' J 
make love. — I suppose to their neighbours wives, as no yr 
other love is fashionable in France. Which of my neigh- 
bours' wives will tempt the bishop of Norwich to make a 
road through my farm, and drive me to sell Bradfield ? — 

^ Rozier (Fran9ois), an ecclesiastic and agricultural writer, born 1754, 
killed at the siege of Lyons, 1793. 



IN FRANCE. [jUIJH 

I give my authority for this anecdote, the chat of a table 
d'hoto; it is aa likely to be false as true; but lanpiedo- 
cian bishopB are certaialy not English ones. — Mons. de 
Rieuae received me politely, and satisfied as many of my 
enquirieB as he could; for he knew little more of the 
Abbe'e huebandry than common report, and what the farm 
itself told him, Aa to paTcd vineyards, there was no such 
thing ; the report must have taken rise from a vineyard of 
Bm^undy grapea, which the Abbe planted in a new 
manner; he set them in a curved form, in a fosa, covering 
them only with ilints instead of earth ; this succeeded welL 
I walked over the farm, which is beautifully situated, on 
the slope and top of a hill, which commands Beziers, its 
rich vale, its navigation, and a fine accomj>anyment of 
mountains. 

Beziers has a fine promenade ; and is becoming, they 
say, a favourite residence for the English, preferring the 
air to that of Montpellier. Take the road t^^ezenas.'- It 
leads up a hiU, which commands, for some time, a view of 
the Mediterranean, Through all thijL country, but parti- 
cularly in the olive grounds, the <ricket"-j [eicgfa.) makes a 
conatant, sharp, monotonous noise; a more odious com- 
r^anion on the road can hardly be imagined. '•T'ezeaas 
1 opens on a very fine country, a vale of six or eight leagues 
\extent all cultivated ; a beautiful mixture of vines, mul- 
Iberries, oHvea, towns, and scattered houses, with a great 
/deal of fine lucerne ; the whole bounded by gentle hillH, 
IjaJltivated to their tops.-\-At supper, at the table d'h6te, 
we were waited on by a female without shoes or stockings, 
eiquisitely ugly, and diffusing odours not of roaes : there 
were, however, a croix de St. Louia,' and two or three mer- 
cantile-looking people that prat«d with her very famiharly: 
at an ordinary of farmers, at the poorest and remotest 
market village in England, such an animal would not be 
allowed by the landlord to enter hia house; or by the 
guests their room, — 32 mQes. 
The 25th. The road, in crossing a valley to and from a 

' PfiMnaa (HSrault). 

' An order crealBU by Louih XIV., und conforrpd only on officers, 
naval and military. SuppreKsed by the Convenlinn, 1T92, re-ea(ab!ished 
mier the Beitoration, this order vme finally abolished in Jnly, ISSa 
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bridge, is a. magalficent walled causeway, more than a mile 
long, ten yards wide, and from eight to twelve feet Ugli; 
■with stone posts on each side at every sis yards — a prodi- , 
gious work. — I know nothing mors striking to a traveller ' 
than the roads of Languedoc: we have not in England a con- 
ception of such exertions ; they are splendid and superb ; 
and if I could free my mind of the recollection of the unjust 1 
taxation which pays them, I should travel with admiration 
attteTnagnifleenee displayed by the states of this province. 
The police of these roads is however esecrable — for I 
scarcely meet a cart but the driver is asleep in it. 

Taking the road to Montpcllier, pass through a pleasing 
country ; and by another immense walled causeway, twelve 
yards broad and three high, leadii^ close to the sea. To 
Kjan,^ and near Frontignan ". and Jfontbasin/ famous for 
their muscat wines. — Approach Montpellier ; the environs. 
for near a league, are deUcious, and more highly ornamented' 
than any thing I have seen in Prance.— Villas well built, 
clean, and comfortable, with every appearance of wealthy 
owners, are spread thickly through the country. They are, 
in general, pretty square buildings ; some very large. 
Montpellier, with the air rather of a great capital than of 
a provincial town, covers a hill that swells proudly to the 
view. — But on entering it, you experience a disappoint- 
ment from narrow, ill-built, crooked streets, but full of ^ 
people, and apparently alive with business ; yet there isn5. ^ 
considerable manufacture in the place ; the principal are 
verd^rease, silk handkerchiefs, blankets, perfumes and, 
liqueurg. The great object for a stranger to view is the 
promenade or square, for it partakes of both, called the 
Perou.' — There is a magnificent aqueduct on three tires of 
arches for supplying the city with water, from a hill at a 
considerable distance; a very noble work ; a chateau d^eau 
receives the water in a circular bason, from which it falls 
into an external reservoir, to supply the city, and the jeta 
£eau that cool the air of a garden below, the whole in a 
fine square considerably elevated above the surrounding 
ground, walled in with a ballustrade, and other mm 
decorations, and in the centre a good equestrian statue 
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^uiB XIV. There is an air of real grandeur and mi , 
/ficence in this ueeful work, that struck me more than 
thing at VersaiUes. The Tiew is also singularly beauti 
To the BOTith, the eye wanders with delight over a ridi 
vale, spread with villas, and terminated by the sea. To 
the north, a seriea of cultivated hills. On one side, the 
vast range of the Pyrenees trend away till lost in remote- 
ness. On the other, the et«mal snows of the Alps pierce 
the clouds. The whole view one of the most stupendoua 
to be seen, when a clear sky approiimatea these distant 
objects. — 32 miles. 

The 26th. The fair o( Beaucaire' fills the whole coun- 
try with business and motion ; meet many carts loaded ; 
and nine diligences going or coming. Yesterday and 
to day the hottest I ever experienced ; we had none like 
them in Spain— the flies much worse than the heat, — 30 

The 27th. The amphitheatre of Nismefl is a prodigious 
work, which shews how well the Romans had adapted these 
edifices to the abominable uses to which they were erected. 
The convenience of a theatre that could hold 17000 spec- 
tators without confusion ; the magnitude ; the massive 
aJid Buhatantial manner in which it is built without mortar, 
that has withstood the attacks of the weather, and the 
worse depredations of the barbarians in the variooa 
revolutions of sixteen centuries, all strike the attentii 
forcibly. 

I viewed the ^^aison. .Quarre last night; again thi 
morning, and twice iriore in the day ; it is beyond all con 
parison the most light, elegant, and pleasing building 
ever beheld, Without any magnitude to render it imposing ; 
without any extraordinary magnificence to surprize, it 
rivets attention. There is a magic harmony in the, pro- 
portions that charms the eye. One can fix on no particular 
part of pre-eminent beauty ; it is one perfect whole erf 
symmetry and grace. What an infatuation in modem 
architects, that can overlook the chaste and el^^nt sim- 
plicity of taste, manifest in such a work ; and yet rear 8u< " 
piles of laboured foppery and heavineaa _aa are to be 
(GnM.) The celebrnled fairs fonoerly held here have iqihJi 
porlacce. 
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(with in France. The temple of Diana, aa it is called, and 
the ancient tiatha, with their modem restoration, and the 
promenade, form parta oi the same scene, and are ni^nifi- 
, cent decorations of the city, I was, in relation to the 
baths, in ill luck, for the water was all drawn off. in order 
to clean them and the canals. — The Eoman pavements are 
singularly beautiful, and in high preservation. My quarters 
at Nismea were at the Louvre, a large, commodious, and 
excellent inn, the house was almost as much a fair from 
morning to night as Beaucaire itself could be. 
and supped at the table d'h6te ; the cheapness of these 
tables suits my finances, and one sees something of the 
manners of the people ; we sat down from twenty to forty 
at every meal, most motley coinpaniea of French, Italians, 
Spaniards, and Germans, with a Greek and Armenian ; 
and I was informed, that there is hardly a nation in Europe 
or Asia; that have not merchants at this great fair, chiefly | 
for taw silk, of which many millions in value are sold ii 
four days : all the other commodities of the world are to 
be fonnd there. 

One circumstance I must remark ou this numerous table ( 
dTifite, because it has struck me irepeatedlj^, which ITTEe ' 
tSBStoJaiitj: of the French. I came to the kingdom expect- 
ing to have my ears constantly fatigued with the infinite 
volnbihty and spirits of the people, of which so many 
persons have written, sitting, I suppose, by their English 
fire-sides. At Moutpellier, though 15 persona and some 
of them ladies were present, I found it impossible to make 
them break their inflexible silence with more than a mono- 
syllable, and the whole company sat more like an assembly 
of tongue-tied quakers, than the mised company of a 
people famous for loquacity. Here also, at Nismes, with 
a different party at every meal it is the same ; not a 
Frenchman will open his lips. To day at dinner, hopeless 
of that nation, and fearing to lose the use of an organ they 
had so little inchnation to employ, I fixed myself by a 
Spaniard, and having been so lately in bis country, I found 
hitn ready to converse, and tolerably communicative ; but 
we had more conversation than thirty other persons main- 
tained among themselves. - __ 
The 28th, Early in the morning to tha.Font du Gard^i i 
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yiJ^Tough a plain covered witb vast plantationB of olives ^ 
the left, but much waste rocky land. At the first view 4 
that celebrated a^ueduct^ I wa.3 rather disappoint* 
having expected aomething of greater magnitude ; 
soon found the error : I was, on examining it more nearly, 
convinced that it possesaed every quality that ought to 
make a strong impression. It is a etupeudoua work ; the ' 
magnitude, and the massive solidity of the architecture, 
which may probably endure two or three thousand years 
more, 'united with the undoubted utility of the undertaking, 
to give US a high idea of the spirit of exertion which exe- 

Icuted it for the supply of a provincial town : the surprize, 
however, may cease, when we consider the natip naensjaved 
that w grp *^'' w^yliTif"— Ttptnriiing to Nismea, meet many 
merchanta returning from the fair; each with a child's 
drum tied to their cloakbag : my own little girl waa too 
much in my head not to love them for this mark of atten- 
tion to their childi'en ; — but why a drum ? — Have they not 
had enough of the military in a kingdom, whoro they are 
excluded from all the honoura, respect, and emolument, 
that can flow from the sword P — I like Niamea much ; and 
if the inhabitants are at all on a par with the appearant 
of their city, I ahould prefer it for a residence to moat, 
not all the towns I have seen in France. The theal 
however, ia a capital point, in that Montpellier is said 
exceed it. — 24 

The 29th. Pass six leagues of a disagreeable country 
to(Sauv@:', Vioea and olives. The chateau of Mons. Sab- 
batilr'atrikea in this wild country ; he has inclosed much 
with dry walls, planted many mulberries and olivea, which 
^re young, thriving, and well inclosed, yet the soil is so 
atony, that no earth is viaible ; some of his walls are four 
feet thick, and one of them twelve thick and five high, 
whence Jt seems, he thinks moving the stones a neceBaaiy 
improvement, which I much question. He has built three 
or four new farm-houses ; I suppose he resides on this 
estate for improving it. I hope he does not serve ; that 
moon-ahine pursuit may divert him from a conduct honoi 

' (Gard.) 

cli&tenu Snbatier i* Ken to the ri^t on the nSwu 
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able to himself, and Tjeneficia,! to his country. — Leaving 
Souve, I was mnch Btnick with a large tract of land, 
seemingly nothing but huge rocks ; yet most of it indosedi 
and pWted with the most industrious attention. EYerf-f 
man has an oliye, a mulberry, an almond, or a peach-tree,/ 
and vines scattered among theni ; so that the whole ground/ 
. is covered with the oddest mixture of these plants, an™ 
bulging rocks that can be conceived. The inhabitants oij 
this village deserve encouragement fortheir industry i^^if 
if I was a French minister, they should, have it, The^ 
would soon turn all the deserts around them into gardei 
Such a knot of active husbandmen, who turn their rocksl W 
into scenes of fertility, because I suppose theib ow(»,>*J 
would do the same by the wastes, if animatedby the same 
omnipotent principle. UT)ine at^Si. Hyppoht^' with eight 
proteatant merchants returning E5Ee to ifouverge,' from 
the fair of Beaucaire ; as we parted at the same time, we 
traTelled together ; and from their conversation, I learned 
some circumstances of which I wanted to be informed ; 
they totd me also, that mnlberries estoud beyond Vigan." 
but then, and especially about Milhaud,' almonds take 
their place, and are in very great quantities. 

Jty Kouverge friends pressed me to pass with tbem to 
Jitilhaud and Ilodez, assured me, that the cheapness of their 
pfovince was "so great, that it would tempt me to live some 
time amongst them. That I might have a house at Mil- 
haud, of four tolerable rooms on a floor furuished, for 12 
louis a-year; and lire in the utmost plenty with all my 
family, if I would bring them over, for 100 louis a-year : 
that there were many famihes of noblesse, who Eubsiated 
Du 50, and even on 25 a-year. Such anecdotes of cheap^^l 
ness are only curious when considered in a pohtical light, 
as contributing on one hand to the welfare of individuals ; 
and on the other, as contributing to the prosperity, wealth, 
and power of the kingdom ; if I should meet with many 
such instances, and also with others directly contrary, it 
will be neceasary to consider them more 
30 miles. 
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The 30th. l3oing out ot.Gange,' I was surprised to find 
by far the greateet exertion in irrigation which I had yet 
Been in France ; and then pass by some steep mountains, 
Ughly cultivated in terraces. WMuch watering ati "^ 
I^mrence^^ The scenery very interesting to a farmer. I 
Oange, to the mountain of rough ground which I crossed, 
ride has been the most interesting which I have taken 
France ; the efforts of industry the most vigorous jt»^lia 
animation the most lively, An activity has been bere, that 
has swept away all difficulties before it, and has eloathed 
.the very rocta with verdureji^lt would be a disgrace to 
^mmon sense to ask the cause : the enjoyment of property 
tttwt hav^ done jt. Give a man tlie secure posieaaioSTtf » 
ileak rock, and he will turn it into a garden ; give him a 
nine years lease, of a g^den, and he will convert it into a 
desert. To. Moutadier/ over a rough mountain covered 
with bos and~lavender ; it is a beggarly village, with an 
aubergo that made mo almost slirink. Some cut throat 
figures were eating black bread, whose visages had so 
much of the gallies that I thought 1 heard their chains 
rattle. I looked at their legs, and could not but imagine 
they had no busineaa to be free. There ia a species of 
couDfenance here so horridly bad, that it is impossible to 
be mistaken in one's reading, I was quite alone, and 
absolutely without arms. Till this moment, I had not 
dreamt of carrying pistols : I should now have been better 
satisfied, if I had had them. The master of the auberge, 
who seemed first cousin to his guests, procured for me 
some wretched bread with difficulty, but it waa not black. 
— No meat, no eggs, no legumes, and execrable wine : no 
com for my mule ; no hay ; no straw ; no grass : the loaf 
fortunately was large ; I took a piece, and sliced the rest 
for my four-footed Spanish friend, who ate it thankfully, 
but the anbergisto growled. — Descend by a winding and 
excellent road to cMaudicrea.* wJierc avast arch is thrown 
across the torrent. Paas^St. JJauji^? and cross a ruined 
forest amongst fragments of trees. Descend three hours, 
by a most noble road hewn out of the mountain side "~ 




Ganges (U^rituU]. 
Mondaniier (Hdniiilt). 
{lUnnU.) 
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ij^e.vfl;' a dirty, ugly, ill built town, wilt crooked close 
streets, but populous, and very industrious. — Here I drank 
excellent light and pleasing wMte wine at 5/ a bottle, 
miles. 

The Slst. Cross a nnouatain by a miserable road, and 
reach Beg de Eieiix,' which shares with Carcassonne, the 
fabric of Londrins," for the Levant trade. — Cross much 
waste to Eezicr* — I met to-day with an instauce of igno^ 
ranee in a well dressed French merchsint, that surprised 
me. He had plagued me with abundance of tiresome 
foolish questions, and then asked for the third or fourth 
time what country I was of. I told him I was a Chinese. 
How far off ia that country? — I repUed, 200 leagues. 
Jit,v^ ce»(ff lima ! Stable ! c'eet v.n grand chemin ! The 
other day a Frenchmaa asked me, after telling him I waa 
an EngUshman, if we had trees in England ? — I replied, 
that we had a few. Had we any rivers ? — Oh. none at all. 
Ah na foi c'est lien trieste I This incredible ignorance, 
■when compared with the knowledge so universally dissemi- 
nated in England, is to bc-atte ibuied, like every thing else, 
to^govemraent. — 40 miles. '" 

AnocsT 1. Leave Beziers, in order to go tn, Capestan * 
by the pierced mountain, Cross the canal of Laoguedoc 
several times ; and over many wastes to Pleraville.' The 
Pyrenees now full ta tJie left, and their roots but a few 
lei^ues oS. At Carcassonne, they carried me to a fountain 
of muddy vrater, and to a gate of the barmcka ; but I was 
better pleased to see several large good houses of 
factnrers, that shew wealth. — iO miles. 

The 2d. Pass a conEideiable conveut, with a long line 
of front, and rise loC^^jour/ — 16 miles. 

The Sd. At Hjjr^i^fliey are building a most magni- 
ficent bridge of seven flat arches, each of 64 feet span, 

■ Lodera (HSruih). 

'* Brid&rieux (H^rault). The roDte here talien is moat pic1ureBque,siid 
decent inns &re lo be bBd. 

* Xiondrins, cloth, imitating that of Lonilon, heni^e ll 
foctured in I^nguedoc, Provence, and Dnuphinl. 

• CajKBlBng. The Col de Matpos' spar of the C^venn 
by a tunnel 600 metres long- (Hdrauit). 

' Pmuille (M^raoli). « Fanjeanx (Hiirault). 

' repoix (Ariige). 
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whicb will coat 1,800,000 Uv. {78.7501.) ; it has been 12 
years erecting, and will be fiiiiahed in two more. The 
weather for Beveral days has been as fine as possible, bnt 
very hot; to-day the heat was so disagreeable, that I 
rested from 12 to 3 at Mirepfiis ; and fousd it so burning, 
that it VBS an efEort to go half a quarter of a mile to view 
the bridge. The myriads of flies were ready to devour me, 
and I could hardly support any light in the room. Hiding 
fatigued me, and I enquired for a carriage of some sort to 
carry me, while these great beats should continue ; I had 
done tbe same at Carcassonne ; but nothing Uke a cabriolet 
of any sort was to be had. When it is recollected that 
that place is one of the most considerable manufasJ^mng 
towns io France, containing 15,000 people, and ttiar- 
Mirepois is far from being a mean place, and y6t..aot. a. 
volture of any kind to be had, how will an Englishman 
bless himself for the universal conveniences that are 
spread through his own country, in which I believe 
there is not a town of ISOO people in the kingdom where 
post chaises and able horses are not to be had at a moment's 
warning ? What a contrast ! This confirms the fact de- 
ducible from the little traflSe on the roads even around 
Paris itself. Circulatimi-i a- stagnant in rrancc — The heat 
was so great t£at I left Mirepout disordered with it : Thia 
was by far the hottest day that I ever felt. The bemi- 
Bpbere seemed almost in a fiame with burning rays thai 
rendered it impossible to turn ones eyes within mi 
degrees of the radiant orb that now blazed in the heavt 
— OroBB another fine new bridge of three arches; 
come to a woodland, the first I have seen for a ^ 
distance. Many vines about Famiers,' which is situated ii 
a beautiful vale, upon a fine river. Tbe place iteelf ia 
ugly, stinking, and ill built ; with an inn ! Adieu, Mons. 
Gascit ; if fate sends me to such another bouse as tbine — 
be it an expiation for my sins ! — 28 miles. 

The 4th. Leaving Amous," there is the extraordinary 
spectacle of a river issuing out of a cavern in a mountain 
of rock ; on crossing the hill you see where it enters I 
another cavern. — It pierces the mountain. Moatcoimtrif 

' (Ariige.) 

* " mDus. Aulas is evidently bere meant (Arioge). 
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however, liare instances of rivers passing under ground. 
Al^St. Geronde^' go to the Croix Blanche, the moat execrable 
recepta^ of fllth, vermin, impudence, and imposition that 
ever exercised the patience, or wounded the feelings of a 
traveller. A withered ha^, the diemon of beastliness, pre- 
sides there. I laid, not rested, in a chamber over a stable, 
whose effluviffi through the broken floor were the least ^, 
offensive o£ the perfumes afforded by this hideous place, ^^ 
— ^It could give me nothing but two stale eggs, for which I 
paid, eiclusive of all other charges, 20/ Spain brought 
nothing to my ejes that equalled this sinlc, from which 
English hog would turn with disgust. But the inna all^' 
the way from Nismes are wretched, except at lodeve, 
Gauge, Carcassonne, and Mirepoii. St. Geronda niuat 
have, from its appearance, four er five thousand people. 
Famiers near twice that number, f What can be the circu- 
lating connection between such masaes of people and other 
towns and countricB, ^at can be held together and sup- 
ported by Huch inn s ? j There have been writers who look 
upon such observaiaon! as rising merely from the petulance 
of travellers, but it shews their extreme ignorance. Such 
rarcumstances are political data. We cannot demand all 
the books of France to be opened in order to explain the 
amount of circulation in that kingdom : a politician musb 
therefore collect it from, such circumstances as he can 
aecertain; and among these, traffic on the great roads, and 
the convenience of the houses prepared for the reception of 
travellers, tell ua both the number and the condition of 
those travellers; by which term I chiefly allude to the 
.natives, who move on businea8_Qr pleasure from place to 
place ; for if theyare not considerable enouglTto cause good 
mEs, those who come from a distance will not, which is 
evident from the bad accommodations even in the high 
road from London to Home. On the contrary, go in 
England to towns that contain 1500. 2000, or 3000 people, 
in situations absolutely cut off from all dependence, or 
almost the expectation of what are properly called travel- 
lers, yet you will meet with neat inns, well dressed 
clean people keeping them, good furniture, and a 



4 



s-P^enfie^ 



dressed and ^H 
a refreshing ^H 



TKAVEL3 IN VRANCE. 






^ 



civility ; your aeaaes may not be gratified, I>ut they will 
Dot be offended ; and if you demand a post chaise and a 
pair of horseB, the cost of which is not less thao 601. ia 
Bpite of a heavy tai, it will be ready to carry yoi whither 
you please. Are no political conclusiqnB to be t iravTOfr Qm 
this amazing toatrast?" It proves tiiat such a population 
m England have connections with other places to the 
amount of supporting sueii houses. The friendly clubs of 
the inhabitants, the visits of friends and relations, the 
parties of pleasure, the resort of farmers, the intercourse 
with the capital and with other towns, form the support of 
good inns ; and in a country where they are not to ba 
found, it ia a proof that there is not the same quantity of 
motion ; or (that it moves by meana of leas wealth, less 
ptJQn, and leas enjoyment!\ In this journey through 
Ledop, 'i. have passed an incredible nomber of splendid 
^ B, and many superb cansewaya. But thia only 
■ea the absurdity and oppression of government, 
iridgee that cost 70 or 80,0001. and immense causeways to 
connect towns, that have no better inns than such as I 
'■^ve described, appear to be gross absurdities. They can- 
not be made for the mere use of the inhabitants, because 
■fourth of the expense would answer the purpose ^ < 
utiUty. They are therefore objects of public ' " ~ 

ice, and consequently for the eye of travellers. 
irhat traveller, with his person surrounded by the b 
filth of an inn, and with all bis senses ofEended, will h 
condemn such incoDsisteocies as folly, and will not v 
for more comfort and leas appearance of splendour.— 
miles. 

The 5th, To St. Martory' is an almost uninterrupted 
range of well inclosed and well cultivated country .^ — For 
an hundred miles past, the women generally without shoes, 
l.«ven in the towns ; and in the country many men also.— 
The heat yesterday and to-day as intense as it was b 
there ia no bearing any light in the rooms : all must h 
shut close, or none are tolerably cool : in going out of i 
light room into a dark one, tho' both to the norUi, there i| 
a very sensible coolness ; and out of a dark one into i 



' (liK. Garonne.) 
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roofed balcony, is like going into an oven. I have been 
advised every day not to stir till four o'clock. From ten 
in the morning till five in the afternoon, the heat makes 
all exercise most uncomfortable ; and the flies are a curse 
of Egypt. Give me the cold and fogs of England, rather 
than such a heat, should it be lasting. The natives, how- 
ever, assert, that this intensity has novr continued as long 
as it commonly does, namely, four or five days ; and that 
the greatest part even of the hottest months is much 
cooler than the weather is at present. — In 250 miles distant,'N 
I have met on the road two cabriolets only, and three ( 
miserable things like old English one-horse chaises ; not; 
one gentleman ; though many merchants, as they call them-l 
selves, each with two or three cloak-bags behind him:; 
4^ paucity of travellers that is amazing. — 28 miles. 

The 6th. TotBagnere de Luchon, rejoining my friends, 
and not displeased" to have a little rest in the cool moun- 
tains, after so burning a ride. — 28 miles. 

The 10th. Finding our party not yet ready to set out 
on their return to Paris, I determined to make use of the* 
time there was yet to spare, te:^ or eleven days, in a tour to 
Bagnere de Bigorre to Bayonne,'^ and to meet them on the 
way to Bourdeaux, at Auch. This being settled, I mounted 
my English mare, and took my last leave of Luchon. — 28 
miles. 

The 11th. Pass a convent ^ of Bem^i^rdine monks, who 
have a revenue of 30,000 liv. It is situated in a vale, 
watered by a charming chrystal stream, and some hills, 
covered with oak, shelter it behind. — Arrive at- Bagnere, 
which contains little worthy of notice, but it is much fre- 
quented by company on account of its waters. To the 
valley of Campan,® of which I had heard great things, and 
which yet much surpassed my expectation. It is quite 
different from all the other vales I have seen in the Pyre- 
nees or in Catalonia. The features and the arrangement 
novel. In general the richly cultivated slopes of those 
mountains are thickly inclosed; this, on the contrary, is 
open. The vale itself is a flat range of culti ration and ' 

^ (Hte. Pyren^s.) ^ No longer in existence. 

' (Hte. Pyrenees.) " Celebrated perhaps beyond its deserts from the 
time of Arthur Young to the present." — Murray' 8 Guide. 
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watered meadow, spread tbicklj with villages and scattered 
houses. The east^ini boundary is a rough, ateep, and rocky 
mountain, and affords pasturage to goats and sheep ; a 
I contrast to the western, which forms the singular feature 
'i of the scene. It is one noble sheet of corn and grass unin- 
closed, and intersected only by lines that mark the division 
of properties, or the channels that conduct water from the 
higher regions for irrigating the lower ones ; the whole 
hanging is one matohless slope of the richest and most 
luxuriant vegetation, j Here and there are scattered some 
small masses of wood, which chance has groujied with 
wonderful happiness for giving variety to the scene. The 
season of the year, by mixing the rich yellow of ripe com, 
with the gi'een of the watered meadows, added greatly to 
the colouring of the landscape, which is upon the whole the 
most exquisite for ft^n. and colour that my (^e has ever 
been regaled with.-^T'ake the road to ^ourde,^ where is a 
castle on a rock, garrisoned for the merB purpose of keep- 
ing stat« prisoners, sent hither hylettrea de cachet. Seven 
or eight are known to be here at present ; thirty have been 
here at a time ; and many for life — torn by the relentless 
hand of jealous tyranny h'om the bosom of domestic com- 
fort ; from wives, childreo, friends, and hurried for crimes 
, unknown to themselves — more probably for virtues — to 
' languish in this detested abode of misery^and die of des- 
I pair. Oh, liberty ! Uberty !— and jet this is the mildest 
government o£ any considerable country in Euroj^w, our 
own excepted. ) The dispensations of providence seem to 
I have permitted the human race to exist only as the prey of 
tjrrants, as it has made pigeons for the prey of hawks — 35 
miles. 

The 12th. Pan * is a considerable town, that has a parlia- 
ment and a linen manufacture ; but it is more famous for 
being the birlh'-place of Henry IV. I viewed the castle, 
and was shewn, as all travellers are, the room in which 
that amiable prince was born, and the cradle, the shell of 
a tortoise, in which he was nursed. What an effect o n 

' Lonrdes (tile. PyreinSca), celebraled in these days ftir it 
miraculooH Tauntain and [lilgriniagea. The castle is now u 

( BaiacB-Fjren^es.) 
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posterity liave g^reat and diatinguiBhed talents ! This 
considerable town, but I qnestion whether any thing would 
ever carry & stranger to it but its possessing the cradle of a, 
favourite character. 

Take the road t© Moaena^ and come presently to a scene' 
which was bo new fo me in France, that I could hardly be- , . 
lieve my own eyes. f A succession of many well built, tight,/ 
and COMFOBTABLE farming cottages, built of stone, and'-' 
covered with files ; each having its little garden, inclosed 
by clipt thorn hedges[ with plenty of peach and other froit- 
trees, some fine oaks scattered in the hedges, and young 
trees nursed up with so much care, that nothing but the 
fostering attention of the owner could effect any thing like 
it. To every house belongs a farm, perfectly well inclosed, 
with grass borders mown and neatly kept around the com 
, fields, with gates to pass from one incloaure to another. 
The men are all dressed with redcaps, like the highlanders 
of Scotland. There are some parts of England (where 
Bmall yeomen still remain) that resemble this country of 
Bearse ; but we have very little that is equal to what I 
have seen in this ride of twelve mUes from Pan " to Moneog. 
It is all in the hands of little proprietors, without the 
farms being so small as to occasion a vicious and miserable 
population. An air of neatness, warmth, and comfort 
breathes over the whole. It ia visible in their new built 
houses and stables; in their little gardens; in their hedges ; 
in the courts before their doors ; evenin the coops for tiieir ■ 
poultry, and the sties for their hogs. A peasant does not \ 
think of rendering his pig comfortable, if his own happi- I 
ness hangs by the thread of a nine years lease. We are I 
now in Beame, within a few miles of the cradle of Henry 
IV. Do they inherit these blessings from that good prince ? 
The benignant genius of that good monarch, seems to reign 
dtill over the country ; each peasant has the fowl in the pot. 
— 34 miles. 

The 13th. The agreeable scene of yesterday continues ; 
many small properties; and every appearance of rural 
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1 Uoaein (Bssaes-PTTen^B). 

• '■ Dana nos oampagnes, loot le monda eat proprietaire." — Bentim- 
I tUmte o/ lh>: FariiameTit of JBk, 1788. See H. Uutiu's ""■--^- 
' ~ " ■ '.,11. BBa. 
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happiness. S^vaWgJ' is a small walled and fortified town, 
consiatiQ^ oftEfee iirJncipal streets, wHch cross at right 
angles, with a small square. From the ramparts there is 
the view of a &i»-TM™atry. The linen fabric spreads 
through it, Tiy^t. PahwB the country is mostly ineloaed, 
and much of it with thorn- hedges, admirably trained, and 
kept neatly clipped. — 25 miles. 

The 14th. Left St, Ealais, and took a guide to conduct 
I fonr leagues to(.Anspaai^ Fair day, and the place 
luded with farmers ; I saw the soup prepared for what 
■we should call the farmer's ordinary. There was a moun- 
tain of sliced bread, the colour of which was not inviting ; 
ample provision of cabbage, grease, and water, and about 
as much meat, for some scores of people, as half a dozen 
Eoglish farmers would have eaten, and grumbled at their' ■ 



neiTH 

host for short commons. — 26 miles. jH 

#The 15th. ^ayon^ is by much the prettiest town ^^M 
have seen in France ; the houses are not only well built (^^| 
atone, but the streets are wide and there are many openings 
which, though not regular squares, have a good effect. 
The river is broad, and many of the houses being fronted 
to it, the view of them from the bridge is fine. The pro- 
menade is charming ; it has many rows of trees, whose 
heads join and form a shade delicious in this hot climate. 
In the evening, it was thronged with well dressed people of 
both sexes : and the womeu, through all the country, are 
the haudsomest I have seen in France. In coming hither 
from Fan, I saw what is very rare in that kingdom, clean 
i- and pretty country girls ; i_g_jB08t^ Jig provinces, hard 
labour destroy sboth person and complexion. Ilie Wooin 
of health on the cheeks of a well dressed coimtrygirl is not 
the worst feature in any landscape. I hired a chaloup for 
viewing the embankment at the mouth of the river. By 
the water spreading itself too much, the harbour was u ' 
jured; and government, to contract it, has built a wal' 
the north bank a mile long, and another on the south el 
of half the length. It is from ten to 20 feet wide, i 

' NiTarreos (BasseB Pyrenees). 
" St. Palais (Biases Pyrentei). 
' Hupurren (Buascs tjrento), U important Basque town, atiU a{ 
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about twelve high, from the top of the base of rough stone, 
which extends twelve or fifteen feet more. Towards the 
mouth of the harbour, it is twenty feet wide, and the stones 
on both sides crampt together with irons. They are now , ^ ii'^f' 
driving piles of pine 16 feet deep, for the foundation. It j ^ t.*^' 
is, on the whole, a work of great expence, magnificence 
and utility . 

The loth. To d5a^ is not the best way to Auch, but I 
had a mind to sealile famous waste called Lea Landes de 
Bov/rdeaux,^ of which I had long heard and read so much. 
I was informed, that by this route, I should pass through 
more than twelve leagues of them. They reach almost to 
the gates of Bayonne ; but broken by cultivated spots for 
a league or two. These landes are sandy tracts covered W 
with pine trees, cut regularly for resin. Historians report, 
that when the moors were expelled from Spain, they ap- 
plied to the court of France for leave to settle on and 
cultivate these landes ; and that the court was much con- 
demned for refusing them. It seems to have been taken 
for granted, that they could not be peopled with French ; 
and therefore ought rather to be given to Moors, than to 
be left waste. — At Dax, there is a remarkably hot spring 
in the middle of the town. It is a very fine one, bubbling 
powerfully out of the ground in a large bason, walled in ; 
it is boiling hot ; it tastes like common water, and I was 
told that it was not impregnated with any mineral. The 
only use to which it is applied is for washing linen. It is 
at all seasons of the same heat, and in the same quantity. 
— 27 miles. 

The 17th. Pass district of sand as white as snow, and 
so loose as to blow ;, yet Jias paks two feet in diameter, by 
reason of a bottoijk of^ivlute adhesive earth like marl.^/ 
Pass three rivers, iStB^Jm/om of which might be applied in!^-- 
irrigation, yet na: %mmMde of them. The duke de 

^ Some notion of te Cfa^iiiii'iiiiliiin effected in this region since 
Arthur Youngs timf-iMi/ be gMbered from the following facts: 
290,000 hectares hav^ hma w ad lowd fertile by canals, which in 1877 
reached a total of 2,200-M bM>tr —. 90,000 hectares, lying between the 
mouth of the GaroniM tad flf the Adour, are now covered with pine 
forests, the creation HPf- tfcte rnntmyZ A very small portion of the 
Landes remains in dbt e^pjiUuii oat author found it just a hundred 
years ago. See E. I J bK m^ *'G4ap«^hie de la France." 
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Bouilloii ' has vast possessions in these lands. 
Seigneur wUl at any time, and in any country, explai 
reason of improveabk land being left waste. — 29 mileB. 

The 18th. Ah deamess is, in my opinion, the general 
feature of all money excliangea in France, it is but candid 
to not« instances to the contrary. At(^^' they gave me, 
at the Croii d'Or, soup, eels, sweet brea37anil green-peas. 
a pigeon, a chicken, and veal-cutlets, with a dessert of bis- 
cuits, peaches, nectarines, plumbs, aud glass of liqueur, 
with a bottle of good wine, aU for 40/ (20d.) M ^for my 
mare 20/1 and hay 10/ At the same price atSt^^grorO 
I had a supper last night not inferior to it. EverytfaEg 
at AJn: seemed good and clean ; and what is very uncom- 
mon, I bad a parlour to eat my dinner in, and was attended 
by a neat well dressed girl. The last two hours to Air^ it 
rained so violently, that my silk surtout was an insufficient 
defence ; and the old landlady was in no baste to give me 
fire enough to be dried. As to supper, I had the idea of 
my dinner. — 35 miles. 

The 19th. Paaa^ee^ which seems a flouriabing little 
place, if we may jiwlge by the building of new houses. 
The Clef d'Or is a large, new, and good inn. 

In the 270 miles, from Bagnere de Luchon to Auch,' a 

ineral observation I may make is, that the whole, witli 
very few eieeptions, is inclosed ; and that the farm-housefl 
are every where scattered, instead of being, aa in bo many 
parts of France collected in towns. I have seen scarcely 
any gentlemen's country seats that seem at all modem ; 
aud, in general, they are thin to a surprising degree. I 
have not met with one country equipage, nor any thing 
like a gentleman riding to see a neighbour. Scarcely a 
gentleman at all. At Audi, met by appointment my 
friends, oa their return to Fariiu Tiie .town is almost 
without manufactures or oommiTce, and is supported 
chiefly by the rents of_the coi^^>"- But they have many 

The ducby of Bouillon wbb in«ir;ioriit«H with Trench lerritnry in 
1793, but annexed to Luxemburg in IfilC.Udnowforms part of Belgian 
Xuxemboiir^- See Lelanije'a " DiclioniMin biMeri>)ue de la France." 
" Aire (Landes). ' Si. 8e«er (I.anilea). 

lle«k. Vie-Blgorre (Laniliia).' 

Au«h<Geni). Tills na ' " 
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of the Doblessein tlie province, too poor to IiTa here; some 
indeed bo poor, that they plough their own fields ; and 
these may possibly be much more estimable members of 
society, than the fools and knaves that laugh at them. — 
31 milee. jir—— 

The 20tli. Pass (TeMaji,-' which contains many.-ggod 
Lousea, and go through a populone country tajia Tour,' a 
bishoprick, the diocesan of which we left at Bagnere de 
Xnchon. The situation is beautiful on the point of a ridge 
of hills.— 20 miles. _ 

The 22d. Byt fiyr^ ,' through a fine country, to the 
Garonne, which we cross by a ferry. This river is here a 
quarter of a mile broad, with every appearance of com- 
merce. A large barge passed loaded with cages of poultry . 
of such consequence throughout the extent of this naviga- 
tion is the consumption of the g reat city of Bourdeaux, 
The rich vale continues to^ffgeni^and is very highly culti- 
vated ; but has not the beknTy of the environs of Leitour. 
If new buildings are a criterion of the flourishing state 
a plaxie, Agen prospers. The bishop has raised a 
nincent palace, the centre of which is in good taste 
the junction with the wings not equally bappy.^ — 23 i 
^^je^3d. Pass a rich and highly cultivated vale to 
^^Sl lonj ' mucl^ hemp, and every woman in the country 
l^^loyed on it. Many neat wall built farm-housea on 
amaU properties, and all the country very populous. View 
the chateau of the Due d'AguiUon," which, being in the 
town, is badly situated, accori£ng to all rural ideas ; but a 
town is ever an accompanyment of a chateau in France, as 
it was formerly in moat parts of Europe ; it seems to have 

I • Kemrnnce (Gere), one of the numerous towns in ihia doparlnwnt 
Kaving a foreign name. We find Barcelonc, Cologne, Tia (Pim), 
Valence, originally aeigneurml forlresees. 

" Lectoure (Gars), no longer an epiacopate, 

■ Lejnui (Lot and GaronnB). 

* (Lot and Garonne). 

' Aigullon (Lot and Garonne). 

• Tbatcnieland lawless giivurnor of Brittany whose conduct w 
mbjecl of a pe'ition to Louia XV. from the I'ttrliainent of Bennea. Ho 
was diagTBced by Louis XVI. His son rehabilituted family honour 
wilh llie Viuomto de NoaiDes and othurs, aurrendering feudal 
on iho oufbri'rili of iho lieTolulion. Tli« e\\\ 
n«*or comjili-lod, and the litle ia uuw oMiiicr. 
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result-ed from a feudal arrangement, that the Grand 
Seigneur might teep his slaves the nearer to his call, as a 
man builds hia stables near his house. This edifice is a 
considerable one, hnilt bv the present Duke ; begun about 
twenty years ago, when he was exiled here during eight 
years. And, thanks to that banishment, the building went 
on nobly ; the body of the house done, and the detached 
wings almost finished. But as soon aa the sentence was 
reversed, the duke went to Paris, and has not been here 
: since, cbnsequently all now stands still. It is thus that 
/banishment alone wilt force the French nobUitj to execute 
what the English do for pleasure— reside upon and adorn 
' their estates. There is one magnificent circumstance, 
namely, aa elegant and spacious theatre; it fills one-of the 
vrings. The orchestra is for twenty-four musicians, the 
number kept, fed, and paid, by the duke when here. This 
elegant and agreeable luxury, which falls within the com- 
pass of a very large fortune is known in every coimtry in 
Europe except England : the possessors of great estates 
here preferring horses and dogs very much before any en- 
tertainment a theatre can yield. To,Tonnanee^— 25 miles. 

The 24th. Many new and good coontry "seats, of gen- 
tlemen, well built, and set off with gardens, plantations, 
&c. These are the effects of the wealth of Bourdeaux, 
.,. These people, like other Frenchmen, eat little meat ; in the 
town of Leyrac five oxen only are killed in a. year ; whereas 
an EngHsh town with the same population would consume 
two or three oxen a. week. A noble view towards Bour- 
deaux for many leagues, the river appearing in four or 
five places. Seach J^angon,' and drink of its excellent 
white wine — 32 miles. 

The 25th. — Pass through Barsac,' famous also for its 
wines." They are now ploughing with oxen between the 
rows of the vines, the operation -which gave Tull' the idea 
of hors»-hoeing ccm. Great population and country seats 
all the Vfay. At Qastres' the country changes to an un- 

' Tonneins (Lot and Gnronne). 
" (Girondo,) 

* Tull, Jetnro, agriciiUurBil wriior who mi 
diad 1740. 
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mtoresting flat. Arrive atEoiirdeaus,' through a continued , 
village. — 30 miles. 

26th. Much as I Lad read and heard of the commerce, 
wealth, aud magnificence of this city, they f 
passed my expectations, Paris did not answer at all, for 
it is not to be compared to Iiondon; but we must not 
name Liverpool in competition with Bourdeaux. [The grand 
feature here, of which I had heard moet, answers the 
least; I mean the quay,. jshich is respectable only for'-' 
length, and its quantity of business, neither of which, to 
the eye of a stranger, ia of much consequence, if devoid of 
beauty. The row of houses ia regular, biit without either 
magmfieence or beauty. It is a dirty, sloping, muddy 
shore ; parts without pavement, incumbered with filth and 
stones ;Vb{irge3 lie here for loading and unloading the 
ebipB, which cannot approach to what should be a quay. 
HBrB-is"all the dirt and disagreeable circumstances of trade, 
without the order, arrangement, aud magnificence of a 
quay. Barcelona is unique in this respect. When I pre- 
sumed to find fault with the buildings on the river, it must 
not be supposed that I include the whole ; the crescent 
which is in the same line is better. The place royale, with 
the statute of Lewis XV. in the middle, ia a fine opening, 
and the bnHdinga which form it regular aud handaom.e. 
But the quarter of the ckapeau rouge ia truly magnificent, 
consisting of noble houses, built, lie the rest of the city, 
of white hewn stone. It joins the chateau trompetle, which 
occupies near half a mile of the shore. This fort is bought 
of the ting, by a company of speculators, who are now 
pulling it down with an intention of buHding a fine square 
and majiy new streets, to the amount of 1800 houses. I 
have seen a design of the square and the streets, and it 
would, if executed, be one of the moat splendid additions 
to a city that is to be seen in Europe. This great work 
stands atill at present through a fear of resumptions. The 
theatre, built about ten or twelve years ago, is by far the 
most magnificent in France. I have seen nothiog that 
approaches it, The building js insulated ; and fills up a 
apace of 306 feet by Itb, one end being the principal front, 
Ln Arthur Young w 
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containing a portico the whole length of it, of twelve very 
large Corinthian columns. The entrance from this portico 
is by a noble vestibule, which leads not only to the dif- 
ferent parts of the theatre, but aJao to an elegant oval 
concert-room and BatooES for walkiog and refreahmenta. 
The theatre itsolf is of a. vast size ; in shape the segment 
of an oval. The estabhshment of actors, actresses, singers, 
dcincerB, orchestra, &c. speak the wealth and luxury 
of the place. I have been assured, that from thirty to 
fifty louis a night have been paid to a favourite actress 
from Paris. Larrive,' the first tragic actor of that capit 
is DOW here, arSOO liv. (211. 12b. 6d.) a night, with ' 
benefits. Dauberva], the dancer and his wife (the Mi 
moiselle Theodore of Ijondon) are retained as princi] 
ballet-master and first female dancer, at a, salary of " 
liv. (12251.) Pieces are performed every night, Sundays 
not excepted, as every where in France. The mode o£ 
^living that takes place here among merchants is highly 
. luxurious. Their houses and estabhshments are on expen- 
' sive scales. Great entertainments, and many served on 
" plate : high play ia a much worse thing ; — and the acanda- 
lous chronicle speaks of merehants keeping the dancing 
and singing girls of the theatre at salaries which ought to 
import no good to their credit. This theatre, which does 
BO much honour to the pleasures of Bourdeaux, was raised 
at the expence of the town, and cost 270,0001. The new 
tide, coru-nul l, erected b;y a company, ia very well worth 
dewing, ATIargo canal is dug and formed in masonry of 
hewn stono, the walls four feet thick, leading under the 
building for the tide coming iu, to turn the water wheels. 
It is then conducted in other equally well formed canals 
to a reservoir ; and when the tide retuma it gives motion 
to the wheels again. Three of these canala pass under the 
building for containing 24 pairs of stones. Every part of 
the work is on a scale of solidity and duration, admirably 
eiecuted. The eatimate of the expence is 8,000,000 liv. 
(350,0001.) ; but I know not how to credit such a mx 
■ How far the erection of steam engines to do the sai 
business would have been found a cheaper method, I el 

' Lurtiic, fluLiri, ira3-l80J, i:eli^bcfltecl acLor and vocalxsl. 
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not enquire ; but I should apprehend that the common 
water mills, on the Garonne, which start without such 
enormous expencea for their power, must in the common 
course of common events ruin this company. The new 
honeeB that are huilding in all quarters of the town, mark, 
too clearly to be misunderstood, the prosperity of the place. 
The skirts are every where composed of new streets ; with 
still newer onea marked out, and partly built. These 
houses are in general small, or on a middling scale, for in- 
ferior tradesmen, They are all of white atone, and add, aa 
they are finished, much to the beauty of the city. I 
enquired into the date of these new streeta, and found 
that four or five yeara were in general the period ; that is 
to say, since the peace ; and from the colour of the stone 
of those streets nest in age, it is plain that the spirit of 
building was at a stop during the war. Since the peace 
they had gone on with great aetivity. Wbat a jiatire on ^j^ 
the^goTerHment c£the two kingdoms, to permit m one the 
prejudices of manufacturers and 'merchants, aad in the 
other the insidious policy of an ambitious court, to hurry 
the two nationajEor aver nito wars fiat check a]! benQfieial 
works, and spread rain where private esertioD was busied 
ill deeds of prosperity. The rent of houses and lodgings 
nses every day, as it has done since the peace considerably, 
at the same time that so many new houses have been and 
are erecting, unites with the advance in the prices of every 
thing : they complain that the eipences of living Myejieen 'J 
in tenyearafiill 30 per cent. — There can hardly be a clearer 
pwf.c J an advaqca in^ro^perity. I 

The c ommefciaLjieaty. vSi^ Eyi^ &nij bein jt a subject too ^ I 
interesting not tohavo demanded attention, we made the 
necessary eoquirios. — Here it is considered in a very diffe- 
rent light from Abbeville and Eouen : at Bourdeaus they 
think it a wise measure, that tends equally to the benefit of 
both countries. This is hot the place for being more 
particular on the trade of this town. 

We went twice to see Larrive do his two capital parts of 
the Black Prince in Mons. du Bclloy'a ' Piere le Cruel, and 
Philoctetfl, which gave me a very high idea of the French 

' De Belloy, a drftmatic writer famous in hia day, now EorgotWi 
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theatre. Tlie inna at tlua city are escellent ; the hotel 
d'Angletere and the Prince oE AsturiaB ; at the latter we 
found every accommodation lo be niebed, but with ai 
consistence that cannot be too much condemned : we 
verj elegant apartment-s, and were flerved on plate, yet 
necessary -house the same temple of abomination that is 
be met in a dirty village. 
— The 28th. Leave Bourdeaux; — cross the river by a 
ferry, which employs twenty-nine men and fifteen boata, 
and leta at 18,000 liv. (7871.) a year. The view of the 
Garonne is very fine, appearing to the eye tvrice as broad 
as the Thames at London ; and the number of large ships 
lying in it, makes it, I suppose, the richest water view that 
France haa to boast. From hence to the Dordonne, a 
noble river, though much inferior to the Garonne, which 
Wfl-XroBB by another ferry that lets at 6000 liv. Keach 
C&.vignac.? — 20 miles. _ 

The" 29th. To (^rbeaieu?j? situated in a beautiful 
country, finely diTersifled"Hnd" wooded; the marquisate of 
which, with the chateau, belongs to the duke de la Boche- 
foDcauld, whom we met here ; he inherits this estate from 
the famous Louvois, the minister of Louis XTV. In this 
thirty-seven miles of countryi-^ying between the great 
rivers Garonne, Dordoune, and Charenfe, and consequently 

Vin one of the best parta of I"rance for markets, the 

\^quaiitity of yaflfip 1||pd is surprising : it is the predominant 

feature the whole way. Much of these wastes belonged to 

»^he prince de Sonbise," who would not sell any part of 
them. l^ThuB it is whenever you stumble on a Grand 
Seigneur, even one that wa^ worth millions, you are sure 
to find his property desert.\ The duke of Bouillon's and 
this prince's are two of the greatest properties in France; 

■ (Gironde.) ' BurWiieux tCbarenle). 

' TheKi-ca]led"rDi debt MarBQ(]e,"w!iDcoinmanded the Freochtbrcea 
dnriog the regime of the " Reine Pamp&dour." Ilis men gave him Iha 
above Bobriqaet because of the nnlimited license allowed (liein (□ pillt^ 
and plunder. With an army demnralised tiy debauchery and want, the 
officers being followed by a train of eonrtezans, pedlars, and hsngers-on, 
the soldiers dependent entirelj on blactc mail, he eet out for the defeat 
of Itosbach, ior a TJetorj gained hy another Inter, Madame du Pom- 
— ■ r gavo Siiubise a mtrahars billon. See II. Martin, Tol x 
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and all the signs I baTe yet seen of their greatness, are 
■wasteB, landes, deserts, fern, ling. — Go to their residence, 
■wherever it may he, and you would probably find them in 
the midst of a forest, very well peopled with deer, wild 
boars, and wolves. V Oh ! if I was the legislator of France 
for a day, I would make such great lords skip agaiuA 
We supped with the dute de la Eochefoutauld ; the pro-*^ 
vincial asseiably of Saintonge ia soon to meet, and this 
nobleman, being the president, is waiting for their 
assembling. 

The 30th. Through a chalk country, well wooded, 
though without indosures to^ingoulSme ; the approach to 
that town is fine ; the country aronndbeing beautiful with 
the fine river Charente," here navigable, flowing through it, f. 
the effect striking. — 25 miles. 

The 3Ist. Quitting Angouleme, pass through a country 
almost covered with vines, and across a noble wood belong- 
ing to the duchess d'Anville, mother of the duke de la 
KMhefoucauld, to Xerteul,' a chateau of the same lady, 
built in 14S9, where we found every thing that travellers 
could wish in a hospitable mansion. The Emperor Charles 
v. was entertained here by Anne de Pohgnac, widow of 
Frauds H. count de la Rochefoucauld, and that prince, 
said aloud, n'avoir jamaU 6ie en mai»on qui senitt mieux m 
grande veriu honnSteia & eeignewrie que cells la.— It is excel- 
lently kept ; in thorough repair, fully furnished, and all in 
order, which merits praise, considering that the family 
rarely aje hero for more than a few days in a year, having 
many other and more considerable seats in difEerent parts 
of the kingdom. If this just attention to the interests of 
posterity was more general, we should not see the melan- 
choly spectacle of ruined chateaus in so many parts o^-' 
France. In the gallery is a range of portraits from the 
tenth century ; by one of which it appears, that this estate 
' I can' ss9Dre the reader xhnt these sentiments were those of the 
moment; the evejits that haye taken placa almoac indnced me lo Btrike 
man; auch poasnges out, but It is fairer to all paities to leaie them. — 

' " The fairest river in my kingdom," said Henri IV. 
■ Torteuil, in the valiey of the Charenle. The chateau has been-in 
t noonBtmcted b^ M. de la Rochefoucauld, and is not to b« cinfounded 
" I magniGcent chateau de la Bochefoucauld, near Angoult~~ 
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came by a MademoiBelle la Eochefoucauld, in 1470. The 
park, -woodB, and riTer Charente here are fine : the last 

^ abounds greatly in carp, tench, and perch. It is at any 
time easy to get from 50 to 100 brace of fieh that weigh 
from three to 101b, each: we had a brace of carp for 
Bnpper, the sweetest, without exception, I ever tasted. If 
I pitched my tent in France, I should choose it to be by a 
river that gave such fish. Nothing provokes one ho in a 
country residence as a lake, a river, or the eea within view 
of the windows, and a dinner every day without fish, which 

is so common in England. — 27 miles. 

Septembbb lat. Pass! Qaudeet BufFe c.'^ MaisonB-Bla n- 
ches,' and Chaunav,? At the first of these places, view a 
very fine flour-mill built by the late count de Broglio,' 
brother of the raarechal de Broglio, one of the ablest and 
most active officers in the French service. In his private 
capacity, his undertakings were of a national kind ; this 
mill, an iron forge, and the project of a navigation, proved, 
that he had a disposition for every exertion that could, 
SBCording to the prevalent ideas of the times, benefit his 
country j that is to say, in every way except the one in 
which, it would have been effective — practical agriculture. 
This day's journey has been, willi some exceptions, 
^fQiiglia poor,, dull, and disagreeable country, — 35 miles, 

_^-'~ The 2d, 'Toitou^ from what I see of it, is an unim- 
proved, poor, and ugly country. It seems to want com- 
munication, demand, and activity of all kinds ; nor does 
it, on an average, yield the half of what it might. The 
lower part of the province is much richer and better. ,■. _ 

I (Ch«jente.) ' Hid. » Uiid. * Hid. 

' Fatlier oi the unfartunale Frlni^e Cla,udQ Vi<:tor, who accepted 
.commund undei* the ConTeniion, but refusing la acknowledge the B^- 
ice, vas guillotined 1794. 

Ifo part of France has more rapidlj improTed in our own time tliui 
lU, noiv forming the threa departmenta of Vendte, Dam Siires, 
and la Vienne. I reviaiwd La Vendue in 1BB5, after an interval of ten 
years, to tiud exlraorduiaFf progress i agriculture bos made great 
strides, works of public utilitj have been erected, nilvvays now intersect 
the countrj', and, owing to the indefatigable labours of peasant owners, 
hundreds of thousands of acres of waste land have been put under 
cultivation. The " unimproved, poor, and ugly country " of Arthur 
Young is now one rast garden. 1a Vendte is the region uf large farms 
i stock raismg. Mule breeding is onrricd on largely around Niort. — Kix, 
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Arrive at ftoitie^ whicli is one of the worst built towua I 
I have seen in Jt'raEce ; very large aad irregular, but « 
taining scarcely any thing ■worthy of notice, except the 
cathe&i,l, which is well hnilt, and very well kept.— The 
finest thing by far in the town is the promenade, which is 
the most extensive I have seen ; it occupies a, considerable 
gpace of ground, with gravelled walks, &c. excellently 
kept, — 12 milea. - - — — -__,^ 

The 3d. A white chalky conntry to-^hateaurault^' open, 
and thinly peopled, though not without" 'country- seats. 
That town has some animation, owing to its navigable 
river, which falls into the Loire. There is a considerable "I, 
g"tlB'y ^aa ufactB E g.: we were no sooner arrived, than onr 
^MXtnient waT'Sn of the wives and daughters of manu-J 
Eacturei's, each with her box of knives, scissara, toys, &c. 
and with bo much civil solicitude to have something boi^ht, 
that had we wanted nothing it wouldhavo been impossible 
to let BO much urgency prove vain. \, It is remarkable, as ^z* 
the fabrics made here are cheap, that there ia scarcely 
any division of labour in this manufacture ; it is in the " 
hands of distinct and unconnected workmen, who go 
through every branch on their own Recount, and without 
SiBsistAncej except from their familiesA— 2^ miles. ■ 

The4th,_PaaB a better country, *ith many chateaua, ■ 
to ^sUrm esjj where we stopped to see the seat built by I 
thelate count de Vo yer d'Argenson . This chateau is a H 
large handsome edifice of stone, with two very consider- 
able wings for offices and strangers' apartmenta : the en- 
trance is into a neat vestibule, at the end of which is the 
salooE, a circular marble room, extremely elegant and well 
furnished ; in the drawing-room are paintings of the four 
French victories of the war of 1744: in every apartment 
there is a strong dispoaition to English furniture and 
modes. This pleasing residence belongs at present to the 
count d'Argenson, The late count who built it formed 
■with the present duke of Grafton, in England, the scheme 
of a Tery agreeable party. The duke was to go over with 
Ilia horses and pack of fox-hounds, and live here for some 

I Ohaielleranll (Viennf). 

'its fine goriloiu, still TsmUDii Bud u in 
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months, with a number of friends. It originated in the 
proposal to hunt French wolves with English fox-JogB. 
Nothing could be better planned than the soheme, for Irfs 
Ormes ib large enough to have contained a numerouB 
party ; but the count's death destroyed the plan. This is 
a. sort of intercourse between the nobility of two kingdoms, 
which I am Burprised does not take place Bometimea ; it 
would vary the common ecenes of life very agreeably, and 
be productive of some of the advantages of travelling in 
the most eligible way. — 23 miles. 

The 5th. Through a dead flat and unpleasant country, 
but on the finest road I have seen in France — nor does it 
seem possible that any should be finer ; not arising from 
great exertions, ae in Languedoc, but from being laid fiat 
with admirable materials. Chateaue are scattered every 
' where in this part of Touraine ; but farm houses and 
cottages thin, till you come in sight of (he Loire, the banks 
of which seem one continued village. ^'The vale, through 
which that river flows, may be three miles over ; a dead 
level of burnt russe t mead ow. ■ 

The entrance of'^ur&P is "truly magnificent, by a new 
street of large houses, built of hewn white stone, with 
r^ular fronts. This fine street, which is wide, and with 
foot pavements on each side, is cut in a strait line tlirough 
the whole city to the new bridge, of fifteen flat arches, 
each of seventy-five feet span. It ia altogether a noble 
exertion for the decoration of a provincial town. Some 
houses remain yet to' be biiilt, the fronts of which are 
done ; some reverend fathers are satisfied with their old 
habitations, and do not choose the expence of filllogupthe 
elegant design of the Tours projectors [ they ought, how- 
ever, to be unroosted if they will not comply, for fronts 
without houses behind them have [a. ridiculous appearance. 
From the tower of the cathedral there is an estenaive 
view of the adjacent country ; but the Loire, for so con- 
siderable a river, and for being boasted as the most beauti- 
ful in Europe, eihibits such a breadth of shoals and sands 
as to be almost subversive of beauty. In the chapel of the 
old palace of Louis SI. Les Plessis les Tours," are three 



L 



(InHri! anil Luire.f 




178?.] CHANTBLOUP. 75 

pictureB wliieh deserve the travellers notite ; n Loly 
family, St. Catharine, and the daughter of Herod i they 
seem to be of the best age of Itahan art. There is a very 
fine promenade here ; long and adnurably shaded by four 
rows of noble and lofty elms, which for shelter against a 
burning sun can have no superior; parallel with it is 
another on the rampart of the old walla, whioh looks down 
on the adjacent gardens; but these walks, of which the 
iuhabitante have long boasted, are at present objects of 
melancholy ; the corporation has offered the trees to sale, 
and I was assured they would be cut down the ensuing 
winter, — One would not wonder at an English corporation 
sacrificing the ladies' walk for plenty of turtle, venison, and 
madeira; but that a French one should have so little 
gallantry, is inexcusable. — 

The 9th. The count de la Eochefoucauld having a 
feverish complaint when he arrived here, which prevented 
onr proceeding on the journey, it became the second day 
a confirmed fever ; the best pTiyaii-Inn of the place was 
called in, whose conduct I liked much, for he had recourse 
to very little pbysick, but much attention to keep his apart- 
ment cool and airy; and seemed to have great confidence 
in leaving nature to throw ofE the malady that oppressed , 
her. Who is it that says there ia a great difference be- 
tween a good physician and a bad one ; yet very little be- 1 
tween a good one and none at all ? I 

Am ong other escursioBS, I took a ride on the banks of 
the lioire towards ;Saumur,.and found the country the 
same as near Tours; but the chateaus not so numerous or 
good. Where the chalk hills advance perpendicularly to- 
wards the river, they present a most singular spectacle of 
uDCommon habitations j ' for a great number of houses are 
cut out of the white rock, fronted with masonry, and holes 
cut above for chimnies, so that you sometimes know not 
where the bouse is from which you see the smoke issuing, , .j 
These cavern-houses are in some places in tires one above /| 
another. Some with little scraps of gardens have a pretty 
effect. In general, the proprietors occupy them ; but many 
are let at 10, 12, and 15 liv. a year. The people 1 talked 

' Theae Blrange itvreltiDgs ore being sujiersedi^d in Kaiite an d Ixiffl 
by nfitttlj-built cottages, homea of peasant owners. ^^^^ 
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Tfitli eeemed well satisfied with their habitations, as g 
and comfortable r\t proof of the dryness of thee" 
In England the rheumatism would be the chief ii 
taut. Walked to the Benedictine convent of Mannouti^ 
of which the cardinal de Rohan, at present here, 
abbot. 

The lOth. Nature, or the Toura doctor, having n 

th«Jioun$, we aefc forward on our journey. The road to 
Chajiteloup^ia made on aJi embankment, that secures a 
large level tract from floods. The country more uninterest- 
ing than I could have thought it possible for the vicinity 
of a great river to be. — View Chantfiloup, the magnificent 
seat of the late duke de Choiseul,' It is situated on a 
rising ground, at some distance from the Loire, which in 
J winter, or after grfiat floods, is a fine object, but at present 
^JB scarc ely aeen^ The ground-floor in front conaiats of 
reven yofims; the dining - room of about thirty by 
twenty, and the drawing-room thirty by thirty-three: 
the library is seventy-two by tweaty, but now fitted 
by the present possessor, the duke de Fenthievre, i 
very beautiful tapestry from the Gobelins.-^Intheplea 
ground, on a hill commanding a very eitensive prospe< 
is a Chinese pagoda, 120 feet high, built by the 6 ' ' 
commemoration of the persons who visited Mm ii 
On the walls of the first room in it their nan 
graved on marble tablets. The number and rank o 
persons do honour to the duke and to themselrea, 
ide a w aa a happ y one. | The forest you look down oi 
'"TBCB IjUlldiWg In ■Wi'y' extensive ; they say eleven 1 
across : ridings are cut pointing to the pagoda ; and v 
the duke was alive, these glades had the mischievous a 
mation of a vast hunt, supported so liberally as to ri 
master of it, and transferred the property of this i 
estate and residence from his family to the last handl 

' Tbe able and patriotic mioialer nf Louia XV. who restored I 
French noyj, effected tlie unnesation of Lnrmine and Curaiea t( 
erown, espelled tbe Jesuits, and protected Faituid. He was b 
becanae be would not uknawledge tbe autbority of tba in 
Eabarry. " Tout co qui restait do I'honneur i>flncM«e L " — 
ic Choiscul." 11, Martin, toL rv. The cbateiu >■ 
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ehould wish to see it in — a prince of the blood. : Great - 
lords love too much an environ of forest, boars, and hunts- 
men, instead of marking theirreaidencebjthe aceomjianj- 
meot of neat and well cultivated fanns, clean cottages, and 
happy peasantB.X In such a method ot shewing their mag- 
nificence, rear in ^forests, gilding domes, or bidding aspiring 
columns rise, might be wanting ; but they would have, in- 
stead of them, erections of comfort, estabHshmenta of ease, 
and plantations of felicity : and their harvest, instead of 
the flesh of boars, would be in the voice of chearf ul grati- 
tude — they would see public prosperity flourish on its best 
basis of private happiness. — As a farmer, there is one i 
feature which shews the duke had some merit ; he built a \^ 
Tinblp p^ff-|mi]HR ; a platform leads along the middle, be- 
tween two rows of mangers, with stalls for eeventy-two, 
and another apartment, not so large, for others, and for 
calves. Ho imported 120 very fine Swiss coma, and jisited 
them with his company every__day,-as they were kept cbii- 
sSntly tied up. To this I may add the best built sheep- 
_^Qm&J have seen in i'rance : and I thouglrt-niawTfoQn" 
the pi^oda part of the farm better laid out and ploughed 
than common in the country, so that he probably imported 
Bome jloughmen. — ^This has merit in it ; but it was all the 
merit oFbanishment. Chanteloup would neither have been 
built nor decorated, nor furnished, if the duke had not been 
exiled. It was the same with the duke d' Aguillon. These 
ministers would have sent the country to the devil before 
tbey would have reared such edifices, or formed such esta- 
blishments, if they had not both been sent from Versailles. 
View the manufacture of steel at Amhoise,": eatabhahed by 
the duke de Choiseul. Vineyards the chief feature of agri- 
culture. — 37 miles. 

The 11th. To'Bloiai'' an old town, prettily situated on 
the Loire, with a good stone bridge of eleven arches. We 
viewed the castle, for the historical monument it affords 
that has renderedit BO famous. They shew the room where 
the council assemblecl, and the chimney in it before which 
■ the duke of Guise was standing when tlie king's page camo 
to demand his xireeence in the royal closet ; the door he was 

-! (loir unil Clier.) ^ 
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entering when stabbed: the tapeatrj ho was in the act of 
turning aaide ; the tower where his brother the cardinal 
suffered ; with a hole in the floor into the dnngeoQ of 
Louis XI. of which the guide teUa many horrible stories, 
in the same tone, from having told them so often, in which 
the fellow in Westminster Abbey gives his monotonous 
■^ history of the tombs. The best circimiBtance attending 
the view of the spots, or the walla within which great, 
daring, or important actions have been perfotmed, is the 
impression they make on the mind, or rather on the heart 
of the spectator, for it ia an emotion of feeling, rather than 
an effort of reflection. The murders, or political executiona 
perpetrated in this castle, though not uninteresting, were 
inflicted on, and by men that command neither our love, 
nor our veneration. The character of the period, and of 
the men that figured in it, were alike disgusting. Bigotry 
and ambition, equally dark, insidious, and bloody, allow 
no feelings of regret. Tho parties could hardly be better 
employed than in cijtting. eQ:ch others throats. Quit the 
Loire, and pass to 'Qhambord^ The quantity of vines is 
very great ; they have tliem "fery flourishing on a flat poor 
blowing sand. How well satisfied wonld my friend Le 
Blanc be if his poorest sands at Cavenham gave him 100 
dozen of good wine per acre per annum ! See at one coup 
^mil 2000 acres of them. View the royal chateau of 
Chambord,' built by that magnificent prince Francis I. and 
inhabited by the late marechal do Base. I had heard much 
of this castle, and it more than answered my expectation. 
It gives a great idea of the splendor of that prince. Com- 
paring the centuries, and the revenues of liouia XIV". and 

^^rancis I. I prefer Chambord infinitely to Versaillea. 

"^vThe apartments are large, numerous, and well contrived, 
I admired particularly the stone stair-case in the centre of 
the house, which, being in a double spiral line, contains 
two distinct atair-cases, one above another, by which means 
people are going up and down at the same time, without 
seeing each other. The four apartments in the attic, with 
arched stone roofs, were in no mean taste. One of these 
count Saie turned into a neat well contrived theatre. We 

' (Loir and Clier.) 
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were shewn the apartment which that great soldier occu- 
pied, and the room in which he died. Whether in his bed 
or not is yet a problem for anecdote hunters to solve. 
A report not uncominoii in France was, that he was ran 
through the heart in a duel with the Prince o£ Conti, who 
came to Chambord for that purpose ; and great care was 
taken to conceal it from the king (Louis XV.), who had 
such a friendship for the marechal, that he would certainly 
have driven the prince out of the kingdom. There an 
several apartments modernized, either for the marechal o: 
for the govemors that have resided here since. In one 
there is a fine picture of Louis XIT. on horseback. Near 
the castle are the barracks for the regiment of 1506 horse, 
formed by marechal de Sase, and which Louia XV. gave 
him, by appointing them to garrison Chambord while their 
colonel made at his residence. He lived here in great 
splendour, and highly respected by his sovereign, and the 
whole kingdom. — The situation of the castle ia bad ; i' 
low, and without the least prospect that ia interesting ; 
deed the whole country ia so flat that a high ground is 
hardly to be found in it. Prom the battlements we saw 
the environs, of which the park or forest forms three- 
fonrths ; it contains within a wall about 20,000 arpents, 
ftad abounds with all sorts of game to a degree of profusion. 
» Great tracts of this park are wa^te or under heath, Ac. or 
a.t least a very imperfect cidtivation :^ could not help 
thinking, that if the king of France ever formed the idea / 
of establishing one compleat and perfect farm under the" 
turnip culture of Englaiid, here is the place for it. Let 
him assign the chateau for the reaidence of the director and 
aJl his attendants ; and the barracks, which are now apphed 
to no use whatever, for atalla for cattle, and the profits of 
the wood wonld be sufficient to stock and support the whole 
undertaking.' What comparison between the utility of 
such an establishment, and that of a much greater expence 
applied here at present for supporting a wretched haraa 
(stud), which has not a tendency but to miachief ! I may, 

' Nuireroua BchwilH of agriculture, towhidi are attKclied mode] farnu, 
now exist in France, stipportcd by the StHte. HtBte-paid proftiawri of 
■t[licukui« who Jecuira g^uitoualy in ttie wuutcj we now appointed IA 
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Iliowever, reoommend euoli agricultural eatabliahmenta ; but 
they never were raado in any country, and never will be, till 
mankind are governed on principles absolutely contrary to 
f.hoBe whicli prevail at prefient-— until Bomething more is 
tliougbt requisite for u national liuabandry than academies 
and memoirs. — 35 miles. 

The 12th. In two miles from the park wall regain the 
high road on the Loire. In discourse with a vigneron, we 
were informed that it froze this morning hard enough to 
damage the vines ; and I may observe, that for four or five 
days past the weather has been constantly clear, with a 
bright sun, and so cold a north-east wind as to resemble 
much our cold clear weather in England in April ; we.. ' 



all our great coats on the day through. Dine aif C^i^:^ 

and view the monument of that able but bloouy'^Tant 

Louis XI. in white marble j he ia represented in a kneeling 

posture, praying forgiveness, I suppose, which doubtless 

was promised lum by his priests for his basenesses and bia 

murders. Eeach Orleans^— 30 miles, 

, The 13th. HeremyBdinpanionH, wanting to return as 

1 £•' soon as possible to Paris, took the direct road thither ; 

I V but. having travelled it before, I preferred that bj^ctivie?' 

,^ ,\^ in the way to Fountainbleau. One motive for myTaEmg 

^^'' this road was its passing by DenainviUiers, the seat of the 

late celebrated l ^p " Hi du J tfliP^ ' and where he made those 

^■j experiments in agriculture which he has recited in many 

i/ of his works. At Petivier I was just by, and walked 

thither for the pleasure of viewing grounds I bad read of 

BO often, considering them with a sort of classic reverence. 

His AoTOnie d'affaire, who conducted the farm, being dead, I 

could not get many particulars to be depended upon, 

Mons. Fougeroui, the present possessor, was not at home, 

or I should doubtless have had all the information I 

wished. I examined the soil, a principal point in all ex- 

' Niitra Diimo da Cltvy (Loiret). 

' Pilhiviar (Loiret). 

' The workB of ttiiu celebrated writer on raral economy and veg«tabl« 
physiology have been traniilfitBil into English. " A Practieal Treab'M 
on Husbandry," Lonllon, 1750: "The EleniPnts of Agriculture ," triiW' 

Uled Ijy Thilip Miller, London, 1764. Duhamri died I7B3. 

--"■ ilillc:-' 
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perimentB, when concIuBiona are to bo drawn from tbem j 
and I also took notes of the common hnsbandry. Learn- 
ing from the labourer who attended me that the drill- 
plougha, &c., were yet in being, on a loft in one of the 
officea, I viewed them with pleasure, and found them as 
well as I can remember, very accurately represented in 
the plates which their ingenious author has given. I was 
clad to find them laid up in a place out of common traffic, 
where they may remain safe till some other farming 
traveller, as enthusiastic as myself, may view the venerable 
remains of a useful genius, Here ia a stove and bath for 
drying wheat, which he also has described. In an in- 
closure behind the house is a plantation of various curioua 
exotic trees, finely grown, also several rows of ash, elm, 
and poplar along the roads, near the chateau, all planted 
by Mons. du Hamel. It gave me still greater pleasure to 
fiii3rthat~nehainvilliers is not aa inconsiderable estate. 
The lands extensive ; the chateau respectable ; with offices, 
gardens, &c. that prove it the residence of a man of for- 
tune; from which it appears, that this indefatigable author, 
however he mlj^ht have failed in some of his pursuits, met 
with that reward from his court which did it credit to 
beatow ; and that he was not like others, left in obscurity 
to the simple rewards which ingenuity can confer on itself. 
Four miles before Malsherbs ' a. fine plantation of a row of 
trees on each side the road begins, formed by Mons. de 
Malsherbs, and is a striking instance of attention to deco- 
rating an open country. More than two miles of them 
are mulberriea. They join his other noble plantations at 
MaJaherbs, which contain a great variety of the most curioua 
trees that have been introduced in France.— 36 miles. 

TheJ^tli' After passing three miles through the forest 
of^FountainUeau, arrive at that town, and view the royal 
pabceTwEidt-faaB Tseen so repeatedly added to by several 
Kings, that the share of Francis I. its original founder, ia 
not easily ascertained. He does not appear to such advan- 
tage as at Chambord. This has been a favourite with 
the Bourbons, from there having been so many Nimroda 
of that family. Of the apartments which are shewn here. 
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/the king's, the queen's, monsieur's, and maiiame's, 
chief. Gilding eeema the prevalent decoration : bat in the 
queen's cabinet it is well and elegantly employed. The 
painting of that delicious little room is eiquiEite; and 
nothing can exceed ttie extremity of ornament that is here 
with taste bestowed. The tapestries of Beauvais and the 
Gubelins, are seen in this palace to great advantage. I 
liked to see the gallery of Prancie I, preserved to its 
ancient state, even to the andirons in the chimney, which 
are those that served that monarch. The gardens are 
nothing ; and the grand canal, as it is called, not to be 
compared with that at Chantilly. In the pond that joins 
the palace, are carp as lai^e and as tame as the Prince of 
Condc's, The landlord of the inn at Fountainbleau thinks 
that royal palaces should not be seen for nothing; 
made mo pay 10 liv, for a dinner, which would have O 
me not more than haK the money at the star and garterj 
Richmond. Keaeh Meulan.' — 34 miles. 

The 15th. Cross, for a considerable distance, the roy^ 
oak forest of ~6enar.' — ^About Monlgeron/ all open fields, 
which produce com and partridges to'eat it, for the num- 
ber is enormous. There is on an average a covey of birds 
on every two acres, besides favourite spots, where they 
abound much more. Afr-St. George ' the Seine is a much 
more beautiful river than the Loire. Enter PaHs-'oSce 
more, with the same observation I made before, that the re" 
is not one-tenth of the motion on the roads around it t' 
there is around London. To the hotel de la Eochef4 
cauld. — 20 miles. 

The 16th. Accompanied the count de la Rochefoucad 
to Liancourt, — 38 miles. J 

I went thither on a visit for three or four days ; hat^ 
whole family contributed so generally to render tbo pla 
in every respect agreeable, that I staid more tlian 1' 
weeks. At about half a mile from the chateau i 
of hill that was chiefly a neglected waste : the dnke of 
Liancourt has lately converted this into a plantation, wi th 
winding walks, benchoa, and covered seats, in the Snglj^^ 

' Mulun (Seine and Uarne). 
Momgeron (Saino and Oise). 
ViUaaeave St. Georges (Seine and Oise). 
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Btjle of gardening. The situation is very fortunate. These 
ornamented paths follow the edge of the declivity to the 
extent of three or four miles. The views they command 
are every where pleasing, and in some places great. Nearer 
to the chateau the dutchess of Liancourt baa built a 
menagerie and dairy in a pleasing taste. The cabinet and 
anti-room are very pretty; the saloon elegant, and the 
diary entirely constructed of marble. /"At a village near' ' 
Jiancourt, the dnte has establifihodV manufacture oE 
linen and stufEs mixed with thread and cotton, which 
promises to be of considerable utility ; there are 25 looms 
employed, and preparations making for more. As the 
Bpinniag for these looms is also established, it gives em- \_ 
ployment to great numbers of hands who were idle, for 
they have no sort of manufacture in the country though it 
is populous. Such efforts merit great praiseO Connected i 
with this is the execution of an excellent plan of the duke's 
for establishing habits of industry in the rising generation. 
The daughters of the poor people are received into an in- ■ , 
atitntion to te educated to useful industry : they are in- ' 
Btmcted in their religion, taught to write and read, and to 
spin cotton ; are kept till marriageable, and then a regu- 
lated proportion of their earnings given them as a marriage 
portion. There is another establishment of which I am -^ 
not so good a judge; it is for training the orphans o f 
a oldiara tobe Boldiers themselv es. The duke of Liancourt 
has raised some considerable buildings for their accommo- 
dation well adapted to the purpose. The whole is under 
the superin tendance of a worthy and intelligent officer. 
Mors, le Boux, captain of dragoons, and croix de St. Louis, 
who sees to every thing himself. There are at present 120 
boys, all dressed in uniform. — My ideas have all taken a 
tarn which I am too old to change : I should have been 
better pleased to see 120 lads educated to the plough, in 
habits of culture superior to the present ; but certainly the 
establishment is humane, and the conduct of it excellent.' 

^^ French traveller, Vaysae d« VillierB, -visitire Liancoort in 1816, 
gives a deligbtful picture of tbe progress eifeutod bj this true biunsni- 
lariftn; numerous iaduBCries established, and agricnlluro furthered by 

Ite iBtroduclion of hemp, flax, colia, iho hop, tbe vi ' " ' 

^^^'"1 hithtrto unknown in these regioas. 
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^ The ideas I Iiad formed, before I came to France, of a 
eoimtry residence in that kingdom, I found at Liancourt to 
be far from correct. I expected to find it a mere transfer 
of Paris to the country, and that all the burthensome forms 
of a city were preserved, without its pleasures ; but I was 
deceived ; the mode of living, and the pursuits, approach 
much nearer to the habits of a great noblemaji's house in 
England, than would commonly be conceived. A break- 
fast of tea for those that chose to repair to it ; riding, 
sporting, planting, gardening, till dinner, and that not tQt 
half after two o'clock, instead of their old fashioned hour 
of twelve ; music, chess, and the other common amuse- 
ments of a rendezvouz-room, with an escellent library Of 
seven or eight thousand volumes, were well calculated to 
make the time pass a^eeably ; and to prove that there is 
a great approximation in the modes of living at present in 
the different countries of Europe. Amusements, in truth, 
ought to be numerous within doors ; for, in such a climate, 
none are to be depended on without : the ^;ain. that has 
fallen here is hardly credible. I have, for five-aud- twenty 
years past, rema,rked in England, that I never was pre- 
vented by rain from taking a walk every day without 
going out while it a<:tually rains ; it may fall hcarily for 
many hours ; but a jjeraon who watches an opportunity 
gets a walk or a ride. Since I have been at Liancourt, 
we have had three days in succession of such incessantly 
heavy ratn, that I could not go an hundred yards from the 
house to the duke's pavilion, without danger of being quite 
wet. For ten days more rain fell here, I am confident, had 
there been a guage to measure it, than ever fell in England 
in thirty. The present fashion in France, of passing some 
time in the country is new ; at this time of the year, and 
for many weeks i>ast, Paris is, comparatively speaking, 
empty. Every body that have country-seata are at them ; 
and those who have none visit others who have. This re- 
markable resolution in the French manners is certainly 
one of the best customs they have taken from England; 
and its introduction was effected the easier, being aasiaUid 
by the magic of Rousseau's writings. Mankind are much 
indebted to that splendid genius, who, when Uriug, waa 
hunted from country to country, to seek a ' ""■■ 
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a,s much venom as if he bad been a raad dog ; thanka to 
thp vile spirit of bigotry, which has not jet received its 
death's wound. Women oE the first fashion in Prance are 
now ashamed of not nursing their own children ; and stajs 
are uniTersally proscribed from the bodies of the poor i 
fants, which were for so nkany ages tortured in them, &s 
they are still in Spain. The country residence may not 
have effects equally obvious ; but they will be no lei 
in the end, and in all respects beneficial to every e 
the state. 

The duke of Iiiancourt being president of the provipcial - 
a^emW^ of the election of Cle 
a^WEere in business, asked m 
&a he said there were to bo i 
present. These assemblies, which had been proposed many 
years past by the Prench patriots, and especially by the 
marquis de Mirabeau,' the celebrated Vami deg hommes j 
whidi had been treated by M. Necker, and which were 
■viewed with eyes of jealousy by certain persona who wished 
for no better government than one whose abuses were the 
chief foundation of their fortunes ; these aasembhes were 
to me interesting to see, I accepted the invitation with 
pleasure. Three considerable farmers, renters, not pro- 
prietors of land, were members, and present. ' I watched 
their carriage narrowly, to see their behaviour i 
presence of a great lord of the first rank, considerable pro- 
perty, and high in royal favour ; and it was with pleasure 
that I found them behaving with becoming ease and fi 
dom, and though modest, and without anything like fi ^ 
paney, yet without any obsequioUBnesa ofEenaive to English 
ideas. They started their opinions freely, and adhered to 
them with becoming confidence." A more singular spec- 
tacle, was to see two ladies present at a dinner of this sort, 
with five or sis and twenty gentlemen ; such a thing could 
not happen in England. To say that the French ma nner a 

' Clermont de I'Oigfl (Oise). 

' Fatherand persecutur of tbe great tribanp. His famouB piunpblet 
" L'Ami Am Homines," was followed by tlie " Th&rie de I'ImpGt," which 
consigned its aulhor to the Butille. " L'Ami deshommes etie tyrau de 
ta famillc," is the historic yerdict passed on the father of MiraWu.- 
n. Martin, vol. xii., p. IBO. 
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in tikis respect, are better than our own, is tlie assertion of 
an obTioua truth. If the ladies a.re not present at meetings 
where the cojiTCrsation has the greatest probability of 
turning on subjects of more importance than the frivolous 
topics of common discourse, the aei must either remain on 
one hand iu ignorance, or, on the other, filled with the 
foppery of over education, learned, affected, and forbidding. 
The conversation of men, not engaged in trifling purauil 
is the beat school for the education of a woman. 
!^ . The political conversa ti o n of everv comDanv I have 

- ' has turned mucli more on'iho affairs o£ Holland than 
those of France. The preparations going on for a war with 
England, are in the months of all the world ; but the 

, Ranees of France are in such a state of derangement, that 
the people beat informed assert a war to be impossible ; 
the marquis of Verac, the late French ambassador at the 
Hague, who was sent thither, as the English politicians 
aasert, eipreasly to bring about a revolution in the govern- 
ment, has been at Liancourt three days. It may easily be 
supposed, that he is cautious iu what he says in such a 
mised company ; but it is plain enough, that he is well 
persuaded that that revolution, change, or lessening the 
Stadtholder'a power ; that plan, in a word, whatever it was, 
for which he negotiated in Holland, had for some time been 
matured and ready for execution, almost without a posai- 
bihty of failure, had the count de Vej^ennes consented, 
and not spun out the business by refinement on refine- 
ment, to mate himself the more necessary to the French 
cabinet; and it unites with the idea of some sensible 
Ihitehmen, with whom I have conversed on the subject. 

During my stay at Liancourt, my friend Iiazowalaa^ 
compauied me on a httle excursion of two days to.En^i 
nonville, the celebrated seat of the marquis de GirarSou, 
We passed by Chantilly to Morefountaiu,' the country- 
seat of Mens, de Morefountain, prevoet dee merchwndg of 

j Paris ; the place has been mentioned as decorated in the 
■ I Enghsh style. It consista of two scenes ; one a garden of 

I winding walka, and ornamented with a profusion of temples, 

f benches, grottos, columns, ruins, and I know not what : I 

^ MorterontaiaB (Oise), 
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Lope tlie Frencli who have not been in England do not 
consider thla as the English taste. It ia In fact as remote 
from it as the moat regular stile of the laat age. The water 
view is fine. There is a gaiety and chearfulness in it that 
contrast well with the brown and impleasing hills that sur- 
round it, and which partake of the waste character of the 
worst part of the surrounding country. Much has been 
done here ; and it wants but few additions to be as perfect 
as the ground admits. 

Eeach Ermenouville,' through another part of the prince 
of Conde's forest, which joins the ornamented groirnds of 
the marquis Girardon." This place, after the residence and 
death of the persecuted but immortal Eojjjjjg^ whose i 
tomb every one knows is here, became ao famous as to be 
resorted to very generally. It has been described, and 
plates published of the chief views ; to enter into a parti- 
cular description would therefore be tiresome, I shall only 
make one or two observations, which I do not recollect 
having been touched on by others. It consists of three 
distinct water scenes ; or of two lates and a river. We 
were first shewn that which ia so famous for the small isle 
of poplars, in which reposes all that was mortal of that ex- 
traordinary and inimitable writer. This scene ia aa well 
imagined, and as well executed as could be wished. The 
water ia between forty and fifty acres ; hills rise from it on 
both sides, and it is sufficiently dosed in by tall wood at 
both ends, to render it sequestered. The remains of de- 
parted genius stamp a melancholy idea, from which decora- 
tion would depart too much, and accordingly there is little. 
We viewed the scene in a still evening. The declining sun 
threw a lengthened shade on the lake, and silence seemed 
to repose on its unmf&ed bosom ; as some poet says, I for- 
get who. The worthies to whom the temple of philosophers 
is dedicated, and whose names are marked on the oolumnfl, 
are Nevttoh. Lucem. — Descabtes. Nil in rebus inane. — 
VoLTAiBB, Bidiculum. — Ecus beau, Natitram. — ^And on 
another unfinished column, Quis hoc perficiet? The other 

nville {Oiae}, on the SoisaoDs railway. Kousaeau was in- 
leired here in the lie de Feupliera, but Ma remnina were removed lo 
■ " " am*. 

'iftfrleodof BoussEitti, died Jl 
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lake is larger ; it nearly fills the bottom of the Ta,le, around 
whicli am some rough, rocky, wild, and barren sand hills ; 
either broken or epread with heath ; in some places wooded, 
and in others scattered thinlj with junipers. The charac- 
ter of the scene ia that of wild and undecorated nature, in 
which the hand of art was meant to be concealed as much 
as was consistent with ease of access. The last scene ia 
that of a, river, which is made to wind through a lawn, re- 
ceding from the house, and broken by wood ; the ground 
is not fortunate ; it is too dead a flat, and no where viewed 
to much advantage. 

Prom Ermenonville we went, the morning after, to 
Brasseuse,' the seat of Madame du Pont, sister to the 
dutehess of Liancourt. What was my surprize at finding 
this viacounteas a great farmer ! A French lady, young 
enough to enjoy all the pleasures of Paris, living in the 
country and minding her farm, was an imlooked for 
spectacle. She baa probably more lucerne than any other 
person in Europe— 250 arpenta. She gave me, in a most 
unaffected and agreeable maimer, both lucerne and dairy 
intelligence; but of that more elsewhere, ^gturned to 
Liancourt by Pont,' where there is a handsome bndge, "of 
three arches, the constioiction uncommon, each pier con.' 
sistiug of four pillars, with a. towing-path under one of the 
arches for the barge-horsea, the river being navigable. 

Amongst the morning amusements I partook at Lian- 
court was ^j^liOBSS, In deer shooting, the sportamen placo 
themselves at distances around a wood, then beat it, and 
seldom more than one in a company gets a shot ; it is more 
tedious than is easily conceived ; like angling, incessant 
eipectetion, and perpetual disappointment. Partridge and 
bare shooting are almost as different from thj,tj)f England. 
We took this diversion in the fine vale of Catuoir,'"3ve or 
six miles from Liancourt ; arrangii^ ourselves itf a file at 
about thirty yards from person to person, and each with a 
servant and a loaded gun, ready to present when his master 
fires : thus we marched across and cross the vale, treading 
up the game. Four or five bmce of hares, and twenty 

' (Oiae.) " PontSl. MuiiencefOiae 
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brace of partridgeB were the epoils of the day, I lifee this 
mode of shootiag but little better than waiting for deer. 
The best circmuatance to ine of eierciae in company (it w 
not ao once) la the feativity of the dinner at the close of 
the day. To enjoy this, it mnst not be pushed to great 
fatigue. Good spirita, after violent esereiae, are always the 
affectation of silly young folks (I remember being that 
sort of fool myself, when I was joiing), but with Bomething 
more than moderate, tie etbilaration of body is in unison 
with the flow of temper, and agreeable company ia then 
delicious. On such days as these we were too late for the 
regular dinner, and had one by ourselves, with no otter 
dressing than tlie refreshment of clean linen ; and these 
were not the repasts when the dutcbeaa'a champaigne had 
the worst flavour. Aman ip not worth TinngiiijT thui. tlima 
not dri nk a littl g_tg o much on^ ]jjilioccaaioasi_wttiia prenez- 
y-garde : repeat it often ; and make it a mere dnnking 
party, the lustre of the pleasure fades, and you become 
what wot on English fox-hunter. One day while we were 
thas dining a 2Mn<rZais, and drinldog the plough, the chace, 
ajid i know not what, the dutchess of Liancourt and aome 
of her ladies came in sport to aee us. It was a moment 
for them to have betrayed ill-nature in the contempt of 
manners not French, which they might have endeavoured 
to conceal under a laugh : — but nothing of this ; it was a 
good humoiired curiosity; a natural inclination to see 
others pleased and in spirita. lU <mt eU de grande chasa&a/ra 
aujourkhid, said one. Oh! Us t'applaudUgent de hura 
ea^loites. Do they drink the gun P said another. Leura 
maitretaea certainement, added a third. Taime a lea voir en 
ga%M4i il y a. quelque chose d'aitnable dans tout eeci."To V. 
note such trifles may seem superfluous to many : but what 
i a life whe n trifles are withdrawn? and they iMai:^"tS g 
temiper'W'a'patJon better than "bjcff.B nf impnrfji.nPB ~Tri 
the moments of conneil, vietoiy; flight, or death, mankind, 
I suppose, are nearly the same. Trifles discriminate better, 
and the number ia infinite that gives me an opinion of the 
good temper of the French. I am fond neither of a man 
nor a recital that can appear only on stilts and dressed in 
holifey geers. It is every-day feelings tbat decide the 
^' ' " ; and he who values them the moHt 
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pl&ya the best for the stake of happmeaa' But it is time 
to quit Liancourt, which I do with regret. Take leave of 
the good old dutcheas, whose hospitality and kindness 
ought long to ho reniembered, — 51 miles. 

The 9th, 10th, and 11th. Return bj- Beauvais.' and 
Pontoiae^ and enter Paris for the fourth time, conErmed in 
the idea that the roads immediatelj leading to that capital 
_ are deserts, comparatively speaking, with those of London. 

(jtl \By what^ineana can the connnection be carried on with the 
country?) The French must be the most stationary people 
upon earth, when in a place they must rest without a 
thought of going to another. Or the English must be the 
most restless ; and find more pleasure in moving from one 
place to another, than in resting to enjoy life iu either. H 
the French nobility went to their country seats only when 
exiled there by the court, the roada could not be more soli- 
tary. — 25 miles. 

The 12th. My intention was to take lodgings ; but 
on arriving at the hotel de la Eochefoucauld, I found that 
my hospitable dutchess was the same person at the capital 
as in the country ; she had ordered an apartment to be 
ready for me. It grows so late in the season, that I shall 
make no other stay in this capital than what will be neces- 
sary for view ir n public, bnildings ' 1'hia will unite well 
Enough with delivering some letters I brought to a few 
men of science ; and it will leave me the evenings for the 
theatres, of which there are many in Paris, la throwing 
on paper a rapid coup ^tml, of what I see of a city, ao 
well known in England, I shall be apt to delineate my own 
ideas and feelings, perhaps more than the objects them- 
selves ; and be it remembered, that I profess to dedicate 
t his careless jtigeri''' ? ^o t rifl es. muctTmnre thaiT T/) ptij^j 
■ tliat ar e oTreaTcon sequence. From the tower of the cathe- 
/ Jrairthe view ot Finna'complete. It is a vast city, even 
/ to the eye that has seen London from St. Paul's ; being 
circular, gives an advantage to Paris ; but a much greater 
ia the atmosphere. It is now so clear, that one would sup- 
pose it the height of summer ; the clouds of ooal-suoke 
that envelope London, always prevent a distinct view of 

' (Oi».) 
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that capital, but I take it to te one-third at least lai^r 
than Paris. Tbe buildinga of tho parliament-IiouBe ' areji 
disfigured bj a gilt and taudry gat«, and a French roof.' 
The hotel dea Monoies is a fine building ; and tbe facade of 
the Louvre one of the most elegant in the world, because 
they have (to the eye) no roofs ; in proportion as a roof is 
Been a building sulferB. I do not recoUect one edifice of 
diBtinguiflhed beauty {unless with domes) in which the 
roof is not so flat as to be bidden, or nearly so, What 
eyes then must the French architects Lave had, to have 
loaded so many buildings with coverings of a height de- 
structire of all beauty F Put such a roof as we see on the 
parliament-house or on the ThuUleries, upon the facade of 
the Louvre, and where would its beauty be ? — At night to 
the opera," which I thought a good theatre, till they told 
me it was built in six weeks ; and then it became good for 
nothing in my ejea, for I suppose it will be tumbling down 
in six years. Diirability is ope. of the essentials ofbuild- 
ing; what pleasure would a beautiful front of paioTed 
pSIteboard give ? The Alceate of Gluck was performed ; 
^lat part by Mademoiselle St. Hubert!, their first singer, 
an excellent actress. As to scenes, dresses, decora- 
tioiis, dancing, &c. this theatre beats the Haymarket to 
nothing. 

The 13th. Across Paris to the rue des blanes Manteaux, 
to Mons. Broussonet, secretary of tbe Society of Agricul- 
ture J he ia in Burgundy. Called on Mr. Cook from Lon- 
don, who is at Paris with his drill-plough,' waiting for 
weather to shew its performance to the duke of Orleans ; 

* The Palais de Justice, made over (o the Forllament of Puis by 
Charlea VII. Very littte remains of tlie origind bailding, wbich was 
almost as anoiant aa tho Palftis de ThermeB. See Lulanno's " Diction- 
n»ire biatorique de la Trance." 

' The opera-house having been burnt in 1781, Itie Theatre de la Forte 
Bt. Martin for a time used io its atead, was planned and built in aevency- 
five days. It was completely destroyed by fire during Che Communs 
(IBTt), and has been smce rebuilt.— Lai anne. 

PyAt ihia time the ioipivtement of the plough occupied the attention 
oiall inlereEttpd in agricultnre. In spite of many ImproTemenls, the 
old iyslcm remained in vogue throughout the greater part of England, 
(be plough being very heavy, twn-wheeted and requiring four borsefl, S 
-' '' wtdadrirerl The wngte-wheeled driil-pluugh was an Im- 
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this ia a French idea, improving rrance by driiliiig. '' A 
man should learn to walk before he Icama to dance. There 
is agility in cutting capers, Eind it may be done with grace ; 
but where is the necessity to cut them at all.* Tliere has 
been much rain to day ; and it ia almost incredible to a 
person used to Ijondon, how dirty the streets of Paria are, 
and how horribly inconTCnient and dangerous walking ia 
without a foot-pavement. We had a large party at dinner, 
with politicians among them, and some inteEesting conver- 
sation on the present state of France.^^T'he feeling of 
every body seems to be that the archbishop ' will not be 
able to do any tiling towards exonerating the state from 
the burthen of its present situation ; some think that he 
baa not the inclination ; others that he has not the courage ; 
others that he has not the ability. By^some he i» thought 
to be attentive .only to bis own interest ; and by othcra, 
that the finances are too much deranged to be within the 
power of any system to recover, abort of the statea-generaT 

^ of the kingdom ; and that it is imposaible for auch^ am 
aaaembly to meet without a revolution in the govern ment 
enauing. All seem to think that aomething gslrftordlnary 
will happen ; and a bankruptcy is an idea not at all.mt 
eOmmon. But who ia there that will have the couj&ge to 
make it ? 

The 14th. To the benedictine abbey of St. Germain, to 
see pillars of Africam marble, &c. It ia the richest abbey 
in France : the abbot has 300,000 hv. a year (13,1251.) I 
lose my patience at auch revenues being thus bestowed ; 
,«onsiatent with the apirit of the tenth century, but not 

Jiwith that of the eighteenth. ' What anoble farm wouldtbe 

^ fourth of this income eatablisTi ! what tiimipa, what^ab- 
Bagea, what potatoes, what clover, what sheen, what wool ! 
■^-Are not these things better than a fat eccleaiastic ?_ If 
air active English farmer was mounted behind this abbot, 
I think bo would do more good to France with half the in- 
come than half the abbota of the kingdom with the whole 
of theira. 'Pass the baatilej another pleasant objec t to 

■ make agreealSlfe emotions vibrato in a man's Ijoaom . T 
search for good farmers, and run my head at' every turn 
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against monks and state prisoners. — To the arsenal, to 
wait on Mons. Lavoisier,' the celebrated chemist, whose 
theory of the non-existence of phlogiston, has made as 
much noise in the chemical world as that of Stahl, which 
established its existence. Dr. Priestly had given me a 
letter of introduction. I mentioned in the course of con- 
versation his laboratory, and he appointed Tuesday. By 
the Boulevards, to the Place Lonia XVJ' which is not pro- 
perly a square, but a very noble entrance to a great city. 
The facades of the two buildings erected are highly finished. 
The union of the Place Louis XV. with the champs Elisi5es, 
the gardens of the ThuUleries and the Seine is open, airy, 
elegant, and superb; and is the moat agreeable and best 
built part of Paris ; here one can be clean and breathe 
freely. But by far the finest thing I have jet seen at Paris 
is the Halle aux blede, or corn market : it is a vastrgtmida.; 
the roof entirely of wood, upon'S'SSW pflnelple 6Fcaipentry, 
to describe which would demand plates and long esplana- 
tions; the gallery is 150 yards round, consequenfly the 
diameter is as many feet : it is as light as if suspended by 
the fairies. In the ground area, wheat, pease, beans, len- 
tdlfl, are stored and sold. In the surrounding divisions, 
flonr on wooden stands. You pass by stair-cases doubly 
winding within each other to spacious apartments for rye, 
barley, oats, &c. The whole is so well planned, and so 
admirably eieeuted, that I know of no public building that 
exceeds it in either France or England. And if an appro- 
priation of the parts to the conveniences wanted, and an 
adaptation of every circumstance to the end required, in 
union with that elegance which is consistent with use, and 
that magnificence which results from stability and duration 
are the criteria of public edificefl , I know nothing that 
equals itT— it has but one faulij and that is situation; it 
/should have been uponThe banks of the river, for the con-^ 
Vjenience of unloading baizes without land carriage. In 
' lAToisier. gniilotined ia 1794, fell a victim to the pro«ription of the 
" fermiers-gSnfirauK," or colleolors of the revenue, to which liated body 
he bad belong^ in 1769. His wife, duughter of a " fQiTaicr-gfa^ral, 
escaped the faie of her husbaud, nnd married Count Romford in 1805, 
from whom she was shortly aflorwarda sopBrated. She aided Lovoiaier 
il^hw aiperimenta and published his "M^moirea de Chi ' " 
• ••«._ p[^pg ^ I J Concorde. 



I 



[0^ 






tbe evoning, to the Comedie ItaUenne,^ tlio edifice fine ; and. 
the whole quarter regular and new built, a private specu- 
lation of the duke de Choisaul, whose family has a box en- 
tailed for ever. — L'Aimant jaloux. Here is a young aingej^ 
Mademoiselle Beoard, -with so sweet a voice, that if she si 
Italian, and had been taught in Italy, would have mac 
delicious performer. 

To the tomb of Cardinal de Eichlieu,' which is a noMa 
production of genius : by far tho finest statue I have seen. 
Nothing can be wished more easy and graceful than the 
attitude of the cardinal, nor more expreBsivo nature than 
tho figure of weeping science. Dine with my friend at the 
Falaia Eoyale, at a coffee-house; well dressed people; 
I every thing clean, good, and well served : but here, as 
every where else, you pay a good price for good things ; we 
ought never to forget tl^t a low price for bad things is not 
cheapness. In the evening to I'Ecole deg PereB, at the Oome- 
die Franeaise, a crying larnnoyatd thing. This theatre, 
the principal one at Paris, is a fine building, with a magni- 
' ficent portico. After the circidar theatres of France, how 
con any one relish our ill contrived oblong holes of London ? 

The 16th. To Mons. Lavoisier, by appointment 
Madame Lavoisier, a, lively, sensible, scientific lady, had 
prepared a dejetine Anglois of tea and coffee, but her con- 
versafion on Mr. Barwau's Essay on Phlogiston,* which she 
is translating from the ^English, and on other subjects, 
which a woman of understanding, that works with her 
husband in his laboratory, knows bow to adorn, was the 
best repast. That apartment, tho operations of which 

' The privili>ge of holding an op^s comjqne in Paris was first accorded 
in 1647, and this opera was afterwariis lunBlgatnited with tbe Comedie 
Ilalienne, under which title I/iuis XVI. granted state patronage to Uie 
company. When Arthur Young wrote, representations were girea in > 
baQdingoccDpjing the site of tho Op^ia Comique, recently destroyed by 
fire. The Com^e Fraii9aise mentioned above, was inalBlled in (he 
building erected in 1762, and burnt down in 1799, afterwards recoa- 
struated, and now known as the Od^n. By (be Th^Atre Fran^ais alluded 
\a fiuther un, is evidently meant the above company. — Lalanne. 

' This mmterpiece of Girardon, hidden during the lievolution, is re- 
placed in the church of the Sorbonne. The ^leuTcuiei, or weeping 
figures are portraits of the cardinal's nieces. 

' Richard Kirwan, 1734-IS12, author of many scientific aad philo* 
Bophiual works. 
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have been rendered so interesting to the philosophical 
world, I had pleasure in viewing. In the apparatus for' ,' 
serial experiments, nothing makes so great a figure as the ^^ 
machine for burning inflammable and vital air, to make, ^^'^ 
or deposit water ; it is a splendid machine. Three vessels I 
are held in suspension with indexes for marking the im- I 
mediate variations of their weights ; two that are as lai^e / 
as half hogsheads, contain the one inflammable, the other / 
the vital air, and a tube of communication passes to the f 
third, where the two airs unite and bum ; by contrivances, I 
too complex to describe without plates, tJie loss of weight \ 
of the two airs, as indicated by their respective balances, 
equal at every moment to the gain in the third vessel from 
the formation or deposition of the water, it not being yet 
ascertained whether the water be actually made or de- 
posited. If accurate (of which I must confess I have 
little conception), it is a noble machine. Mons. Lavoisier, 
when the structure of it was commended, said, Mai& oiii 
monsieur, & meme par un artiste Francois ! with an accent 
of voice that admitted their general inferiority to ours. It 
is well known that we have a considerable exportation of 
mathematical and other curious instruments to every part 
of Europe, and to France amongst the rest. Nor is this 
new, for the apparatus with which the French academicians 
measured a degree in the polar circle was made by Mr. 
George Graham.^ Another engine Mons. Lavoisier shewed 
us was an electrical apparatus inclosed in a balloon, for 
trying elei^rical experiments in any sort of air. His pond 
of . guickswer is considerable, containing 2501b. and his 
water~apparatus very great, but his furnaces did not seem 
so well calculated for the higher degrees of heat as some 
others I have seen. I was glad to find this gentleman 
splendidly lodged, and with every appearance of a man of 
considerable fortune. This ever gives one pleasure: t he ^ 
employTnents of a Statecan never be in better hands th an 
o f men who thus apply the super fl uity of th eir wealth. 
Tro m the use that is generally made of money, one would 
th&l^ it the assistance of all otners of the least consequence 
in affecting any business truly useful to mankind, many of 

1 Whitehurst's " Formation of the Earth," 2nd edit. p. 6.— Author's 
note. 
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the great diecoveriea that have enlarged the horizon *of 
Bcienoe having been in this respect the result of moana 
aeemingly inadequate to the end ; the energic exertions of 
ardent minds, bursting from obscurity, and breaking the 
bands inflicted by poverty, perhaps by distress. To the 
hotel deg invalids, the major of which eatabhshment had 
the goodnesa to shew the whole of it. In the evening to 
Mona. Lomond,' a very ingenious and inventive mechanic, 
who has made an improvement of the jenny for apinnii^ 
cmtton. Common machines are said to make too hard a 
thread for certain fabrics, but this forma it loose and 
spongy. In electricity he has made a remarkable dis- 
covery : you write two or three worda on a paper ; he 
takes it with him into a room, and turns a machine inclosed 
in a cylindrical case, at the top of which is an electrometer, 
a small fine pith ball ; a wire connects with a similar 
cylinder and electrometer in a distant apartment ; and his 
wife, by remarking the corresponding motions of the ball, 
writes down the worda they indicate : from which it appears 
that he has formed an alphabet of motions. Aa the length 
rire makes no difference in the effect, a corres- 
-i might be carried on at any distance : within and 
a besieged town, for instance ; or for a purpose 
more worthy, and a thousand times more harmless, 
two lovers prohibited or prevented from any 
better connection. Whatever the use may be, the in- 
vention is beautiful. Mona. Iiomond has many other 
curious machines, all the entire work of his own bands : 
mechanical invention seems to be in him a natural pro- 
pensity. In the evening to the Oomedie Francaiee. 
did the Boumi BienfaisoMt, and it is not easy for acting-,tfi 
be carried to greater perfection. 

The 17th. To Mons. I'Abbe Messier," astronomer rojs 
and of the Academy of Sciences. View the exhibition, aJ* 
the Louvre, of the Academy's paintings. For one history 
piece in our eahibitions at London here are ten ; abundantly 
more than to balance the difference between an annual and 
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biennial exhibition. Dined to-day with a party, whose 
conversation was entirely political. Mons. de Calonne'a ' 
jReqvMe au Boi ie come over, and all the world are readin^ 
and diaputing on it. It seems, however, generally agreed 
that, without exonerating himself from the charge of the 
agiotage, he has thrown no inconsiderable load on the 
ahonlders of the archbishop of TouLonze, the present 
premier, who will be puzzled to get rid of the attack. But 
both these ministers were condemned on all ha,nda in th 
lump ; as being absolutely unequal to the difficulties of s 
arduous a period. One opinion pervaded the whole com 
pany, that they are onTffi'e eve of some great revolution i. 
the government: that everything points to it: the con- 
■^wion in the finances great ; with a deficit impossible to 
provide for without the state a -general of Uie kingdom, yef 
fiD ideas formed of what would bo the coisequenue of their 
ineeiting: no minister existing, or to be looked to iu or out 
6f""poTver, with such decisive talents as to promise any 
Other remedy than palbative ones r a prince on the throne, 
■with excellent dispositions, but without the resources oTa 
mind that could govern in such a moment without minia- 
terstfa court buried in pleasure and dissipation; and 
adding to the distress, instead of endeavouring to be placed 
in a more independent situation : p great ferment amongst 
all ranks of men, who are eager for some change, without 
knowing what to look to, or to hope for : and a strong 
leaven of liberty, increaising every hour since the American 
revolution ; altogether form a combination of eircum- 
stances that promise e'er long to ferment into motion, if 

' It wBB the falB of Lonia XVI. to have the worst niinistere as well 
ns the best; aftei' Turgot and Maloaherhea,, C&lonna anil I/imt^nio de 
Brienne, Arcbbishop of Toulouse. Culled to a, task fur whkh Sully or 
lUulielicu must have proved inadequBte, Calonne pUj-od with the for- 
tune!! of France as a desperate gamester, donblinB the stakes in the face 
of ruin. During the spnoe of a few years the loans had reached the 
fignre of 1,SG0 millions, and the annual deficit of the budget, 115 mill- 
liona. This revelation resulted in hia fall. In 1789 !ie became the agent 
of the emigrant nobles at Turin. His succeasor Lom^nie de Brienne, 
Jlrcbbishcpof Toulouse, afterwards of bena,hBd,inthe words of Mignct, 
only hopclesB courses before him, and ooald decide upon none. The 
qneen'a lavoitr followed him into exile, and he receiied a, cacdinal'a hal, 
bat went over to the popular aide when rovolnlion seemed the winning 
giime. He coDimJEtcd suicide in 1TS4. — Mignel, vol. i.,U. Martin, rol.zvi. 
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some master hand, of very superior talents, and inflexibl 
courage, is not found at the helm to guide eventa, instead 
of being driTen by them. It is very remarkable, that such 
conversation never occurs, but a bankruptgyia a topic ; the 
curious question on which is, wovtd'aUanmvptey occaaion a 
civil war, andatotalovertkroKof the government? Theaaswers 
that I have received to this question, appear to be just ; 
such a measure, conducted by a man of abilities, vigour, 
and firmness, would certainly not occasion either one or 
■ the other. But the same measure, attempted by a man of 
, a different character, might possibly do both. AH agree, 
I that the states of the kingdom cannot assemble without 
more liberty being the consequence ; but I meet with so 
few men that have any just ideas of freedom, that I qwea- 
tion much the species of this new liberty that is to arise. 
They know not how to value the privileges of the people : 
as to the nobility and the clergy, if a revolution added any 
thing to their scale, I think it would do more mischief 
than good.' 

The 18th. To the Gobelins, which is undoubtedly the 
first manufacture of tapestry in the world, and such an one 
as could be supported only by a crowned head. In the 
evening to that incomparable comedy Na Metromanie, of 
Pyron, and well acted. The more I see of it the more I 
like the French theatre ; and have no doubt in preferring 
it far to our own. Writers, actors, buildings, scenes, de- 
corations, music, dancing, take the whole in a mass, and it 
is unrivalled by London. We have certainly a few bril- 
liants of the first water ; but throw all in the scales, and 
that of England kicks the beam. I write this passage 
with a lighter heart than I should do were it giving the 
palm to the French plough. 

The 19th. To Charenton, near Paris, to see VHcoh 
Tet&tiimire,' and the farm of the Boyal Society, of Agricol- 

' In tnnacribing tbese papora for the press, 1 aroile at some remarki 
and cireumBtBncea which cvenls have since placeil in a singular posil ion ; 
bul I alter nune of these passages ; the; explain what were the opinioni 
in France, befuro the revolution, on topics of importance ; and the events 
whteli have ainoi taken place render them tlie more interesting. June, 
n^O.—AvthoT'a Hole. 

' Thi* veterinary school still exiaU. 
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ture. Mons. Chalwrt.' the direct^ur-genoral, received us jf" 
■with tlie most attentive politencBS. MotiB. Flandrein, his py 
aesislaiit, and son-in-Iav, I had had the pleasure of know- i 
ing in Suftolt. They shewed the whole veterinary esta- 
blishment, and it does honour to the government of Prance. 
It was formed in 1766 : in 1783 a farm wae anoexed to it, 
and four other profesaorshipa established ; two for rurai 
ceconomy, one for anatomy, and another for chemistry. — 
I was informed that Mons. d'Aubenton, who is at the head 
of this farm with a salary of 6000 liv, a year, reads lectures 
of rural (economy, particularly on aheep, and that a flock 
was for that purpose kept in exhibition. There is a spacious 
and convenient apartment for dissecting horses and other 
a.n i>""lB ; a large cabinet, where the moat interesting peirtB 
of all domestic animals are preserved in spirits ; and also 
of such parts of their bodies that mark the visible effect of 
distempers. This is very rich. This, with a similar one 
near Lyons, is kept up (eiclusive of the addition of 1783), 
at the moderate expenoe, as appears by the writings of M. 
Necker, of about 60,000 liv. (26001.) Whence, as in many^ 
other instances, it appears that the most useful things cost 
the least. There are at present about one hundred el^vea 
from different parts of the kingdom, as well as from every 
country in Europe, except England • a strange exception, 
considering how grossly ignorant our farriers are ; and that 
the whole expence of supporting a young man here does not 
exceed forty louis a-year; nor more than four years neci 
aary for his complete instruction. Aa to the farm, it 
under the conduct of a great naturalist, high in royal ai 
demies of science, and whose name ia celebrated through 
Europe for merit in superior branches of C^liowledge. It 
would argne in me a want of judgment in human nature, 
to expect good practice from such men. They would pro- 
bably think it beneath their pursuits and situation in life 
to be good ploughmen, tumip-hoers, and shepherds; I 
should therefore betray my own ignorance of life, if I was 
to express any surprize at finding this farm in a situation 
that-— I had rather forget than describe. In the evening, 
to a field much more successfully cultivated. Mademoiselle 
SL Huberti, in the Penelope of Picini. 

FhiliberC Cbabert, 1734-laU. 
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The 20th. To the Ecole MUUture,^ establiBhed by 
Louis XV. for the education of 140 youths, the Eona of the 
nobility ; euch establishments are equally ridtculouB and 
unjuet. (I To educate the son of a man who cannot afford 
the' education himself, is a gross injustice, if yon do not 
secure a situation in life answerable to that t!ducation.Olf 
you do secure such a situation, you destroy the result of 
the education, because nothing but merit ought to give 
that security. You educate the children of men, who are 
well able to give the education themselvea, you tax the 
people who cannot afford to educate their children, in order 

[|g ease those who can well afford the burthen ; and in such 
institutioDB, this is sure to be the case. At night to 
I'AmbigK Gomiqtie,' a pretty little theatre, with plenty of 
rubbish on it. Coffee-houses on the boulevards, music, 
noise, and filleg without end ; every thing but scavengers 
and lamps. The mud is a foot deep ; and there are parts 
of the boulevards without a aingle light. 
The 2lBt. Mous. de Broussonet being returned from 
Burgundy, I had the pleasure of passing a couple of hours 
at his lodgings very agreeably. He is a man of uncommon 
activity, and possessed of a great variety of nseful know- 
ledge in every branch of natural history ; and he speaks 
English perfectly well. It ia very rare diat a gentleman is 
seen better qualified for a post tiian Mons, de Broussonet 
for that which he occupies, of secretary to a Koyal 
Society. 

The 22d. To the bridgeof Neuilie,' said to bo the finest 
in France. It is by far the most beautiful one I have any 
where seen. It consists of five vast arches ; flat, from ^' 
Florentine model ; and all of equal span ; a mode of bu]_ 
ing incomparably more elegant, and more striking than a 
system of different sized arches. To the machine at Matj^ 
which ceases to make the least impression. Madame d 
Barry's residence, Lusienne,' is on the hill just above this 
ihe has built a pavilion on the brow of the do- 
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The Etsila Militoire was suppressed by the Kevoliit 

; time the bailding bus beea used as csialr^ bai'rauks. 

Xiilte moBlofthetlieatreB mentioned liere, since burnt and refanl 

Neuilly, tliJB fumnua bridfre was built bj Perronet. 

Luuienne, tbc pavilion of M^udame Dubarry, still s( 
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clivity, for commanding the prospect, fitted up and de- 
corated with much elegance. There is a table formed of 
Seve^ porcelain, exquisitely done. I forget how many 
thousand louis d'ors it cost.] The French, to whom I spokelrVrr**^: 
of Lusienne,' exclaimed against mistresses and extravagance,' ** 
with more violence than reason in my opinion. I Who, in 
common sense, would deny a king the amusement of a mis- w 
tress, provided he did not make a business of his play- Jn 
thing ? Mais Frederic le Ghrand avoit-il une maitresse, lui 
fasoit'il hatir des pavilions, et les meubloU-U de tables de . \ / 
jforcelaine ? No : but he had that which was fifty times - ^ 
worse : a king had better make love to a handsome woman 
than to one of his neighbour's provinces. The king of 
Prussia's mistress cost an hundred millions sterling, and 
the lives of 500,000 men ; and before the reign of that mis- 
tress is over, may yet cost as much more. The greatest 
genius and talents are lighter than a feather, weighed 
philosophically, if rapine, war, and conquest, are the effects 

of thent>... _ 

To( ^t. G-e rmain^g, the terrace of which is very fine. 

Mons.de iiroussonet met me here, and we dined with Mons. 

Breton, at the mar^chal due de Noailles, who has a good 

collection of curious plants. Here is the finest sophora 

japonica ^ I have .seen. — 10 miles. 

The 23d. ^To Trianon^ to view the Queen's Jardin 
Anglois, I haoa'letter to Mons. Eichard, which procured 
admittance. It contains about 100 acres, disposed in the 
taste of what we read of in books of Chinese gardening, 
whence it is supposed the English style was taken. There 
is more of Sir William Chambers ® here than of Mr. Brown * V 
— ^more effort than nature — and more expence than taste. 
It is not easy to conceive any thing that art can introduce 
in a garden that is not here ; woods, rocks, lawns, lakes, 
rivers, islands, cascades, grottos, walks, temples, and even 

^ Sevres (Seine and Oise). The famous porcelain manufactory was 
established by Louis XV. in 1756. 

^ Japanese Japonica. * 

g]feir W. Chamber s (17^64|gg ). an architect of distinction, laid out the 
royal gardens "af^ew, wrote inter alia, ** Dissertation on Chinese 
Gardening." 

* Mr. Brown seems to be Robert Brown of Mickle, contributor to the 
" Edinburgh Farmers' Magazine," 1757-1831. 
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Tillages. There are parte of the design very pretty, i 
well executed. The orJy fault is too mach crouding ; which 
has led to another, that of cutting the lawn by too many 
gravel walks, an error to be seen in almost every garden I 
have met with in France. But the glory of La Pet" 
Trianon is the exotic trees and shrubs. The world I 
been BuccessfuUy rifled to decorate it. Here are curiotll_ 
and beautiful ones to please the eye of ignorance ; and 16- ^ 
exerciBe the memory of science. Of the buildings, the 
temple of love is truly elegant, 

•— Again(to VersailleB, Jk viewing the king's apartment, 
which hettad~not left a quarter of an hour, with those 
shght traita of disorder that shewed he lived in it, it was 
amusing to see the blackguard figures that were walking 
imconfrouled about the palace, and even in his bed-cham- 
ber ;1 men whose rags betrayed them to be in the last stage 
of poverty, and I was the only person that stared and 
wondered how the devil they got there. It ia impossible 
not to like this careleas indifference and freedom from aus- 

Sicion. One loves the master of the house, who would not 
e hurt or offended at seeing his apartment thus occupied, 
if he returned suddenly ; for if there was danger of this, 
the intraaion would be prevented. This is certainly a fea- 
. ture of that ^oo^Jemper which appears to me so visible 
every where tP^^mci^T! desired to see the Queen's apart- 
ments, but I could not. Is her majesty in it ? No. Why 
then not see it as well as the king's P Mafoi, Mont, c'eat 
un autre choie. Bamble through the gardens, and by the 
grand canal, with absolute astonishment at the exaggera- 
tions of writers and travellers. There is magnificence in 
the quarter of the orangerie, but no beauty any where ; 
there are some statues good enough to vriah them under 
cover. The extent and breadth of the canal are nothing to 
the eye ; and it is not in such good repair as a farmer's 
horse-pond. The menagerie is well enough, but nothing 
great. Let those who desire that the buildings and esta- 
blishments of Louis XIV. should continue the impression 
made by the writings of Voltaire, go to the canal of Lan- 
guedoc, and by no means to Versailles.— Eet urn to Paris. 
— 14 miles. 

Tlie 24th. With Mons. de Brouasoujt to the King's 
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cabinet of natural liistoiy and the botanical garden, which 
is in beautiful order. Its richtB are well known, and the 
politeness of Mone. Thouin, which is that of a most amiable 
dispoBition, renders this garden the scene o£ other rational 
pleasures besides those of botany. Dine at the InTalidea, 
with Mods. R^meoJifir,' the celebrated author of many 
cBGonomical works, particularly on the houlangerie of France. 
This gentleman, to a considerable mass of useful know- 
ledge, adds a great deal of that fire and vivacity for which 
his nation hag been distinguished, but which I have not 
recognized so often as I ex]>ected. . m 

The asth. This great city appears to be in many reJjf-^ 
Bpecta the moat ineligible and incouTenient for the reai'^ 
dence of a person of small fortune of any that I have seen ; 
and vastly inferior to London. The streets are very nar- 
row, and many of them erouded, nine tenths dirty, and all 
without foot-pavements. Walking, which in London is bo 
pleasant and so clean, that ladies do it every day, is here a 
toil and a fatigue to a man, and an impossibility to a well 
dressed woman. The coaches are numerous, and, what are 
much worse, there are an infinity of one-horse cabriolets, 
which are driven by young nken of fashion and their imi- 
tators, alike fools, with such rapidity as to be real nuisances, 
and render the streets exceedmgly dangerous, without an 
incessant caution. I saw a poor child run over aud prO' 
bably killed, and have been myself many times blackened 
with the mud of the kennels. This be^arly practice, of 
driving a one-horse booby hutch about the streets of a great 
capital, flows either from poverty or wretched and despic- 
able ceeonomy ; nor is it possible to speak of it with too 
much severity. If young noI>lemen at London were to 
drive their chaises In streets without foot-ways, as their 
brethren do at Paris, they would speedily and justly get 

W Panne Jtier was the aposllo of the potato in France. Tiirgot had 
indeed lu traduced it as «a article of humun food into the Limousin and 
thfl aoDth. Farmeatier was mainlj instrameatal id extending its aie 
thmughoul the entire country. The poor king aided him, and woreaaa 
" butlon-hole," a potato bloasom. This worthy follower of OUfier de 
Serres devoted his vhole life to the solution of two problems, the arrest 
of periodic famines, and the increase of food Eupplies. He also grealty 
furthered the cultivation of maize and improved bread bakingj diad 
1B13.— See H, Muriin, vol. xvi, p. 633. 
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very well threshed, or rolled ia the kenuel. Thia cin 
BtauM renders Paris an ineligible reBideneo for personrf^ 
particol^rly faiailiee that cannot afford to keep a Goach ; ie 
convenienco which is aa dear aa at London. The fiaeret, 
hacfcney-coa/ihea, iire much worse than at that city ; and 
chairs there are none, for they would be driven down in the 
streets. To thia circumstance also it ia owing, that all 
f persons of gg ^or moderate fortune, are forced to dreaa in 
black, with blacR stoclanga ; me dusky hue of tKiTHT^WQ- 
pauy is not so disagreeable a circumstance as being too 
great a distinction ; too clear a line drawn in company be- 
tween a man that has a good fortune, and another that has 
not. With the pride, arrogance, and iU temper of English 
wealth this could not he borne ; but the prevailing good 
humour of the French eases all such untoward circum- 
stances. Lo^gingp are not half so good as at London, yet 
considerably dearer. If you do not hire a whole suite of 
rooms at an hotel, you must probably mount three, four, or 
five pair of stairs, and in general have nothing but a bed- 
chamber. After the horrid fatigue of the streets, such an 
elevation is a delectable circumstance. Ton must search 
with trouble before you will be lodged in a private family, 
aa gentlemen usually are at London, and pay a higher 
price. S grvants wages are about the same as at that city. 
It ia to be f^fet^d that Paris should have these disadvan- 
tages, for in other respects I take it to be a most eligible ^ 
residence for such as prefer a great city. The society for *^| 
pan of letters , or who has any scientific pursuit, cannot b«^| 
exceeded. Tne intercourse between such men and thS'^B 
great, which, if it is not upon an equal footing, ought never 
to exist at all, is respectable. Persons of the highest rank 
pay an attention to ""'fill'"; f?"'1 litfrfl'^"V° and emulate the 
character they confer. I should pity tlie man who expected, 
without other advantages of a very different nature, to '" " 
well received in a biiUi ant circle at London, because he 



a fellow of the Royal Society. But this would not be 
case with a member of the Academy of Sciences at Paris ; 
he is sure of a good reception every where. Perhaps this 
contrast dependa in a great measure on the diffejenceof 
the governments of tba tw(? """p^^H"" Politi cs are" 'iod 
much attended to tn iJngland to aliow a due respect to 
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paid fj) any thing else ; ojid ahould the French eatabliah a . 
freer goyemment, academidans will not be held in such 
eatimatioB, when rivalled in the public esteem by the 
oratora who hold forth liberty and property in a free 
parliament. 

The 28th. Quit Paris, and take the road to Flandei 
Mona. de BrousBonet waa bo obliging as to accompany n 
to/Dugny, to view the farm of Mons. Cret^ de Paljeul. a 
very-intelligetit cultivator. Tate the road to Senlis ; ' at 
^Gitisua^rtm,* I met by aecident a French gentleman, a 
Mods, du Pre du St. Cotin. Hearing me conversing with 
a, farmer on agriculture, he introduced himself as an 
amateur, gave me an account of several experiments he had 
made on his estate in Champagne, luid promised a more 
particular detail ; in which he was as good aa his word. — 
22 mUeB. 

The 29th, ,Paas Nanteul,' where the Prince of Cond^ has 
a. chateau, td Vilies-Coterets,' in the midst of immense 
forests belonging to the duke of Orleans. The crop of this 
country, therefore, is princes of the blood ; that is to say, 
hares, pheasants, deer, boars ! — 26 miles. 

The 30th. Soissons/ seems a poor town, without 
manufactures, and chiefly supported by a corn-trade, 
which goes hence by water to Paris and Bouen. — 25 
miles. 

The 31st. Coucy ' is beautifnlly situated on a hill, with 
a fine vale winding beside it. At St. Qobin,' which is in 
the midst of great woods, I viewed the fabric of plate-glaas 
the greatest in the world. I was in high luck, arriving 
about half an hour before they begun to : 
the day. Pass ia Fere.' Reach St. Quintin,' where s 
couBiderable mauQfacturea that employed me all the after- 
noon. FVom St. Grobin, are the most beautiful alate roofs 
I have any whera-seen. — 30 milea. 

NoTKMEEE 1. Near 'Belle. Angloise" I turned aside half 
a league to view the canal of Picardy, of which I had heard , 



' (OiBC.) ' Damtasartia (Seme and Mofne], 

' Nmnteuil-le-Hnrdoain (Oise), * VillerB-Cotterets (Aiane). 
• SoiBSonsf/iu/.). " Coac J [l/rid.). 

tofaa.). » LaFiK{Ihid.). 

'" EeUengiiflt' {Ibi' 
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much. In pasBing from St. Quintin to Gambmj the 
countiy rises so much, that it was necesHary to cany it in 
a tunnel under ground for a considerable depth, even 
under many vales as well as hills. In one of these Tallies 
there is an opening for visiting it by on arched stair-case, 
on which I descended 134 steps to the canal, and, aa this 
valley is much below the adjacent and other hilla, the 
great depth at which it ia dug, may be conceived. Over 
the door of the descent, is the following inscription : — 
L'ann, 1781. — Mons. le Oomte d'Agay etwni intendant de eette 
province, Mong. Laitrenl de Lionni etani directeur de Vancien 
& lUMveau canal de Pica/rdie, £Mons. de Chamyprme iTtepectew, 
Jotepk II. Emperettr Boi dee Bomainee, apareourm en batteau 
le canal sous terrain depuis cet endroit juaques au puU, No, 
20, le 28, & a iemingnS »a satisfaction cC avoir m* cet tmvrage e% 
ces termes: " Je euie fier d'etre hofnme, qwrndjevoisqii'vinde 
mM semMahlee a oae imaginer & estecvkee un (foxrage aueii 
vaste et attssi hwrdie. Gette idea me leve Fame."— These 
three Messieurs lead the dance here in a very French etyl 
The great Joseph follows humbly in their train j and as 
poor Louis XVI. at whose expence the whole was doi 
these gentlemen certainly thought that no name less tl 
that of an emperor ought to be annexed to theirs. When 
inscriptions are fixed topublicworks, nonamesoughttobe 
permitted but those of the king, whose merit patronizes, and 
the engineer or artist whose genius executes the work. As 
to a mob of intendants, directors, and inspectors, let them 
go to the devil ! The canal at this place is ten French 
feet wide and twelve high, hewn entirely out of the chalk 
rock, imbedded, in which are many flints — no masonry. 
There is only a small part finished of ten toisea long for a 
pattern, twenty feet broad and twenty high. FivethouBand 
toises are already done in the manner of that part which I 
viewed; and the whole distance under ground, when the 
tunnel will be complete, is 7020 toises (each six feet) or 
about nine miles. It has already cost 1,2CM),000 liv. 
(52,5001.) and there wants 2,500,000 Hv. (109,3751.) to com- 
plete it ; BO that the total estimate is near fotur millions. 
It is executed by shafts. At present there ia not above 
five or sis inches of wat«r in it, This great work has stood 
itirely since the administration of the archbishop 
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Toulouze.' When wo see such worka stand still for want 
of money, we shall reasonalilj be inelinud to ask, What 
are the services that continue auppheil 'i and to conclude, 
that amongst kings, and ministers, and nations, ceconomy 
is the first virtue : — -without it, geoiua is a meteor; vic- 
tory a sound.; and all courtly splendour a public robhery. 

At ^i^bray^^ view the Tn a yij^ aetiirp.^ These frontier 
towns MT?hniaer8 are built in the olOtylfe, but the streets 
broad, handsome, well paved, and lighted. I need not 
observe, that all are fortified, and that every st«p in this 
country has been rendered famous or infamous according 
to the feelings of the spectator, by many of the bloodiest 
wars that have disgraced and exhausted Christendom. At 
the hotel de Bourbon I waa well lodged, fed, and attended ; 
an excellent inn. — 22 miles. 

The 2d. t£a«aSe«chaino' to TaleHdenne8,-*-^oother old 
town, which, like the rest d!~tfae-fkiuisk ones, manifests 
more the wealth of former than of present times. — 18 

The 3d. To Orchees j ' and the 4th to.Iiiste,' which is 
aurrounded by more windmills for expressing the oil of 
coleseed, than are to be seen any where else I suppose in 
the world. Pass fewer drawbridges and works of fortifica- 
tion here than at Calais ; the great strength of this place 
is in its mines and other »outerg,ine». In the evening to 
the play. ^' 

^n;e_crY here fo r a war with England amazed me^ 
Evfi-y one i Ultea wifli said, it was beyond a doubt the 
English had called the Prussian army into Holland ; and 
that the motives in France for a war were numerous 
and manifest. It is easy enough to discover, that the 
origin of all this violence is the CQgjnercial treaty, which 
is esecrated here, as the most fataT's'trote to l^eif manu- 
factures they ever experienced. These people have the 

^ ThiacanalwBacanipleted bj Napoleon L mlBlD. A pommunication 
was theraby opened between the river Sclieldt sod the extreme eastern 
departmenta of France aud the Atlantic through the rivers Sonmic, 
Seiae and Loire. 

' (Nord.) Famous for ila batisic or cambric, so called after Bap- 
tisle, the inrentor, whose statue adorns the Esplanade. 

'- " — --Mil (Nord). * (Nord.)^ _ 
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true monopolizing ideas; they would iiiTolve four- 
twenty milliuns of people in tbo certain miseries of a, 
rather than see the intereat of those who conBume fabrii 
preferred to the interest of those who make them, 
advantages reaped by four-and-twenty millions of 
Bumers are lighter than a feather compared with the in- 
uonvenienceB sustained by half a million of manufacturers. 
Meet many small carts in the town, drawn each by a dog : 
I was told by the owner of one, what appears to me incre- 
dible, that his dog would draw 7001b. half a league. The 
wheels of these carts are very high, relative to the height 
of the dog, BO that his chest is a good deal below 

The 6th. In leaving lasle, the reparation of a brii 
made me take a roa^t on the banks of the canal, cl( 
imder the works of the citadel. They appear to be 
numerous, and the situation exceedingly advantage 
on a gently rising ground, surrounded by low wat 
mfajlow R. which may with ease be drowned. Pass^T" 
mentie^' a large paved town. Sleep at ^ont. Cassel 
30 "miles. 

The 7th. Cassel is on the summit of the only hill 
Flanders. They are now repairing the bason at Dunkirk, 
so famous in history for an imperiousne-Bs in England, 

s, which she must have paid dearly for, Dunkirk, Glbraltai 
and the statue of Louis XIV. in the Place de Victoire, 
place in the same political class of national arrggam 
Many men are now at work on this bason, and, whi 
finished, it will not contain more than twenty or twent] 
five frigates ; and appears to im unlearned eye, a ridiculoi 
object for the jealousy of a great nation, unless it pi 
fesses to be jealous of privateers. — I made enquiries 0( 

( ceming the import of wool from England, and was 

that it was a very trifling object. I may bero observe, 
that when I left the town, my Httle cloak-bag was examined 
as scrupulously as if I had just left England, with a cargo 
of prohibited goods, and again at a fort two miles of Dun- 
kirk being a free port, the custom-house i ■ ^ ■ • 







' D'armenli^irea or ArmentiereB (Nonl). 
' Ciissel on Ihe Mi>Qt fftssel (Nurd). 
■ {Ncrri.) 
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What are we to think of our woollen manufafiturcrg in Eng- 1 
land, when suing for their wool-bill, of infamous memory,! 
bringing one Thomas Wilkinson from Dunkirk quay, tol 
the bar of the English House of Jjords to ewear that wool! 
passes from Dunkirk without entry, duty, or any thingj 
Deing required, at double custom-houses, for a check oni 
each other, where they examine even a cloak-bag. On suca 
evidence, did our l^alature, in the true ebop-keepina 
spirit, pass an act of fines, paints, and penalties a^inst all 
the wool-growers of England, ■ Walt to JtoBseadaT' near "' 
the town, where Mona. le Brun has an i nprb Verne nt on the 
Dunes, which he very obligingly shewed mo. Between the 
town and that place are a great number of neat little 
bouses, built with each its garden, and one or two fields 
inclosed of most wretched blowing dune sand, naturally as 
white as snow, but improved lyr industry. The magic of ^ 
PBOPEETT turns sand to gold.— AlS miles. 

The 8th. Leave Dunkirk, wliere the Concierge, a_goo4 
inn, as indeed I have found all in Flanders. PaBHi^ravel- 
\^S^ which, to my imleamed eyes, seems the strongest 
pEice I have yet seen, at least the Works above groimd are 
more numerous than at any other. Ditches, ramparts, and 
drawbridges without end. This is a part of the art mili- 
tary I like : it implies defence, and leaving rascality to 
neighbours. If Gengischan or Tamerlane had met with 
such places as Gravelline or Lisle in their way, where would 
their conquests and estirpations of the human race have 
been?— Eeach Calais^ And here ends a journey which 
has given me a gtest deal of pleasure, and more informa- 
tion than I should have espected in a kingdom not so well 
cultivated as our own. It has been the first of my foreign 
travels ; and has with me confirmed the idea, that to know 
our own country well, we must see something of others. 
Nations figure ly compaiison ; and those ought to be 
esteemed the benefactors of the human race, who have most 
es tablis hed pabHc prosperity on the basis of private happi- , 
ness. To aflcertain how far this tas been the case with the 
French, has been one material object of my tour. It is a 
enquiry of great range, and no trifling complexity ; but 
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single excursion is too little to trust to. I must come again 
and again before I venture conclusions. — 25 miles. 

Wait at Desseins three days for a wind (the duke and 
dutchess of Gloucester are in the same inn and situation) 
and for a pacquet. A captain behaved shabbill j : deceived 
me, and was hired by a family that would admit nobody 
but themselves : — I did not ask what nation this family 
ras of. — ^Dover — ^London — Bradfield ; — and have more plea- 
sure in giving my little girl a French doll, than in viewing 
Yersailles, 
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THE long journey I Bad last year taken in France, sug- 
gested a variety of refiectiona on the agriculture, and 
OB the Hourcee and progress of national prosperity in that 
kingdom ; in spite of myself, these ideas fermented in my 
mind j and while I was drawing condtisions relative to the 
political state of that great country, in every circumstaJice 
connected with its husbandry. I found, at each moment 
of my reflection, the importance of making as regular a 
Burvey of the whole as was possible for a travelier to effect. 
Thus instigated, I determined to attempt finishing what I 
had fortunately enough begun. 

July 30. Left Bradfield ; and arrived at Calaiii, — 161 

AuQuaT 5. The next day I took the road to St. Omers.' 
Pass the bridge Saws Fareil, which serves a double pur- 
pose, passing two streams at once ; but ithas been praised 
beyond its merit, and cost more than it was worth. St. 
Omers contains little deserving notice ; and if I could 
direct the legislatures of England and Ireland, should con- 
tain still less : — why are catholics to emigrate in order to 
be ill educated abroad, instead oEbeing allowed institutions 
tBSnronld ednoate them well at homo ? The country is 
sSen to ^dvsntage from St. Bertin's steeple. — 25 miles. 

The 7th. The canal of St. Omers is carried up a hill by 
a series of sluices. To Aire," and LiUiers,' and Bethune,' 
towns well known in military story. — 25 miles. 

The 8th. The country now a champaign, one changes; 
from Bethune to Arras ' an admirable gravel road. At the 
last town there is nothing but the great and rich abbey of 
Var,' which they would not shew me — it was not the right 
day — or some frivolous excuse. The cathedral is nothing. 
— 17i miles. 

' (Pas de Calais.) 
» LiUarB (Pub da Caliiis). 
' Arriti (Pas de Calais). 

* Andent Benedictine abbey of St. Vaaat, now appropriated ti 
biibop's palace, seminary, miueum, and public library. 
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The 9th. ^tM?U^^t-9fPga coming out of the town I met 
at lea.at an hundrea H.Bses, aomo loaded with a bag, others 
a, §ack, but all apparentlj with a trifling burthen, and 
Bwarms of men and women. --ThiBis called a marltet, being 
plentifully supplied; but a great proportion of all the 
labour of a country is idle in the midst of harreBt, to supply 
a, town which in England would be fed by ^ of the people';'. 
' whenever this awarm of triflers buz in a market, I take a 
minute and vicious division of the soil for granted. Here 
my only companion de voyage, the EngUab mare that 
carries me, discloees by her eye a secret not the most 
a^eeable, that she is going rapidly blind. She is moon- 
eyed ; but our fool of a Bury farrier assured mo I waa safe 
for above a twelvemonth. It must be confesaed this is one 
of those agreeable situations which not many will believe 
a man would put himself into. Mafoy ! this is a piece of 
my good luck ;— the journey at best is but a drudgery, that 
otiiers are paid for performing on a good horse, and I pay 
myself for doing it on a blind one ; — I shall feel this in- 
convenience perhaps at the expence of my neck. — 20 
miles. 

The 10th. To Amiens:' Mr. Fox slept here last night, 
and it was amusing to hear the conversation at the table 
d'h6t« ; they wondered that so great a man should not 
travel in a greater style :^I asked what was his style ? 
Monsieur and Madame were in an English post-chaise, and 
the fllle and valet de chambre in a cabriolet, with a French 
courier to have horses ready. What would they have? 
but a style both of comfort and amusement ? A plague on 
a blind marc! — But I have worked through life; and h 

The 11th. By Pois' to Aumale;' enter Normandjfl 
25 miles. 

The 12th. From thence to Tlewcbatei;* by far the fi 
country since Calais. Pass many villas of Rouen i 
chants. — 40 miles. 



' (Somme.) 

' Passed on the railway from liouen 
rieuru). 
^ Aumale, the 
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The 13th. They are right to have country villas^ — to •'F 
get out of this great ugly, stinldiig, close, aad ill built town, 
which ia full of nothing but dirt and industry. What a 
picture of new buildioga does a flourishing manufacturing 
town in England exhibit ! The choir of the cathedral is 
Burrouuded by a most magnificent railing of solid brasa. 
They shew the monument of Eollo, the first duke of Nor- 
mandy, and of his son ; of William Longeword ; also those 
of Kichard Cceur de Lion ; his brother Henry ; the Duko 
of Bedford, regent of France ; of their own King Henry V. ; 
of the Cardinal d'Amboise, minister of Louis XII. The 
altar-piece is an adoration of the shepherds, by Philip of 
Champagne. Kouen ' is dearer than Paris, and therefore it 
is neceasary for the pockets of the people that their bellies 
should be wholesomely pinched. At tbe rtaoie d'hot i^ at ■ 
the hotel potnme du pin we sat down, sixteen, to the fol- 
lowing dinner, a soup, about 3Ib. of boiiilli, one fowl, one 
duct, a email fricassee of chicken, rote of Teal, of about 
21b. and two other small plates with a sallad: the price 
45/ and 20/ more for a pint of wine ; at an ordinary of 
20d. a head in England there would be a piece of meat 
which would, hterally speaking, outweigh this whole din- 
ner ! The ducks were swept clean so quickly, that I moved 
from table without half a dinner. Such table d'hotes are 
among the cheap things of France! Of all sombre aad 
irwie nieetiiiga a French table d'b 6te is foremost; for eight 
minutes a dead silence, anJ"as"'-S" fEe pohteneas of addres- 
sing a conversation to a foreigner, he will look for it in 
Tain. Hot a single word has any where been said to me - 
unless to answer some question: Eouen not singular in 
this. The parliament-house here Is shut up, and its mem- 
bers exiled a month paat to their country seats, because 
they would not register the edict for a new land-tax. I 
enquired much into the common sentiments of the people, 
andj found that the King personally from having been here,'-^ 
ia liore popular than the parliament, to whom they attri- 
bute the general deamesB of every thing. 1 Called on Mons. 

' (Seine Inf^rieare.) A very difTarent impressinn is now niiide on tlie 
trsTollor by the French Majich ester, one of the liandsouiest provinciai 
- - - - I Prance. It is odd that so many-aided an obaerrec Ebould luTS 
i Jtouou witboul a GontGnir of Jeanne d'Aro. 
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d'Ambournay, the author of a. treatise on using madder 
green instead of dried, and bad tlie pleasure of a long con- 
versation with him on various fanning topics, interesting to 
my enquiries. 

The lith. To B^rentin,' through abundance of applf 
\_,*nd peara, and a country better than the husbandry: 
Yvelt ' richer, but miserable management. — 21 mOes. 

The 15th. Country the saine to 3s]^ejK' their incl( 
aures remind me of Ireland, the fenc« is a high broad 

C,pet bank, very well planted with liedgea and oat and 
h trees. All the way from Eouen there is a Hcatt«ring 
of country scats, which I am glad to sec ; farm-houses and 
cottages every where, and the cotton manufacture in all. 
Continues the same tO|Harfleur.* To Havre de Orace^Hha 
approach strongly marWa veiyflourisliing place :-th»-Biils 
are almost covered with little new built villas, and many 
more are building ; some are bo close as to foiTu almost 
streets, and considerable additions are also making to tlie 
town. — 30 miles. 

The 16th. Enquiries are not necessary to find out the 
prosperity of this town; it is nothing equivocal; fuller of 
motion, life, and activity, than any place I have been at in 
France. A house bero, which in L779 let without anyfine 
on a lease of sis years for 240 liv. per annum, waa lately 
let for three years at 600 l iv. which twelve years past was 
to be had at 24 liv, Tha^ gar bo'nr' b > mouth is narrow and 
formed by a mole, but it enlai^s into two oblong basons 
of greater breadth ; these are full of ships, to the number 
of some hundreds, and the quays around are thronged with 
business, all hurry, bustle, and animation. They say a 
fifty gun ship can enter, but I suppose without her guns, 
What is better, they have merchant-men of five and eii 
hundred tons : the state of the harbour has however given 
them much alarm and perpleidty ; if nothing bad been di 
to improve it, the mouth would have been filled up 

' On lie railway from Rouen to Havre (Seine Infirionre). 

* Yretot (Seine InfiSrieurc). 

' Bolbeu-Noiniat, stutiuQ, oninLbus to Bolbec. There is a river 
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sand, an increasing evil ; to remedy whicli, many engineers • 
have been consulted. The want of a backjS[§4§r to wash it ,s \ 
out is so great, that they are now, at the B^y^Klft-fixgeiice,' , ' 
forming a most noble and magnificent work, a vast bason, ' ^ 
walled off from the ocean, or rather an inclosure of it by 
solid masonry, 700 yards long, five yards broad, and 10 or 
12 feet above the surface of the sea at high water ; and for 
400 yards more it consists of two exterior walls, each three 
yards broad, and filled up seven yards wide between them 
with earth ; by means of this new and enormous bason, 
they will have an artificial back-water capable, they calcu- 
late, of sweeping out the harbour's mouth clean from all 
obstructions. It is a work that does honour to the king- 
dom. The view of the Seine from this mole is striking ; 
it is five miles broad, with highlands for its opposite shore ; 
and the chalk cliffs and promontories, that recede to make 
way for rolling its vast tribute to the ocean, bold and noble. 

Wait on Mons. TAbbd Dicquemarre,* the celebrated 
naturalist, where I had also the pleasure of meeting Made- 
moiselle le Masson Golft, author of some agreeable perfor- 
mances ; among others, Entretien aur Is Havre, 1781, when 
the number of souls was estimated at 25,000. The next 
day Mons. le Eeiseicourt, captain of the corps royals du 
Crenie, to whom also I had letters, introduced me to Messrs. 
Hombergs, who rank amongst the most considerable mer- 
chants of France. I dined with them at one of their coun- 
try houses, meeting a numerous company and splendid 
entertainment. These gentlemen have wives and daughters, 
cousins and friends, cheerful, pleasing, and well informed. 
I did not hke the idea of quitting them so soon, for they 
seemed to have a society that would have made a longer 
residence agreeable enough. It is no bad prejudice surely 
to like people that like England ; most of them have been 
there. — Nous avons assurement en France de belles, d^agre- 
ables et de bonnes choses, mais on trouve une telle energie dans 
voire nation — 

The 18th. By the passage-packet, a decked vessel, to 
Honfleur, seven and a half miles, which we made with a 
strong north wind in an hour, the river being rougher than 

^ Dicquemare (Jacques Frangois), 1733-1789, a (iisti^ig'^^^^^ natura- ^ 

list and astronomer. 
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I thought a, river could be. Honfleur ia a, email town, fi 
of induBtry, and a bason fiill of ships, with Bome Quini 
men ' as large as at Havre. At Pont au. de Hgr,'. wait 
Mona. Martin, director of the manufacture royals of leather. 
I saw eight or ten Englishmen that are employed here (there 
are 40 in all), and conversed with one from Yorkahire, who 
told me he had beea deceived into coming ; for though thej 
are well paid, yet they find things very dear, instead of very 
cheap, as they had been given to underatand. — 20 miles. 

The 19th. To Pon^JXYeqile,'. towards vrhich town the 
country is richer, that is, has more pasturage; the whole 
has singular features, composed of orchard inclosures, with. 
hedges so thick and excellent, though composed of willow, 
with hut a sprinkling of tJiorns, that one can scarcely see 
through them ; chateaus are scattered, and some good, yet 
the road ia villainous. Pont I'Eveque ia situate! in the 
Pay d'Auge,' celebrated for the great fertihty of its pas- 
tures. To.LiBiBUi," through the same rich district, fences 
admirably plaUffid.and tie country thickly inclosed and 
wooded. — At the hotel d'Angleterre, an eicellent inn, new, 
clean, and well furnished ; and was well served and well 
fed.^26 miles. 

The 20th. TofCaen ;' the road passes on the brow of a 
hill , that commands the rich valley of Corbon, still in the 
Pays d'Auge, the most fertile of the whole, aU ia under 
fine Poii^ou bullocks, aud would figure in Leicester or, 
Northampton.— 28 miles. 

The 2lBt. The marquia de Guerchy, who I had had 
pleasure of seeing in Suffolk, being colonel of the regimt 
of Artoia, quartered here, I waited on him ; he introdu( 
me to his lady, and remarked, that as it was the fair 
Guibray,' and himself going, I could not do better thi 

' Probably slavers. See for particrJars of this horrible traffic, E.'' 
SouTeslio's " £n Breta^e," p. 165, The Conreution in 1794 ^Mliihed 
slavery throughout the French dominioni, pruhibiled slave-deiltng, and 
grnnteJ full uivil rights to uegiroeH. N&poleon I. (1S02) re-establisbed 
atavery and Blavo-deBling, Bnd it rGmained for the iiecoiid republic Co aodo 
his work in 1948.— See Lalanne's " Diet. Hist, de la France." 

' Tom Andemer. " Pout lUvSqua (CalyBdos). 

* I^ Talli^e <l'Augc, celebrated foe \ts pRslareg (CalvudoE). 

» (Culmdos.) » {Calvatba.) 

'' A snbutb of Fakise (Colrados), 
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accompany him, since it was the second fair _iu France. I 
readily agreed : in our way, we called atteon^iind dined 
with the marquis of Tnrgot, elder brother of the justly 
celebrated comptroller-general : this gentleman is author of 
some memoirB on planting, published in the Trimeatrea of 
the Eoyal Society of Paris: he shewed and explained to ub 
atl his plantationa, but chiefly prides himself on the esotica ; 
and I waa aorry to find in proportion not to their promified 
utility, but merely to their rarityA I have not found this 
uncommon in France ; and it is far from being ao in Eng- 
land. ( 1 wished every moment, of a long walk to change 
the conversation from trees to husbandry, and made many 
efforts, but all in vain.\ In the evening to the fair play- 
house— JiicAar^ Cceur de Lion ; and I could not but re- 
mark an uncommon number of pretty women. la there 
no antiquarian that deduces English beauty from the mix- 
ture of Korman blood ? orwho thinks, with Major Jardine, 
that nothing improves ao much as crossing ; to read his 
agreeable book of travels, one would think none wanting, 
and yet to look at his daughters, and hear their music, it 
would be impossible to doubt his system. Supped at the 
marquis d'Ecougal's, at his chateau a la Frenaye. If these 
French marquisses cannot shew me good crops of com and 
turnips, here is a noble one of something else — of beautiful 
and elegant daughters, the charming copies of an agreeable 
mother : the whole family I pronounced at the first blush 
amiable: they are chearful, pleasing, interesting: I want 
to know them better, but it ia the fate of a traveller 
to meet opportunities of pleasure, and merely see to quit 
tliem. After supper, while the company were at cards, the 
marquis conversed on topics interesting to my enquiries.— 
22i milea. 

The 22d. At this fair cf Guilbray. merchandize ia sold, 
they aay, to the amount of "simrtDjons (262,5001.) but at 
that of Beaucaire to ten : I found the quantity of English 
goods considerable, hard and queen's waje; cloths and 
cottons, A dozen of common plain platea^ 3 Ijv. and 4 liv. 
for a French imitation, but much worse -, -r a,Hked the man 
(a Frenchman) if the treaty of commerce -^ ^\iBot'ba very 
I ii^iirioua with such a difference — C'ett ^^^ uewettt le con- 
•le.—quelqi 
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n'a encore rien faU^aitsaihien en FrtMioe; ranneeprochai 
owfcra miiruj — nous peffeclionnerons — et en fin nout Vei 
porterans gur vou§. — I believe he is a, very good politiciaii,' 
and tlia,t without competition, it is not possible to perfect 
any fabric. A dozen with blue or green edges, English, 5 
liv. 5«, Eetum to Caen ; dine with the marquis of G-uerohT, 
lieutenant-colonel, major. &c. of the regiment, and their 
wives present a large and agreeable company. View the 
Ablwy of Eenedic tines,' founded by W. the Conqueror. 
It is a splendid building, substantial, massy, and magnifi- 
cent, with very large apartments, and stone stair-caBe^l 
worthy of a palace. Sup with Mons. du Mesni, cap) ' ■" 
of the corps de Oenie, to whom I had letters ; he 
introduced me to the engineer employed on the new port,.' 
.^ which will bring ships of three or four hundred tons to 
Caeu, a noble work, and among those which do honour to 
Trance. 

The 23d. Mons. de Gugiuhy and the Abbce de , ac- 
companied me to view (ParcourE? the seat of the duke 
d'Harcourt, governor of NSTraandy, and of the Dauphin ; 
I had heard it called the finest English garden in Prancei 
but Ermenonville will not allow that claim, though not 
near its equal as a residence. Found at last a horse to tiy 
in order to prosecute my journey a little less like Don 
Quixotte, but it would by no means do, an uneasy stumhling 
beast, at a price that would have bought a good one, so my 
blind friend and I must jog on still further, — 30 miles. 

Tha 24th. To i^gieux j' the cathedral haa three towers, 
one of which is very hght, elegant, and highly omo^ 
mented. 

The 35th. In the road to C^entan,' pass an arm of 
sea at^Usigny^ which ia fordabTe. At Carentan I founS 
myself so' uirfrom accumulated colds I suppose, that } 
was seriously afraid of being laid up — not a bone withoia 
its aches ; aud a horrid dead leaden weight a" 
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' The diuTch of St. Elienne, or llie Abbaje am Hommea. 
' The cbdicRU de Fontaine- Henri, a few miles from Caeu, built il 
early purt of sixteenth centnrj, interior not shown to strangers. 
' (CttlvadoB.) 

* Hera is entered llie peninsula of the Cotentin (Manehe). 

' Iniguy (Matiche), 
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I went eaxly to bed, washed dowo a doae of antimoniiU 
powders, which proved sudorific enough to let me prosecute 
mj journey. — 23 mi ics. 

The 26th. To<yo^^fe; ' thence t<i Cherbourg, a thick 
woodland, much EEe^ussei. The marqiiis "fle" Guerchy 
had desired me to call on Mons. Doumerc, a great improver 
at Pierbutto near Cherbourg, which I did ; but he waa _ 
absent at Paris : however bis bailiff, Mons. Baillio, with J 
great civility shewed nke the lands, and explained every H 
thing. — 30 miles. V 

The 27th. Cherbourg. I had letters to the dute de 
Beuvroo, who commands here ; to the count de Chav^nac. 
and M, de Meuanier, of the Academy of Sciences, and 
translator of Cook's Voyages ; the cauntia in the country. 
So much had I heard of the famous works erecting to torm^^^ 
a £arbou?.here, that I waa eager to view them without the "fC 
loss of a moment : the duke favoured me with *n order for 
that purpose, I therefore took a boat, and rowed i^cross the 
artificial harbour formed by the celebrated cones. As it is 
possible that this Jtineraty may be read by persons that 
have not either time or inclination to seek other books for 
an account o£ these works, I wOl in a few words sketch the 
intention and execution. The French possess no port for ' 
ships of war from Dunkirk to Brest, and the former capable 
<if receiving only frigates. This deficiency has been fatal 
to them more than once in their wars with Enghind, whose i 
more favourable coast affords not only the Thames, but ,' 
the noble harbour of Portsmouth. To remedy the want, 
they planned a mole across the open bay of Cherbouj^ ; 
but to inclose a space sufficient to protect a fleet of the line, 
would demand so extended a wall, and so exposed to heavy J 
seas, that the expence would be far too great to be thought f 
of; and at the same time tho success too dubious to h& 
ventured. The idea of a regular mole Was therefore givei^ I 
up, and a partial one, on a new plan ado-hted ; this was to 
erect in the sea, a line where a, mole ig wjjjitei, inBulated. 
columns of timber and masonry, of so vn t a 6^*^' ^8 to re- 
sist the violence of the ocean, and to bfr^^^ its viavea auB- 
ciently to permit a bank being formed l^^^ o\v tfj\umn and 

' Valognes (Mnnchc) 
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column. These have been called cones from their form, 
rhey are 140 feet diameter at the base ; €0 diameter at the 
top, and 60 feet vertical height, being, when sunlc in the 
sea, 30 to 34 feet, immersed at the low water of high tides. 
These enomious broad-bottomed tuba being constructfid of 
oak. with every attention to strength and aolidity, when 
Qniahed for launching, were loaded with stone just sufficient 
for sinking, and in that state each cone weighed 1000 tons 
(of 2000 lb.) To float them, sixty empty casks, each of ten 
pipes, were attached around by cords, and in this state of 
buoyancy the enormous machine was floated to its destined 
spot, towed by numberless vessels, and before innumerable 
spectators. At & signal the cords are cut in a moment, 
and the pile sinks : it is then hlled instantly with stone 
from vessels ready attending, and capped with masonry. 
The contents of each filled only to within four feet of the 
surface, 2500 cubical toiaea of atone,' A vaat number of 
vessels are then employed to form a bank of stone from 
cone to cone, visible at low water in neap tides. Eighte " 
cones, by one account, but 33 by another, would complt 
tbe work, leaving only two entrances, commanded by t 
very fine new-built forts, Boyale and d'Arioig, thorougl 
well provided, it is said, for they do not shew them, with an 
apparatus for heating cannon balls. The number of cones 
mil depend on the distances at which they are placed. I 
found eight finished, and the skeleton frames of two more 
^1 in the dock-yard ; but all is stopped by the archbishop of 
Toulouze, in favour of tbe ceconomical plans at present in 
speculation. Four of them, the last sunk, being most ex* 
posed, are now repairing, having been found too weak to 
resist the fury of the storms, and the heavy westerly seas. 
The last cone is much the most damaged, and, in propor- 
tion as they advance, they will be still more and more ex- 
posed, which gives rise to the opinion of many skilful 
engineers, that the whole scheme will prove fruitless, un- 
less such an expence is bestowed on the remaining cones as 
would be sufficient to exhaust the revenues of a kingdom. 
The eight already erected have for some years given a m 
appearance to Cherbourg ; new bouses, and even st 
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and such a face of activity and auimation, that the stop to 
the worka waa received with blank countenances. They 
say, that, qnarry-men included, 3000 were employed. The 
effect of the eight cones already erected, and the bank of 
stone formed between them has been to give perfect secu- 
rity to a considerable portion of the intended harbour. 
Two 40 gan ships have Iain at anchor within them these 
eighteen months past, by way of experiment, and though 
such storms have happened in that time as have put all to 
aevere trials, and, as I mentioned before, considerably 
damaged three of the cones, yet these ships have not re- 
ceived the smallest agitation; hence it is a harbour for a 
small fleet without doing more. Should they ever proceed 
withtherestof the cones, they must be built much stronger, 
perhaps larger, and far greater precautions taken in giving 
them firmness and solidity : it is also a question, whether 
they must not be sunk much nearer to each other ; at all 
events, the proportional eipence will be nearly doubled, but 
for wars with England, the importance of having a secure 
harbour, so critically situated, they consider as equal almost 
to any expence; at least this importance has its full weight 
in the eyes of the people of Cherbourg. I remarked, in 
rowing across the harbour, that while the sea without thk 
artificaal bar was so rough, that it would have been un- 
pleasant for a boat, within it was quite smooth, I mounted 
two of the cones, one of which has this inscription : — 
LouU XVI. — 3ur ce premiere cone eckoue le 6 Juin 1784, a 
»M Vimm-enion de celui de Vest, le 23 Jkih 1786. — On the 
■rchflle. the undertaking is a prodigious one, and does no, 
trifling credit~to thB~spinrof enterprize of the present age 
far-ftmnre:'^ The seiTic"s of the marine- is a faTourite ; 
ffKetEeT^stly or not, is another question ; and this har- 
bour shews, that when this great people undertake any 
capital works, that are really favourites, they find inventive 
genius to plan, and eugineors of capital talents to execute 
whatever is devised, in a manner that does honour to their 
kingdom. The duke de Beuvron had asked me to dinner, 
' Tlie famODS Li'eiikwaCer or dfgiie of Cherbourg nna nol compleud 
till onr own lime al b cost of two ami a half millions steriingi ''"■J' J*""' 
MmiF and four million cubii! TeeC of alone. Tbe u^ a|ici(>ud bf tlia 
'•" • ""T heclares, 



1 
I 




122 TRATELH IN PKANCK, [AtTQUsiTS 

but I found tliat if I accepted his invitation, it would then 
take ine the ni}it day to view the glass manufacture; I 
preferred therefore buaineas to pleasure, and taking with 
me a letter from that nobleman to secure a sig^ht of it, I 

E' I tbi^^ in the afternoon ; it is about three miles from 
rbourg,"- Mona. de Puye, the director, explained every 
gTo~me in the moat obliging manner. Cherbourg is 
not a, place for a residence longer than necessary ; I was 
here fleeced more iufamously than at any other town in. 
France ; t]ie two best inna were full ; I was obliged to go 
to the largwe, a vilo hole, little better than a hog-sty ; 
where, for a miserable dirty wretched chamber, two suppers 
composed chiefly of a plate of apples and some butter and 
cheese, with some trifle besides too bad to eat, and one 
miserable dinner, they brought me in a bill of 31 liv, 
(11. 7b. Id.) they not only charged the room 3 liv. a nigbt. 
. but even the very stable for my horse, after enormous 
7^ items for oats, hay, and straw. Thia ia a species of prOf 
QigBiig:. which debases the national character. Calling, as I 
returned, on Mons. Baillio, I shewed him the bill, at which 
he exclaimed for imposition, and said the man and woman 
were going to leave off their trade ; and no wonder, if they 
had made a prsictice of fleecing othera in that manner. 
Let no one go to Cherbourg without making a bargain for 
everything ha has, even to the straw and stable; pepper, 
salt, and table-cloth. — 10 mileg. 

The 28th, return tqCarentan ; and the 29th, pass through 

\ a rich and thickly incioaed country, to Coutances, capital 

^ of the district called the Cotentin. They build in this 

JK country the best mud houses and bams I ever saw, excel- 

" lent habitations, even of three stories, and all of mud, with 

considerable barna and other offices. The earth (the beat 

for the purpose is a rich brown loam) is well kneaded with 

Htraw ; and being spread about four inches thick on the 

ground, is cut in sg^uarea of nine inches, and these are 

taken with a shovel and tossed to the man on the wall who 

builds it; and the wall built, as in Ireland, in layers, each 

three feet high, that it may dry before they advance. The 

thickness about two feet. They make them project about 

an inch, which they cut off layer by layer perfectly smooth, 

^^^Jf they bad the English way of whita washing, they wou| 
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look as well as our lath and plaister, and are much more 
durable. In good houses the doors and windows are in 
stone work. — 20 miles. 

The 30th. A fine sea view of the Isles oi-Chausee,^ at 
five leagues distant; and afterwards^ Jersey.' clear at about 
forty miles, with that of the town of Grandval * on a high 
peninsula : entering the town, every idea of beauty is lost; 
a close, nasty, ugly, ill built hole : market day, and myriads 
of triflers, common at a French market. The bay of Can- 
calle, all along to the right, and St. Michael's rock rising 
out of the sea, conically, with a castle on the top, a most 
singular and picturesque object. — 30 miles. ^ 

The 31st. At Pont Orsin,^ enteivBretagne ; there seems^^^ 
here a more minute division of f armS^than Jbefore. There 
is a long street in the episcopal town of Q)oll^ without a 
glass window ; a horrid appearance. M^rentry into Bre- 
tagne gives me an idea of its being a miserable province.- 
22 miles. 

September 1st. To^.Combourg,*. the coimtry has a W 
savage aspect ; husbandry not inuc^ further advanced, at L^ 
least in skill, than among the Hurons, which appears in- 
credible amidst inclosures ; the people almost as wild as 
their country, and their town of Combourg one of the most 
brutal filthy places that can be seen ; mud houses, no win- 
dows, and a pavement so broken, as to impede all pas- 
sengers, but ease none — yet here is a chateau, and in- 
habited; who is this Mons. de Chateaubriant,' the owner, 
that has nerves strung for a resideifC© amidst such filth and 
poverty ? Below this hideous heap of wretchedness is a 
fine lake, surrounded by well wooded inclosures. Coming 
out of Ped^,^ there is a beautiful lake belonging to Mons. 
de Blassac,^ intendant of Poictiers, with a fine accompany- 
ment of wood. A very little cleaning would make here a 
delicious scenery. There is a chateau, with four rows of 

^ Archipelago of Chausey. * GraijvUle (.Manche). 

' Pontorson, on the branch railway from Vitre (Ma^pheV 

* Dol (Ule and VOaine). » (^Uq n^ VUalne.) 

• Chateaubriand, the writer, spent part of his chi^;^ od ^^>^^^ ^ ^^* 
" M^moires d'outre Tombe," he often recurs to th^^^^^e^ ^^ "^^^^^ 
his youth was past. ^ ^^ 

' Hed^ (lUe and Vilaine). 

® The Count de Blossac, after whom the promen^.^^ .v^et^xatiWea, 
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treee, and nothing else to be seen from tlie windows in the 
true French stile. Forbid it. taste, that this should be the 
house of the owner of that beautiful water; and yet this 
Moua. tie Blossac ha.s made at Poictiers the finest prome- 
nade in France ! But that taste which draws a Btrait line, 
and that which traces a. waving one, are founded oa feel- 
ings and ideaa as separate and distinct as painting and 
music — as poetry or sculpture. The lake abounds with 
fish, pike to 361b. carp to 241b. perch 41b. and tench 51b. 
To Bennes the same strange wild mixture of desert and 
cultivation, half savage, half human. — 31 miles. 

The 2d. ^EennejO is well built, and it has two good 
squares ; thatparticularly of Louis XV. where is his statue. 
Tlie parliament being in eiile, the house is not to be seen. 
The Benedictijiea garden, called the Tabour,' is worth view- 



( ing. But Ihp nh^fpt. nt Tfj^nnPH Tnnat wamnTU-^hlp lit, pfffaffnt 

is a »a,ap, with a marshal of France (de Staiavi lfe), and 
fbuT regiments of infantry, and two of dragoo ns, close to 
the gates. VThe discontents of the people have been aon bic, 
"" first on account of the high price of bread, ^d _ secondly 
for the banishment of the parhament.\ The former cause 
is natural enough, but why the people should love their 
parliament was what I could not understand, since the 
rfmembers, as well as of the states, are all noble, and the 
distinction between the nobleese and roluriers no where 
stronger, more offensive, or more abominable than in Bre- 
,-— tagne: ^They.assured me, however, that the populace have 
been bloVn up to violence by every art of decflpticBj^^d 
evenTby money distribotod for that purpose. The commo- 
tions rose to such a heightbeforethe camp was established, 
that the troops here were utterly unable to keep the peace. 
Mons. Ajp^ntaise, to whom I had brought letters, had the 
goodness, during the four days I was here, to shew and 
explain every thing to be seen. I find Bennes very cheajtpj 
and it appears the more so to me just come from MosM 
mandy, where every thing ia estravagantly dear. The tnh]jW 
d'h6te, at the grwiid maison, ia well served ; they pvB two J 
courses, containing plenty of good things, and a very ample 
regular dessert; the supper one good course, with ^ large 
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joint of mutton, ajid another good dessert; each meal, with' 
the common wine, 40/ and for 20 more you havo very good 
wine, instead of liie ordinary sort: 30/ for the horses, 
thus, with good wine, it is no more than 6 liv. 10/ a day, 
or 5b. lOd. Tet a camp which they complain has raised 
prices enormously. 

The 5th. Tq Montaubau.' The poor people seem poor, 
indeed ; the children terribly ragged, if possible worse clad 
than if with no cloaths at all ; as to shouB and stockings 
they are lusuries. A beautiful girl of sii or seven years 
playing with a stick, and smiling under such a bundle of 
rags as made my heart ache to see her : they did not b^, 
and when I gave them any thing seemed more surprized 
than obhged. (X)ne third irf' what I have seen of this pro- 
vince seems uncultivatedj'and nearly all of it in misery, 
What have kings, and ministers, and parliaments, anaj 
states, to answer for their prejudices, seeing millions of J 
hands that would be industrious, idle and starving, through! 
the execrable maxims of despotism, or the equally detes- \ 
table prejudices of a feudal nobility.' Sleep at the lion d^erj' 
at Montauban. an abominable hole. — 20 milos^ _ 

The 6th. The same inclosed country tft^^Broomsi.' but 
near that town improves to the eye, from being more hilly. 
At the little town of . Lamballe,' there are above fifty 
families of uobleBse tLat live in winter, who reside on their 
estates in the summer. There is probably as much foppery 
and nonsense in their circles, and for what 1 know as much 
happiness, as in thosa of Paris. Both would be better em- 
ployed in cultivating their lands, and rendering the poor 
industrious. — 30 miles. 

The 7th. Leaving Lamballe, the country immediately 
changes. The marquis d'Prvoy, who I met at Bennes, and 
has a good estate at St. BrieuK,' gave me a letter for his 
agent, who answered my questions, — ISg miles. 

The 8th. To, Guingamp,' a gombre inclosed country. 

' MonlBuban-dc-BretaenB (Ille and Vila[ne). 

" See, for an account of the extfaordinary pTOgreaa in Brillany, the 
contributionB of M, H. Bundrillart, of Ihe Inslitut, (o [Jia " lisTna des 
douit MondfH," Oct, 15, Noir. 15, 1884. 
j 'BrooiiB (Cfltcs du Nord). * (r*-,(ea duHord.) 

^^^pOtcs du Nord.} ^ (0-^^ &>iVotd.) 
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nisea aF 6hee~ao6ffier people, meeting numbers who have 
not more French than Js ne aai pag ce gue vovs ditet, or Je 
n'erdend rien. Enter Guingamp by gateways, towers, and 
battlements, apparently of the oldest military architecture; 
every part denoting antiquity, and in the best preeervation. 
The poor people's habitations are not ho good ; they are 
K miserable heaps of dirt ; no glass, and scarcely any light ; 
but diey have earth chimnies. I waa in my first sleep at 
^e^i^J when the aubergiste came to my bedside, un- 
drewaciirtain, that I expected to cover me with spiders, to 
tfil me that I bad unejument Anglois superhe, and tbat a 
signeur wished to buy it of me: I gave him half a dozen 
flowers of French eloquence for his impertinence, when he 
thought proper to leave me and his spiders at peace. 
There wae a great chaise assembled, t These Bas Bretagne 
signenTB are capital hunters, it seems, that fix on a blind 
mare for an object of admiration. A-prc^os to the breeds 
of horses in IVance; this mare cost me twenty-three 
guineas when horses were dear in England, and had been 
sold for sixteen when they were rather cheaper ; her figure 
may therefore be guessed ; yet she waa much admired, and 
often in this journey; and as to Bretagne, she rarely met 
a rival. That province, and it is the same in parts o£ 
Normandy, is infested in every stable with a pack_of garran 

Coney stallions, sufficient to perpetuate the miserable 
reed that is every where seen. IThia villainous hole, that 
^ calls itself the grand maigon, is the best inn at a post town 
on the great road to Brest, at which marshals of France, 
dukes, peers, countesses, and bo forth, must now and then, 
by the accidents to which long journiea are subject to, have 
found themselves. What are we to think of a country that 
has made, in the eightoentb century, no better provision 
for its travellgiB !-^-3Qiniles . 

The 9th. ' Morlaixyis the moat singular port I have 
seen. It bas but-tme^eature, a vale just wide enough for 
a^ue canal with two quays, and two rows of houses; 
rfeliind them the mountain rises steep, and woody on one 
side ; on the other gardens, rocks, and wood ; the effect 
' Clialeaulaniirin (COfea da Nord). 
■ Belle-lslB-Bfsnrd {C6Um da Surd). ' (Fiiurtire.> 
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romantic and beautiful. Trade now very dull, but flourished 
much in the war. — 20 miles. 

The 10th. Fair day a^Landervisier,^ which gave me an 
opportunity of seeing nimibers of Bas "Bretons collected, as/>,' . 
well as their cattle. The men dress in great trowsers like;>t>^-" "^ 
breeches, many with naked legs, and most with wooden 
shoes, strong marked features like the Welch, with coun* 
tenances a mixture of half energy half laziness ; their per- 
sons stout, broad, and square. The women furrowed with- ; 
out age by labour, to the utter extinction of all softness of 
sex. The eye discovers them at first glance to be a people '; 
absolutely distinct from the French. Wonderful that they . 
should be found so, with distinct language, manners, ^ 
dress, &c. after having been settled here 1300 years. — 35 
miles. 

The 11th. I had respectable letters, and to respectable 
people at Brest, in order to see the dock-yard, but they 
were vain; Mons. le Chevalier de Tredaime particularly 
applied for me earnestly to the commandant, but the order, 
contrary to its being shewn either to Frenchmen or 
foreigners, was too strict to be relaxed without an express 
direction from the minister of the marine, given very rarely, 
and to which, when it does come, they give but an un- 
willing obedience. Mons. Tredaime, however, informed 
me, that lord Pembroke saw it not long since by means of 
such an order : and he remarked himself, knowing that I 
could not fail doing the same, that it was strange to shew 
the port to an English general and governor of Portsmouth, 
yet deny it to a farmer. He however assured me, that the 
duke of Chartres went away but the other day without 
being permitted to see it. Gretry's music at the theatre, 
which, though not large, is neat and even elegant, was not 
calculated to put me in good humour ; it was Panurge, — 
Brest is a well built town, with many regular and hand- 
some streets, and the quay where many men of war are 
laid up, and other shipping has much of that life and 
motion which animates a sea-port. 

The 12th. Return to Landernau,* Where, at the due de 
Chartre, which is the best and cleanest inn in the bishopric, 

* Landivisiau (Finistere). * LanderneaU (Finiat^re). 



af I vac ^'Wig to dmner, iht lazkdkri xold me, iLere was 
a MfMsUmr mm hmmut wmwke ilfamt, azid the diim£r would 
be better if we xmited ; de ic«# »» c?vr. fie prored a 
Bas BM<m DoUe. wixli Ids swosd azkd m Inile imseimbl^ 
nimble na^. This seigneiirwas igzkcoaaii iLsi ilte duke de 
Cbarties, tbe otber daj at Bi«sL wu lioi iLe diike tbat 
was in Mjdqs. d'OnriDiei^s fl£et. li^ks^ i2^ rci&d to XanteiC 
— 25niik«, 

TIme; 13th. Tbe cofrntrr io Chai£ik!dSji^ inc9>e moim- 
/^ taoKMis; one-third wastes AH ds^ reigKm fax infenor to 
Lcion' and Tngner ; * no exertkna, ixa-asT marks «f intd- 
HgeiMie, jet all near to the great naT^:atk »ii ajid ma i^e i of 
&est water* and the soil good. ftgSnpa^^ tlttfQgii a bis- 
iK^pfie; hatf iKitliing worth seeing InfS its p^tS^rfcenades whidi 
aie anumg the finest in France. — ^25 nii]e&. 

The 14£L JjOkJiDg Qoimper, the secern to he more colti- 
Tated features ; bot this only f or a moment ; — wastes — 
wastes — wastes. BeacnQoin^pem'. — 2^ mile&. 

The 15th. The same mjmbit woniii lo TOnes^ but 
wixb a mixtore of cahiTation and mncb wood. — I f oond 
rOrient so full of fools, gaping to see a man of war 
laonched, that I could get no bed fcv mjself, nc*r stable for 
mj hor§e at the epei njaU, At the ckevaJ l^Lam^^ a poor 
hole, I got mj horse crammed among twenrr oiLerB. like 
herrings in a barrel, bnt could have no l^ed. The dnke de 
Brissac, witb a suite of officers, had no l^eticr F^ooess. If 
the gorermo' of Paris ooold not, without tMiiible. get a bed 
at rOrient, no wonder Arthur Yonng found ol^tades. I 
went directlr to deliver mr letters, found Mons. Besne. a 
merchant, at home ; he receired me with a fnmk civilitT 
better than a million of oompHments ; and the moment 4ie 
understood mj situation, offered me a bed in his bouse, 
which I accepted. The TouniUe, of S4 suns, was to be 
launched at three o'clock, but put off till the next daj. 



* The TAwiBiw of wliidi Sc Pol de Leon vu f^raerir c^tal 

> Tregoier (CoCM dn Kord). 

* Qmrnper and Qnimperle (Fmisfc&re) are beaniiislhr sit^ed and 
fiof t iea i i Ufu l dmrcfaes. 

* LoneslOIorbihaii). 
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much to the joy of the aubergistes, Air. who were well 
pleased to see such a swarm oi strangers kept another day. 
I wished the ship in their throats, for I thought only of 
my poor mare being squeezed a sight amonget the Bretagne 
garrans ; sixpence, however to the garcon, had effects '"i^Tj ,. 
velously to her ease. The town is modern, and regularly 
buUt, the streets divei^e in rays froni the gate, and are 
crossed by others at right angles, broad, handsomely built, 
and well paved; with many houses that make a good 
figure. But what makea t'Orient more known is being the 
appropriated port for the commerce of India, containing 
sJl the shipping and magazines of the company. The latt^ 
ftte truly great, and speak the royal munificence from which 
tbey ajose. They are of sereral stories, and all vaulted in 
Ktone, in a splendid style, and of vast estent. But they 
want, at least at present, lite so many other magnificent 
establiahmenta in France, the vigour and vivacity of an 
active commerce. The business transacting here seema 
trifling. Three 84 gun ships, the Tourville, I'EoIe, and 
Jean Bart, with a 32 gun frigate, are upon the stocks. 
They assured me, that the Tourville has been only nine 
months building : the scene is alive, and fifteen large men 
of war being laid up here in ordinary, with some Indiamen, 
and a few traders, render the port a pleasing spectacle. 
There is a beautiful round tower, 100 feet high, of white 
stone, with a railed gallery at top ; the proportions light 
and agreeable; it is for looking out and making signals. 
My hospitable merchant, 1 find a plain unaffected character, 
with some whimsical originalities, that make him more 
interesting ; he has an agreeable daughter, who entertains 
m(^with singing to her harp. The next morning the Tour- 
viUe quitted her stocks, to the music of the regiments, and 
the shonts of thousands coflected to see it. Leave I'Orient. 
Arrive at HeJinebon.'-^?^- miles. 

The 17t}r. TirSuray.' the eighteen poorest miles I have . 
yet seen in Bretdgne. Good houses of stone and slate, JJ 
without glass, Auray has a Httle port, and some sloops, 
which always give an air of life to a town. To Tannes,' ' 
the country various, but landc» the more permanent feature, 
it (Horbihsn). > (Motbihui.) 

' (Moibihan.) 
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VanDca is not a.n inconsiderable town, but its greatest 
beauty is its port and pronienade. 

Tte 18th. To . MiisU Jac.^' ^goUeiHle * with the EiuaUer 
onee, d'Hedic' anJ^^d'Htmat, are^D^gnt. Musiliac, if it 
boast of nothing else, may at least vaunt its theapneHB. 

had for dinner two good flat fiah, a dish of oysters, soup, 

fine duck roasted ; with an ample dessert of grapes, pears, 
walnuts, biscuita, liqueur, and a pint of good Bourdeaux 
wine : my mare, beaidea hay, had three-fourths of a peck of 
com, and the whole 56/ 2,f. to the fille and two to the 
garcon, in all 2a. 6d. Foss Zanies — lajidet — landee — to la 
Eoche Bernard. The view of the river Villaine, is beauti- 
ful from the boldness of the shores, there are no insipid 
flats ; the river Ja two-thirds of the width of the Thames at 
Weatniinater, and would be equal to any thing in the world 
if the shores were woody, but they are the savage wastes of 
thia country, — 33 milea. _ _ 

The 19th. Turned aside to. Auvorgnac,* the seat of the 
count de la Boiirdonayo,' to whom Ihad a letter from ij 
. dutchess d'Anville, as a person able to give me every epi 
of intelligence relative to Brefagne, having for five-i 
twenty years been first syndic of the noblesse. 
touBJumble of rocks and ateeps could acarcely for 
road than these five milea : could I put aa much faith in 
two bita of wood laid over each other, as the good folks of 
the country do, I should have crossed myself, but my blind 
friend, with, the most incredible sure-footedness, carried me 
safe over such places, that if I had not been in the every 
day habit of the saddle, I should have shuddered at, though 
guided by eyes keen as Eclipae'a ; for I suppose a fine 
racer, on whose velocity so many fools have been ready to 
lose their money, must have good eyes, as well aa good legs. 
Such a road, leading to several villages, and one of thd 
first noblemen of the province, shews what the state fl' 

' Miirillac (Mnrbibnn). 

' Belle-! le'^Q-Mec (Morblhan), ilia moat important inland of thefl 
partmen', and wall cultisated. 

* The islea of Hcsdic aud Ilnnat (Le Cananl and Le Camelot}. 

* Laiiverj^imu ( Loire InftTieure), now the seat of M. du Monuon 
is pastfid on the way froia Gu^raiiile (o St. Hai 

* AiitrwBPdg Oenei-al of I'^ivision of the Bapui 
■1 Lft Vendee, died 179a. 

I 
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society must be; — no communication— no neigbbourhood 
— no temptation to the expenees which flow from eociety if a 
mere aecluaion to save money in order to spend it in towns. 
The count received me with great politeness ; I explained 
to tiim my plan and motives for travelling in t'rance, which 
he was pleased very warmly to approve, eapressijig his sur- 
prise that I should attempt so large an undertaldhg, as 
Suc'B asiirvey of IViCncejUnBUpported'hy niy goveriiment j 
i told him he knew very little of onr government, if"Ee 
supposed they would give a shilling to any agricultural 
projett or projector; that whether the minister was whig 
or tory made no difference, the jmrty of the piouoh never 
yet had one on its side ; and that England has had many 
Colberts but not one Sully. This led to much interesting 
conversation on the balance of agriculture, manufactures, 
and commerce, and on the means of encouraging them ; 
and, in reply to his enquiries, I made him understand their 
relations in England, and how our husbandry flourished, 
in spite of the teeth of our ministers, merely by the pro- 
tection which civil liberty gives to property : and conse- 
quently that it was in a poor situation, comparatively with 
what it would have been in had it received the same atten- 
tion as manufactures and commerce. I told M. de la 
Bourdomiye that his province of Bretagne seemed to me to 
have nothing in it but privileges and poverty, he smiled, 
and gave me some explanations that are important; but 
no nobleman can ever probe this evil aa it ought to be done, 
resulting as it does from the privileges going to themselves, 
and the poverty to the people, He shewed me his planta- 
tions, whieh are very fine and well thriven, and shelter him 
thoroughly on every side, even from the S. W. so near to 
the sea ; from hia waJlfs we see Belleisle and its neighbours, 
and a little isle or rock belonging to him, which he says 
the King of England took from bim after Sir Edward 
Hawke's victory, but that his majesty was kind enough to 
leave him his island after one night's possession. — 20 miles. 
The 20th. Take my leave of Monsieur and Madame de 
la Bourdonaye, to whose politeness as wcU as friendly at- 
tentions I am much obliged. Towards Hazaire^there is a 
fine view of the mouth of the Loire, from the rising grounds, 
' St. Naiaire (Loire Inferieure), 
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but the headlands that form the emhouchure are low, 
which takes ofE from that greatneas of the effect which 
highlands give to the mouth of the Shannon. The. 8 
ing bosom of the Atlantic boundless to the right, ^avai 
poverty itself.— 33 miles. 

The 21at.'-"Come to an improvement in the midst < 
these ^^^°jytif four good houses of atone and elate, andj); 
few aerea run to wretched grasa, which have been tilled. " 
, but all savE^te, and become almoat as rough as the rest. I 
waa afterwards informed that thia improvement, as it is 
called, was wrought by Englishmen, at the expence of a 
gentleman they ruined as well as themselveB. — 1 demanded 
bow it had been done? Pare and burn, and sow wheat, 
i,.then rye, and then oata. Thus it is for ever and ever! the 
same follies, the same blundering, the same ignorance ; and 
then all the foola in the country said, as they do now, that 
these wastes are good for nothing. To my amazement find 
the incredible circumstance, that they reach within three 
miles of the great commercial city of Nantes ! This is a 
problem and a lesson to work at, but not at preaent. Ar- 
rive — go to the theatre, new built of fine white stone, and 
y has a magnificent portico front of eight elegant Corinthian 
pillars, and four others within, to part the portico from a 
grand vestibule, Within all is gold and painting, and a 
coup d'mil at entering, that struck me forcibly. It is, I be- 
heve, twice aa large aa Drury-Lane, and five times as mag- 
nificent. It was Sunday, and therefore full. Mon Dieu ! 
cried I to myself, do all the wastes, the deeerta, the heath, 
ling, furz. broom, and bog, that I have passed for 300 
miles lead to this spectacle V \ What a miracle, that all tibia 
splendour and wealth of the'citiea in France should be so 
-^ unconnected with the country ! \ There are no gentle tran- 
sitions from ease to comfort, from comfort to wealth : you 
pass at once from beggary to profusion,- — from misery in 
mud cabins to Mademoiselle St. Huberti, in splendid 
spectacles at 500 liv, a night, (211. 17s. 6d.) The country 
deserted, or if a gentleman in it, you find him m some 
Tcretched hole, to save that money which is laviahed 
profusion in the luxuries of a capital. ^2C 

' Savenajr (Loire Inf^rionre), hfte took pltce Ibe liiial 
tho Vendeaa army. 




The 22i]. Deliver my letters. As mucli as aafjculturq 



18 the chief object of ju^ourney, it is necessary lo acquira 
gneh intelligence 6f the state oS commerce, as can be bestj 
done from merchants, for abundance of useful informatiua 
is to be gained, without puttiog any questions that a man 
iroiild be cautious of answering, and even without putting 
any questions at all. Mona. Itj edj was very polite, and 
satisfied many of my enquiries ; I dined once with him, 
and was pleased to find the conversation take an important 
turn on the relative situations of France and England itt 
trade, particularly in the West Indies. I had a letter also 
to Mons. Epiveut, consilier in the parliament of Eennea, 
whose brother, Mons, Epivent de la Villesboisnet, is a very 
considerable merchant here. It was not possible for any 
person to be more obliging than these two gentlemen j 
their attentions to me were marked and friendly, and ren- 
dered a few days residence here equally instructive ani- 
a^eeable. The town has that sign of prosperity of new. 
buildings, which never deceives. The quarter of the^ 
eomedie is magnificent, all the street s at right angles and of 
white Btoue. I am in doubt wEeEEer the hoietSelTenri IV. | 
is not the ^est iim in Europe: Dessein's at Calais ia 
larger, but neitEer buiTfi Sfted^p, nor furnished like this, 
which is new. It cost 400.000 li v. (17.5001.) furniahed, 
and is let at 14,000 Uv. per ann. (6121. 10s.) with no rent 
for the first year. It contains 60 beds for masters, and 
25 stalls for horses. Some of the apartments of two 
rooms, very neat, are 6 liv. a day ; one good 3 liv. but for 
merchants 5 liv. per diem for dinner, supper, wine, and 
chamber, and 35f. for his horse. It is, without comparison, 
the first inn 1 have seen in France, and very cheap. It is 
in a small square close to the theatre, as convenient for 
pleasure or trade as the votaries of either can wish. The 
theatre cost 450,000 liv. and lets to the comedians at; 
17,000 liv. a year ; it holds, when fuU, 120 loma d'or. TheJ 
land the inn stands on was bought at 9 liv, Q,foot-. in some 
parts of the city it sells as high as 15 liv, rf^ia yaVue oV 
the ground induces them to build so high t. +o ^ deatruoy 
tire of beauty. ■. The quay has" netting \^^ -VaWe ; tW 
river is choaked With islands, but at the^i.^f^ g^^artneit 
to the sea is a large rouge of houses reguj^'^\,'\>^, tju^fii *■" 
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instdtution oornmon in the great commercial towns of 
Prance, but particularly flourishing in Nantes, ia a chambre 
de lecture, or what wg should call a book-club, that doea 
not divide ita booka, but forma a library. There are three 
j>^ rooma. one for reading, another for converBation, and the 
r third ia the Ubraiy ; good fires in winter are provided, and 
wax candles. Messrs. Epivent had the goodness to attend 
me in a water expedition, to view the estabhshment of Mr. 
Wilkinson, for boring cannon, in an island in the Loire 
below Nantes.' Until that well known Engliah manu- 
facturer arrived, the French knew nothing of the art of 
casting cannon solid, and then boring them. Mr. Wilkin- 
son's machinery, for boring four cannons, is now at work, 
moved by tide wheels; but they have erected a steam 
engine, with a new apparatus for boring seven more ; 
M. de la Motte, who has the direction of the whole, shewed 
us also a model of this engine, about six feet long, five 
high, and four or five broad ; which he worked for us, by 
making a small fire nnder the boiler that is not bigger than 
a large tea-kettle ; one of the best machines for a traveling 
Ik--—- philosopher that I have seen. Nantes is as ^JlsstM^ "* 
H . .' the cause of liberty, as any town in France can be j the 
I p V' conversations I witnessed here, prove how great a change is 
B^' effected in the minda of the French, nor do I believe it will 
be possible for the present government to last half a century 
, longer.unlesa the clearest and most decided talents are at the 
=F helm. 1 The American revolution has laid the foundation of 
•, another in France, if government doea not take care of itself.' 
The 23d one of the twelve prisoners' from the Bastile 
arrived here — he was the moat violent of them all — and his 
imprisonment baa been far enough from silencing him. 1 

' The island of Indrpt ia evidentlf meant, the great Slate factory of 
B Bt the present daj'. 

It wanted no great spirit of prophecy to foretell this ; but latter 
' haie shewn that 1 was very wide of the mark when 1 talked of 

laTB^— Author's Note, 
'welve lireton gentlemen depateil tp Tersailles w[th a denuncietion 
of the ministers fur tlieir suspension of provincial partiamentd, Tbey 
were at once sent to the Bastille. It was this war of the king and the 
parlismenta that brought about the assembly of the Stales -General, ibo 
Step being decided on by the assembly of Grenoble, July at, 17S8. 
See H. Martin, vol. xri. , p 608, et acq. ^^^ 
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Tlie 25tli. It waa not withoiit regrot that I quitted 
society both inteliipteiit and agreeable, nor should I feel 
ramfortably if I did not hope to see Meaara. Epivents 
again ; I have httle chance of being at Nantes, bat if they 
come a second time to England, I have a promise of seeing 
them at Bradfield. The younger of these geatlemeu spent 
a fortnight with Lord Shelbume at Bowood, which he re- 
members with much pleasure ; Colonel Barr^ and Dr. 
Priestley were there at the same time. To Aucenis-^ is all 
inclosed : for seven miles many seats, — 22j miles. 

The 26th. To the scene of the vintage. I had not 
before been witness to so much advantage as here ; last 
autumn the heavy raina made it a melancholy business. At 
present, all is life and activity. The country all thickly 
and well inclosed. Glorious view of the Loire from a vil- 
lage, the last of Bretagne, whete Ja a^great barrier across 
the road and custom-houses, lo search every thing coming 
from thence. The Loire takes the appearance of a lake 
large enough to be interesting. There is on both sides an 
a£Companyme%t of wood, wluch is not universal on this 
river. The addition of towns, steeples, windmiUs, and 
great range of lovely country, covered with vines ; tl 
character gay as well as noble. Enter Anjou, vrith a grei 
rajige of meadows. Pass St. George," and take the road to 
^E^fsi Por ten miles quit the Loire and meet it again at 
AngSfs. Letters from Mona. de Brousaonet; but he ia 
unable to inform me in what part of Anjou was the 
residence of the marquis de Tourbilly; to find out that 
nobleman's farm, where he made thoae admirable improve- 
menta, which he deacribea in the Memoire »v,r lea de/ricke- 
meng, was such an object to me, that I was determined to 
go "to the place, let the distance out of my way be what it 
might. — 30 miles. 

The 27th, Among my letters, one to Mons, de la live- 
niere, perpetual secretary of the Soi;iety of Agriculture 
here^ J. found he was at his country-Q„„t, two leagues oft 
atfMigniajiHey On my arrival at hi^ aoai ^^ ^^^ sitttng 
down "to dinner with his family; not V ■ na ■?*** ^'^*'^'^' ^ 
' Ancenis (Loire Inferieiire). 
' St. Georges -Bnr-Loira (Mains 
' La Meignaane, ^ 



1 

] 

leagues oft 

was sitttng m^ 

ast, twel-re, I 1 



13(! TRAVELS IM FRANCE. [SEPflH 

I thought to La.vo escaped this awtmardoeBS ; but both him- 
I self and Madame prevented all embairaASincut hj very qh- 
l affectedlj desiring me to partake with them, and making 
\not the least derangement either in table or looks, placed 
ime at once at my ease, b> an indifferent dinner, garnished 
with so much ease and chearfidness that I found it a repast 
more to my taat« than the moat splendid tables could 
/afford, An English family in the country, similar in 
I situation, taken unawares in the same way, would receiTe 
I you with an unquiet hospitality, and an anxious politeness ; 
/ and after waiting for a hurry-scurry derangement of cloth, 
( table, plates, sideboard, pot and spit, would give yon per- 
[ haps BO good a dinner, that none of the family, between 
I anxiety and fatigue, could supply one word of conversa- 
tion, and you would depart under cordial wishes that you 
might never return. — Tliia folly, so common in England, is 
never met with in France : the French are quiet in their 
houses, and do things without effort. — Mens. Livoniere 
conversed with me much on the plan of my travels, which 
he commended greatly, but thought it very estraordinary 
that neither government, nor the Academy of Sciences, nor 
the Academy of Agriculture, should at least he at the ci- 
snoe of my journey. This idea is purely French ; they 
ive no notion of private people going out of their wayfor 
Vthe public good, without being paid by the public ; nor 
could he well comprehend me, when I told him that evenr 
thing is well done in England, eiEcept what ia done wim 
public money. I was greatly concerned to find that he 
could give me no intelligence concerning the residence of the 
late marquia of Tourbilly, as it would be a provoking cir- 
cumstance to pass all through the province without finding J 
his house, and afterwards hear perhaps that I had beeA>l 
ignorantly within a few miles of it. In the evening Te*M 
turned to Angers. — 20 miles. M 

The 28th. To La FlecFe. The chateau of Duretal,' be.] 
longing to the dutchess d'Estissac, is boldly situated aboTQfl 
theUttletownof that name, and on the banks of abeautifql] 
river, the slopes to which that hang to the south . 
covered with vines. The country chearful, dry, and pica 
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sajit for resident. I enquired here of several gentlemen 
for the residence of the marquis oE Tonrbilly, but all in 
Tain. The 30 miles to La Fleche the road is a, noble one; 
of gravel, amooth, and kept in admirable order. La 
Fleche ia a, neat, clean, little town, not ill buUt, on the river 
that flows to Duretal, which ia navigable ; but the trade is 
inconsiderable. My first business here, as every where else 
in Anjou, was to enquire for the residence of the marquia 
de Tourliilly. I repeated my enquiries till I found tiiat 
there was a place not far from La FlEche, called Tourbilly, 
l)ut not what I wanted, aa there waa no Mona. de Tourbilly 
there, but a marquis de Galway, who inherited Tourbilly 
from his father. This perplexed me more and more ; and 
I renewed my enquiries with so much eagerneaa, that 
several people, I believe, thought me half mad. At last I 
laet with an ancient lady who solved my difficulty ; she in- 
formed me, that Tourbilly, about twelve mUes from La 
Fieche, was the place I was in search of : that it belonged 
to the marquia of that name, who had written some books 
she believed; that he died twenty years a^o insolvent; 
that the father of the present marquis de Galway bought 
the estate. This was sufficient for my purpose ; I deter- 
mined to take a guide the next morning, and, aa I could 
not visit the marquis, at least see the remains of his im- 
provements. The newa, however, that he died insolvent, 
hurt me very much ; it was a bad commentary on his book, 
and foresaw, that whoever I should find at Tourbilly, would 
be full of ridicule, on a husbandry that proved the loaa of 
the estate on which it was practised. — 30 miles. 

The 29th. This morning I executed my project; my 
guide was a countryman with, a good pair of legs, who con- 
ducted me across a range of such ling wastes as the 
marquis apeaks of in hia memoir. They appear boundleas 
here ; and I was told that I could travel many — many 
days, and sec nothing eke : what fields of jjnprovement to 
make, not to lose estates ! At last wo arriyBd. ^*' Tourbilly,' 
a poor village, of a few scattered houaes, ;.^ „ -vale between 
two rising grounds, which are yet he^t^ nlvB^^i *^^ 
chateau in the midat, with plantationa Of ^^ *, -po?^^*^^*^" 
I TurhLHy (Maine and Loire). This eMUu.x ^ ,\<»- '^^^ "■'^'^ 
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in^ to it. I cannot easily expreBB the uaxious inqmsitive 
curiosity I felt to oiamino evury scrap of the estate ; no 
hedge or tree, no bush but what was interesting to me ; I 
had read the translation of the marquis's history of hia 
improvementa in Mr. Milla' husbandry,' and thought it 
the moat interesting morsel I had met with, long before I 
procured the original Memoire sut les defrichemena ; and 
determined that if ever I should go to Prance to_view im- 
provementB the recital of which had given me such plea- 
sure. I had neither letter nor introduction to the present 
owner, the marquia de Galway. I therefore stated to tiim 
the plain fact, that I had read Mons, de Tourbilly's boob 
with BO much pleasure, that I wished much to view the 
improvementa described in it ; he answered me directly in 
good Eoghsh, received me with such cordiality of polite- 
ness, and such expressions of regard for the purport of my 
travels, that he put me perfectly in humour with myself, 
and consequently with all around me. He ordered break- 
fast a I'Angloise ; gave orders for a man to attend us in 
our walk, who I desired might be the oltteat labourer to be 
found of the late marquis de Tourbilly's. I was pleased 
to hear that one was alive who had worked with him from 
the beginning of his improvement. At breakfast Mona. 
de Galway introduced me to hia brother, who also apoke 
English, and regretted that he could not do the same to 
Madame de Galway, who waa in the atraw : he then gave 
me an account of his father's acquiring the estate and 
chateau of Tourbilly. His great-grand -father came to 
Bretagne with Eing James II. when he fled from the 
English throne ; some of the same family are still living 
in the county of Cork, particularly at Lotta. Hia father 
was famous in that province for hia akill in agriculture ; 
and, as a reward for an improvement he had wrought on 
the landeg, the states of the province gave him a waste 
tract in the island of Belleisle, which at present belongs to 
his son. Hearing that the marquis de TouibiUy was totally 
ruined, andhis estates in Anjoutobo sold bytbe creditors, 

' This writer wculdappenr to bfi the (ranslalor of Count GjllBiiliorg'i 
" Elements of Husbnndry," 1770, and spoken of in no polite lemia as 
" Agriculture Mills" in a letter froin John Graf la SmollaU, 1771. 
Mills also iransiated Virgil's " tieorgica," I'SO 
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he viewed them, and finding the land yery iinproTea,ble, 
made the purchase, giving about 15,000 Ionia d'ora for 
Tonrbilly. a price which made the acqnisitioE highly advan- 
tageous, notwithstanding his having bought some law-suits 
with the eatate. It is about 3000 arpenta, nearly contiguous, 
the aeigneury of two parishes, with the haute juttice, &c. a 
handsome, large, and eonvenient chateau, offices very com- 
pleat, and many plantationa, the work of the celebrated 
man concerning whom my enquiries were directed. I was 
almost breathless on the question of so great an improver 
being rained ! " Ton ore unhappy that a man should be 
mined by an art you love so much." Precisely ao. But 
he eased me in a moment, by adding, that if the marquis 
had done nothing but farm and improve, he had never b«en 
ruined. One day, as he was boring to find marl, hia ill 
stars discovered a vein of earth, perfectly white, which on 
trial did not efferveace with acida.' It struck him as an 
acquisition for porcelain — he shewed it to a manufacturer 
it was pronounced excellent : the marquis's imagi- 
nation took fire, and he thought of converting the poor 

village of Tonrbilly into a. town, by a fabric of china 

he went to work on his own account raised buildings 

and got together all that was necessary, except skill 

and capital. In fine, be made good porcelain, was cheated 

by his agents, and people, and at last ruined. A soap 
manufactory, which he established also, aa well as some 
law-auita relative to other estates, had their share in 
causing his misfortunes : his creditors seized the estate, 
but permitted him to administer it till his death, when it 
was sold. The only part of the tale that lessened my 
regret was, that, though married, he left no family ; so 
that bis ashes will sleep in peace, without hia memory being 
reviled by an indigent poaterity. Hia ancestors acquired 
the estate by marriage in the fourteenth century. His 
agricultural improvements, Mona. Galway observed, cer- 
tainly did not hurt him ; they were not well done, nor well 
supported by himself, but they rendered the eatate more 
valuable ; and he never heard that the-y tad brought blm 
into any difficultiea. I cannot but ob%iL^e V*^* that there 

' Kaoliu was disKovpred in France in 17^,, ^^g miignifiiKnt beiU 
near Limoges were discovered by tha wile of ^ . ' .^j liwliit in 1766. 
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Boema a fatality to attend country gentlemen whenever 
they attempt t.rade or manufacture. In England I never 
knew a man of laDded property, with the education and 
habits of landed property, attempt either, but they were 
infallibly ruined ; or if not mined, considerably hurt 
by thsm. Whether it is that the ideas and principles of 
trade have something in them repugnant to the sentiments 
which ought to flow from education — or whether the 
habitual inattention of country gentlemen to small gains 
and savingB, which are the soul of trade, renders their 
success impossible ; to whatever it may be owing, the fact 
is such, not one in a million succeeds. A^culture, in the 
improvemeut of their estates, is the only proper and Inti- 
mate sphere of their industry; and though ignorance renders 
this sometimes dangerous, yet they can with safety attem] 
no other. The old labourer, whose name is Piron (as pi 
pitious I hope to farming as to wit), being arrived, 
sallied forth to tread what to me was a sort of dai 
ground. I shall dwell but little on the particulars: th(_ 
make a much better figure in the Memoire mtr leg defncke- 
mens than at Tourbilly; the meadows, even near the 
chateau, are yet very rough ; the genera) features are 
rough : but the alleys of poplars, of which he speaks in the 
memoirs, are nobly grown indeed, and do credit to his 
memory ; they are 60 or 70 feet high, and girt a foot : the 
willows are equal. Why were they not oak? to have 
transmitted to the farming travellers of another century 
the pleasure I feel in viewing the more perishable poplars 
of the present time ; the causeways near the eaatle must 
have been arduous works. The mulberries are in a state 
of neglect ; Mans. Qalway's father not being fond of that 
culture, destroyed many, but some hundreds remain, and I 
was told that the poor people had made as far as 2B Ibs.-rtf 
silk, but none attempted at present. The meadows had b« " 
drained and improved near the chateau to the amount 
50 or GO arpentfi, they are now rushy, but valuable ii 
a country. JJear them is a wood of Bourdeaus pines, 
35 years ago, and are now worth five or six liv. each. I 
walked into the boggy bit that produced the great cabbages 
he mentioned, it joins a lai^e and most improveable bottom. 
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about 100 arpents in all, and he folded 250 sheep. On our 
return to the chateau, Mons. de Galway, finding what an 
enthusiast I was in agriculture, searched among his papers 
to find a manuscript of the marquis de Tourbillj's, written 
with his own hand, which he had the goodness to make me 
a present of, and which I shall keep amongst my curiosities 
in agriculture. The polite reception I had met from Mons. 
Galway, and the friendly attention he had given to my 
views, entering into the spirit of my pursuits, and wishing 
to promote it, would have induced me very cheerfully to have 
accepted his invitation of remaining some days with him ; 
had I not been apprehensive that the moment of madame 
Gulway's being in bed, would render such an unlooked for 
visit inconvenient. I took my leave therefore in the evening, 
and returned to La Fleche by a different ro9,d*-T^;2SLDiiles. 

The 30th. A quantity of moors to ^e Mansi/ they/ 
assured me at Guerces ." that they are here BD leagues in 
circumference, with no great interruptions. At Le Mans 
I was imlucky in Mons. Toumai, secretary to the Society of 
Agriculture, being absent. — 28 miles. 

October 1. Towards ^i$len9oni® the country a contrast 
to what I passed yesterday ; good land, well inclosed, well 
built, and tolerably cultivated, with marling. A noble 
road of dark coloured, fiton^apparently ferruginous, that 
binds well. Near <^eaumonBs vineyards in sight on the 
hills, and these are the lasif in thus travelling northwards ; 
the whole country finely watered by rivers and streams, yet/^^ 

I. — 30 miles. 

2i. Four miles to ITouant^* of rich herbage, under 
bullocks. — 28 miles. 

The 3d. From Gac^' towards^ Bemay/ Pass the mari- 
shal due de Broglio's chateau at Broglio,® which is sur- 
rounded by such a multiplicity of clipt hedges, double, 
treble, and quadruple, that he must half maintain the poor 
of the little town in clipping. — 25 miles. 

The 4th. Leave Bemay ; where, and at other places in JA 
this country, are many mud walls, made of rich, red loam, - 

> (Sarthe.) * La Guier^Va (SwtAie). 

» (C^ne.) * Beaumoi^t ,,^-5^^^® (Sarttie). 

« Nouans (Sarthe). « Gac^ (^iv" ^ 

7 (Eure.) » Broglie (Eure). TUi^^> .^^xx ft\ai e^U. 
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thatebeci at top, and well planted witli fruit-trees : a h 
TGrj well worth taking for copying in England, where brkl 
and stone are dear. Come to one of the richest conntrii 
in Prance, or indeed in Europe. Thera are few finer Tiei 
than the first of 'Elbeuf,'' from the eminence above i 
which is high ; the town at jaar fe«t in the bottom ; ( 
one side the Seine presents a noble reach, broken by woe ' 
islands, and an immense amphitheatre of hill, ( 
with a prodigious wood, surrounding the whole. 

The 5th. 'To Eouen, where I found the hotel royai,i 
contrast to that dirtj, impertinent, cheating hole 
pomme de pin. Id the evening to the theatre, whi«h is not 
so large, I think, as that of Nantes, but not comparable in 
elegance or decoration; it is eomhre and dirty. Gretty's 
Caravanne de Gaire, the music of which, though too much 
chorus and noise, has some tender and pleasing passages, 
I like it better than any other piece I have heard of that 
celebrated composer. The next morning waited on Mona, 
Soauegatty, professeur de physique dans la SocUte lU 
d^ Agriculture ; he received me with politeness. He h 
considerable room furnished with mathematical and p 
losophieal instruments and models. He explained some^L 
the latt«r to me that are of his own invention, particularly 
one of a furnace for calcining gypsum, which is brought 
here in large quantities from Montmartre." Waited on 
Messrs. Midy, Kossec and Co., the most considerable wool 
merchants in France, who were ao kind as to shew me a 
great variety of wools, from most of the European countries, 
and permitted me to take apedmens. The next morning 
I went to Dametal," whore Mons. Curmer shewed me his 
manufacture. Keturn to Kouen, and dined with Mons. 
Portier, direeteur general des fermes, to whom I had brought 
a letter from the due de la Rochefoucauld. The conversa- 
tion turned, among other subjects, on the want of new 
streets at Rouen, on comparison with Havre, Nantes, and 
Boutdeaux ; at the latter places it was remarked, that a 
merchant makes a fortune in ten or fifteen years, and 
builds away; but at Rouen, it is a commerce of oeconomy, 
in which a man is long doing it, and therefore unable witt 
' (Seine lofcrieure.) ' (Seine Inferieure,) 

^ ' Three miles from BoueQ on the Amiens railway (Si 
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prudence to mako the samo exertiona. Every poraon at 
table ^reed in another jmint which waa discussed, that 
the "Qge pjvip;nj.aa ciTo the^p.QQrefit ilL alt France ; I ui^ed 
the produce Tretng; greater per arpent by far than o£ other 
lands ; they adhered to the fact as one generally known 
and admitted. In the evening at the theatre, Madame dui 
Fresne entertained me greatly ( she ia an excellent actreas^ 
never overdoea her parts, and make one feel by feeling her- 
self. The more I see of the French theatre, the more I am' 
forced to acknowledge the anperiority to our own, in tha 
iiuinl:>er of good performers, and in the paucity of bad, 
ones ; and in the quantity of dancers, singera, and persona; 
on whom the business of the theatre depends, all eata- 
bUshed on a great scale. I remark, in the aentimeota th^ 
are applauded, the aamo generous feelings in the audience 
in Prance, that have many times in England put me in 
good humour with my countrymen. We are too apt to 
hate the French, for myself I see many reasons to be 
pleased with them ; attributing faults very much to theii 
government ; perhaps in our own, our roughness and 
want of good temper are to be traced to the same 
origin. 

The 8th. My plan had for some time been to go directly' 
to England, on leaving Eouen, for the post-ofSces had been 
cruelly uncertain. I had received no letters for aome time 
from my family, though I had written repeatedly to urge 
it; they passed to a person at Paris who was to forward! 
them ; but aome carelessness, or other cause, impeded all, 
at a time that others directed to the towns I paased, came 
regularly ; I had fears tbat some of my family were ill, and 
that they would not write bad news to me in a aituation 
where knowing the worst could have no influence in chang- 
ing it for better. But the desire I had to accept the invi- 
tation to La Eoche Guyon, of the dutchiJBS d' AnviUe'a ani 
the due de la Eochefoucauld, prolongeij ^.^ \oaniey. audi 
set forward on this further excursion. \rtiVT aoVile vieK 

from the road above Eouen ; the cit_^ "^ ^^e «^^ ^'^ *y*^ 
vale, with the river flowing to it perf _^^ Wj, ^ -^ec^atei-mtti 
isles of wood. The other divides intrO^V.^vf '^(tS''^ ^^^^' 
between which the vale is all sprealai ^ D ^ \^^^- *^^^ 
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fArcIi' toXonners' I TiaJ letters for the celebrated 

maimfactiirer Mona. Deyretot, who received me witli a. 
\ - MndneaH that ought to have Home better epithet than 
' polite ; he shewed me his fabric, iinqueationablj the first 
wooUen one in the world, if succeeH, beauty of fabric, and 
an ineihaustible invention to supply with taste all the 
cravings of fancy, can ^ve the merit of such superiority. 
Perfection goes no further than the Vigonia cloths of 
Mens. Decretot, at 110 Uv. (41. IGs. 3d.) the aulne. He 
shewed me also his cotton-mills, under the direction of 
two Englishmen. Near Louviers is a manufacture of 
copper^ptefes for the bottoms of the King's ships; a col ony 
of Engfishmen. I supped with Mens. Decretot, passing a 
very "pteasant^evcnin g in the company of some agreeable 
ladies. — 17 miles. 

The 9th. Byi^iimonf to iVernou]' the vale flat rich 
arable. Among the notes, I had long ago taken of objects 
to see in France, was the plantation of mulberries, and the 
silk establishment of the marechal de Belleisle, at Bissy,' 
near Vernon ; the attempts repeatedly made by the society 
for the eneoura^ment of arts, at London, to introduce silk 
into England, had made the similar undertakings in the 
north of Prance more interesting. I accordingly made all 
the enquiries that were necessary for discovering the suc- 
cess of this meritorious attempt. Bissy is a fine pliLce, 
purchased on the death of the due de Belleisle by the due 
de Penthievre, who has but one amusement, which is that 
of varying his residence at the numerous seats he possesses 
in many parts of the kingdom. There is something rational 
in this taste ; I should like myself to have a score of farms 
from the vale of Valencia to the Highlands of Scotland, 
and to visit and direct their cultivation by turns. From 
Vernon, cross the Seine, and mount tjie chalk hilis again ; 
after which mount again, and tol^ Eoehe Guyon,'.tlie 
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moat Bingiilaj' pla^e I have seen. Maxlame d'Anville and 
the due de la Bochefoucauld received me in a manner that 
would have made me pleased with the place had it been in 
the midst of a, bog. It gave me pleasure to find also the 
duteheaa de \& Eochefoucauld here, with whom I had pasaed 
BO mnch agreeable time at Bagnere de Luchoa, a thoroughly 
good woman, with that simplicity of character which is 
banished by pride of family or foppery of rant. The Abb£ ,■ 
Eochon,' the celebrated astronomer, of the academy of 
Bciences, with some other company which, with the domea- 
ticB and trappings of a grand seigneur, gave La Roche 
Qujon esactly the reaemblance of the residence of a great 
lord in England. Europe is now eo mucKaaaiDipatei that 
if one goes to a house where the fortune is 15 or'20,0001. 
a-year, we shall find iu the mode of living much more re- 
semblance than a young traveller will ever be prepared to 
loot for. — 23 miles. 

The 10th. This is one of the most singular places I have ^ 
been at The chalk roct has been cut perpendicularly, to 
make room for the chateau. The kitchen, which ia a fajge 
one, vast vaults, and exteuaive cellars (magnificently filled 
by the way) with various other offices, are all cut out of the 
rock, with merely fronts of brick ; the house la large, con- 
taining thirty-eight apartments. The present dutcbesa has 
added a handsome saloon of forty-eight feet long, and well 
proportioned, with four fine tablets of the Gobelin tapestry, 
also a library well filled- Here I was shewn the ink-stand 
that belonged to the famous Louvois, the minister of 
Louis XIV, known to be the identical one from which he 
signed the revocation of the edict of Nantea, and I suppose 
also the order to Tureune to bum the Palatinate. This 
marquis de Louvois was grandfather to the two dutchessea 
d'Anville and d'Estissac, who inherited all his fortune, aa 
well as their own family one of the house of La Rochefou- 
cauld, from which family I conceive, and not from Louvois, 
they inherited their dispositions. From the principal apart- 
ment, there is a balcony that leads to tbe vfalka which 
serpentine up the mountain. Like all ^-^jich seats, there 
is a town, and a great potager to remove, ■, to^E ^^ wouVd be 

' Anlhor of "Toyage a Mailamsear et bii-»_ „ Ot'iatitaWs," dirf 

1817. '^^ ^^if* 
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conaooant with Eiigliah ideas. Biasy, the due de Pen- 
tluevre's, ia just the eame ; before the chateau there is a 
gently falling vale with a, little stream through it, that 
might be made any thing of for lawning and waterittg; 
exactly there, in full front of the house, they have placed a 
great kitchen. garden, with walla enough for a fortreBa. 
The houses of the poor people here, aa on the Loire in 
Touraine, are burrowed into the chalk rock, and have a 
iingular appearance : here are two atreets of them, one 
above another ; they are asserted to be wholesom.e, warm 
in winter, and cool in aummer, but others thought diffe- 
reiltly ; and that they were bad for the health of the in- 
habitanta. The due de la Eochefoucauld had the Tdndneas 
to order the ateward to give me all the information I 
wanted relative to the agriculture of the country, and to 
apeak to aueh peraona aa was neeeasary on points that he 
was in doubt about. At an English nobleman's, there 
would have been three or four farmers asked to meet me, 
who would have dined with the family amongat the ladies 
of the firat rank. I do not eia^gerate, when I say, that I 
have had thia at least an hundred times in the first houses 
of our islands. It ia however, a thing that in the present 
state of maunera in France, would not be met with from. 
Calais to Bayonne, except by chance in the house of some 
great lord that had beea much in England,' and then not 
unless it waa asked for. The nobility in Prance have no 
,x^ore idea of practising agriculture, and making it an object 
of converaation, except on the mere theory, aa they would 
speak of a loom or a bowsprit, than of anjr other object the 
most remote from their habits and pursuits. I do not so 
much blame them for this neglect, as I do that herd of 
visionary and absurd writers on agriculture, who, from 
their chambers in cities, have, with an impertinence almoaft 

b incredible, deluged France with nonsense and thee 
enough to disgust and ruin the whole nobility < " 
kingdom. 
The 12th. Part with regret from a society I had ev( 
paaon to be pleaaed vrith. — 35 m ilea, 
I The 13th. The 20 milea to;fiouen)the same featn 
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First new of Bouen sudden and Bhiking ; but the road;jj 
doubling, in order to turn more gently down the hill, pre- 
sents from -an elbow the finest view of a, town I have ever 
seen ; the whole city, with all ifa chnrches and convents. 
and its cathedral proudly rising in the midst, fills the vale. 
The river presents one reach, crossed by the bridge, and 
then dividing into two fine channels, forma a large island 
covered with wood ; the rest of the vale of verdure and 
coltivation, of gardens and habitations, finish the scene, in 
perfect unison with the great city that forms the capital 
feature. Wait on Mona, d'Amboumay, secretary of the 
society of agriculture, who was absent when I was here be- 
fore 1 we had an interesting conversation on agriculture, 
and on the means of encouraging it. I found, from this-i^ I 
very ingenious gentleman, that his plan of using madder 
green, which many years ago niade so much noiae in the 
agricultural world, is not practised at present any where ; 
"but he continues to think it perfectly practicable. In the 
evening to the play, where Madame Cretal, from Paris, 
acted Nina ; and it proved the richest treat I have received 
from the French theatre. She performed it with an inimi- 
table expression, with a tendemeas, a naivete, and an 
elegance withal, that mastered every feeling of the heart, 
against which the piece was wi-itten : her expression is as 
delicious, as her countenance is beautiful ; in her acting, 
nothing overcharged, but all kept within the simplicity of 
nature. The house was crouded, garlands of dowers and 
laurel were thrown on the stage, and she was crowned by 
the other actors, but modestly removed them from her 
head, aa often as they were placed there. — 20 miles. I 

The 14th. Take tiie road to Dieppe. Meadows in the , 
vale well watered, and hay now maHng, Sleep at Tote.'^ — 
17i miles. 

The 15th. 9jo Dieppe. I was lucky ^-noUS^ ^ ^^ ^^^'^ 
passage-boat ready to sail ; go on boarA -Atb- ^ !.Mt\it\i\ 
aure-footed bUnd friend. I shall proliiJ /v ^e^et tide "her 
again, but all my feelings prevent my ^c^^W -^eTmYtaiiice. 

■Without eyes she has carried me iti \Y\1^^l« «1w*''^ 'V.&'W I 

ildB; and for the rest of her Jife sli^. ie^\8,"»e'ao Q^i^sy 
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master than myself ; could I afford it, tliis should be her 
last labour : some ploughing, however, on my farm, she 
will perform for me, I dare say, chearfuUy. 

Landing at the neat, new-built town of Brighthelmstone, 
offers a much greater contrast to Dieppe, which is old and 
dirty, than Dover does to Calais ; and in the castle inn I 
seemed for a while to be in fairy land ; but I paid for the 
enchantment. The next day to lord Sheffield's, a house I 
never go to, but to receive equal pleasure and instruction. 
I longed to make one for a few days in the evening library 
circle, but I took it strangely into my head, from one or 
two expressions, merely accidental, in the conversation, 
coming after my want of letters to France, that I had cer- 
tainly lost a child in my absence ; and I hurried to London 
next morning, where I had the pleasure of finding my alarm 
a false one ; letters enough had been written, but all failed. 
To Bradfield.— 202 miles. 
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MT two preceding joumies had crossed the whole wes- 
tern half of France, in various directions ; and the in- 
formation I had received in making them, had made me as 
much a master of the general husbandry, the soil, manage- 
ment and productions, as could be expected, without pene- 
trating in every comer ; and residing long in various sta- 
tions, a method of surveying such a kingdom as France, 
that would demand several lives instead of years. The 
eastern part of the kingdom remained. The great mass of 
country, formed by the triangle, whose three points are 
Paris, Strasbourg and J([oulins, and the mountainous 
r^on S.E. of the last town, presented in the map an 
ample space, which it would be necessary to pass before I 
coiild have such an idea of the kingdom as 1 had planned 
the acquisition ; I determined to make this third effort, in 
order to accomplish a design which appeared more and 
more important, the more I reflected on it ; and less likely 
to be executed by those whose powers are better adapted , 
to the imdertaking than mine. The meeting of the States 
General of France also, who were now assembled, made it 
the more necessary to lose no time ; for in all himian pro- 
bability, that assembly will be the epoch of a new consti- 
tution, which will have new effects, and, for what I know, 
attended with a new agriculture ; and to have the regal 
sun in such a kingdom, both rise and set without the terri- 
tory being known, must of necessity be regretted by every 
inan solicitous for real political knowledge. The events of 
a century and half, including the brilliant reign of Louis 
XIV. will for ever render the sources of tte French power 
interesting to mankind, and particularly -that its state may 
be known previous to the establishna.^y. i qJ, an improved 
government, as the comparison of the ^*k ttA oi ^^ ^^ ^^^ 
new system will be not a little curiou^^^^jP^wt^ 
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pOWerB, and sung a, duet, that made me for eome momenta 
forget all the sheep and pigs of Bradfield. I was, how- 
ever, much better entertained aft«r it, by BUpping at my 
friend Dr. Buraey'e, and meeting Miss Bnmey; how sel- 
dom it is that we can meet two characters at once in whom 
gteaX celebrity deducts nothing from private amiablenesB j 
how many dazzling ones that we have no desire to live 
with ! give me euch as to great talents, add the qualities 
that mate ua wish to ghvt up doors with them. 

The 3d. Nothing buzzing in my ears but the fete given 

last night by the Spanish ambassador. The best f£te of 

the present period is that which ten millions of people ax^ 

giving to themselves, ^M 

ThefeAstofrpaBonand theBawofsoal. ^M 

The animated feelings of bosoms beating with gratitude 
for the escape of one common calamity, and the thrilling 
hope of the continuance of common blessings. Meet the 
count de Berchtold ' at Mr. Songa's ; a reach ' of good sense 
and important views: — Why does not the Emperor call 
liiiii to his own country, and make him hja prime minister V 
The world will never be well governed till princes know 
their subjects. 

The 4t h. To Dover in the machine, with two merchants 
from StocEEolm, a German and aTBwede; we shall be 
companions to Paris, I am more likely to learn something 
useful from the conversation of a Swede and a Germ 
than from the chance medley Englishmen of a stage-co 
—72 miles. __ _ ^ 

The 5th. Passage to Calais^' 14 hours foi; refiectM 
in a vehicle that does not allow one power to reflect.— 
miles. 

The 6th. A Frenchman and his wife, and a 1 

' Berohtold, Count Ifopold As, a diatinguiahed Ger 
ihropist, born 1T38, died 1809. He travelled fur fifteen yeari i 
I'^nrupe, Asia, and Africa, for the parpoae ofdissenilDatingpliilaiilhn 
tracta, and was one of the most active membera of the Koyal Hai 
Soeiely. He fell a Tictim to his devotion in ftllending the bIcJc 
wounded Austrian soldiera after the bailie of Wagmtn. 

' Keeuh, uaed in a acbse now obsolele—extent of capacity. 
" Ba Bure youraelf and your own resell to linovr." — Posa. 
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teacher from Irelaaid, fuU of foppery and affectation, which 
her own nation did not give her, were our company, with 
a young good-natured raw countryman of hers, at whom 
she played o£E many airs and graces. The man and his 
wife contrived to produce a pack of cards, to banish, they 
said, Venuye of the journey ; but they contrived also to 
fleece the young fellow of five louis. This is the first 
French diligence I have been in, and shall be the last ; they 
are detestable. Sleep at Abbeville. — 78 miles. 

These men and women, girls and boys, think themselves * 
(except the Swede) very cheerful because very noisy ; they 
have stunned me with singing ; my ears have been so tor- 
mented with French airs , that I would almost as soon have 
rode the journey" K[mdK)ld on an ass. This is what the 
French caUgood spirits ; no truly chearf ul emotion in their 
bosoms ; silent or singing ; but for conversation they had 
none. I lose all patience in such company. Heaven send 
me a bhnd mare rather than another diligence ! We were 
all this night, as well as all the day, on the road, and 
reached Paris at nine in the morning. — 102 miles. 

The 8th. To my friend Lazowski, to know where were 
the lodgings I had written him to hire me, but my good 
dutchess d'Estissac would not allow him to execute my 
commission. I found an apartment in her hotel prepared 
for me. Paris is at present in such a fermeftt about the v/ 
States Geg^eraL^ now holding at Versailles, that conversa- h\ 
tiSlT'is absolutely absorbed by them. Not a word of any 
thing else talked of. Every thing is considered, and justly | 
so, as important in such a crisis of the fate of four-and- \ 
twenty millions of people. It is now a serious contention 
whether the representatives are to be called the Commons 
or Tiers Etat ; they call themselves steadily the former, 
while the court and the great lords reject the term with a 
species of apprehension, as if it involved a meaning not 
easily to be fathomed. But this point is of little conse- 
quence, compared with another, that has tept the states 
for sometime in inactivity, the verificat\oti oi their power 
separately or in common. The nobility o^xd ^^ clergy de- 

* The States-General had assembled 5th M"^^ ^ *v\s year, composed 
of 308 representatives of the clergy, 285 of th^"^ ^\^ ^'^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^®^* 
^tat, or Commons (Lalanne). ^0^ ' 
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mand the former, but the Commons steadily refuse it ; 
reason why a circumetaiice, apparently of no great com 
quence, is thus tenaciouBly regarded, is that it may dec* 
their sitting for the future in separate houses or in oi 
Those who are warm for the interest of the people declJ 
that it will be impossible to reform some of the groro' 
abuaes in the state, if the nobility, by sitting in a sepan ^^ 
chamber, shall have a negative on the wishes of the people : 
and that to give such a cefo to the clergy would be still 
more preposterous ; if therefore, by the verification of their 
powers in one chamber, they shall once come together, the 
popular party hope that there will remain, do power aftK '^" 
wards to separate. The nobility and clergy foreaee lj 
same result, and will not therefore agree to it In If 
dilemma it is curious to remark the feelinga of the i 
ment. It is not my business to write i 
passes, but I am intent to catcb, as well as I can, ti^ 
opinions of the day jnost prev^ent. "While I remain ] 
Paris, I shall see people of all descriptions, from \ 
coffee-house poHticians to the leaders in the states; . 
the chief object of such rapid notes as I throw on p^ 
• will be to catch the ideas of the moment ; to compare mf 
afterwards with the actual events that shall happen, <i{ 
afford amusement at least. The most prominent fea1;j 
that appears at present is, that an idea of con 
and common danger does not seem to unite those, wfaufl 
not united, may find themselves too weak to oppose f 
common danger that must a,rise from the people being a' 
sible of a strength the result of ihsir weakness. He Idl 
court, nobility, clergy, army, and parliament, are nearlyfl 
the same situation. All these consider, with equal dread, ^ 
the ideas of liberty, now afloat ; except tie first, who, for 
reasons obvious to those who know his character, troubles 
himself little, even with circumstances that concern his 
power the most intimately. Among the rest, the feeling 
of danger is common, and they would unite, were there a 
head to render it easy, in order to do without the states at 
all. That the commons themselves look for some sucH 
hostile union as more than probable, apjiearB from an idea 
' " Tont t'aTenir de Is France £lAit daoa la B^parolioa aa d 
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wliich gainB ground, that they will find it neceeaary should 
the other two orders continue to unite with them in one 
chamber, to dedare themselves boldly the repreaentativea 
of the kingdom at large, calling on the nobility and clergy 
to tate their places — and to enter upon deliberations of 
business without them, should they refuse it, Allconyer- , 
sation at present is on this topic, but opinions are more 
divided than I should have expected. There seem to be 
many who hate the clei^y so cordially, that rather than 
permit them to form a. distinct chamber would venture on 
a. new system, dangerous as it might prove. 

The 9th. The busineBs going forward at present in the 
pamphlet shops of Paris is incredible. I went to the 
Palais Royal to see what new things were published, and to 
procure a catalogue of all. Every hour produces something 
new. Thirteen came out fo-day, sixteen yesterday, and 
ninety-two last week. We think sometimes that Debrett's 
or Stockdale'a shops at London are crouded, but they are 
mere deserts, compared to Deaein's, and some others here, 
in which one can scarcely squeeze from the door to the 
counter. The price of printing two years ago was from 
27 liv. to 30 liv. per sheet, but now it is from 60 liv. to 80 
liv. This spirit of reading political tracts, they say, spreads 
into the provinces, bo that all the presses of France are 
equally employed. Nineteen- twentieths of these produc- 
'tions are in favour of literty, andcomraonly violent against 
€Ee clergy and nobility ; I have to-day ^Jespoke many of 
this deficription, that have reputation; but enquiring for 
such as had appeared on the other side of the question, to 
my astonishment I find there are but two or three that 
have merit enough to be known. Is it not wonderful, that 
while the press teems with the most level^g and even ' 
seditious principlea, that if put in ex^n^xtio^ would over- , 
turn the monarchy, nothing in reply ■n^*^ ^^"^ '^***' '^^ 
least step is taken by the court to ^'P'^^ ^^^ extieme 
lioentiousneas of publication. It it^^tfti**^ coacewe tte 
spirit that miist thus be raised aiv^ 9^\M ■^'?^*' ^^^ 
tie eofEee-housea in the Palais ^^^^^.^ V^eflflA "3^^ '"^"^ 
Hingular and astonishing spectacl^-vV^ if . '^^.'^t.ft^ 
nded withm, but other espeefani^k^ A ^C\*e*'^*'' '^^^ 
^todows. listening «sa^erfj^ \ *%>^*%««^-^3^ 
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wlio from chairs ur tables harangue each hia little & 
ence: the eagemees with which the; are heard, and i^ 
thunder of applause they receive for every sentiiiieiit ^ 
more than common hardiness or violence against the ^' 
Bent govemment, cannot easily be imagined^ I ua i 
amaieinent at the ministry permitting such nests and hM 
beds of sedition and revolt, which disseminate amongst tiT 
people, every hour, principles that by and by must 1 
opposed with vigour, and therefore it seems little short of 
m^lness to allow the propagation at present. 

The 10th. Every thing conspires to render the present 
period in France critical : the wajit of bread is terriblsi. > 
accounts arrive every moment from the provinces of n' ' " ' 
and disturbances, and calling in thejmilitajy, to p 
the peace of the marfcete. The pric^^ported are the si 
as I found at Abbeville and Amiens 5/ {2\.) a pound for ' 
white bread, and S^f. to if. for the common sort, eaten by 
the poor : these rates are beyond their faculties, and occa- 
ston great misery. At Meudon, the police, that is to say 
the intendant, ordered that no wheat should be sold on the 
market without the j)erBon taking at the same time an 
equal quantity of barley. What a stupid and ridiculous 
regulauou, to lay obstacles on the supply, in order to he 
better supplied ; and to shew the people the fears and 
apprehenajona of government, creating thereby an alarm, 
and raising the price at the very moment they wish to sink 
it. I have had some conversation on this topic with wel^- 1 
informed persons, who have assured me that theprice ii 
usual, much higher than the proportion of the crop d 
manded, and there would have been no real scarcity if S' 
Necker would have let the corn-trade alone ; but hie e" 
of restriction, which have been mere comments on h 
on the legislation of com, have operated more to r. 
price than all other causes together. It appears plai 
me, that the violent friends of the commons aie not cl 
pleased at the high price of com, which seconds thei 
views greatly, and mates any appeal to the common feelii^ 
of the people more easy, and much more to their purpa 
than if the price was low. Three days past, the chamfl 
of the clergy contrived a cunning proposition ; it was 
-.send a deputation to the commons, proposii^ to uaiq 
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GOnuuisBion from tbe three orders to take into coi. 
taon the misery of the people, and to deliberate ol 
meaaa of lowering the grice o£ bread. Thia would h. 
led to the deliberation by order, and not by heads, const 
quently must be rejected, ''DUt unpopnlarly eo from the 
situation of the people : the commons were equally dex- 
trous ; in their reply, they prayed and conjured the clergy 
to join them in the coma^rtiall of the states to dehberate, 
which was no sooner reported at Paris than the clei^ be- 
came douldyiLn~oTrtect of hatred ; and it became a ques- 
tion with the politicians of the Caffs de -Foy,' whether it 
was not Iftwfii for the commons to decree the applica- 
tion of their estates towards easing the distress of the 
people? 

^e 11th. I have been in much company all day, and 
cannot but remark, that there seem to be no settled ideaa 
of the best means of forming a new constitution. Tester- . 
day the Abb^ Syeyes ' made a motion in the house of 
commons, to declare boldly to the privileged orders, that 
if they will not join the commons, the latter will proceed 
in the national business without them ; and tbe house de- 
creed it, with a small amendment. This causes much con- 
versation on what will he the consequence of such a pro- 
ceeding ; and oa the contrary, on what may flow from the 
nobility and clergy continuing steadily to refuse to join the 
commons, and should they so proceed, to protest against 
all they decree, and appeal to the Tfing to dissolve the 
states, and recal them in such a form as may be practica ble . 
for business. In these most interesting discussions, J fadHC^ 
a general ignofaiice~df 'the principres of government; -' '*^ 
i^iSigfijJid 'unaccountable appeal, on one side, ■ ■ " " 
pfisionary rights of nature ; and, on the other, 
plan that shall give security to the people for being 
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famous pamphlet ^,.er writtan, baean hia 
political cBTeer aa a pioneer of democracy, Btid „ j^^ il as »n »pusl-lfi ol 
aespotiam. He loled the dettlh of the king, hi,. "Z.ii« to" "^ Wke care 
at his own head. His mmim was " Vi.re.'> ^ ^'%Sm W^Belt com- 
^lely during the Terror, he Bpptared again ^ ve **^" «nAe' ttie 
Directorv, and was the main abettor of Nspol ^ \i(, ^'^ ,ve C««S 'i'WW o' 
the 18th Bcninalre. Died IB 36. '*'6i^"to»^ 
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1 future in a much better situation than hitherto ; a security 
^ ^hanluteiv aeceBaaa;j. But the nobility, with the principles 
of great lords thatl converse with, are most disgUBtingly 
tenacious of all old rights, however hard they may bear on 
the people ; they will not hear of giving way in the least 
to the spirit of hbertj, beyond the point of paying equal 
land-taxes, which they hold to be all that can with reason 
be demanded. The popular party, on the other hand, seem 
to consider all liberty as depending on the privileged elaaaes 
being lost, and outroted in the order of the commona, at 
least for making the new constitution ; and when I urge 
the great probability, that should they once unit«, there 
will remain no power of ever separating them ; and that 
in such case, they will have a very questionable constitu- 
tion, perhaps a very bad one ; I am always told, that the 
first object must be for the people to get the power of 
doing good ; and that jt is no ailment against such a 
conduct to urge that an ill use may be made of it. But 
among such men, the common idea is, that any thing teaC 
ing towards a separate order, like our house of lords,, j 
absolutely inconsistent with liberty ; all v rhich t 
fe ctly w iM_and .unfounded . 

The i2th. To the royal society of agriculture, wHcff 
meets at the hotel de vUle, ajid of which being an associe, I 
voted, and received a, jetton, which is a small medal given 
to the members, every time they attend, in order to induce 
them to mind the business of their institution ; it is the 
same at all royal academies, &c,, and amounts, in a year, 
to a considerable and ill-judged espence ; for what good ia 
to be expected from men virho would go only to receive 
their jetton, ? Whatever the motive may be, it seems well 
attended : near thirty were present ; among them Par- 
mentier, vice-president. Cadet de Vaux, Fourcroy, Tillet, 
Desmarets, Brouasonet, secretary, and Cret^ de Falieul, a 
whose farm I was two years ago, and who is the onlypm 
tical farmer in the society. The secretary reads the titl 
of the papers presented, and gives some little account 4 
them ; but they are not read unless particularly interaq 
ing, then memoirs are read by the members, or reports J 
references j and when they discuss or debat«, there is ]r 
^order, but all speak together as in a warm private c 
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satioD. The AbW Keynal^ has given them 1200 liv. (521. 
10s.) for a premium on some important subject ; and my 
opinion was asked what it should be given for. Give it, I 
replied, in some way for the introduction of turnips.* But 
that they conceive to be an object of impossible attain- 
ment ; they have done so much, and the government so 
much more, and all in vain, that they consider it as a 
hopeless object. I did not tell them that all hitherto done 
has been absolute folly ; and that the right way to begin, 
was to undo every thing done. I am never present at any 
societies of agriciilture, either in France or England, but I 
am much in doubt with myself whether, when best con- 
ducted, they do most good or mischief ; that is, whether 
the benefits a national agriculture may by great chance 
owe to them, arS^ Mt tftbfft'^an counterbalanced by the 
harm they effect ; by turning the public attention to f rivi- 
lous objects, instead of important ones, or dressing impor- 
tant ones in such a garb as to make them trifles? The 
only society that coidd be really useful would be that 
which, in the culture of a large farm, should exhibit a per- 
fect example of good husbandry, for the use of such as 
would resort to it ; consequently one that should consist 
solely of practical men; and then query whether manv^^ 
good cooks would not spoil a good dish. The ideas of \^S> I 
public on the great business going on at Versailles change / 
daily and even hourly. It now seems the opinion, that the / 
commons, in their late violent vote, have gone too far;/ 
and that the union of the nobility, clergy, army, parlia- 
ment, and King, will be by fjar too many for them ; such 
an union is said to be in agitation ; and that the count 
d'Artois, the Queen, and the party usually known by her 
name, are taking steps to effect it, against the moment 
when the proceedings of the commons shall make it neces- 
sary to act with unity and vigour. The abolition of the 

^ The brilliant, but somewhat unscmpoloua >aft\ut,cx:peUed\ua order 
for free theological views. Although latterly f o<iouB to tihe "Revolu- 
tions, Raynal escaped the Terror, and die<J ^"^ -^ n^S. Charlotte 
Corday delighted in his writings. ^K)^^ 

^ Arthur Young's enthusiasm on the subj^ ^v^*^^^^ ^^^^^7 

stood when we remember that this invalv»^v e ^^^ctvt ^«a ^<>^ ^^*^^" 
vated as food for cattle till the latter part a^SVvy^ e^? ceVvV^rj- 
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fparliamenta is common conTersatios among tbe pop< 
I leaders, aa a step essential]}' necessarj ; because, wluk t 
I exist, tbey are tribvmals to which the court can liave resoi 
I should they be inclined to take any Bt«p gainst the exis- 
tence of the BtateH : those bodies are alarmed, and Bee with 
de«p regret, that their refusal to register the rojal edicts, 
, has created a power in the nation not only hostile, but 
dangerous to their own existence. It is now verj well 
known and understood on all hands, that should the Sing 
get rid of the states, and govern on any tolerablejirincipleB, 
all the edicts would be eure^atered by all the parliaments. 
In the dilemma and apprehensiotTm— the moment, the 
I jfeople look eery much to the due d'Oneaus,' as to a head ; 
but with palpable and general ideas of distrust and want 
of confidence ; they regret his character, and lament that 
they cannot depend ou him in any severe and difficult trial: 
they conceive him to be without steadiness, and that hia 
greatest apprehension is to be exiled from the pleasures of 
1 Foria, and tell of many littlenesses he practised before, to 
be recalled from banishment. They are, linwi-vpr u^toj^Hf 
withoiit.a.head, that they are contented to look to^m as 
flhe ; afloare highly pleased with what is every moment 
reported, that he ia determined to go at the head of a party 
of the nobility, and verify their powers in common with 
the commons. _ Ail agree, that had he firmness, in addition 
to his vast revenue of seven millions (306,2501.) and ton 
more (176,0001.) in reversion, after the death of his fathffl^ 
in-law, the due de Fenthievie,'' he might, at the head q 
the popular cause do any thing. 
The 13th. In the momingto the King's library,' whid 

' Here Ib a portrait of Fbilippc EgatidS bj a, uoctemparary. 
due, Sana talents, dgizrie par une vie crspuleuae, par □aaaTidilid'srgeoIi J 
r^prSlienslble dans un parEiculier, honteuse, avillissante dans un prine^fl 
uvait touB los vices qui font hair lea crimes, et n'lvait pas r — ' — 
iti 1 illuatrent enqueJque sorts au:i jeuiide la pa 
imer ce coiiarre moral, Ini doouer ano apparente loloiiui ; » 
le pouvoir supreme sons le aom de lieatenaat g^o^nu i 
II'. lout I'argent du IrSsor pnblic & sa diaposition, et daoi n 
rju'il ne ticndrait qu'k lui ue rapprocber, la coaronne poar K 
—Mciiioirei du Marguu dt Ferricrei, p. 9, Paris, 1880. 
The Duo de Panthifirro was grandsMi of Louis XIV. and Id 
lonrvHiiiin, undaon of the Count of 7cnilouse. 
TUe Bibliothiiiiue Nationuto, Bue de Richelieu. 
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I had. not seen when before at Paris ; it is a vast apart- 
ment, and, as all the world knows, nobly filled. Every 
thing is provided to accommodate those who wish to read 
or transcribe — of whom there were sixty or seventy pre- 
sent. Along the middle of the rooms are glass cases, con- 
taining models of the instruments of many trades pre- 
served for the benefit of posterity, being made on the most 
exact scale of proportion ; among others the potter, founder, 
brickmaker, chymist, <fec., <fec., and lately added a very 
large one of the English garden, most miserably imagined ; 
but with all this not a plough, or an iota of agriculture ; 
yet a farm might be much easier represented than the 
garden they have attempted, and with infinitely more use. 
I have no doubt but there may arise many cases, in which 
the preservation of instruments unaltered, may be of con- 
siderable utility; I think I see clearly, that such a use 
would result in agriculture, and if so, why not in other 
arts ? These cases of models, however, have so much the 
air of childrens' play-houses, that I would not answer for 
my little girl, if I had her here, not crying for them. At 
the dutchess of d'Anville's, where meet the archbishop of 
Aix,^ bishop of Blois,' Prince de Laon, and due and dut- 
chess de la Eochefoucauld, the three last of my old Bag- 
nere de Luchon acquaintance, lord ^ and lady Oamelford, 
lord Eyre,* &c., &c. 

All this day I hear nothing but anxiety of expectation / 
for what the crisis in the states will produce. The embar- 
rassment j)f_the_mgment_is_extreme. Every one agrees - 
that there is no ministry : the Queen is closely connecting 
herself with tha party of the princes, with the count 
d'Artois at their head ; who are all so adverse to Mons. 
Necker that every thing is in confusion : but the Eing, 

' The Archbishop of Aix was a staunch upholder of the supremacy 
the Church, and headed the refractory clergy after the decrees of June 
and July, 1790. 

* The Bishop of Blois was replaced by an ** ^va^,,^ oonstvtuUonel" in 
1790. ^^ 

^ Thomas Pitt, nephew of the first Earl ,.^ /-tViftO^^'BJii, wxtXioT o( 
« Tracts on the American War." ^t C^^* 

* Sir James Eyre, afterwards Baron of the ^ gt. ^^ ^"^^^ ^^® 
of the commissioners of the Great Seal, afterwZ!-X%.^ oOt^ci ^x«!^^s»^^^* 
Common Pleas. ^>^i\VV\>>® 
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I' who is personally the houesUist man in the world, has but 
one widi, which is to do right i/fet, being without those 
decisive parte that enable a man to foresee difficulties and 
to avoid them, iinds himself in a moment of such extreme 
I perplexity, that he knows not what council to take refuge 
I in Lit is said that Mons. Keeker is alarmed for hia power, 
' and anecdote reports things to his disadvantage, which 
probably are not true : — of his trimmipg — and attempting 
to connect himself to the Abb^ de Vermont,' reader to the 
Queen, and who has great influence in all affairs in which 
he chuses to interfere ; this ia hardly credible, as that 
pa£ty are known to bo exceedingly adverse to Mons. 
NecKer; and it is even said, that, as the count d'ArtoiB, 
Madame de Folignac,'aad a few others were, but two days 
ago, walking in the private garden of Versailles they met 
Madame Necker, and descended even to hissing : if half 
this is true, it is plain enough that this minister must 
speedily retire. ^All who adhere to the antient constitution, 
or rather government, consider him as their mortal enemy ; 
they assert, and truly, that ho came in under circumstances 
that wo^lld have enabled him to do every thing he pleased — 
he had king and kingdom at command — but that the errors 
he was guilty of, for want of some settled pla^have be«Q. 
the cause of all dilemmas experienced since. L-^They accuse 
him heavily of assembling the notables, as a mlse step that 
did nothing but mischief: and assert that his letting the 
king go to the states -general, before their powers were 
Uraified, and the necessary steps taken to keep the orders 
Bpparate, after giving double the representation to the tien 
IB) that of the othec two orders, was madness, i' That lu 
ought to have appointed commissaries to have received tij^B 
verification before admittance : they accuse him furthe^^H 

' " Ancien pr£<»ptenT et conseilleT intime de Marie Antomelte, petS 
tepteurqui nelui avait rien appTiB. conseiUerqui ne lai donnait — jimkit 
que de pemicieux uris, rrsi Maurepus de Marie Antuinette, ausai ^gotite 
ettnoinsHagiu«queleMat miniatre de LouiiXVI. H. Martin, tdI. xri, 
p. 555. The AbW de Vermont very prudently quitted France aftec the 
ialUftbcBB9[iile. 

' Tbn Duke and Duchess de FulignBc, afler Imving reeeiipd coanttew 
honours, privileges, and aubstantial farotira from Lonis XVI. and the 

Saeen, were the tint to desert them. Like the Abbi de Vermont, (bey 
ed after the 14th Julf, ITSfl. J 
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liaving done all this tkrougli an excessive and insufferable 
Yllifi7 which gave liJm the iilea of guiding the delibera- 
tion of the states by his knowledge and reputation. The 
character of a man, drawn by his enemies, must neces- 
sarily be charged ; but these are his features here, of which 
all parties recogniztf some truth, however rejoiced they 
may be that error was a part of his constitution. It is ex- 
pressly asserted by M.Necker'a 'most intimate friends, that 
he has act«d with good faith, and that he has been in 

firinciple a friend to t^e regal power, as well as to an ame- 
ioration of the condition of tho people. The worst thing 
I kuow of him is his speech to the state? on their assem- \ 
bling, — a great opportunity, but lost, — no great leading or 
masterly viewa^jr^o decision on circumstances in which 
the people ought to be relieved, and new principles of 
govemment adopted ; — it is the speech you would expect 
from a banker's clerk of some ability. Concerning it there . 
is an anecdote worth inserting; he knew his voice would 
not enable him to go through the whole of it, in so large a 
room, and to so numerous an assembly ; and therefore he 
had spoken to Mens, de Broussonet, of the academy of 
sciences, and secretary to the royal society of agriculture, 
. to be in readiness to read it for him. He had been pre- 
sent at an annual general meeting of that society, when 
Mens, Broussonet ha,i read a discourse with a powerful 
piercing voice, that was_hfiard distinctly to the greatest 
distance. This gentleman attended him several times to 
take his instructions, and be sure of understanding the in- 
terlineations that were made, even after the speech was 
finished. M. Broussonet vras vrith him the evening before 
the assembly of the states, at nine o'clock : and next day, 
when he came to read it in pubhc. he found stiU mora cor- 
rections and alterations, which Mons. Necker had made 
after quitting him ; they were chiefly in stile, and shew 
how very solicitous he was in regard to the form and deco- 
ration of his matter: the ideiyw in my opinion wanted this 
attention more than ffie stile. Mojis "gTOMsaonet himsell 
told me this little anecdote. This rJ -miXi^ ™ ^^ statet 
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three cnreeap f PofUm hare joined themselres to the com- 
moos, lOT t&e Terifieation of thar povov, and were re- 
ceived with a kind of madnees ot appose: and this eren- 
ing at Pam nothii^ dae is talked of. The uoUes hare 
been all da; in debate, withoot comii^ to'ao/ condnaoD, 
ear] have adjooraed to HobSaj. 

T ha 1 4th. To the king's garden, where Mons. ^^Moin 
bad the'goodDeH to shew me some smaU eipeiiments be 
hha made on plants that promise greatlj for the &nner, 
psrticnlarlj the latAynu frteMRM,' and the mdilotmt sjierios,' 
Jiiaek now maJie an immense fignre for forage ; both are 
biennial ; bat will last three or four veats if not seeded ; 
the AchiOaa tyberiea promises weQ, and an aMragaliu ; be 
has promised me seeds. The Chinese hemp has perfected 
its seeds, which it bad not done before in Franoe.* !nie 
more I see of Mons. Thooin the better I like him, be is one 
of the most amiable men I know. 

■' To the repository of the roval machines, which Mons. 

L Tandermond shewed and explained to me with great readi- 

\ ness and politeness. What struck me most was Mons. 

\ Tancus^n's machine for making a chain, which I was told 
\Mr, Watt of Bimiingham admired very much, at which 
Wy attendants seemed not displeased Another for making 
khe cogs indented in iron wheels. There is a chaff cutter, 
from an English original ; and a model of the nonsensical 
plongb to go without horses, these are the only ones in 
agricnltnre. Ma.ny of very ingenious contrivance for wind- 
ing silk, ic. In the evening to the theatre FraBcowe, the 

= I have WDoe cnltivBte^ fhete pUnts in imall qnuitjlias, and belicTe 
tbrm lo be & Terr importuit object. — .Auiiot'i yoU. 

' An eminent botsDist bu kindly eiocidated this p&snge : — " A yery 
(a\\ list of tbe pluiu in cnltiruioo at Paris was pabUsbed bjr Deifbi)- 
lainfs. first editiOD, 1804. Oon (Bajal Herbarium, Kew) is tbe Ibird 
•dilion, and is ctUled ' Caulogns Flantarom Horti B^ PariH«nsis,' 
Wl^. Hurldi recii eridenllf means tbe Jardin diet Pbuitei. I find no 
mentioD of aiij Latbjras biennis, and sbonld giirss tbat it meani 
Lalhjmi caliiDi (Cbiikling Veldi). Tbere is also named a Meiiiotos 
SiberJEi. af^erwanls called Medicafto Sibcrin bj De Caodolle, bat it ia 
unklMiWD to the last antbor of a Russian flora. Achillea Siberiei Is a 
war ally of our common Eoglish AthillM Plannica (Sneeiewort). 
Astragalu* ma^ well baie been some specimen of tint xerj large 

Siut. Cbiuese hemp is eridcDtljone of (be many raneties of (^ana- 
Ma ■ 
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Siege of Calais, by Mona. de Belloy, not a good, but & 
popular performa.nce, -v 

It is now decided by the popular leaders, tliat they will 
move to-morrow to declare all tases illegal not raised by 
authority of the states general, bat to grant them imrae- 
diately for a term j either for two years, or for the dura- 
tion of the present session of the states. This plan is 
highly approved at Paris by all the friends of liberty j and 
it ia certainly a rational mode of proceeding, founded on 
just prindplea, and will involve the court ia a great 
dilemma. ■ 

, The 15th. This has been a rich day, and such an one 
'as ten years a^ none could believe would ever arrive in 
France ; a very important debate being expected on what, 
in our house of commons, would bo termed the state of 
the nation. My friend Mons. Lazowski and myself were at 
Versailles by eight in the morning. We went immediately 
to tte tall of the states to eecnre good seats in the gallery ; 
we found some deputies already there, and a pretty nume- 
rous audience collected. The room is too large ; none but 
stentorian lungs, or the finest clearest voices can be heard ; 
however the very size of the apartment, which admits 
2000 people, gave a dignity to the scene. It was indeed 
an interesting one. The spectacle of the representatives of 
twenty-five millions of people, just emei^ng from the evils 
of 200 years of arbitrary power, and rising to the blessings 
of a freer constitution, assembled with open doors under 
the eye of the public, was framed to call into animated 
feelings every latent spark, every emotion of a liberal 
bosom. To banish whatever ideas might intrude of their 
being a people too ofton hostile to my own country, — and 
to dwell vrith pleasure on the glorious idea of happiness to 
a great nation — of felicity to mUlions yet unborn. Mons. 
I'Ahbj SyeyPB opened the debate, ■&„ ia one ot the most 
zealous sticklers for the popular ca^v. . carries his ideas 
ndt to a regulation of the presen^^ "^0 ' juaent, -which he 
thinks too bad to be regulated at (.-.feo''^ v -^ishea to see it 
absolutely overturned ; being ia fj-^iA V)'*, -Wi^'s-^ob't^- 
this is the character hecommonly \'Wi <y^'-»"^^*'S*^^a 
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letfl he seems pretty much toi,-.*^A * *>* u «o- '^^-'^ ■ °^ 
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rather reads so, for he read hia speech, which was prepared. 
QiB motion, or rather string o£ motiona, was to declare 
^emselvea the representati(fes known and verified of the 
^^^nch nation, admitting the right of aU absent deputies 
(the nobility and clergy) to be received among them on the 
verification of their powers. Mona. de Mirabeau spoke 
without notes, for near an hour, with~a warmth, animation, 
and eloquence, that entitles him to the reputation of an 
undoubted orator. Se opposed the words known and 
verified, in the proposition of Abbe Syejes, with great 
force of reasoning ; and proposed, in lieu, that they should 
declare themselvea simply Bepresentaiivee du peuple Fnm- 
eoUe : that no veto should exist against their resolves in 
any other assembly : that ail taiea are illegal, but should 
be granted during the present aeaaion of the states, and no 
longer :tthat the debt of the king ahould become the debt 
of the nation, and be secured on funds accordingly. Mons. 
de Mirabeau was well heard, and his [proposition much 
applauded. Mons. de Mounier,^ a deputyfrom Daophine, 
of great reputatioif, and who has also pubUshed some 
pamphlets, very well approved by the public, moved a 
different resolution to tieclare themselvea the legitimate 
ropresentatives of the majority of the nation : that they 
|Mould vote by head and not by order; and that they should 
never acknowledge any righiTin the representatives of the 
clergy or nobility to deliberate separately. Mons. BalAud. 
St. Etienne," a protestant from Languedoc, also 
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' Mounier (Jea 
NerlcRr, is a leading figur _ _ 

his proposition, the members of the Tiers Etat took the oelebrBt^d OBth 
of the Jou de Pnume. He was in favoar of a ronatitntional iDonarchy 
□n the English model, but retired from Ihe nasembl; when all hopes of 
an nnderaliLnding between the court and the nation were at an end. 

• Rabaiid St. Etienne xas one oF the flrst I'rateatant ministers in 
FraiK'eib"eJierc[se "Bia newli' Bc(]uired civil rights. Imbned with the 
revolutionary spiril, jet an eloquent pleader for la», order, and mercy, 
he tell a victim to his generous defence of niyaltj. In the letlen of 
Helen Maria Williuns (1799) she ilius describes bim i — "Afeiv weeks 
after our relea^ from prison llubsiid St. Etienne was pnt to death. Ht 
was one of the most enlightened and virtuous men whom the revolution 
hud called forth, and had acquired general esteem by his conduct as a 
k'^islalor, and considerable repulaliun by his tnletita as a, writer. I tax g 
that memorable day (the expulsion nf the Girondins fl-oni d^^ 
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who has written in the present affairs, and a, maji of con- 
Biderable taleotB, spoke also, and made hia proposition, 
which was to dedare themselves the representatives of the 
people of France ; to declare all taxes null ; to r^rant 
tbem during the sitting of the states ; to verify and con- 
solidate the debt ; and to vote a loan. All which were well 
approved eicept the loan, which was not at all to the feel- 
ing of the aasembly. This gentleman speate clearly and 
with precision, and only passages of his speech from notes. 
Mons. BemUrve,' a very youngman, from Grenoble, spoke 
without notes with great warmth and animation. & 
of hia periods were so well rounded, and ao eloquently de- 
livered, that he met with much applause, several members 
crying — bravo ! 

In regard to their general method of proceeding, there 
are two circumstances in which they are very deficient : 
/^e spectators in the galleries are allowed to interfere in 
the debates by clapping their hands, and other noisy ei- 
pressions of approbation: this is grossly indecent; it is 
also dangerous ; for, if they are permitted to espress appro- 
bation, they are, by parity of reason, allowed expressions of 
dissent; and they may hiss as well as clap; which it is 
said, they have sometimes done : — this would be, to over- 
rule the debate and influence the deliberations. /Another 
circumstance, is the want of order among themselves ; 
mofe than once to-day thei-e were an hundred members o 
their legs at a time, and Mons, Bailly '' absolutely without 

convention) filleii with deepiiir, not so much from tbe losa of his own 
life, which he considered inevitable, as for that of the liberty of his 
conntry , now fulUng under the vilest deapotlBm." Betrayed b; a friend, 
he was guillotiued 1(93. 

' Bamgyfl , 1781'IT93. Ardent revolutionary i ^'^^ cUWalrous gen- 
tlemnn, depaied by the assembly to meet t\.a paVVa-''^ royal fujnily at 
Epemny and escort tbem to Paris. Barn^ , '^ 'p^patWes were eioUed 
by the sufferings of the prisoners, and iti , * ^ *"^ .n sMe l^iew taes Yia 
lost hia own, Wliw irony is lent to Bu^yf ywg ,ia?er'>'^'-'™^S J;"" I 
careers of such men as Bamave and Haba^V f9i'??,\BW^'- T-','™"'"'? 
thousand swonla did not luap from tbei^**.tlV **,» V>»'*«''SP'"^„ 
M a look ibat threatened Marie Anloj^ C, ^V^ **^^''^'SiX'^ 
ambitmna, and generous patriots were cu,^*Xw>.,.\> fto-«« " vfrJumi. 
for having interceded on behalf of ntyaU^ *>A^^^ ^ ^O^^l^nrtii" 

» Bailly. Jean Sylvain, mo™ fairi;*V^>i^ ^^ t ^"^^M^- 
KationalAEsemblj,andfir8lMflyororiJ^lv^ -,<» /<^''^A^*^^"''''^ | 
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power to keep order. This arises very niueh from complex 
motions being admitted ; to move a declaration relative to 
their title, to their powers, to taxes, to a loan, &c. &c all 
in one propoaitiott, appears to Bnghah ears preposterous, 
and certainly is so. Specific motions, founded on single 
and simple propositions, can alone produce orderin debate; 
for it is endless to have five hundred members declaring 
their reasons of assent to one part of a complex proposi- 
tion, and their dissent to another part. A debating 
assembly should not proceed to any business whatever till 
they have settled the rules and orders of their proceedings, 
■which can only be done by taking those of other expe- 
rienced assemblies, confirming them as they find useful, 
and altering such as require to bo adapted to different 
circumstances. The rules and orders of debate in the 
house of commons of England, as I ^terwards took tbo 
liberty of mentioning to Mons. Eabaud^t. Etienne, might 
have been taken at once in Mr, Hatael's' book, and would 
have saved them at least a fourth of their time. They 
adjourned for dinner. Dined ourselves with the due de 
^"tiftocourt, at his apartments in the palace, meeting twenty 
deputies. — I sat by M. Eaband St. Etienne, and had much 
conversation with him ; they all speak with equal confi- 
dence on the fall of despotism. The foresee, that attempts 
very adverse to the spirit of liberty will be made, but the 
spirit of the people is too much excited at present to be 
crushed any more. Tinding that the question of to-day's 
debate cannot be decided to-day, and that in all probability 
it will be unfinished even to-morrow, as the number that 
will speak on it is very great. Betum in the evening to 
Paris. 

The 16th. To Dugny, ten miles from Paris, again with 
Mons. de Broussonet, to wait on Mons. Crete do Palieul, 
the only practical farmer in the society of agricultuifc. 
Mons. Broussonet, than whom no man can be i 
for the honour and improvement of agriculture, 



was born 1736, Guillotined 1793. Thia single-minded patriot furf« 
hia papulantj for baving allowed the National Guard lo fire oiT 
lienple in 1791 when riotouaij demanding "la d^ilidanco.'' Bal 
Ijreat " History of Astronomy" was published io Faris, 1773-B7. 
' Halsell'i " Prei^denta of the Uoose of Commons." 
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rous that 1 should witness the practice and improvements of r 
a gentleman who stands so high in the list of good French 
farmers. Called first on the brother of Mons. Cretd who 
at present has the j^oste, and consequently 140 horses ; 
walked over his farm, and the crops he shewed me of ■ - 
wheat and oats were on the whole very fine, and some of 
them superior; but I must confess I should have been 
better pleased with them if he had not had his stables so 
well filled with a view different from that of the farm. 
And to look for a course of crops in France is vain ; he 
sows white com twice, thrice, and even four times in suc- 
cession. At dinner, &c. had much conversation with the 
two brothers, and with some other neighbouring cultivators 
present on this point, in which I recommended either 
turnips or cabbages, according to the soil, for breaking 
their rotations of white com. But every one of them, 
except Mons. de Broussonet, was against me ; they de- 
manded. Can we sow wheat after turnips and cabbages ? 
On a small portion you may with great success ; but the 
time of consuming the greater part of the crop renders it 
impossible. That is sufficient, if we^ cannot sow wheat after 
them, they cannot he good in France, This idea is every- 
where nearly the same in that kingdom. 1 then said, that 
they might have half their land under wheat and yet be 
good farmers ; thus ; — 1. Beans ; — 2. Wheat ; — 3. Tares ; 
4. Wheat; — 5. Clover; — 6. Wheat; — ^this they approved 
better of, but thought their own courses more profitable. 
But the most interesting circumstance of their farms is the 
chicory (chicorium intybvs)} I had the satisfaction to find, 
that Mons. Cret^ de Palieul had as great an opinion of it 
as ever ; that his brother had adopted it ; that it was very 
flourishing on both their farms; and on those of their 
neighbours also : I never see this pla«t» ^^^ ^ congratulate 
myself on having travelled for sotvv +\\Vug more tTian to 
write in my closet : and that tK . ^-o&^^^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ 
England would alone, if no othe^^ ^P" nv \^^ ^o^^^ ^^^^^ 
one man's existence, have been en Va^^ /% ^^"^ )i\i^^^^ ^^ 
not live in vain. Of this excelletw ^V^W "^ oS^^""^"" ^ 

experiments on it, more elsewh^;3* 'Oi?) \)i 

' Wild chicory ^ V<^ 
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The l?th. All conversation on the motion of l^bb^'l 
Syeyes being accepted, yet that of the Count de Miiabean^ 
better relished. But his character is a dead weight npon^f 
huu ; there is a suHpidon that he has received. lOOiOOOlB 
liv, from the Queen ; a bbnd, improbable report ; ' for biBW 
conduct would in every probability be very difEerent ha/S 
any such transaction taken place : but when a man's li& 
has not passed free from gross errora, to use the mildest ' 
langua^, auspicions are ever ready to fix on him, even 
when he is as free from what ought at the moment to give 
the imputation as any the most immaculate of their patriots. 
This report brings out others from their lurking holes ; 



ion, the anecdotes of the 
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that he published, at her inatigati 
court of Berlin ; and that the kf 
the causes of that publication, ci 
Madame de la Motte all over Germany. Such £ 
eternal tales, suapicions, and ImprobabilitieB for wbi(^ 
Paris has always been so famous. One clearly, howevei 
gathers from the complexion of conversation, even on tbi 
most ridiculous topics, provided of a public nature, how 
far, and for what reason, confidence is lodged in certa * 
men. In every company, of every rank, you hear of t 
count de Mirabeau's talents j that he is one of the firrt 
pens of Prance, and the firj t .orator ; and yet that he coold 
not carry from confi3ence six votes on any question in the 
states. His writings, however, spread in Paris and the 
provinces: he publisheda journal of the states, writtenft ~ 
a few days with such force, and such severity, that it v 
silenced by an express edict of government. This ii 
tributed to Mons. Necker, who was treated in it with e 
little ceremony, that his vanity was ■wounded to the quick. 
The number of subscribers to the journal was such, that 
I have heard the profit, to Mons. Mirabeau, calculated at 
80,000 liv. (3,5001.) a year. Since its suppression, ' 
publishes once or twice a week a small pamphlet, to anai 

' Boports Terified taler. " In Che heginnLngorthajearlTSOMirabei 
entered into ralulionB with Ihe i^oDrt, and jiledgedbimself to its iiiterana 
ill conHideratioQ of a large bribe." — IaIbjiiio. S?e for mut;h light on 
thisBuhject the MiSmoires de Ferrieres, and Mdtnoirea do Moallosier, 
The first inlerriew between Mirabeau and Iho king and queen ttxJi. 
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the same purpose of giving an account of the debates, or 
rather observations on them, entitled 1, 2, 3. &c. Zeitre det 
Gomte de Miraheau a see Gommettang, -which, though violent, 
Barcastic, and severe, the court- has not thought proper to _ 
atop, reapecting, I suppose, its title. It is a weak andi/l 
EuiBerable conduct, to single out aoj particular publication 
for prohibition, while the preaB groans with innumerable 
productions, whose tendency is absolutely to overturn the 
i_ pr esent government ; to permit such pamphlets to be cir- 
culated all over the kingdom, even by the posts and dili- 
gences in the hands of government, is a blindness and 
folly, from which there are no effects that may not be e 
pected. In the evening to the comic opera ; Italian mas 
Italian words, aild Italian performers ; and the applause so 
incessant and rapturous, that the ears of the French must 
be changing apace. What could Jean Jacques have said, 
could he have been a witness to such a spectacle at 

I iX.'The 18th. Yesterday the commons decreed themselves, 
' m consequence of the AbW Syeyes's amended motion, the 
title of AMen^le&_Naiio7iale\ and also, considering them- 
selves then in actiSity," tEe iUegality of all taxes ; but 
granted them during the session, deciding that they would, 
without delay, deliberate on the oonsS&dating of the debt; , 
and on the relief of the misery of the people. These steps 
give great spirits to the violent partisans of a new consti- 
tution, but amongst more sober minds, I see evidently an | 
apprehension that it will prove a precipitate measure. It 
is a violent step, which may be taken hold of by the court, 
and converted veiy much to the people's disadvantage. 
The reasoning of Mons. de Miraheau against it was forcible 
and just — Sije voulvia employer contra les autres motiojis lea 
armes dont on ee sert pour attaqutr \n^ «iiew«e- Tie pourroiB- 
je pas dire a, wiontour: de quelque »^ iiieTC q.iie uotis-BOus 
guaiiftez qite voua goyee les represetifS'^ rMtt!^ * ueTifies da 
la nation, lea repreientam de 25 jy, T'lS Jlwymmes, lee w- 
preaenlans de la majorite du pewni ^"ih ■ rj^ . doh* '"^-'"^^ ""^ 
appea^VA»8etn,bleaNai.ionaU,l^^>. !;* „8i8,vfVi»'*^^"f , *^. 
vmi» U» classes primlegieSs de co^^rAlI'VLe ^*^^±X 
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veto ? Empicherez-vouB U Roi de les recevoir ? Set lee 
connoiire, de lewr contiivuer lee inSmes t'dreii gy!il leur' 
adonnet juiqu'a preeent ? Unfin, empeckerez-voua la natiof^ 
d'appeller le clerge, le clergi, la nobleage, la nohlesee ' 

To the rojal eociety. of agricTolture, where I gave my 
vote with the rest, who were nnanimoiia for electing gener^ 
'^n.s'hin gtiin an honorary member ; this was a proposal of 
Mons. BroTisHonet, in consequence of my having asBured 
him, that the general was an excellent farmer, and had 
corresponded with me on the subject. Abb^ Commerel 
waa present ; he gave a pamphlet of Lis on a new project, 
the chovx a/auche, and a paper of the seed. 

The 19th. Accompanied Mons. de Broussonet to dine 
with MonB. de Parmentier, at the hotel de» invalida. A 
president of the parliament, a Mons. Mailly, brother-in- 
law to the chancellor, was there ; Abbe Commerel, &c. &c. 
I remarked two years ago that Mons. Fa^,sa^£r is one of 
the best of men, and beyond all question understands 
every circumstance of the boulangerie better than any other 
writer, as his produdagns clearly manifest. After dinnei 
to the plains of ^^aldo^' to see the society's potatoes aa 
preparation for turmps, of which I shall only say that 
wish my brethren to stick to their scientific farming, as 
leave the practical to those who understand it. What 
sad thing for philosophical btisbandmen that God Almigl 
created such a thing as coach (triticum, repent). 

The 20th. News ! — News I^Every one stares at wtw 
every one might have expected.' A message from the King 
to the presidents of the three orders, that he should meet 
them on Monday ; and, under pretence of preparing the 
hall for the eeance rot/ale, the French guards were p] ^ 
with bayonets to prevent any of the deputies entering 
room. The circnmstances of doing this ill-judged act" 
violence have been as iU-advised as the act itself. 
Bailly received no other notice of it than by a letter froi 
the marquis de Bre'ze, and the deputies met at the door 
the hall, without knowing that it was shut, Thus t 
seeds of disgust were sown wantonly in the manner dE 

' SabTonyillB, betwean Neuilij and St. Denis.- 
'■' " Ce jour-li fut perdua I'aatorit^ royale. L'iniliative Hca lois 
puEssanco morale passerent du monarquc i, raasembl^ " (Mignei). 
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" doing a. thing, which in itself was equally impalatable aad / 

1 tmeonstitutionaJ, The resolution taken on the spot was a 

y noble and firm one ; it was to assemble instantly at the 

/ Jen, tU pavm e,' and there the whole assembly took a. solemn i 

^ oatn never to be diasolred but by their own consent, and 

consider themselres, a,nd act as the national assem.b1y, let 

them be wherever violence or fortune might drive them, 

', and their expectations were so little favourable, that ex- ] 

preaaea were sent off to Nantes, intimating Ihat the national i 

, aBeembly might possibly find it necessary to take refuge ' 

in Bome distant city. This message, and placing guards' 

at the ball of the slates, are the result of long and repeated 

councils, held in the king's presence at Marly, where he 

I has been shut up for^some days, eeeing nobody; and no 

person admitted, even to the officers of the court, without 

jealousy and circumspection. The king's brothers have no 

seat in the council, but the count d'Artois incessantly 

attends the resolutions, conveys them to the Queen, and 

has long conferences with her. When this news arrived at 

i Paris, the Palais Eoyal was in a flame, the coffee-houses, 
pamphlet- shop a, eorridores, and gardens were crouded,^ 
alarm and apprehension sat in every eye, — the reports that 
were circulated eagerly, tending to shew the violent in ten - ft 
tiona of the court , as if it was beat on the utter extirpa- 
fion oTthe French nation, except the party of the Queen, 
are perf ectly incredible for their gross absurdity ; butf- 
ndffimg was bo glaringly ridiculous but the mob swallowed/ ' 
it with undiscriminating faith. It was, however, curious 
to remark, among people of another description (for I was 
in several parties after the news arrived), that the balance i 
of opinions was clearly that the national assembly, as it 1 
called itself, had gone too far — had been too precipitate — i 
and too violent — had taken steps t]iat the mass of the 
people would not support. From wliicb wo may conclude, 
that if the court, having seen the + ^iencv oi tbeir late 
proceedings, shall pursue a firn^ a 'po^^^'^ ■plan, the 
popular cause will have little to b_ ^l^ 

The 21st. It is impossible to ^^ut- -as o^^« em^M" 
ment at so critical a moment, tvV^^t^ "'"" \v™w-ta 



* Thit historic leDnis-coatt ii still to v "^W* 
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bouse domanding news ; and remarking Hie opinions 3 
I ideas most current. The present moment is, ctf all otherd 
kk)erh&ps that which is most pregnant with the future 6i 
■bny of France. The st«p the commons have taken of d, 
fclaring themselTes the national assembly, independent 
■the oUier orders, and of the king himself, precluding a dil 
solution, is in fact an assumption of all tlie authority i^ 
the kingdom. They have at one stroke converted them- 
selves into the long parliament of Charles I. It needs not 
I the assiatance of much penetration to see that if such a 
i pretension and declaration are not done away, king, lords. 
1 and clergy are deprived of their shares in the legislature 
' of France. So bold, and apparently desperate a step, full 
' in the teeth of every other interest in the realm, equally 
destructive to the royal authority, by purliamenta and tie 
army, can never be allowed. If it is not opposed, all other 
I powers wiH lie in ruins around that of the common. With 
; what anxious expectation must one therefore wait to see if 
the crown will exert itself firmly on the occasion, with such 
[ an attention to an improved sy stem of liberty , as is abso- 
I lutely necessary to t&e moment! Au tiuiigs considered, 
that is, the characters of those who are in possessioa of 
i power, no well digested system and steady esecution are 
to be looked for. In the evening to the play : Madame 
Bocquere did the queeu in Hamlet ; it may easily be sup- 
posed how that play of Shakespeare is cut in pieces. It 
has however effect by. ber admirable acting. 

The 22nd. To ; Versailles' at sis in the morning, to be 
ready for the aemiSi^S!^- Breakfasting with the due de 
Liancourt, we found that the king had put off going to the 
states, tUl to-morrow morning. A committee of council 
was held last night, which eat till midnight, at which were 
present Mods, and the count d'Artois for the first time: 
an event considered as extraordinary, and attributed to th*"~ 
influence of the Queen. The count d'Artois, the det 
mined enemy of Mons. Necker's plans, opjiosed bis systa 
and prevailed to have the eeance put off to give time fori 
council in the king's presence to-day. From the chateon 
we went to find out the deputies ; reports were vanonil 
where they were assembling. To the Seeolete, where th^J 
had been, but finding it incommodious they went to tT 
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drarch of St. Louis,' whither we followed them, and were 
in time to eee M. Baill y take the chair, and read the king's 
letter, putting off tlie aeance tUl to-morrow. The spectacle 
of this meeting, was singular — the crowd that attended in 
and arouQd the church was great, — and the anxiety aad 
suspense in every eye, with the variety of expression that 
\ flowed from different views and difEerent characters, gave 
I to the countenances of all the world an impressioa I had 
I never witnessed before. The only buaineaa of importance 
litajaeacted, but which lasted till three o'clock, was receiving 
the oaths and the signatures of some deputies, who had 
not taken them at the Jeu de paume ; and the union o£ 

I three bish ops and 150 of the deputies of the clergy, who 
came to verify their powers, and were received by snch 
applause, with such ck,pping and shouting, from all pre- 
sent, that the church resounded. Apparently the inhabi- 
tants of Teraailles, which having a population of 60,000 
people can afEord a pretty numerous mob, are to the laat 
peraon in the interest of tho commons ; remarkable, as this 
town is absolutely fed by the palace, and if the cause of 
the court is not popular here, it ia easy to suppose what it 
must be in all the rest of the kingdom. Sine with the 
due de Liancourt, in the palace, a Iw-ge party of nobility 
and deputies of the commona, the due d'Orleana, amongst 
them ; the bishop of Eodez, Abbd Syevea, and Mons. 
Babaud St. Etienne. This was one of the most striking 
instances of the impression made on m.en of different | 
rants by great events. In the. streets, and in the church , 
of St. Louis, such anxiety was in every face, that the im- I 
portance of the moment was written in the phjeiognomy ; ' 
and all the common forms and salutations of habitual ^ 
civility lost in attention: but an^jj^gat ^ ^■is& ao mucli \ ■ 
higher as those I dined with, I waa trvxc^ "'^^^ "^^ ^'^^' \ 
rence. There were not, in thirty ^ =0^9. ^''« ^ '^^"^ \ 
countenances you could guess that \^^ j^aoTtoiW^ ^"^^^^ \ 
was going forward: more of tha, V-S ® -sa-'i^wa^B.a ui'M-- \ 
ferent than I should have expecf' t^^.^K '* ■^"^'^ ^f" *°„' 

there would have been no roo"^ S.^O<^^V->x^^. ^^^^'^ 
tiona were made of the greatest- ^ H ^ *■*■ ..AaV'^ "va 
as to mark that there was na», ^V" f <^' . 'issp'^^i^'' ^ 
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mating them. In such a case, would not one have expected 
lore energy of feeling and eipression, and more attention 
L conrerBation to the crisis that must in its nature fill 
Efrery bosom ? Yet they eat, and drank, and sat, andV 
Iked) loitered and smirked and smiled, and chatted wi'^^ 
^t easy indifference, that made me stare at their ii 
Idity. Perhapa there ia a certain nonchalance that S 
natural to people of fashion from long habit, and which 
marks them from the vulgar, who have a thouaand aspe- 
rities in the eipreasion of their feelinga, that cannot be 
found on the polished surface of those whose manners are 
smoothed by society, not worn hy attrition. Such an ob- 
servation would therefore in all common cases be unjust; 
but I confess the present moment, which is beyond all 
question the moat critical that France has seen &om thej 
foundation of the monarchy, aince the council waa as-l 
aembled that must finally determine the king's conduct^ 
was such as might have accounted for a behaviour totally 
different. The due d'Orleans presence might do a little, 
but not much ; his manner might do more; for it was not 
without some disgust, that I observed him several times 
playing off that small sort of wit, and flippant readinesB 
to titter, which, I suppose, is a part of his character, or it 
would not have appeared to-day, From his manner, he 
seemed not at all diapleaaed. The Abb^ Syeyes has a re- 
markable physiognomy, a quick rolling eye ; penetrating 
the ideas of other people, but so-cautioualy reserved as to 
guard hia own. There is as much character in his air and 
manner as there is vacuity of it in the countenance of 
Mona, Eabaud St. Etienne, whose physiognomy, however, 
is far from doing him justice, for he has undoubted talents, 
, It seems agreed, that if, in the council the count d'Artoia, 
\ carries his point, Mona. Necker, the count de Montmonti^ 
' and Mons. de St, Priest * will resign ; in which caae Moas. 
Necker's return to power, and in triumph, will inevitabljrfl 

' Armaiid, Mare, 17't5-1792,Ambn89ttdorin Spain. afterwardaMiniBlj 
uf ForBign Aftairs, nnii in the confidence of Louis XVI. and JT" 
AnloiDeltc. A viclim of tlin Seplember moasacrei. 

' Fran^oia, Kmmimael, I735-lB21,Ambaasadar in Spain, Turliefi^L 
HulUnd, ofterwanls Mtnialer of the Interior. He quitted Francel 
Dei;., i:90,niiriKiu afterwards Private Secretary of Louia XVHI. 
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them, and perceiving that no one moved, addressed them, 
— MentieuTs, »ot*s eonnoieBes les intentiong dn Soi. A dead 
ailence ensued ; and then it was that euperior talents bore 
the Bway, that overpowers in critical moments all other 
considerations. The eyes at the whole aasembly were 
turned on the count de Mirabeau, who instantly replied to 
the marquis de Bruz^ — Oui, Monsieur, nous avons eniendu 
les iniemiiotis qu'on a suggirees au Bai, <ft vowe qui ne saurias 
elre son organe nupres des elate gen&raux, voua qui n'dvex tci 
ni place, ni voisc, ni droit de parler, voiu n'Mes pas faU pout 
nous rapeUer son discourg. Cependani pour eviter tovie 
eguivogue, & tout delai, je voiM declare que si Von voua a 
charge de nous faire sortir d'iei, vous deves deinander des 
ordrea pour employer la force, car nous ne quitterons not 
' tees que par la puissance de la haionetie. — On which there 
.a a general cry of — Tel est le vam del I' Assembled. They 
then immediately passed a confirmation of their preceding 
arrets ; and, on the motion of the count de Muabeau, a 
declaration that their persons, individually and collectively, 
were sacred ; and that all who made any attempts against 
n should be deemed infamous traitors to their country, 
-The-^th, T he fermen t at Paris is beyond conception ; 
10,000 people have been^all this day in the Palais Royal ; 
a full detail of yesterday's proceedings was brought this 
moniing, and read by many apparent leaders of little 
parties, vrith comments, to the peopIe.VJ To my siuprisoiL 
the king's propositions are received with uniyersal diBgnBt.f)< 
He said nothing explicit on the periodical meefing'oi the 
etates ; he declared all the old feudal rights to be retained aa 
property. These, and the change in the balance of repre- 
sentation in, the provincial assemblies, are the artides that 
give the greatest ofience^ But instead of looting to, or 
hoping for further eoneesaions on these points, in order to 
make them more consonant to the general wishes; the 
people seem, wjth a sort of phrenzj|^o reject all idea of 
; compromise i/(nd tfl insist on the necessity of the orders 
uniting, that full power may consequently reside in the 
commons, to effect what they call the r t'geDerp,tio Ti of the 
ki agdom , a favourite term, to which they affix no pretnae 
idea, but add the indefinite explanation of the general — 
reform of all abuses, ifl'hey are also full of suspicioai 
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by violence : that by driving tliinj^a to estremitiea, tliey 
risqne au union between all the other orders of the state, 
with the parliaments, army, and a great body even of the 

. people, who must disapprove of all extremitiee ; and when 
to thia is added the possibility of involving the kingdom in 
a. civil war, now so familiarly talked of, that it is upon the 
lips of all the world, we must confess, that the commons, 
if they steadily refuse what is now held out to them, put 
immense and certain benefits to the chance of fortune, to 

I that hazard which may make posterity curse, instead of 
bless, their memories as real patriots, who had nothing in 

(view but the happiness of their country. Such au inces- 
BanL-hilZZLj^ politics has been in my ears for some days 
past, that I went to-night to the Italian opera, for relaxa- 
l^-Jaon. JJothing could be better calculated for that effect, 
tnSn the piece performed, La Villanella Sapita, by 
Bianchi, a delicious composition. Oan it be believed, that 
thia people, who so lately valued nothing at an opera but 
the dances, and could hear nothing but a squall, — now 
attend with feeling to Italian melodies, applaud with taste 
and rapture, and this without the meretricious aid of a single 
dance ! The music of this piece is charming, elegantly 
playful, airy, and pleasing, with a duet, between Sigaora 
Mandini and Vigaguoni, of the first lustre. The former ia 
a most fascinating singer, — her voice nothing, but her 
grace, espreasion, soul, all strung to exquisite sensibility. 

The 25th. The criticisms that are made on Mods. 
Necker's conduct, even by his friends, if above the level of 
the people, are severe. It is positively asserted, that AbM 
Syejes, Messrs. Mounier, ChapeUier,' Bemave, Target,' 
Tourette, Rabaud, and other leaders, were almost on their 

( CliBpelipr (laaac le), 1754-1794. The npright anil einquent PreBi- 
dertt orlnCAasembl^ Legislative, and at the onset of the Be volution ah 
iincompromiaing antagniiLst of the Abb£ Mnury, and the rescnonaries. 
Litler he headed [lie party in favour of «inatitulioniLl mnnnrclij, and hi 
consequencB was arraigned berore the Revolutionary Tribunal. 

' This brilliant advocate, although a determined opponent of the 
court, was selected by Louia XYI. to defend him. Tar^t infused the 
Lasardans task, which waa nc once undertaken by the venerable Matea- 
herbes and young i>e»fze. He nevertheless published his " (Ihservs- 
tiims sur la proc^ He Lmis XYT.," pointing to an acijuiltal. lie M>M ' 
instrumi^ntal in dniwIrT^ iiji llie Code Civil, and died iii ISO' 



1789.] PARIS. 179 

knees to Mm, to ineist peremptorily on Us resignation I 
being accepted, as they were ■well convinced that his retreat 
would throw the Queen's party into infinitely greater 
difficulties and embarrassment than any other circum- 
stance. But his vanity prevailed over all their efforts, to 
listen to the inaidioua persuasions of the Queen, who spoke 
to him in a style of asking a, request that would keep the 
crown on the king's head ; at the same time that he yielded 
to do it, contrary to the interest of the friends of liberty, 
he courted the huzzas of the mob of VersaJlleH, in a 
manner that did much mischief. The ministers never go 
to and from the king's apartment on foot, across the court, 
which Mons. Necker took this opportunity of doing, though 
he himself had not done it in quiet times, in order to court 
the flattery of being called the father of the people, and 
moving with an immense and shouting multitude at hia 
heels, l^early at the time that the Queen, in an audience 
almost private, spoke as above to M, Necter, she received 
the deputation from the nobility, with the Dauphin m her 
hand, whom she presented to them, claiming of their 
honour, the protection of her son's rights ; clearly imply- 
ing that if the step the king had ta.ken, was not steadily 
asserted, tho monarchy would be lost, and the nobility 
sunk. While M. Necker's mob was heard through every 
apartment of the chateau, the king passed in hia coach to 
Marly, through a dead and mournful silence, — and that 
just after having given to his people, and the cause of 
liberty, more perhaps than ever any mfma.rpl^^ ha.ft d one 
before. Of such materials are all mobs made, — aoiST. f 
possible is it to satisfy in momenta Uke these, when tb6| 
heated imagination dresses every ■ViBiQiiary pioiect of thB\ 
brain, in the bewitching colours o« I'Vet^^- ^ ^^^ great 
aniiety to know what will be the r^T \. ni^^* ieffl^etationa 
of the commons, after their first •^^^M'i.^ °a a,w o^e.^ -^^^ . 
the military violence which was *■ "'t^s^jB* ..Qs'a.'i^^^ atot 
judiciously need. Had the kintn^tC <0^ *a"''*^ "^^^t- ™ "it 
the ™pplie, w™ gr„ted. .„d 5^^\ \,f%i^^^^' 
would be quite another afiair ; V.^ flV l^^ <*^, v-Weteosa , 
.hilling i, granted, or a. teptiJ^X:- ^ J %''>fSw«>-^ 
■nia«in.ble.--&ening,-TV^^^ Vjjl "> t, K^^"^^ 
I ciplicable.andwithoulplan: -j^^V-V'^0 ^'^"^C' M 
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toserare Hie orden HttiBf Hpu>te.& gnmtioijei 
de^T baa been pemutted to go to the cdbubob^ am 
doe aOrieauu^ st tfae bead of torty-aetn of the ■ 
has done the nine : and, what ta etjnally a proof 
, iiiwliailiiiiai of the txmti, the coBunona an in Omb a 
hall of the atatea, eonbaij to the expn^ eomnand 
king, lite fa«t ia, tbe teoMct r«y^ was eontzaij 
personal feelings ei the king, and be was hroa^t to i 
the coancdl, with much difficulty ; and when it afterw 
became, aa it did everj hour, to give new and effee 
orders to Bapport the system then laid dovn, it « 
aaiy to have a new battle for every point ; and thua t] 
scheme was only opened and not persisted in ; — this ii 
report, and apyiarently anthentic : it ia easr to see that ll 
elep had better, on a thousand reasons, 
taken at all, for all vigour and eSect of gOTers 
tost, and the people be more assnming than ei 
day at Versaillea, the mob was Tiolent,— they ii 
eren attacked all the dergy abd'^lrility that are atem 
be strenuous for preserving the separation of orders, 
biahop of Beauvais ' bad a stone on his head, that ab 
struck him down.' The archbishop of Paris had all 1 
windows broken, and forced to move his lodgings ; an 
cardinal de la Kochefoucauld hissed and hooted, 
confusion is bo great, that the court have only the troopsfl 
depend on ; and it is now said confidently, that if an o ~ 
is given to the French gtiards to fire on the people, t! 
will refuse obedience : this astonishes all, except those w 

know how they have been disgusted by the; treat 

conduct, and manceuTres of the due de Chiitelet, their 
colonel : so wretchedly have the affairs of tbe court, in 
every particular, been managed ; so miserable its choice of 
the men in office, even such aa are the most intimatdj 
connected with its safety, and even existence. What i 

' If Ihef hud knocked liim on the Ijead, he noaldnotha 
object of much pity. At a meeting of the society of agriealtnrB 
cuuntry, where cominoa fnnners wore admitted to dine with people 
the Ural rank, this piMud fiiol miule difficulties of sitting down in. — 
vompaay.—Aulior'i nnlc. 

' The poiir " proud fooi " WM a violiin of the Smlember 
tbne years later. The archbishop died in 1790. Tho 
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lesBon to princes how they allow intriguing eonrtiere,^ 
■women, ana fools, to interfere, or assume the power that ) ■ 
can he lodged, with safety, only in the hands of aitiJity and 
exjBMJejige. It ia asserted expressly, that these mobs have 
been excited and instigated by the leaders of the commons, 
and some of them paid hy the due d'Orleans. The distrac- 
tion o£ the ministry ia extreme. — At night to the theatre 
^Vancoige ; the Ear] of Eases,' and the Maison de Moliere. 
The 26th. Eyery hour that passes seems to give the 
people freah _spirit : the meetings at the Palais Eoyal are 
more numerous, more violent, and more assured ; and in 
the assemhly of electors, at Pajis, for sending a depntation>, 
to the National Assemhly, the language that was talked, ' 
byallranksof people, was nothing less than a revolution in/, 
the govemmeot, and the establiahment of a free constitu-jl 
tion . what they mean hy a free conBtitution is easily [ 
understood — g,.revvhli c ; for the doctrine of the times runs f 
every day more and more to that point ; yet they profess, / 
that the kingdom ought to he a monarchy too ; or, at least, I 
that there ought to be a king. In the streets one is/ 
stunned by the hawkers of seditious pamphlets, and de-^ 
Bcriptions of pretended events, that all tend to keep the 
people equally ignorant and alarmed. The supiuenesB, and 
even stupidity of the court, is without example ; the 
moment demands the^great^t^ deciajon,— -and yesterday, 
while it was actually a question, whether he should be a l| 
doge of Venice, or a ting of France, the king went a hunt- ^ 
ing ! The spectacle the Palais Royal presented this night, 
till eleven o'clock, and, as we afterwards heard, almost till 
morning, is curious. The croud was prodigious, and fire- 
works of all sorts were played off, and all the building 
was illuminated: these were said to be rejoicingB on ac- 
count of the due d'Orleans an^ tv. ^o\i\^ty joining the 
commons; but united with tVr, .psaV^e ireedom. and i 
even Ucentiousness, of the q J^ e**^ .«Vi 'ViMW^Saa '^'^ I 
people. With the general ih^^WS' . ^V«V "\;e^»i:^ ""' 
threatening, aU this bustle au ^Vr c*\sV*^"^ T- 
them a moment tranquil. La»^ c'^^ e. «vC>-^* a t, 
paring them for whatever Arjv* ^^^'■C^^ ^"^ 

:.i-nl TiSv,....!. _ ^*^\> liV ,0 jj^^ 
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commonB shall have in view; consequentlythey are grossly 
and diametrically opposite to the interests of the court; — 
but all these are blind and infatuated. It is now under- 
/ stood by everybody, that the king's offers, in the neanoe 
( royale , are out of the question. The raoment the commons 
^ffiiind a relaxation, even in the trifling point of assembling 
in the great hall, they disregarded all the rest, and con- 
sidered the whole as null, and not to be taken notice of, 
unless enforced in a manner of which there were no signs. 

(They lay it down for a masim, that they have a right to a 
great deal more than what the king touched on, but t.hat 
they will accept of; nothing as the concession of power ij 
they wUI assume and secure all to themselves, as mattai ~ 
of right. Many persons I talk with, seem to think thes 
is nothing extraordinary in this,^but it appears, that sue ' 

firetensionB are equally dangerous and inadmissible, ax 
ead directly to a civil war, which would be the height o 
madliess and folly, when public liberty might certai^y \ 
aecTire^ without any such extremity. If the eommoDfl u . 
to assume everything as their right, what power is theresj 
the state, short of arms, to prevent them from b 
what is not their right? They instigate the people to tl 
most extensive expectations, and if they are not gratifi 
all must be confusion ) and even the king himself, easy aa 
lethargic as he is, his indifference to power will, by and b 
be seriously alarmed, and then he will be ready to listen % 
measures, to which he will not at present give a momei " 
attention. All this aeema to point strongly to great d 
fusion, and even civil commotions ; and to make it apparf 
that to have accepted the king's offers, and made them ■ 
tie foundation of future negociation, would have been the 
TirlseBt conduct, and with that idea I shall leave Paris, 

The 2 ?th . The whol e b usi n e ss now see nis over, a^ t he 
_ :alqtimiJifflai'Jete. 'Thk ^iing Jias been frtgbfenedlTri'hfl 
inobSTiito ovferfiirning his own act of the seance royale, by 
writing to the presidents of the orders of th^ iiobility and 
clergy, requiring them to join the commons*— full in the 
teeth of what he had ordained before. It w^Yepi 
to him, that the want of bread was so great in every _ 
of the kingdom, that there was no extremity to which 
people might not be driven : that they were nearly si 
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time, they will find the people armed, and a. bloody ciil 
■war must be the result. I have more than once declai 
this aa my opinion, but do not find that others unjt« ii 
At all events, however, the tide now runa so strongly | 
favour of the people, and the conduct of the court ei 
, be BO weak, divided, and blind, that little can happen thj 
■'■will not clearly date from the present moment, Vigoj 
and abilities would have turned every thing on the side i 
the court |>Jfor the great mass of nobility in the kingdor 
the higher clergy, the pazliaments, and the army, were vrilfl 
the crown^but this desertion of the conduct, that i 
necesgary to secure its power, at a moment so critical, must 
lead to all sorts of pretensions. At night the fire-works, 
and illuminations, and mob, and noise, at the Palais Boy&L 
increased; the eipence must be enormous; and yet n 
knows with certainty from whence it arises : shops thi 
are, however, that for 12/ give as many squibs and si 
as would cost five livrea. There is no doubt of it be 
due d'Orleans'a money: the people are thus kept in- 
continual ferment, are for ever assembled, and ready to 1 
in the last degree of commotion whenever called on by if 
men they have confidence in. Lately a company of SW 
would have crushed all this ; a regiment would do it n. 
if led with firmness ; but, let it last a fortnight longer, a 
an army will be wanting. — At the play, Mademoise 
Conta, in the Misanthrope of Moliere, charmed me. Shq 
truly a great actress ; ease, grace, person, beauty, ■wit, U 
soul. Mola did the misanthrope admirably. I will I 
take leave of the theatre Francois without once more givi 
It the preference to all I have ever seen.' I shall I 
fParis, however, truly rejoiced that the representativea-1 
fthe people have it undoubtedly in their power so to imprq 
[■the constitution of their country, as to render all [^ 
jabuses in future, if not impossible, at least exceedii^j 

I I may remark atprfisont, long after this wuBwritlen, that,BlthoJ 
I was tatalJy mistaken in my preiiielion, yet, on a 
waa right in it, and that (be common uourse of evenia would haie fl 
nuuEid Hut'h a uiviJ war, to which every thing tended, Cram the n 
the commons rejected iho king's propositions CFf the seanee rnj/alf, which 
I now think, more than ever, that they ought, with qnalincationi, to 
have accepted. The events that followed were aa Uttle to be thongU I 
° la of myself being made king of Franco. — Author's m ' 
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difficult, and consequently will establish to all useful pur- 
poses an undoubted political liberty ; and if they effect 
this, it cannot be doubted but they will have a thousand 
opportunities to secure to their fellow-subjects the invalu- 
ablebles gng of civil l iberty also. The state of the finances 
'such, that the government may easily be kept virtually 
dependent on the states, and their periodical existence 
absolutely secured. Such benefits will confer happiness on 
25 millions of people ; a noble and animating idea, that 
ought to fill the mind of every citizen of the world, what- 
ever be his coimtry, religion, or pursuit. I will not allow { 
myself to believe for a moment, that the representatives of | 
the people can ever so far forget their duty to the French ^ 
nation, to humanity, and their own fame, as to suffer anyi 
inordinate and impracticable vie^s, — any visionary or 
theoretic systems, — ^any frivolous ideas of speculative per-J 
f ection : much less any ambitious private views, to imj^ 
their progress, or turn aside their exertions, from that 
security which is in their hands, to place on the chance and 
hazard of public commotion and civil war, the invaluable 
blessings which are certainly in their power. I wiU not 
conceive it possible, that men who have eternal fame within 
their grasp, will place the rich inheritance on the cast of a 
die, and, losing the venture, b^ damned among the worst 
and most profligate adventurers that ever disgraced huma- 
nity. — ^The due de liancourt having made an immense 
collection of pamphlets, buying every thing that has a rela- 
tion to the present period ; and, among the rest, the cahiers 
of all the districts and towns of France of the three orders ; 
it was a great object with me to read these, as I was sure 
of finding in them a representation of the grievances of 
the three orders, and an explanation, of the improvem.ent8 
wished for in the government and aduxit^^®^^'^^^^^' '^^^^ 
cahiers being instructions given to +\,ei^ deputies, 1 have 
now gone through them all, with *v ^ VO- ^^^^» ^^ make 



Paris, taking leaving of my exc^^ATA ^^^^^^-^r^^ 
ski, whose anrfety for the fat^*V^\ V^vV^^^^V^'^'^' ^ \\C 
respect his character as much ^ ^wV^ (^%^v>\o.^^^^« 
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the thousB-nd attentions I was in the daily habit of r< 
ing from him. My kind proteetresa, the dutchess d'Estii 
had the goodness to make me promise, that I would 
to her hospitable hotel, when I had finished the jov 
wa§ about to undertake. Of the pla.ce I dined a,t on iay 
road toKangis,' I forget the namo, but it i§ a poet-house 
on the I^ftratri, small distance out of the road. It afforded 
me a bad room, bare walls, cold raw weather, and no firO;: 
for, when lighted, it smoked too much to be borne _ 
.horoughly out of humour ; I had passed some time 

fPa^B amidst the fire, energy, and animation of a great i 

[voiution. And for those moments not filled by political 
events, I had enjoyed the resources of liberal and instruct- 
ing conversation ; the amusements of the flrst theatre in 
I the world, and the fascinating accents of Masdisi. had by 
I turns solaced and charmed the fleeting momeuta; thie 
^hange to inns, and those French inns ; the ignorance of 
(everybody of those events that were now passing, &nd 
j which so intimately concerned them; the detestable cir- 
icumstance of having n^ newspajiprs, with a press much 
jfreer than the English, altogether formed such a contrast, 
that my heart sunk with depreaaionV At.Guignes," an 
itinerant dancing-master was fiddling to some children of 
tradesmen ; to relieve my sadness, I became a spectator 
of their innocent pleasures, and, with great magnificence I 
gave four 12/ pieces for a cake for the children, which 
made them dance with fresh animation ; but my boat, the 
postmaster, who is a, surly pickpocket, thought that if I 
was so rich, he ought also to receive the benefit, and made 
me pay 9 liv, 10/ for a miserable tough chicken, a cutlet, 
a sallad, and a bottle of sorry wine. Such a dirty, pilfer- 
ing disposition, did not tend to bring me into better 
humour. — 30 miles. 

The 29th. To Kangis,* the chateau of which belongs to 
the marquis de Gfiierchy, who last year at Caen had kindly 
made me promise to spend a few days here. A house 
almost foil of company, and some of them agreeable, with 
the eagerness of Mons. de Guerchy for farming, and the 
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king of France muet have no veio-on the will of the nation ; 

and that the ajm^ muat be in the handa_ofjthfi provinceB, 

with an hundred ideas equally impracticable and preposle- 

roua. Tet these are the sentiments which the court has 

done all in its power to spread through the kingdom ; for, 

will posterity belieTe, that while the press has swarmed 

with inflammatory productions, that tend to prove the 

j blessings of theoretical confusiou, and speculative licen- 

( tiousness, not one writer of talents has been employed to 

/ refute and confound the fashionable doctrines, nor the least 

care taken to disseminate works of another complexion ? By 

the way, when the court found that the states could not be 

assembled on the old plan, and that great innovations must 

(accordingly be made, they ought to have taken the consti- 
tution of England for their model ; in the mode of assem- 
bling, they should have thrown the clergy and nobles into 
one chamber, with a throne for the king, when present. 
The commons should have assembled in another, and each 
chamber have, as in England, verified their powers only to 
themselves. And when the ting held a teance royale, the 
commons should haTO been sent for to the bar of the lords, 
where seats should have been provided ; aad the king, in 
the edict that constituted the states, should have copied 
I from England enough of the rules and orders of proceeding 
I to prevent those preliminary discussions, which in France 
I lost two months, and gave time for heated imaginations to 
I work upou the people too much. By taking such steps, 
1 security would have been had, that if changes or events un- 
foreseen arose, they would at least be met with in no such 
dangerous channel as another form and order of aTraJt|{^' 
ment would permit. — 15 miles. 

The 30tb. My friend's chateau is a considerable 
and much bett«r built than was common in England ii 
same period, 200 years ago ; I believe, however, that this 
I superiority was uikiversal in France, in all the arts. They 
\ were. I apprehend, in the reign of Henry IV. far beyond us 
iin towns, houses, street.s, roads, and in short, in every thing. 
We have since, thanks to liberty, contrived to turn the 
tables on them. Like all the chateaus I have seen in France, 
it stands close to the town, indeed joining the end 
but the back front, by some very judicious plantations, 
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eight horaea, a garden, and a r^ular table, with company, 
but never to go to Paris, might be done for 1000 louis a 
jear. It would in England cost 2000 ; the mode of lixlllg 
(not the price of things) is therefore cent, per cent, different. 
— There are gentlemen (nobleaae) that live in this country 
on 6 or 80OO Uv. (2621. to 3501.), that keep two men, two 
maids, three horses, and a cabriolet; there are the same in 
England, but they are fools. Among the neighbours that 
visited Nangia was Mons. Trudaine de Montiguy. with hia 
new and pretty wife, to return the first visit of ceremony : 
he has a fine chateau at IVIontigny,' and an estate of 400^— 
louia a year. This lady was Mademoiselle de Cour BretoaS 
niece to Madame Calonne ; she was to have been marrie^| 
to the son of Mons. Lamoignon,' but much against her ii^J 
clinations ; finding that common refusals had no avail, slie 
determined on a very uncommon one, which was to go to 
church, in obedience to her father's orders, and give a 
solemn no instead of a yea. She waa afterwards at Dijon, 
and never stirred but ahe waa received with huzzaa and 
acclamationa by the people for refusing to be allied with la 
Cour Pleniere ; and her firmness was every where spoken 
of much to her advantage. Mona. la Luzerne waa with 
them, nephew to the French ambassador at London, who, 
in some broken English, informed me, that he had learned 
to bos of Mendoza.^ No one can say that he haa travelled 
without ma.king acquisitions. Has the due d'Orleans learned 
to boi also ? The news from Pajia is bad : the commotions 
inereaae greatly : and such an alarm has spread, that the 
Queen has called the marechal de Broglio to the king's 
closet ; he has had several conferences : the report is, that 

■ Probably Montigny-Le Boi (Hie. Marne). There are four towns of 

is name in eublern Prance. 

* Lamoignon was aasociated with Brlonne de LomiSnie in tlie eata- 
hliahinenc uf tbe coar plcniire, a mnasnre wliicli dlil more Itian anjtliine 
eine to batten tlie Revolution. During the Middle Ages, the name had 
been applied to nsaemblages of the king and his vassslg im the CKduion 
of fetes or tourneys. Under an obiiolete lille, Louia XVI. established 
a kind of High Court, suspending the pmtincial parliaments, and inresdng 
judicial powr in himHelf, his ministers, and the court. Lomoignon, 
\jltB Brienne. coramitteci suicide. See H. Martin, yuI. xvI. ch. 1 06. 
^OAI the time Arthur Young wrole boxing formed a rpgiilar exbibi- 

m. and a theatre viaa opened for it in the Strand. Meudoia openoC 
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that Bpemed to admit tho claim, or refer to it, 
that it -was declaring ose of his subjects to b 
gentleman than himself. But the house of Montmoi 
of which family are the dukes of Luxembourg and I 
and the prince of Hobec, ie generally admitted to be the 
first. Mons. de Montesquieu ' is a deputy in the states, one 
of the quarante in the French academy, having written 
several pieces : he is also chief minister to Monsieur the 
king's brother, an office tliat is worth 100,000 liv. a year 
(4,3751.) Dine with Mons, and Madame ]QmMU; conver- 
sation here, as in every other town of the country, aeema 
more occupied by the dafPfiSS-nL wheat than on any other 
dreumstance ; yesterday was market-day, and a riot ensued 
01 the populace, in spite of the troops, that were drawn up 
W usual to protect the corn : it rises to 46 Uv. (21. 3d.) thn 
B^ptier, or half-quarter, — and some is sold yet higher. To 
Meaux. — 32 miles. 

The 3d. (Meaux was by no means in my direct roadf 
but its district, Brie,' is so highly celebrated for fertility, 
that it was an object not to omit. I was provided viUl 
letters for M, Bemier, a considerable farmer, at Ohau- 
caunin, near Meaux ; and for M. Gibert, of Neuf Moutier,' 
a considerable cultivator, whose father and himself had 
between them made a fortune by agriculture. The former 
gentleman was not at home ; by the latter I was received 
with great hospitality ; and I found in him the strongest 
desire to give me every information I wished. Mona, 
Qil)ert has built a very handsome and commodious house, 
with farming-offices, on the most aiople and solid scale. I 
was pleased to find his wealth, which is not inconsiderable, 
to have arisen all from the plough. He did not forget to 
let me know, that he was noble ; and exempted from all 
tallies ; and that he had the honours of the chace, his father 
having purchased the charge of Secretaire du Boi -. but ha 
very wisely lives enfermier. His wife made ready the table 

' Soldier, politician, littSraleur. He separaled himself from the court 
after Ihe Higbt to Varetinra, tomnrntideil the viotni-ious KepubliL^n 
army in Sa*oy, hut being accused of ttLoiiatvhlcal Bympatbies, retired It) 
Swilierlnnd in 1792. Died 1 788. 

' ThaComtedeBrie.in ChampBgne, now forming part of the depnrt- 
ment of Seine and Mame, famous for ila oheeaes. 
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in elieep of Spain, ajid cowa of. Switorland, Mons. de^ 
BroUBSonet had Bjwken yery advautageously. This was 
the genUeman alao ofi whom I depended for infonnation 
relative to the famous vineyards of Ej^oniay, that produce 
the fine Champagne. What therefore was my disappoint- 
ment, when, his servants informed me that he was nine 
leases off on bnsinegH. la Madame Lo Blanc at home? 
No, ghe i§ at Dormang. My complaining ojaculationa were 
interrupted, by the approach of a very pretty young l&dy, 
whom I found to be Mademoiselle Le Blanc. Her mama 
■would return to dinner, her papa at night : and, if I vnshed 
to tee him, I had better stay. When pereuanion takes bo 
pleasing a form, it is not easy to resist it. There is a 
manner of doing every thing that either leaves it abso- 
lutely indifferent or that interests. The unaffected good 
humour and simplicity of Mademoiselle Le Blanc enter- 
tained me till the return of her mama, and made me say to 
myself, you will make a good farmer's wife. Madame Le 
Blanc, when she returned, confirmed the native hospitality 
of her daughter ; assured me, that her husband would be 
at home early in the morning, as she must dispatch a 
messenger to him on other busineaa. In the evening we 
supped with Mous, B. in the same Tillage, who married 
Madame Le Blanc's niece ; to pasa Mareuil, it has the 
appearan<« of a small haralet of inconsiderable farmers, 
with the houses of their labourers ; and the sentiment that 
would arise in most bosoms, would be that of picturing the 
banishment of being condemned to live in it. Who would 
think that there should be two gentlemen's families in it ; 
and that in one I should find MlademoiseUe Le Blanc sing- 
ing to her systrum, and in the other Madame B. young and 
handsome, performing on an excellent English piano forte ? 
Compared notes of the expencea of living in Champa^^e 
and Suffolk ; — agreed, that 100 louis d'or a year iu Cham- 
pagne, were aa good an income as 180 in England, which I 
believe true, Cto hia return, Mons. Le Blanc, in the most 
obliging maimer, satisfied all my enquiries, and gave me 
letters to the mostJailebrated wine districts. 

The 7th. To Epernay,' famous for its winea. I had letters 
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windowH. They showed me the spot where the kings 
crowned. You enter and quit Bheims through superb ■ 
elegant iron gates : in such public decorations, promena 
&c. French towns are much beyond English ones. Stopi 
at ^iUery,' to view the winej.ress of thd marquis de Sillery ,, 
he is tKe greatest wine^armeV m all CliampaRne, having il„, 
his own hands 180 arpents. Till I got to Sillery, I iaew 
not that it belonged to the husband of Madame de Qenlia ; 
but I detormined, on bearing that it did, to pluck up im- 
pudenee enough to introduce myself to the marquis, should 
he be at home : I did not like to piise the door of Madame 
deOenliswithout seeing her: her writingsare too celebrated. 
La Petite Loge, where I slept, is bad enough of all conscience, 
but such a reflection would have made it ten times worse ; 
the absence, however, of both Mons. and Madame quiet«d 
both my wishes and aniieties. He is in tbe states, """ 
miles. 

The 9th. To Chalons,' through a poor eoimtry and poor' 
crops. M. de Broussonet had given roe a letter to Mooa. 
Sabbatiec secretary to the academy of sciences, but ho wa« 
aETsent. A regiment passing to Paris, an officer at the iun 
addressed me in Enghsh: — He had learned, he said, in 
America, damme ! — He had taken lord Comwallis, dammel 
— Marechal Broglio was appointed to command an army of 
50,000 men near Paris- — it was necessary — the tiera etat 
were running mad — and wanted some wholesome correc- 
tion ; — they want to establish a republic — absurd ! Pray, 
Sir, what did you fight for in America? To establish a re- 
public. Wliat was BO ftood for the Americans, is it so htA 
for the French? Aye, damme! that is the way the Englii " 
ywant to be revenged. It is, to be sure, no bad opportunil 
I Can the English follow a better example P He then ma 
J many enquiries about what we thought and said upon it _ 
I England : and I may remark, that almost every person 
meet has the same idea — The Enijluh nviitt be very weU d 
tented at our confiision. They feel pretty pointedly wl 
I they deserve. — \2\ miles. 
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have been taken for sixty or Beveiity, her figure w 
and her face so furrowed and hardened by la,bour, — but efaofl 
said she was only twenty-eight. An Englishman who hoit^ 
not travelled, cannot imagine the figure made by infinitebf 
tiic greater part of the countrywomen in France ; it speaka, 
it the first sight, hard and eevere labour : I am inclined to 
think, that they work harder than the men, and this, united 
(with the more miserable labour of brioginp a new race of 
, slaves into the world, destroys absolutely all symmetiy of 
f person and every feminine appearance. To what are we 
to attribute this difference in the manners of the low er 
people in the two kingdoms? To GqiiUHtKSMT.- 



The 13th, I*ave Mar-le-Tour ' at four ii 
tho village herdsman was sounding his horn ; and it t 
droll to Bee every door vomiting out its hogs or sheep, and 
some a fevf goats, tho flock collecting as it advances. Very 
poor sheep, and the piga with mathematical backs, large 
segments of small circles. They must have abundance of 
i----T;ommonB here, but, if I may judge by the report of the 
I animals carcases, dreadfully overstocked. To Metz,' one of 
the strongest places in France ; pass three draw-bridgea 
but the command of water must give a strength equal to 
its works. The common garrison is 10,000 men, but there 
l^are fewer at present. Waited on M. de Payen, secretary 
of the academy of sciences ; he asked my plan, which I ex- 
plained ; he appointed me at four in the afternoon at the 
academy, as there would he seance held ; and he promised 
to introduce me to some persons who could answer my en- 
quiries. I attended accordingly, when I found the academy 
assembled at one of their weekly meetings. Mons. Payen 
introduced me to the members, and, before they proceeded 
to their business, they had the goodness to ait in councU. 
on my enquiries, and to resolve many of them. In tluiB 
" Almanach dea Troia Evech6a,"l?89, thia a " 
to have been instituted particularly for agriculture j 
turned to the list of their honorary members to see vbt 
attention they had paid to the men who, in the present aj~ 
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portable. He agreed with me entirely, that the proposi- 
tions of the seance royale, though certainly not Buffieiently 

I satisfactory, yet, were the ground for a negociation, that 
would have secured by degrees all eoen thai the eword can 
give Vig, let it he as gueeeesful as it will. The purie — the 
power of the purge is every thing ; »kilfu.lly managed, with so 
necessitous a goverjiment ag oure, it would, one after another, 
have gained all we wished. As to a war, Heaven knowt the 
evenfj and if tve have success, success iigelf may ruin tu ; 

__,Pfaiiee may have a Cromwell in its bogom, as uiell as Eng- 
land. Metz is, without enception, the cheapest town I 
I have been in. The table d'hSte is 36/ a head, plenty of 
I good wine included. We were ten, and had two courseB 
and a dessert of ten dishes each, and those courses plenti- 
ful. The supper is the same ; I had mine, of a pint of 
wine and a large plate of chaudids,' in my chamber, for 10/ 
a horse, hay, and com 25/'and nothing for the apartment; 
my eipence was therefore 71/ a day, or 2s, lljd. ; and 
with the table d'hfite for supper, would have been but Q7f. 
or 4s. Ojd. — In addition, much civility and good attend- 
ance. It ia at the Faisan. Why are the cheapest innaJiL 
France the beat? — The country to Pont-a-MouBSon^ is kU 
of "bold feature. — The river Moselle, which is considerable^ 
runs in the vale, and the hills on either side are lugb, 
Kot far from Met_z there are the remains of an ancient 
aqueduct for conducting the waters of a spring across the. 
Moselle : there are many arches left on this side, with the 
houses of poor people built between them. At Pont-a- 
Moussbn Mods. Pichon, the sub-delegui^ of the intendaoit, 
to whom I bad letters, received me politely, satisfied mj 
enquiries, which he was well able to do from hia office, and 
conducted me to see whatever waa worth viewing in the 
town. It does not contain much ; the ecole viilitaire, for 
the sons of the poor nobility, also the convent de Premonte,* 

' Eohaiirtf, galetl* or fritter. 

' Punt-i-M(iQS3uD (MaurthB and Moselle). 

" Our author was muinranned here. The Prgmonlr^, a fscliuus and 
turbiileat order, who resisted alike the authority of Ihe Bishop of iiett, 
the Kiiij; and the Pope, had been finally replsj^, 09 a leaching body, by 
ths Jesuits under Louis XIII. The convent of St. EIoi.origiDHlly dccq. 
,Eie<l by the l'i^onlr&, vita axuhanged by iheir success " ' 






20li 

it is at ConBtantinople that lie is otili^eil to muiiage 
mix caution even with despotiam, Mr. WiUeniet, who 
demonstrntor of botany, shewed me the TjbtamiSl gard* 
but it is in a condition that speaks the want of bi " 
funds. He introduced me to a Mons. Duriyal, who 
written on the viae, and gave me one of Lia treatises, 
two of his own ou botanical subjects. He also 
ducted mo to Mons. I'Abbe Grandpere, a gentleman curiouB 
in gardening, who, as soon as Le Icnew that I was an 
Englishman, whimsically took it into his head to intro- 
duce me to a. lady, my countrywoman, who hired, he 
the greatest part of his house. I remonstrated against 
impropriety o£ this, hut all in vain ; the Abb^ had 
travelled, and thought that if he were at the distance 
England from France (the French are not commonly 
geographers) he should be Tery glad to see a Frenchman . 
and that, by parity of reasoning, this lady must be the 
same to meet a countryman she never saw or heard of. 
Away he went, and would not rest till I was conducted 
into her apartment. It was the dowager Lady Douglas; 
aho was unafiected, and good enough not to be offended at 
such a strange intrusion,- — She had been here but a f< 
days ; had two fine daughters with her, and a beautij* 
Kamchatka dog ; she was much troubled with the 
gence her friends in the town had just given her, that 
would, in all probability, be forced to move agai 
news of Mons. Necker'a removal, and the new 
being appointed, would certainly occasion such 
tumults, that a foreign family would probably fint 
equally dangerous and disagreeable. — 18 miles. 

The 16th. All the houses at Nancy have tin e aYt 
and pipes, which render waDcing the streets much more 
and agreeable ; it is also an additional consumption, wl 
is politically useful. Both tbis place and Luneville 
lighted in the English manner, instead of the lamps ' 
strung across the streets as in other French towns. 1 
I quit Nancy, let me caution the unwary traveller, if 
not a great lord, with plenty of money that lie does 
know what to do with, against the Itotel ^Angleierxe ; a 
dinner 3 liv. and for the room as much more, A pini 
ilate of chaudi^ 20/ which at Metz was 10/^ 
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boy univeTsally a^'rceable : I wa-a obliged to refuse it ^^H 
Bfl out of order all day. Yesterday's heat was foUov^^H 
Kter Bome lightniug, by a cold night, and I laid, wtthoq^l 
knowing it, with the windows open, and caught cold I sup- I 
pose, from the information of my bones. 1 am acquainted 
with Btrangers as easily and quickly as any body, a habit 
that much travellii^ can scarcely fail to give, but to be ij' 
among them would be enuyante, demand too much atta 
tioD, and incroach on their humanity. This induced mu 
refuse the obliging wishes of both the Messre. Lazown 
Mons. Fampone, and also of a. pretty and a^reeaUe Aiofl 
can lady, I met at the house of the latter. Her histoi^ 
singular, and yet very natural. She was Miss Blak^ 
New- York ; what carried her to Dominica I know not ; S 
the sun did not spoil her comple^cion : a French offid 
Mons, Tibalic, on taking the island, made her his captn 
and himself became her own, fell in love, and married hd 
brought his prize to Prance, and settled her in his natl 
town of Luneville. The regiment, of which he is niafl 
being quartered in a distant province, she complaine^ 
seeing her husband not more than for six months in n 
years. She has been four years at Luneville ; and havl 
the society of three children, is reconciled to a scene of I 
new to her. Mons. Pompone, who, she assured me, is d 
of the beat men in the world, has parties every day at ■ 
house, not more to his own satisfaction than to her oqf 
fort. — This gentleman is another instance, as well as fi 
major, of attachment to the place of nativity ; he waa M 
at Luneville ; attended King Stanislaus in some reapectal 
office, near his person ; has lived much at Paris, and wi 
the great, and had first ministers of state for his intimate 
friends ; but the love of the naiaXe sohim brought him back 
to Luneville, where he has lived beloved and respected for 
many years, surrounded by an elegant collection of books, 
amongst which the poets are not forgotten, having bimaelE 
no inconsiderable talents in transfusing agreeable senti- 
ments into pleasing verses. He has some couplets of bis 
own composition, under the portraits of his friends, which 
are pretty and easy. It would have given me much plea- 
I Hm« t<j have spent some days at Luneville ; an agreeable ■■, 

^^^^^pening was made for me in two houses, where I shoid|^H 
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ttnired there at a critical moment, which I thought vooU 
hiTC broken my neclt ; a detachment of horse, with their 
trumpets on one aide, a party of infantry, with their drums 
beating on the other, and a great mob hallooing, frightened 
my French mare ; and 1 couM scarcely teep her from 

trampling on Messrs. the liert etat. On arriving at the inn. 
hear the interestiag news of the revolt of Paris. — The 
diardefJVancoitefljoLDing the people; the little dependence 
on the rest of the troops ; the talring ihg TtajttUp ; and the 
institution of the inHiee bottrgeoise ; in a word, of the abso- 
lufeovgrthlOW-Df jO>e.^d^oTernment. Every thing bedng 
jlow3ccided, and the kingdom absolutely in the hands of 
Uie assembly, tbey have the power to make a new coostitn- 
tion, snch as they think proper; and it will be a great 
spectacle for the world to ticw, in this enlightened age, the 
representatives of twenty-fire millions of people sitting on 
the construction of a new and better order and fabric of 
liberty, than Europe has yet offered. It will now be eeeo, 
whether they will copy Uie constitution of England, freed 
from its faults, or attempt, from theory, to frame something 
abflolotely speculative : in the former case, they will prove 
a blessing to their country ; in the latter they will probably 
involve it in inextricable confusions and civil wars, jierhaps 
not in the present period, but certainly at some future one. 
I hear nothing of their removing from Versailles ; if they 
slay there under the controul of an armed mob, they must 
make a government that will please the mob ; but they will, 
I supjKiBe, be wise enough to move to some central town 
Tours, Blois, or Orleans, where their deliberations may be 
free. But the Parisian spirit of commotion spreads quickly ; 

, it is here ; the troops that were near breaking my neck, are 

''^anploysd, to keep on eye on the people who shew signs of 
an istondod revolt. They have broken the windows of 

^^umie magistrates that ore no favourites ; and a great mob 
of them is at this moment assembled demanding clamour- 
ouslj to have meat at 5/ a pound. They have a cry among 
them that will conduct them to good lengths, — Point 
d^impol £ vivent le» eluta, — Waited on Mons. Herman, pro- 
fessor of natural history in the University here, to whom I 
liad letters ; he replied to some of my questions, and intro- 
duced me for others to Mons. Zimmer, who having beeit^ 
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rebellion. ^Iie idea is, that the people will, from Lunger, 
be driven to revolt ; bifid when once tbey find any other 
means of Bubaiatence than that of honest labour, every 
thing will be to be feared^j Of such conaequence it is to a 
coTuitry, and indeed to eve*!^ country, to have a good poKce 
of com [ a police that shall by eecuring a high price to the 
farmer, encourage his culture enough to secure the people 
at the same time from famine. My ausiety about CarlB~ , 
rhue is now at an end ; the Mai^rave is at Spaw ; I si " 

not therefore think of going.- -Night^l have been ■« 

nesa to a scene curious to a foreigner ; but dreadful i 

Frenchmen that are considerate. Passing through 1' 

square of the hotel de vilte, the mob were breaking i 

windows with stones, notwithstandin^n officer and a d 

tachment of horse was in the square. ^Terceiving that the 

numbers not only increased, but that they grew bolder and 

bolder every moment, I thought it worth staying to see 

what it would end in, and clambered on to the roof of a. 

row of low stalls opposite the building, against which theu; 

J malice was directed. Here I beheld the whole com 

^t dioualy. Perceiving that the troops would not attack t] 

" except in words and menaces, they grew more violent, a 

i furiously attempted to beat the door in pieces with i 

crows; placing ladders to the windows. Inaboutaquai 

{ of an hour, which gave time forthe asserabled magistn 

I to escape by a back door, they burst all open, and ente. _ 

hke a torrent with a universal shout of the spectatorar 

From that minute a shower of casements, sashes, shutters, 

chairs, tables, eophas, books, papers, pictures, &c., rained 

incessantly from all the windows of the house, which is 

seventy or eighty feet long, and which was then succeeded 

( by tiles, skirting boards, bannisterB, frame- work, and every 

part of the building that force could detach. The troops, 

I both horse and foot, were quiet spectators. They were at 

I first too few to interpose, and, when they Ijecame more 

numerous, the mischief was too far advanced to admit of 

I any other conduct than guarding every avenue around, 

I permitting none to go to the scene of action, but letting 

j every one that pleased retire with his plunder ; guards 

being at the same time placed at the doors of the churches, 

and all pubhc buildings. I was for two hours a spectator 
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JIucliefoucatild : ^ine with the offii:era of the regimcot, the 
count de Loamenc, the ooloDel, nephew to the cardinal de 
Loamme, present. Snp at mj friend's lodgings ; an officer 
of infantrj, a Dut^h i^ntleman vho has been much in the 
East ladies, and epeaks English there. This has been a 
ref resiling day ; the sodetj of well inf onned people, liberal, 
polit«, and communicative, ha^ been a contrast to the 
tombre stupidity of table d'hotes. 

' The 24th. To Isenbeini,' by Colmar.' The country is in 
general a dead letel, with theToge nLount^ns rerr near to 
the right; those of Suabia to the left; and there is another 
range very disfaint, that appears in the opening to the 
south. The news at the table d'hote at Colinar curious, 
that the Queen had a plot, nearly on the point of execution, 
to blow up the National Assembly by a mine, and to 
march the army instantly to massacre aU Paris. A French 
officer present presumed but to doubt of the truth of it. 
and was immediately overpowered with numbers of tongues. 
A deputy had written it ; they had seen the letter, and not 
a hesitation could be admitted : I strenuously contended, 
that it was folly and nonsense at the first blush, a mere 
invention to reader persons odious who, for what I knew, 
might deserve to be so, but certainly not by such means ; 
if the angel Gabriel had descended and taken a chair at 
table to convince them, it would not have shaken their 
J faith. Thus it w in rerolutioaa, one rasoa l writes , and an 
hundred IKbusani fools believe. — 25 miles. 

The 25th. From Isenheim, the coimtry changes from 

I the dead flat, to pleasant views and inoqnalitieB, improving 
air the way to Befort,^ but neither scattered houses nor in- 
closures. G-reat riota afcBefort: — last night a body of mob 
and peasants demanded of the magistrates the arms in the 
inagaztne, to the amount of three or four thousand stand ; 
being refused, they grew riotous and threatened to set fire 

' Eniislielin, now PninBian. 

■ Colmu: wu rormcrly cher-lieu of the depHrlmcnC of the Hnul Rhjn, 
now annexed lo Oermanj. 

■ Bolfort, rorinerly in the ileparimGiii; (if Ihiit Khin, now chpf.litMi of 
Iha ilopirWiont nf thfl TerritoirH ile Balfiirt, urealwd in JSil ; h turtified 
tAmae nf tlie iinC iuiniirtiuioo, aod saved fnun anDuutiou 1^ iha ef ~ 
iH ai. Tbioni. 
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to the town, onwliicli the gates were shut ; and to-day the \ 
regimpnt of Bourgogne arrived for their protection. Mons. i 
Necker passed here to-day in his way from Basle to Paris, I 
escorted by 50 bourgeois horsemen, and through the town 
by the music of all the troops. But the moat brilliant I 
period of his life ia past; from the moment of his rein- 
statement in power to the assembling of the states, the 
fate ofFraoce. and of the Bourbons, was then in his hands; "■■ 
and whatever may be the result of the present confusions 
they will, by posterity, be attributed to his conduct, since 
he had unquestionably the power of assembling the states 
in whatever form he pleased : he might have had two 
chambers, three, or onei he might ha,ve given what would ^ 
unavoidably have shd, into the constitution of England j I. 
all was, in hia handsyhe had the greatest opportunity of I 
political architecture that ever was in the power of man : \ 
the great legislators of antiquity never poBsesaed such a ^ 
moment h^ my opinion he missed it completely, and threw 
that to the chance of the winds and waves, to which he 
might have given impulse, direction, and life. S I had 
letters to Mons. de BeHonde, commwsaire de Gnerre ; I 
found him alone ; he asked me to aup, saying he should 
have some persons to meet me who could give me informa- 
tion. On my returning, he introduced me to Madame de 
BeUonde, and a circle of a dozen ladies, with three or four 
young officers, leaving the room himself to attend Madame, 
the princess of something, who was on her flight to Switzer- 
land. I wished the whole company very cordially at the 
devil, for I saw, at one glance, what sort of information. I 
should have. There was a little coterie in one corner 
listening to an officer's detail of leavine "Fa^'is.t^'lna gentle- 
man further informed us, that th^ ^^tvt il XrtoiH, a-Qi ail 
the princes of the blood, except TiJ^ ;ewi^' a»^ ^^* ^^ ^ 
d'Orleans. the whole connection t*i^O*,;cEft'»^A'a« ,^If^^\ 
de Broglio, and an infinite num] 
fled the kingdomrsMfii were daij^ 
lastly, that the_King, Queen, 

,., J ll^ *JV .nJ/O e*' 

fact, more like prisoners lian nTX * i^ <® 



.i.o«.io„ .t Te„.ilie. "jij V^o^^VV »tt'S^ 
Without any dependence on f- -n^*^" "■> f> .•a. ^'^ . r...-^ 

fact, more like prisoners tlia^^ - s» \ r /v *- ,^,^1: 

revolution effected by a sort -*, A\ 1^/^^ ^ 
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realm axe destroyed but that of tLe commonsj aad it now 
will remain to see what iort "of aTcEitertaT^ey are at re- 
buildia^ an odi£ce in the place of that which has been, thus 
marvellously tumbled in ruins. Supper being announced, 
the company quitted the room, and as I did not push my- 
self forward, I remained at the rear till I was very whim- 
Bically alone; I was a little struck at the turn of the 
moment, and did not advance when I found Myself in such 
an extraordinary situation, in order to see whether it would 
arrive at the point it did. I then, smiling, took my hat, 
and waited fairly out of the house. I waa, however, over- 
taken below ; but I talked of business — or pleasure— or of 
something, or nothing — and hurried to the inn. I should 
not have related this, if it had not been at a moment that 
carried with it its apology : the anriety and distraction o£^ 
the time must fill the head, and occupy the attention o£^fl 
gentleman ; — and, as to ladies, what can French ladies th^i^H 
of a man who travels for the plough ? — 25 miles. ^J 

The 26tb. For twenty miles to Lisle sur Daube,^ tt?^ 
country nearly as before; but after that, to Baume les 
Dames, it is all mountainous and roek, much wood, and 
many pleasing scenes of the river fiowing beneath. The 
whole country is in the greatest agitation ; at one of the 
little towns I passed, I was questioned for not having a, 
cockade of the Hers etat. They said it was ordained by the 
tiers, and, if I was not a Seigneur, I ought to obey, Bui 
suppose I am a Seigneur, what then, my friends ? — ^What 
then ? they replied sternly, why, be hanged ; for that most 
likely is what you deserve. It was plain this was no mo- 
ment for joking, the boys and girls began to gather, whose 
assembling has every where been the preliminaries of mia- 
^ef; and if I had not declared myself an Englishman, 
land ignorant of the ordinance, I had not escaped very well. 
Il immediately bought a cockade, but the hussey pimied it 
jinto my hat so loosely, that before I got to JasIq it blew 
into the river, and I was again in the same danger. My 
assertion of being EngHsh would not do. 1 was a Seigneur, 
perhaps in disguise, and without doubt a great rogue. 
At this moment a priest came into the street with a letter 
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in his hand: the people immediately collected around him, 
and he then read aloud a detail from Befort, giving an 
account of M. Keeker's passing, -with some general features 
o£ news from Paris, and assurances that the condition of 
the people would be improved^ When he had finished, ho 
exhorted them to abstain from, all violence ; and assured 
them, they must not indulge themselves with any ideas of 
impositionB being abolished; -which he touched on as if he 
knew that they had got such notions. "When he retired, 
they again surrounded me, who Lad attended to the ]ott<?r 
like others ; were very menacing in their manner; and ex- 
pressed many suspicions : I did not like my situation at 
all, especially on hearing one of them say that I ought to 
be secured tilt somebody would give an account of me. I 
was on the steps of the inn, and begged they would permit 
me a few words ; I assured them, that I was an English 
traveller, and to prove it, I desired to explain to them a 
circumstance in English taxation, which would be a satis- 
factory comment on what Mons, I'Abbe had told them, to 
the purport of which I could not a^ree. He had asserted, 
that the impositions must be paid as heretofore: that the 
impositions must be paid was certain, but not as heretofore, 
as they might be paid as they were in England. Gentle- 
men, we have a great number of taxes in England, which 
you know nothing of in Trance ;^«ut the tiers etat, the poor 
do not pay them ; they are laid on the rich ; every window 
in a man's house pays ; but if he has no more than six 
windows, he pays nothing ; a Seigneur, with a great estate, 
pays the vingtiemes and tailleg, but the little proprietor of 
a, garden pays nothing ; the rich for their horses, their 
voiturea, and their servants, and even for liberty to kill 
their own partridges, but the poor farmer nothing of all 
this : and what is more, we have in Eng^^*^^ * ^^ I^'^ ^J 
the rich for the rehef of the pooj , Vaiice the aeeertion of 
Mons. I'Abb^, that because taxeg ' . tpi'VieSQte tVey must 
exist again, did not at all prove tV,^^*^ -^ ■O^'^^ ^ \eTiei ir 



the 

better. There was not 
not approve of; they seemed tf. ^J 
honest fellow, which I confi^J/^ ^ 
; Mne imMtiiion i. when they gg*^ "Vl 
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I haA no more iutemiption from them. My miseiublfl 
French was pretty m.u(;li on a par with their own pcUoia. I 
got, however, another cockade, which I took care to haTe 
so faeteaed as to lose it no more. I do not half like 
travelling in such an unquiet and fermenting moment; 
one is not secure for aa hour beforehand. — 35 miles. 

The 27th. TotS.esanjon.; ' the country mountain, rock, 
and wood, above the river ; some sceneB arc £ne. I Lad 
not arrived an hour before I saw a peasant paBs the inn on 
horBeback, followed by an officer of the guard bourgeoU, of 
which there are 1200 here, and 200 under arms, and hia 
party-coloured detachment, and these by some infantry and 
eavalry. I asked, why the militia took the pas of the 
king's troops? For a very good reason,, they replied, the 
troop» would he attacked and knocked on the head, but ih* 
populace Kill not resist the titilice. This peasant, who is a 
rich proprietor, applied for a guard to protect his house, in 
a village where there ia much plundering and burning. 
The mischiefs which have been perpetrated in the country, 
towards tha mountaiuB and Tesoul,' are numerous and 
shocking. \jAlany chateaus have been burnt, others plun- 
dered, the seigneurs hunted down like wild beaBts, their 
wives and daughters ravished, their papers and titles 
burnt, and all their property deetroyed : and these abomi- 
nations not inflicted on marked persons, who were odious 
for their former conduct or principles, but an iijdiscrimi- 
nating blind rage for the love of plunder.f/Eobbers, 
galley-slaves, and villaina of all denominations, have col- 
lected and instigated the peasants to cQini^fc_idL_Eort^ of 
outiages. Some gentlemen atThe fable TThote informed 
me,~ihat letters were received from the Maconois, the 
Lyonois, Auvei^e, Dauphni;, &cJai((A that similar commo- 
tions and mischiefs were perpetrating every where; and 
that ^t was es:pected they would pervade the whole king- 
\ dom.|/The backwordneBB of Prance is beyond credibility in 
Lejery thing that pertains to intelligence. From Strasbonrg 1 
hither, I have not been able to see a newspaper. Here I | 
asked for the OaVmet Literaire? None. The gazettes? 
V At the coffee-house. Very easily replied ; but not so easily 

> (Doiila.) 
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found. Nothing but the Gazette de Frwjtee ; for which at . 
this period, a man of conunon emae would not giTe one 
aol. To four other cofEee-housee ; at eome no paper at all. 
not eyen the Mereure ; at the Cage Militaire, the Coiirier 
de V Europe a fortnight old -, and well dressed people are 
" BOW talking of the newa of two or three weeks past, and 
plainly by their diseoiirse koow nothing of what ie pasBing. 
The whole town of Besan^on has not been able to afford 
me a sight of the Journal de Parie, nor of any paper that 
gives a detail of thetransactiona of the states ; yet it iB the 
capital of a province, lai^e as half a dozen Eoghsh coun- 
ties, and containing 25,000 houIb, — with strange to say! j — 
the post coming in but three times a week. At this event- 
ful moment, with no licence, nor even the least restraint on \ 
the press, not one paper established at Paris for circulation j 
in the provinces, with the necessary steps taken by a^efte, / 
or placard, to inform the people in all the towns of its 
establishment. For what the country knows to the con- 
trary, their deputiM are in the Bastile, instead of the 
Bastilebeingrazedyso the mob plunder, burn, and destroy, 
in complete ignorance ^nd yet, with all these shades of 
darkness, these clouds of tenebrity, this universal mass of 
ignorance, there are men every day in the states, who are 
puffing themselves off for the first nation in Europe N 
■ -■ :al,) 



the QBEATEBT pBOPtB IN THE univerhb ! as if the political,) 
jimtos, or literary circles of a capital constituted a people ; 
instead of the universal illumination of knowledge, acting 
by rapid intelligence on minds prepared by habitual energy 
of reasoning to receive, combine, and comprehend it.^/Clmt . 
this dreadful ignorance of the mass of the people, of the I 
events that most intimately concern, them, is owing to the | 
old government, no one can doubd'^ it is however curious 
to remark, that if the nobOity „{ otVct ■piovincea are 
hunted like those of Pranche n Aiotdi o^ whicli there 
is Httle reason to doubt, that wh.^''^ ^4^^ o'^- ■«^'*^ Mnlergo 
a proscription, suffer like sheen *-^ " Vt, loateog ttie least 
effort to resist the attack. Th; ' V- vV -& ■ownft^^Q^- '"™>^ 
a body that have an army of 1^ ^>^o«^ .^mft^ewWaa-, 
for though a part of those trJ^^X^Wc^ ^l .^^^^ ^^^^ 
their leaders, yet let it be ^'^ VVACT ^X.^^ °v t\t^— 
40,000. or possibly 100,000 xf ^^V 1^ <^^* jB 
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if they liad iatelligeoce and union amongst themBelyes, fill 
half the ranks of more than half the regiments of the 
kingdom, with men who have fellow-feelings and fellow- 
BufferingB with themselveali/Eut no meetings, no associa- 
tiouB among them ; no union with military men ; no taking 
refuge in the ranks of regiments to defend or avenge their 
cause ;l^rtimately for France they fall without a struggle, 
, and die without a blow. That universal circulation of in- 
telligence, which in England transmits the least vibration 
of feeling or alarm, with electric sensibility, from one end 
of the kingdom to another, and which unites in bands of 
connection men of similar interests and situations, has no 
existence in France. Thus it may be said, perhaps with 
truth, that the fall of the king, court, 1 ' 
chinch, and parliaments is owing to a v 
being quickly circulated, consequently is 
effects of that thraldom in whioh they hel 
therefore a retribution rather than a punishment. — 18 n 

The 28th. At the table d'h6te last night a person gave 
an account of being stopped at Salins for want of a paas- 
port, and suffering the greatest iuconveniencies ; I found 
it necessary, therefore, to demand one for myself, and went 
accordingly to the Bureau ; this was the house of a Mons. 
Bellamy, an attorney ; with whom the following dialogue 
ensued : 

Mais, Monsieur, gui me rejiondra de vous ? EH ce qite 
peraonne vous eonnoit ? Gonnoiseex voue qitelqun a Besan^m f 

Non personne, mon deeeein etoU cCaller a Teeoul iCoii 
fauroii eu den letireg, maUj'ai change de roiile a cause de 
CM tumuUee. 

Monsieur je ne vous connois pas, & si vous etes iriconnu a 
Besav^on vous ne pouvez avoir de passport. 

Mais void mei letlresj'en at plmienrs pour d'aulres villet 
en France, Uy a en mSme d'acbressSes a Yesoul e a Arboit, 
ouiirez £ liees lei, & vous irouvere» que Je ne suis pas inaonn-v 
ailleurs quoique je le eois a Besan^,on, 

Ifimporle ; je ne vous connois pas, il n'y a persorvM id 
qui vous connoisse ainsi vov^ n'aurei point de passport, 

Jevous dit Monsieur que eea lettres vous expliqueront. 

n mefaut des gens, et non pas des lettres p<mr m.'e3^IiqK9r 
I etet i ew UUret »e wa wdeai rim, ~ 
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to whom I applied for information, without any letter o£ 
recommeudatioD was liberal and polite, and answered mj 
enquiries satisfactorily. 

The 29th. To (>re«hamp ' the conntrj is bold and rocky, 
with fine woods, and yet it is not agreeable ; it is lihenmnj 
men that have estimable points in their characf«rB, andyi 
we cannot love them. Poorly cultivated too. Coming m 
of St, Vetii,' a. pretty riant landskip of the river doubline 
through the vale, enlivened by a village and some scattered 
houses: the most pleasing view I have seen in Franche 
CDmpt^~23 miles. 

The 30th. The mayor of Dole ' is made of as good staS 
as the notary of Besan9on ; he would give no passport ; 
but as he accompanied his refusal with neither airs nor 
graces, I let him pass. To avoid the centinels, I went 
round the town. The country to Auionne' is eheajful. 
Cross the Saone at Auionne ; it is a fine river, through & 
region of flat meadow of beautiful verdure ; commons of 
great herds of cattle ; vastly flooded, and the hay-cocka 
underwater. To Ifijon is a fine countary, but wants wood. 
My passport demanded at the gate: and as I had none, 
two bourgeois musqueteers conducted me to the hotel de 
ville, where I was questioned, but finding that I was known 
at Dijon, they let me go to my inn. Out of luuk : Mona. 
de Yirly, on whom I most depended for Dijon, is at 
Bourbon lea Bains, and Mens, de Morreaij,' the celebrated 
chymist, who I expected would have had letters for me, 
MA none, and though he received me very politely, when I 
was forced to announce myself as his brother in the royal 
society of London, yet I felt very awkwardly ; however, ' 
desired to see me again neiit morning. They teU me" 
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■ CrubimpB (Doubu). ■ St Vil [ibid.]. 

• Di'jIb (Jura). 

• (CoW-d'Or.) Thiiiliulewalled-mtowiioniHitodftHlheWtacliBoftba 
GenoanB in ISTI. 

' Gujton de Morieau, bom at Bijon, 1733, died 1813. Hia houM 
Uill remiiru. Distingaiahed scientiat and litlSrateur. Ha became M 
member of Ihe Lef^slalive Aisemblj, and joined in ibe regicide voUj 
on ihe creation of Ecole FaljMcbniqne, under the Convonlioi '' ~ 
named director. His servicea to science, industry, i-ducatron, 
piililic lieulth were considerable, and he wTOle many works of Tail 
llwirda.'- • -" 
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that tLe Istendant is fled ; and that the prince of Condi!, 
who is governor of Burgundy, ia in Gennany ; they 
positirely aeBert, and with very little ceremony, that they 
would both be hanged.if they were to come here at present; 
such ideas do not mark too much authority in the mUice 
burgeoue, as they have been instituted to stop and prevent 
hanging and plundering. They are too weak, however, to 
keep the peace : the licence and spirit of depredation, of 
which I heard eo much in cn>ssing Franche Compte, has 
taken place, but not equally in Burgundy. In this inn, 
la Ville de Lyon, there is at present a gentleman, unfortu- 
nately a seigneur, hia wife, family, threw aervants, an infant 
but a few months old, who escaped from their flaming 
chateau half naked in the nig;ht ; all their property lost I 
except the land itself ; and this family valued and es- \ 
teemed by the neighbours, with many virtues to command | 
the love of the poor, and no oppressions to provoke their 
enmity. Such abominable actions must bring the more 
detestation to the cause from being unnecessary ; the 
kingdom might have been settled in a real system of 
liberty, without the regeneration of fire and sword, plunder, 
and bloodshed. Three hundred iourgeoia mount guard 
every day at Dijon, armed, but not paid at the eipeuce of 
the town : they have also six pieces of cannon. The 
noblesse of the place, as the only means of safety, hava 
joined them — so that there are croix de St. Louis in the 
ranks. Tho palait dee etats here, is a large and splendid 
building, but uot striking proportionably to the mass and 
eipence. The arms of the prince of Condd are predomi- 
nant; and the great salon is called the Salle a manger de 
Prince. A Dijon artist has painted the liattle of Seniff.' 
and the Grande Coude thrown froQi his horse, and a del- 
ing, both well executed. Tomb ->£ xi.o du^e otBoutgogne, 
1404. A picture by Eubens at v?" ^^Vvattre-ase.' Ihey t«.-Ut 
of the house of Mons. de Mont- 'i.e v.c.'t'^'^* ^^^^^ '^"^^ ^ 
it, not shown. Dijon, on the ^i^M, -a 9. Va-i^'i^'^^^^^' 

■ Seneffe.Belgiiui,, asomewhM i^ \ft\® 0-'*'^^ t '^ ?^^^' 

niKier ilia Tridce of Orange, sflei- *V«. ^" V* ^o"^^^ 

led by tha great Condo, nth Aui>,-H->\ jB ,V* -a.W,™- ■'■■^' 

> ftirial p]a«, of lb« Duke orft^.VV -iU'^ t °*S^C*- 
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torical eTents, and drew his political conclusitma with mach 
ajrumen. I have met very few such men at table d'hdl«B. 
It may be believed, I did not forget M. de Morreaii'a ap- 
pointment. He waa as good as his word ; Madame 
Picardet ia as agreeable in conversation as ehe is learned 
LB the closet ; a very pleasing nnafEect«d woman ; she has 
translated Scheele ' from the German, and a part of Mr, 
Kirwan from the English ; a treasure to M. de Morveau. 
for she IB able and willing to converse with him on chymical 
snbjectB, and on any others that tend either to instruct or 
please. I accompanied them in their evening's promenade. 
She told me, that her brother, Mons. de Ponle, was a great 
farmer, who had sowed large quantities of Rjtipfjin, which 
he used for fattening Qxen ; she was sorry he was engaged 
BO closely in the municipal business at present, that he 
could not attend me to his farm. 

AuousT 1. Dined with Mons. de Morveau by appoint- 
ment ; Mons. ProfeaseuT Chause'e, and Mons. Picardet o£ 
the party. It was a rich day to me ; the great and just re- 
putation of Mons. de Morveau, for being not only the first 
chymist of France, but one of the greatest that Europe has 
to boast, was alone sufficient to render his company int e- 
resting ; but to find such a man Toid of afEectation ; " '"^ 
from those airs of superiority which are sometimeB 6 
in celebrated characters, and that reserve which offc 
throws a veil over their talents, as well as conceals their j| 
ficiencies for which it is intended — was very plea 
Mons. de Morveau is a lively, conversable, eloquent i 
who, in any station of life, would be sought as an a^ee 
companion. Even in this eventful moment of revolul 
the conversation turned almost entirely on chymical a 
jects. I urged him, as I have done Dr. Priestly more H 
once, and Mons. La Voisier also, to turn his enqaim 
a little to the application of his science to agriculture ; ihST 
there was a fine field for eiperiments in that line, which 
could scarcely fail of mating discoveries ; to which he 
_aBBented ; but added, that he had no time for such ei 
~' ' ' t ig clear, from hia conversation, that hia visj 
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aUe men now in every country for compiling; experi- 
■ meuters of genius should range tlxemaelvea in another 
class. If I were a sovereign, and capable consequently o£ 
rewarding merit, the moment I heard of a man of real 
genius engaged in such a work, I would give him double 
the bookseller's price to let it alone, and to employ himself 
in paths that did not admit a rival at every door. There 
are who will think that this opinion comes oddly from one 
who has pubhshed bo many booka as I have ; but I hope it 
will be admitted, to come naturally at least from, one who 
is writing a work from which he does not expect to make 
one penny, who, therefore, has stronger m.otives to brevity 
than temptations to prolixity. The view of this great_chy- 
naist'fl laboratory will show that he is not idle :— ^t consista 
of two large rooms, aJmirably furnished indeed. Thepa 
are six or seven different furnaces (of which Macijuer'a * ' 
the most powerful), and such a variety and extent of apj 
ratus, as I have seen no where else, with a fnmi' 
of specimens from the three kingdoms, as looks truly 
business. There are little writing desks, with pens and 
paper, scattered every where, and in his hbrary also, which 
is convenient. He has a large course of eudiometrical ex- 
periments going on at present, particidarly with Fontana's 
and Volta's eudiometers. He seems to think, eudiometrical 
trials are to be depended on : keeps his nitrous air in quart 
bottles, stopped with common corks, but reversed ; and that 
the air is always the same, If made from the same materials. 
A very simple and elegant method of ascertaining the pro- 
portion of vital air, he explained to us, by making the ex- 
periment ; putting a morsel of phosphorus into a glass 
retort, confined by water or mercury, and inflaming it, by 
holding a bougie under it. The diininutioa of air m.arks 
the quantity that was vital on the antiphlogistic doctrine. 
After one extinction, it will boil, but notenflame. Ha haa 
a pair of scales made at Paris, which, when loaded with 
SOOO grains, will turn with the twentieth part of one 
grain ; an air pump, with glass barrels, but one of them 
broken and'repaired; the count de Busaon'a system of 
burning lens ; an absorlwr ; a respirator, with vital air in 
a jar on one side, and lime-water in another ; and abun- 
d^ce of new and most ingemoHS iirrentioiw for 6 
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BothJDg provetl. At BeBaii9on I heard of 800 ; but how 
could a troop oE 800 banditti march through a country, ajid 
leave their edBtence the least questionable ? — as ridiculous 
as Mr. Bayes's ' army incog, 

The 2d. To Eeauiiej° a range of hilla to the right 
imder Tines, and a flat plaiu to the left, all open and too 
naked. At the little insignificant town ofJJuya^^ forty 
men mount guard every day, and a large corps at Boaune. 
J I am provided with a passport from the mayor of Dijon, 
n and a flaming cockade of the tierg etai, and therefore hope 
to avoid difficulties ; though the reports of the riots of the 
peasants are so formidahle, that it seems impossible to 
travel in safety. Stop at Tfuya for intelligence concerning 
the yineyards of this country, so famous iu France, and in- 
deed in an Europe ; and examine the Glos de Teaugeau* of 
100 jowmaux, walled in. and belonging to a convent of 
Bernardine Monks. — When are we to find these fellows 
chuBing badly ? The spots they appropriate shew what a 
righteous attention they give to t biiig s of the spirit. 2 

The 3d. Going out of Chagniei,' where I quitted the 
great Lyons road, pass by the canal of Chaulais,' which 
goes on very poorly ; it is a truly uselul' undertaking, and 
therefore left undone ; had it been for boring cannon, 
or coppering men of war, it would have been finished long 
ago. To Montcenis' a disagreeable country ; singular 
in its features. It is the seat of one Mona. W^elkaiiiBong's 
establishments for casting and boring cannon : I have 
already described one near Waniea. The French say, that 
this active Englishman is brother-in-law of Dr. Priestly, 
and therefore a friend of mankind ; and that he taught 
them to bore cannon, in order to give liberty to America. 

' Bayes is the hero of the Duka oC Bu::k Ingham's farce, ■• Tbe 
nphearaol," in which a, battle is fought betwcsti fiiot-soliiiera and greikt 
hobby-Unrses. 

' (Cflled'Or.) ' Suits (ibid.]. 

* Tliiscelebmted vineyard was oreateJ by the monka of Citeanx. Tbe 
abbey and grounds are now used as a juvenile peoiteotiorj and 
orphanage, undur State i»n(rol. 

' Cbagiiy (Sttfine and Lout?). 

* The L-aii>] here alluded tn is the canal du Centre 
" "■ ' Bind Loire). 
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decorate them. The weather, since the commencement of 
AugTiat, has been clear, bright, and bnrning ; too hot to be 
perfectly agreeable in the middle of the day, but no Sies, 
and therefore I do not regard the heat. This circumstance 
may, I think, be fised on as the test. In Languedoc, Ac. 
these heats, as I have experienced, are attended by myriads, 
and consequently they are tormenting. One bad need be 
sick at this Maison de Bourgogne ; a, healthy stomach would 
not be easily filled; yet it is the i>ost-hou8e. In the 
evening to ,Lasy,' another mieerable poat-house. Note, 
through all Burgundy the women wear ,fliQ)f>fisJ„^tt'al 
which have not nearly so good an effect as the straw 
of Alsace, — 22 miles. 

The 6th. To escape the heat, out at four in the moi 
ing, to Bourbon lancy,' through the same country incloi 
but villainously cultivated, and all amazingly improveable. 
If I bad a htrge tract in this country, I think I should not 
be long in making a fortune ; climate, prices, roads, inclo- 
Bures, and evexj advantage, except government. All from 
Autun to the lioire is a noble field for improvement, not 
J by expensive operations of manuring and draining, but 
/^. merely by jubstituting crops adapted to the soil, "^^en I 
see such a country flxua managed, and in the hands ol 
starving m.4tayere, instead of fat farmers,' I know not how 
to pity the seigneurs, great as their present sufferings are, 
I met one of them, to whom I opened my mind : — he pre- 
tended to talk of agriculture, finding I attended to it ; and 
assured me, tbat he had Abbe Boziere's eoi-pa complete, and 
he believed, from his accounts, that this country would 
not do for any thing but rye. I asked him, whether he (k 
Abb^ Eoziere knew the right end of a plough ? I" 
assured me, that he was un luimiiie de grand merite, beauea\ 
iTagricuUeur. Cross the Loire b^jraferry; it is hera 
same nasty scene of shingle, as m Touraine. Enter 
Bourbonnois ; the same inclosed country, and a beaul 
gravel road. At Chavanne le iSoi,' Mons. Joly, the at 

' Luzy (Niivre). ' (Saone and I/)ire.) 

' "Fat ikriders" intiumei'flble may now he seen at ilia Seplember 
(Autun) fair. Every kind of land lenure exisla in this part of Fruice, 
id ni^Uyage hae ereatJy advanced thti canditioD of tbe peasants. 
* ChevBgnsB (Allier). 
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done the whole. I demanded why they had no papers? 
Theyarejoo dear ; hut ehe made me pay 2i/. for one dish 
of coTee, with milk, and a piece of butter about the size of 
a walnut. It is a great pity there ia not a camp of brigands 
in your coffee-room, Madame Bourgeau. Among the many 
letters for which I am indebted to Mons. Brousaonet, few 
have proved more valuable than one I had for Macs, I'AlltiB 
de Banit, principal of the college of JSouJiftg, who entered 
With" Intelhgenco and amin'atToh~into the object of my 
journey, and took every step that was possible to get me 
well informed. He carried me to Moos, le count de Grimau, 
lieutenant general of the Baillage, i^d director of the society 
of agriculture at Moulins, who ItMit ua to dinner. He ap- 
pears to be a man of considerable fortune, of information, 
and knowledge, agreeable and polite. He diBcoursed with 
me on the state of the Bourbonndis ; and assured me, that 
estates were rather given away than sold : that the mStaysn 
were so miserably poor, it was impoasible forthem to culti- 
vate well. I started some obaervations on the modes which 
ought to be pursued ; but all conversation of that sort is 
time lost in France, After dinner, M. Grimau carried me 
to his villa, at a small distance from the town, which is 
very prettily situated, commanding a view of the vale of 
the AHj pr. Letters from Paris, which contain nothing but 
accounts truly alarming, of the violences committed all over 
the kingdom, and particularly at and in the neighbourhood 
of the capitaJL M. Necker'e return, which it was esp^cted 
would have calmed every thing, has no effect at all ^^nd it 
is particularly noted in the Hational Assembly, that there 
ia a violent party evidently bent on driving, things to ex- 
tremity ; men who, from the violence and conflicts of the 
moment, find themselves in a position, and of an impor- 
tance that results merely from public confusion, will take 
effectual care to prevent the settlement, order, and peaca]^^ 
which, if established, would be a mortal blow to their coas 
sequence : they mount by the storm, and would sink ia if 
calm. Among other persons to whom Mons. I'Abb^ ^it'9 _ 
introduced me, was the marquis de Goutte, chef d'egeadre ~ 
of the French fleet, who was taken by admiral Boaeawen at 
Louisboui^, in 1758, and carried to England, where he 
learned English, of which he yet retains something. '' 
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sufficient to turu two mills, that let at 1000 liv. {43L 158.) 
a-jear. The ponda supply the proprietor's table amply with 
fine carp, tench, perch, and eels ; and beBidea yield a regular 
revenue of 1000 liv. There are 20 arpente o£ vines that 
yield excellent white and js^_-wiae, with houses for the 
vignerona ; woods more ttian sufficient to supply the chateau 
with fuel i and lastly, nine domains or farms let to metayerK, 
tenants at will, at half produce, producing in cash, 10,500 
liv. (4591. 7s. 6d.) consequently, the gross produce, farms, 
mills, and fish, is 12,500 liv. The quantity of land, I eon- 

C;ture from viewing it, as well as from notes taken, may 
above 3000 arpents or acres, lying all contiguous and 
near the chateau. The out goings for those taxes paid by 
the landlord; repairs, garde de ekasae, game-keeper (for 
here are all the seigueural rights, haute judice, &c.) steward, 
ejpences on wine, &a amount to about 4400 liv. (192L lOs.) 
It yields therefore net something more than 8000 liv. (350L) 
a year. The price asked is 300,000 liv. (13,1251.) ; but for 
this price is given in the furniture complete of the chateau, 
all the timter, amounting, by valuation of oak only, to 
40,000 liv. (17501.) and all the cattle on the estate, viz. 
1000 sheep, 60 cows, 72 osen, 9 mares, and many hogs. 
Knowing, as I did, that I could, on the security of thi« 
estate, borrow the whole of the purchaBe-m.oney, I with- 
stood no trifiing temptation when I turned my back on it. 
The finest climate in Prance, perhaps in Europe j a beau- 
tiful and healthy country ; excellent roads ; a navi)!;afcion 
to Paris; wine, game, fish, and every thing that ever 
appears on a table, except the produce of the tropics ; a 
good house, a fine garden, ready markets for every sort of 

E reduce; and, above all the rest, 3000 acres of inclosed 
i-nd, capable in a very Uttle time of being, vrithout ei- 
pence, quadrupled in its produce, altogether formed a 
picture sufficient to tempt a man who had been five-and- 
twenly years in the constant practice of husbandry adapted 
to this soil. But the state of government — the possibility 
that the leaders of the Paris democracy might in theyr 
wisdom abolish property as well as rank ; and that in buy* 
ing an estate I might be purchasing my share in a dvil 
war — deterred me from engaging at present, and induced 
me only to request that the marquis would give mo the ya- 
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tapeBtry, and unsavoury scents o£ iheLifon S_Of I 
tumod my mare towards Chateauneuf.' on tEe road to 
Auvergne. The accompanyment of tlie river makes the 
country pleasant. I found the inn fall, busy, and bos " 
To St. Poncin.— 30 miles. 

The 11th. Early to.Eioip,' in Auvergne. Near \ 
town the country is interesting ; a fine wooded vale t 
left, every where bounded by mountains ; and those nears- 
to the right of an interesting outline. Riom, part of which 
is pretty enough, is ail volcanic j it is built of lava from the 
quarries of Tolvic, which are highly curioua to a natui-alist. 
The level plain, which I passed in going to Clermont, is 
the commencement of the famous Limagne of Auvet^e, 
asserted to be the moat fertile of aU France ; biit that-is 
an error, T have seen richer land in both Flanders and 
Normandy. This plain is aa level as a still late ; tbemoun- 
teins are all volwmic, and consequently interesting. — PaBs 
a scene of very fine irrigation, that vnll strike a farming 
eye, to Mont Ferrand,' and after that to Clermont, Giom, 
Ferrand, and Clermont, are all built, or rather perched, on 
' / the tops of rocks. Clermont is in the midst of a most 
I curious country, all volcanic ; and ia built and paved with 
lava : much of it forms one of the worst built, mrtlest, and 
most stinking places I have met i^jljj There are many 
streets that can, for blackness, dirt, and ill scents, only be 
represented by narrow channels cut in a night dunghiU. 
The contention of nauseous savours, with whioJi the air is 
impregnated, when brisk motmtaia gales do not ventilato 
these excrementitioua lanes, made me envy the nerves of 
the good people, who, for what I linow, may be happy ji 
them. It ia the fair, the town full, and the table d'h" 
crouded. — 25 mUee. 

The 12th. Clermont is partly free from the reproac.. ,^ 
throw on Moulina and Besan9on, for there is a saiie dd 
leciurt at a Mons. Bovaros, a bookseller, where I found 
several newspapers and journals ; but at the cofEee-houaOi I 
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' Monlferrand, formerly a corsidemble town and fortress, may ni 
be considered a auburb of Clennont-Ferrond, chef-lieu of the dHpartn ~ 
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enquired for ttein in vain: — they tell me also, that the 
people here are great politiciona, and attend the arrival of 
the courier with impatience. The consequence is, there 
have been no riots; the most ignorant will always be the 
readiest for mischief ^..i^ie great news just arrived from 
Fans, of the utter abolition of tythes, feudal rights, game, 
warrens, pidgeona, Ac. haa been received with the greatest 
joy by the mass of the people, and by all not immediately 
interested ; and some even of the latter approve highly of 
the declaration: but I have had much conversation with 
two or three very sensible people, who complain bitterly of 
the gross injustice and cruelty of any auch declarations of 
what will bo done, but is not effected and regulated at the 
moment of declaring. Mons. I'Abb^ Arbre, to whonL Mons. 
de Brouaaonet's letter introduces meiTfa3 the goodness not 
only to give me all the information relative to the curii 
country around Clermont, which particularly depended 
hia enquiries aa a naturalist, but also introduced me 
Mons. Chabrql, as a gentleman who has attended much to 
agriculture, and who answered my enquiries in that line 
with great readiness. 

The 13th. At(Eoya,' near Clermont, a village in the- 
volcanic mountains, which are so curious, and of latfi years 
BO celebrated, are some springe, reported by philosophical, 
travellers to be the finest and most abundant in France;; 
to view these objects, and more still, a very fine irrigation, 
said also to be practised there, I engaged a guide. Eeport, 
when it speaks of things of which the reporter is ignorant, 
is sure to magnify ; the irrigation is nothing more than 
a mountain side converted by water to some tolerable 
meadow, but done coarsely, and not well understood. That 
in the vale, between Eiom ancl JeTraod, far escecda it* 
The springs are curious and >, Afgrt'^'- ^^^^ 6"*^- •" 



powerful enough to turn a miVi i.O'^^ n5ea.\'».\o"b6^o'«^'^° 
Tillage. About half a league V* \vVO ^Zlv^ aie-niMiy ow^««^ 
they are mdecd so numeroUs^V"^^ <* <c6^1 *'^^°'i^?™ 
the rocks or hills is without ^ \^V^ fe'^ t,*^ 
that my guide, instead of V V^A.oJ' ^vvO 
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was in reality igooraiit ; I therefore took a woman to con- 
duet me to the Hpringa higher up the mountain ; on my 
, return, she was arrested by u, soldier of the guards bourgeoie 
(for even this wretched village is not without its national 
militia), for having, without permission, become the guide 
ot a stranger. She was conducted to a heap of stonea, they 
call the chateau. They told me they had nothing to do 
with me ; hut as to the woman, she should be taught more 
prudence for the future ; as the poor devil was in jeopardy 
on my account, I determined at onco to accompany them 
for the chance of getting her cleared, by attesting her ii 
nocence. We were followed by a mob of all the v'" 
with the woman's children crying bitterly, for fear tU 
mother should he imprisoned. At the castle, we v 
some time, and were then shewn into another apartmet 
where the town committee was assembled ; the accusation 
was heard ; and it was wisely remarked by all, that, in 
such dangerous times as these, when all the world knew 
that so great and powerful a person as the queen was con- 
spiring against France in the most alarming manner, for 
a woman to become the conductor of a stranger — -and of a 
stranger who had been making so many suapicious en- 
quiries as I had, was a high offence. It was immediately 
agreed, that she onght to be imprisoned. I assured them 
she was perfectly innocent ; for it was impossible that any 
guilty motive should be her inducement ; finding me 
curious to see the springs, having viewed the lower onea, 
and wanting a. guide for seeing those higher in the moun- 
tains, she offered herseK : that she certainly had no other 
than the industrious view of getting a few Bo/a for her poor • 
family. They then turned their enquiries against myi "' 
that if I wanted to see springs only, what induced n 
ask a multitude of questions concerning the price, i 
and product of the lands ? What had such enquiries b 
with springs and volcanoes ? I told them, that cultavE 
some land in England, rendered such things interestii 
me personally : and lastly, that if they would aend to C 
mont, they might know, from several respectable pera 
the truth of ^ I asserted ; and therefore I hoped, i 
was the woman's first indiscretion, for Icould not a 
xnce, they would dismiss her.' This was refused at 6 
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which volubility ia proportioned to ignorance? Aecoimt 
for tlie fact as yon please, but it is confirmed with me, and 
admits no doubt. 

The 14th. Tdi Izoire,^ the country all interesting, from 
the number of conic moontaina that rise in every quarter ; 
Home are crowned with towns ;— on others are Hotnau 
castles, and the knowledge that the whole is the work of 
subterranean fire, though in ages far too remote for any 
record to announce, keeps the attention perpetually alive. 
Mons. de I'Arbre had given me a letter to Jfoos. 3]^^ 
doctor of physic, at Izoiro : I foand him, with all tfie 
townsmen, collected at the hotel de vUte, to hear a news- 
paper read- He conducted me to the upper end of the 
room, and seated me by himseU : the subject of the papCT 
was the suppression of the religious houses, and the com- 
mutation of tythes. I observed that the auditors, among 
j whom were some of the lower claas, were very attentive ; 
and the whole company seemed well pleased vrith whatever 
concerned the tythes and the monks. Mons. Bn-s, who Is 
a sensible and intelligent gentleman, walked with me to 
his farm, about half a league from the town, on a soil of 
superior richness ; like all other farms, this ia in the hands 
of a vtetayer. Supped at his house afterwards, in an 
, agreeable company, with much animated political conver- 
I sation. We discussed the news of the day ; they were in- 
jclined to approve of it very warmly ; but I contended that 
[the National Assembly did not proceed on any reguLir well 
Idigested system : that they seemed to have a rage for 
*]pOTing down, but no teste for^ rebuilt! ing : that if they 
procefSed much further in such a plan, destroying 
thing, but establishing nothing, they would at last 
the kingdom into such confusion, that they would 
themselves be without power to restore it to peaca 
order ; and that such a situation would, in its nature, be 
on the brink of the precipice of bankruptcy and civil war. 
, — I ventured further, to declare it as my idea, that without 
I an upper house, they never cfluld have either a good or a 
durable constitution. We had a difference of opinion oa 
Hheso points; but I was glad to find, that there could be 

' iBsoire (Fuy de D6me]. 
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of eicellent vin hlanc moutgeux, made in AuTergne. 
enquired of him the meaas of going to the mine of afl 
gg^, four leagues from beace ; but he said the countr_ 
was BO uTiToge in that part, and had lat«ly been mis- 
chievouB, that he advised me by all means to give up the 
project. This country, from climate, as well as pines, 
must be very high. I have been for three days past 
melted with heat ; but to-day, though the bud is bright^' ij 
the heat has been quite moderate, like an English euin 
mer'a day, and 1 am assured that they never have i 
hotter; but complain of the winter's cold being 
severe, — and that the snow in the last was siil^ea in 
deep on the. level. The interesting circumstance of tfej 
whole is the volcanic origin : all buildings and wallS-aiS 
laya : the roads are mended with lava, pozzuolana, a 
basalts ; and the face of the country everjrwhere exhibi 
the origin in subterranean fire. The fertility, however, % 

, not apparent, without reflection. The crops are not est^ 
ordinary, and many bad; but then the height is to b* 
considered. In no other country that I have seen are 
such great mountains as these, cultivated so high; here 
com is seen every where, even to their tops, at heights 
where it is as usual to find rock, wood, or ling (erica vul- 
garit). — 12 miles. ~~ ~ — - - 

The 17th. The whole range of the fifteen miles to lie 
Puy en Velay, ia wonderfully interesting. Nature, in the 
production of this country, such as we see it at present, 

I must have proceeded by means not common elsewhere. 
It is all in its form tempestuous as the billowy ocean. 
Mountain rises beyond motmtain, with endless variety: 
not dark and dreary, like those of equal height in other 
countries, but spread with cultivation (feeble indeed) to 
the very tops. Some vales sunk among them, of beautiful 
verdure, please the eye. Towards Le Puy the scenery is 
still more striking, from the addition of some of the most 
singular rocks any where to be seen. The castle of 

I Polignaci' from which the duke takes his title, is built on 
a l>old and enormous one, it is almost of a cubical form, ' 

I and towers perpendicularly above the town. " ' " ~ 
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Tlie 18tb. Leaving Puy, the hill wlach the road mounta 
on the way to iQoateroua,' for (oiiror five miles, commanda 
a, view of the town far more picturesque than that of 
Clermont. The mountam, covered with its conical town, 
crowned by a vast rock, with those of St. Michael and oi 
Polignac, form a most singular ecene. The.road Ib a noble 
one, formed of lava and pozzuolana. The adjacent declivi- 
ties have a strong diBpoBitidtl fo run into basaltic pentagons 
and sexagons ; the atones put up in the road, by way 
of posts, are parts of basaltic columna. The inn at Pra- 
delies,' kept by three sisters, Pichots, is one of the worst I 
have met with in France. Contraction, poverty, dirt, and 
darknesa. — 20 miles. 

The 1 9th. To^piuytz;^ mne woods abound ; there are 
saw m Uls. and with ratchet wheela to bring the tree to the 
saw, without the constant attention of a man, as in the 
Pyrenees ; a great improvement. Pass by a new and 
beautiful road, along the side of immenae mountains of 
grauitfi; cheenut.. tregs spread in every quarter, aud cover 
with luxuriance of vegetation rocks apparently so naked, 
that earth seems a stranger. This beautiful tree is known 
to delight in volcanic soils and situations : many are very 
large; I measured one fifteen feet in circumference, at five 
from the ground ; and many are nine to ten feet, and fifty 
to aisty high. At Maisse * the find road ends, and then a 
rocky, almost natural one for some mUes ; but for half a 
mile before Thuytz recover the new one again, which is here 
eqnal to the finest to be seen, formed of volcanic materials, 
forty feet broad, vrithont the least stone, a firm and natu- 
rally level cemented surface. They tell me that 1800 toisea 
of it, or about 2i miles, coat 180.000 Uv. (82501.) It con- 
ducts, according to custom, to a miserable inn, but with a 
lat^e stable ; and in every respect Mons. Grenadier excels 
tho Demoiselles Pichota. Here mulberries first appea^ 
and with them flies ; for this is the fir^Tay T TTave Tieen 
incommoded. At Thuytz I had an object which I sup- 
posed would demand a whole day : it is within four hours 
ride of the Montagne de la coupe au Colet cHAiaa' of which 



I Co'itpvoH (Hto. Loire). = Fradellfs (Ule. Loire). 
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Gravene,' which is an extmgiiisLecl volcano likewise, but the 
erater not discernible without difficulty. In conversation 
with him a.nd another gentleman, on agriculture, particularly 
the produce of mulberries, they mentioned a small piece of 
land that produced, by silk o.^ y, 120 Ht, (51. Ss.) a year, 
and being contiguous to tte road wo walked to it. Ap- 
pearing very Biaall for such a produce, I stepped it to 
ascertain the contents, and minuted them in my pocket- 
book. Soon after, growing dark, I took my leave of the 
gentlemen, and retired to my inn. What I had done had 
more witnesses than I dreamt of; for at eleven o'clock at 
night, a full hour after I had been asleep, the commander 
of a file of twenty iniUee bourgeois, with their musquets, or 
Bworda, or sabres, or pikes, entered my chamber, sur- 
rounded my bed, and demanded my passport A dialogue 
ensued, too long to minute ; I was forced first to give them 
my passport, and, that not aatisfying them, my papers. 
They told me that I waa imdoubtedly a conspirator with 
the Queen, the count d'Artois, and the count d'Entraguea 
(who has property here), who had employed me as an 
arpenteiir, to measure their fields, in order to double their 
taxes. My papers being in English saved me. They ha^ 
taken it into their heads that I was not an Englishmaji — 
only a pretended one ; for they apeak such a jargon them- 
selves, that their ears were not good enough to discover by 
my language that I was an undoubted foreigner. Their find- 
ing no maps, or plane, nor anything that they could convert 
by supposition to a cof^EMfre of their parish, had ite effect, as 
I could see by their manner, for they conversed entirely in 
Patoia. Perceiving, however, that they were not satisfied, 
and talked much of the count d'Entraguea, I opened a 
bundle of letters that were sealed — these, gentlemen, are 
my letters of recommendation to various cities of France 
and Italy, open which you please, and you will find, for 
they are written in French, that I am an honest English- 
man, and not the rogue you take me for. On this they 
held a fresh consultation and debate, which ended in my 
favour ; they refused to open the letters, prepared to leave 
me, eaying, that my numerous questions about lands, and 

' La Grnvennc, osvended from TIiuhj'Is, 
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cated her imhurt, secured the chaise, and, then with still 
greater difficulty, regained the road with both. This wa*i, 
by far the narrowest escape I have had. A bleseed country 
for a broken limb — eonfioement for six weeks or two months 
at the Cheval Blanc, at Aubenaa, an inn that would hiive 
been purgatory to one of mj hogs : — alone, — without rela- 
tion, friend, or eervant, and not one person in sixty that 
speaks French. — Thanks to the good providence that 
served me ! What a aituation — I shudder at the reflt 
more than I did falling in the jaws of the predpi 
Before I got from the place there were seven men about 
me, I gave them a 3 liv. piece to drink, which for some- 
time they refused to accept, thinking, with unaffected 
modesty, that it was too much. At Aubenas repaired the 
harness, and leaving that place, viewed the silk mills, wl 
are eoDsiderable. Eeach ViHeneuve de berg. I was 
mediately hunted out by the miliee bowrgeoiae. 
your certificate ? Here again the old objection that 
features and person were not described. -^Totat papera t 
The importance of the case, they said, was great : and 
looked as big as if a marshal's batton was in hand. Thej 
tormented me with an hundred questions ; and then pro>. 
nounced that I was a suspicious looking person. Tl 
could not conceive why a SufEolk farmer could travel ii 
the Vivarais ? Never had they heard of any person travt 
ling for agriculture ! They would take my passport to t 
hotel de ville — have the permanent council assembled — and 
place a centinel at my door. I told them they might do 
what they pleased, provided they did not prohibit my 
dinner, as I was hungry ; they then departed. In aboiA'- 
half an hour a gentle man- like man. a Croix de St. ~ 
came, asked me Eome questions very politely, and 
not to conclude that Maria Antonietta and Arthnr Yoi 

I were at this moment iu any very dangerons 
He retired, saying, he hoped I should not meet whli 
difficulties. In another half hour a soldier came to con< 
me to the hotel de ville ; where I found the council 
I bled ; I had a good many questions asked ; and some ei- 
I preseions of surprise that an English farmer should travel 
' so far for agriculture — they had never heard of such a 
• tiling ; — but aU was in a polite liberal manner ; and thoi 
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hundred years after his esertiona, let me do honour to his 
memory, he was aa cxcalleiit farmer and a truAsptLtoot, 
and would not Lave been fixed on by Henry IV. aa his 
chief agent in the great project of introducing the culti4 
of silk in France, if he had not possessed a congiderri 
reputation ; a reputation well earned, since posterity h 
confirmed it. The period of his practice ie too remot^l 
gain anything more than a general outline of vbat mJ 
now be supposed to have been bia farm. The basis of 1 
ia limestone ; there is a grea.t oak wood near the chateaH 
and many vines, with plenty of mulberries, someapparenfl 
old enough to have been planted by the hand of tbe Ten 
able genius that has rendered the ground classic, 
estate of Pradel, which ia about 5000 liv. (2181. ISs.)! 
year, belongs at present to the marquis of Mirabel wHp 
inherits it in right of his wife, as the descendant of De 
Serrea. I hope it ia exempted for ever from all taxes ; he 
whose writings laid the foundation for the improvement of 
a kingdom, should leave to his posterity some marks of 
hia countrymen's gratitude. When the present bishop of 
Sisteron was shewn, lite me, the farm of De Serres, he re- 
marked, that the nation ought to erect a statue to bis 
memory.' The sentiment ie not without merit, though 
no more than common snuff-box chat ; but if this bishop 
has a well cultivated farm in Ids hands it does him honour. 
Supped with Mons. and Madame de Boissiere, &c and had 
the pleasure of an agreeable and interesting conversation. 
— 21 miles. 
■V The 21st. Mons. de Boissiere, wishing to take my advice 
T* in the improvement of a farm, which he had taken into 
^f- 'I, his hands, six or seven miles from Berg, in my road to 
.^jTiviera, accompanied me thither. I advised him to form 
, ,'■ one well executed and well improved inclosure every year 
— to finish as ho advances, and to do well what he attempts 
to do at all; and I cautioned him against the common 
abuse of that excellent husbandry, paring and burning. I 
suspect, however, that his homme d! affaire will be too potent 
for the English traveller. — I hope he has received the 
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able lady, that a longer stay here would have been deliciff 
— but the plough! 

The 23d, By appointment, accompanied Mons. FaujaL., 
to his country-seat and farm at rOriol,' fifteen miles north 
of Montilimart, where he is buOding a good house. I was 
pleased to find his farm amount to 280 sgjitoi;^ ' of land : I 
Bhould have liked it better, had it not "been m the hands of 
&m6tayeT. Mona.Faujas pleases mo much; the liveliness, 
TiTacity, pklogUton of hia character, do not run into pert- 
nesB, foppery, or affectation ; he adheres steadily to a sub- 
ject ; and shews, that to clear up any dubious point, by 
the attrition of different ideaa in. conTereation, gives him 
pleasure ; not through a vain fluency of colloquial powera, 
but for better understanding a subject. The nest day, 
Mods. I'Abb^ Berenger, and another gentlemen, passed it 
at Mons. Faujas' : we walied to the Abbe's farm. He ia 
of the good order of beings, and pleases me much ; etirS of 
the parish, and president of the permanent council. Heis 
at present warm on a project of reuniting the protestanta 
to the church ; spoke, with great pleasure, of Jiaving per- 
suaded them, on occasion of the general thanksgiving for 
the esfabbBhment of liberty, to return thanks to God, and 
sing the Te Dewm in the catholic church, in common an 
brethren, which, from confidence in his character, they did. 
His is firmly persuaded, that by both parties giving way t, 
little, and softening or retrenching reciprocally somevlu ' 
in points that are disa^eeable, they may bo broo^ 
together. The idea ia so liberal, that I question it for ti 
multitude, who are never governed by reason, but by trifl _^^ 
and ceremonies, — and who are usually attached to th^ 
religion, in proportion to the absurditieH it abounds with. 
I have not tiie least doubt but the mob in England would 
be much more scandalized at parting with the creed of ^t 
AthanasiuB, than the whole bench of bishops, whose illui ^^ 
nation would perhaps reflect correctly that of the thnj 
Mons. I'Abbc Berenger has prepared a memorial, wMd 
ready to be presented to the National Assembly, pro 
and esplaining this ideal union of the two religion* 
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It is situated on a basa,ltiG rock, nearly perpendicular, yiivt 
every columnar proof of its volcanic origin. See Moaa. J* 
Faujas' Beeherekee. In the afternoon to Piers lii^el. 
througli a country Bteril, uninteresting, and far inferior to 
the environs of Montilimart. — 22 miles. 

The 26th. To Oange,* the country not much better ; a 
range of mountains to the left : see nothing of the Bhone. 
At that town there are remains of a large'Koman building, 
seventy or eighty feet high, called a circus, of a triumphal 
arch, which, though a good deal decayed, manifests, in its 
remains, no ordinary decoration, and a pavement in the 
house of a poor person, which is very perfect and beautiful, 
but much inferior to that of Nismea, The vent de bixe has 
blown strongly for several days, with a clear sky, temper- 
ing the heats, which are sometimes sultry and oppressive; 
it may, for what I know, be whoJcaome to TVench'conslitu^ 
tions, butitisdiabohcaltomine ; I fonndmyself very indif- 
ferent, and as if I was going to be ill, a new and untiaual 
I sensation over my whole body, never dreaming of the 
\ wind, I knew not what to attribute it to, but my complaint 
I coming at the same time, puts it out of doubt ; besides, in- 
stinct now, much more than reason, makes me guard as 
much as I can against it. At four or five in the morning 
it is so cold that no traveller ventures out. It is more 
penetratingly drying thaJi I had any conception of; other 
[winds atop the cutaneous perspiration ; but this piercicg 
through the body seems, by its sensation, to dessicate all 
the interior humidity ,^^0 miles. 

The 27th. To Avignon. — Whether it was because I had 
read m.uch of this town in the history of the middle a^es, 
or because it had been the residence of the Popes, or more 
probably from the still more interesting memoirs which 
Petrarch has left concerning it, in poems that will laat as 
long as Italian elegance and human feelings shall exist, 
I know not— but I approached the place with a sort of in- 
terest, attention, and espectancy, that few towns have 
kindled. Laura's tomb, is in the church of the Cordeliers ; 
it is nothing but a stone in the pavement, with a figuro en- 
graven on it partly effaced, surrounded by an inscription in 

• Piarrektla (Drfime), ' (Vauclufle.) 



3 



254 TEAVEL3 IS FRASCE. [AD01 

from the manners of the classes that frequent these tables. 
Not one time in forty vill a foreigner, as such, receiya the 
least mark of attention. The only political idea here is, 
that if the English should attack Prance, they have a 
million of men in arms to receive them ; and their igno- 
rance seems to know no distinction between men in arms 
in their towns and villages, or in action without the king- 
dom. They conceive, as 8t«me observeB, much better than 
they combine : I put some questions to them, but in vain : 
I asked, if the union of a rusty firelock and a bourgeoit 
made a soldier? — I asked them, in which of tbeir ' 
they had wanted men? I demanded, whether they 
ever felt any other want than that of money? 

whether the conversion o£ a million of men, into 

bearers of musqnete, would made money more plentiM?'" 
I asked, if personal service was not a tax ? And whether 
paying tbe tax of the service of a million of men increased 
tbeir faculties of paying other and more useful taxes? I 
begged them to inform me, if the regeneration of the 
kingdom, which had put arms into tbe hands of a million 
of mob, had rendered industry more productive, internal 
peace more secure, confidence more enlarged, or credit 
more stable ? And lastly, I assured them, that should the 
English attack them at present, they would probably make 
the weakest figure they had done from the foundation of 
their monarchy : but, gentlemen, the English, in spite of 
the example yon set them in the American war, will dia-\ 
dain such a conduct ; they regret the constitution you are 
forming, because tbey think it a bad one — but whatever 
you may estabhsh, you will have no interruption, but many | 
good wishes from your neighbour. It was all in vain; 
they were well persuaded their government was the best 
in the world ; that it was a monarchy, and no republic 
which I contended ; and that the English thought it good. 
because they would unquestionably abolish their house of 
lords, in the enjoyment of which accurate idea I left tbem. 
— In tbe evening to Lille,' a town which has lost its name 
in the world, in the more splendid fame of Vaucluee. 
There can hardly be met with a richer, or better cultivated 
' L'Ule, BlRt. (Vsnrliisp], on an island Earrounded bj br«nciwa ot 
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grren it. The pcnrer <^ nxka, and wU«r. and moimtaiiiM, 
even in tbeir b^«8t festorM, to arrest attentioD, and fill 
the boaom whli sensatioiBB that banish the msipid feelings 
of eiHBiiuni life — hcdds not <^ Jm^Bifm^g uUnre. To gire 
energjr to sodi aeanations, it nnrt leecire aainiatioti £roiii 
theixeatiTeto*Kh<rfaTiTtdtBDCT: desciibfd by the poet, 
or connected vitb tbe letadaice, aetioos, poisiiits, or pas- 
■ioBS of groat genioseea; it Htcs, as it mv. peretmified br 
talents, and oonunandfl tbe interest llLit Jj'n-atbes aromid 
■baterer is coDsecnted bj fame. T«J>r^)D.' Qnit tbe 
Pope's tenitorj, bj croasing tbe DmuQce ; there Tiew tbe 
dteleton of tbe naTigation. of Boi^elin, the vorb of tbe 
anbbisbop of Aii, a noble project, and, where finished, 
perfectly well eaeented ; a bill is pierced by it for a quarter 
of a niik, a wori: that ritals tbe gnateat eimilar exertions. 
It baa, however, stood stiU many years for want of money. 
Tbe v^id de iize gone, and tbe heat increased, the wind 
now S.W. my health better to a moment, wbii::h prows 
' bow pernicious it is, even in Aognst.- — 20 miles. 

The 30th. I forgot to obsetre that, for a few days 
past, I hare been pestered with all the mob of the cormuy 
shooting : one would think that every msty gun in Pro- 
vence is at work, killing all sorts of birds; the shot baa 
Mien five or six tunes in my chaise and abont my eais. 
The National Assembly has declared that ereiy m^ has 
a right to Vill game on his own land ; and advancing this 
Tp jtTJTii so abanrd as a declaration, though so wise as a law, 
without any statute of provision to secure the right of 
game to the possessor of the soil, according to the tenor 
of the vote, has, as I am every where informed, filled all 
the fields of France with sportsmen to an utter nuisance. 
The same effects have flowed from declarations of ri^ 
Telative to tythes, taxes, feudal rights, &c. In the declan- 
tjons, conditions and compensations are talked of ; but an 
unruly ungovernable multitude s^ze the benefit of the 
abobtioo, and laugh at the obligations or recompense. 
Out by daybreak for Salon.* in oider to view tbe Crau, 
one of tbe most singular districts in France for its soil, or 
rather want of soil, being apparently a re^on of sea flints, 

■ (VvKlnse.} ' (Booches du lUifiiie.) 
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I utUfi loss of all influence ; it vox 
some plain and simple mode of com- 
pengation ; but the declaration of the National Assembly 
allows none ; and it is feelingly known In ibis chateau, 
that the solid payments which the Assembly have declared 
to be racketable are erery hour falling to nothing, withoat 
a shadow of recompense. The people are ia arms, and at 

I this moment very unquiet. The situation.of . thejiohiU^ 
in thie country is pitiable ; they are under apprehensions 
that nothing will be left them, but simply such houses aa 
the mob allows to stand unbumt ; that the metayen will 
retain their farms without paying the landlord his half of 
the produce ; and that, in case of such a refusal, there ia 
actually neilier law nor authority in the country to pre-' 
Tent it. Hero is, howeyer, in this bouEe, a laj:ge and an 
agreeable society, and cheerful to a miracle, consideiing 
the times, and what such a great baron is losing, wlio has 
inherited from bis ancestors immense possessions, now 
frittering to nothing by the reTolution, This chateau, 
splendid even in ruins, the venerable woods, park, and all 
the ensigns of family and command, with the fortune, and 
even the lives of the owners at the mercy, an d tranip led 
on by an armed rabble. What a spectacle ! TheBaron 
baa a, very fine and well filled library, and one part of it 
totally with books and tracts on agriculture, in all the 
languages of Europe, His collection of these ia nearly as 
numerous as my own. — 20 miles. 

The 2d. Mons. Le President dedicated this day for an 
excursion to his mountain-farm, five miles off, where he 
has a great range, and one of the finest lakes in Provence, 
two thousand toises round, and forty feet deep. Directly 
from it rises a fine mountain, consisting of a mass of shell 
agglutinated into stone ; it is a pity this h'T? is not planted, 
as the water wants the immediate accompanyment of wood. 
Carp rise to 251b, and eels to 121b. (Note, there are carp 
in the lake Bourget, in Savoy, of 601b.) A neightxiuring 
gentleman, Mons. Jouvent, well acquainted with the agri- 
culture of this country, accompanied us, and spent the rest 
of the day at the castle. I had much valuable information 
from the baron de Tour d'Aiguea, this gentleman, and from 
Jlons. I'AbbiS de , I forget his name. In the evening 
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I'Abbe Eaynal, the celebrated author. At the table d'h6te, 
the count de Mir abeg.u, both here and at Aix, a. topic of 
[Conversation ; TTipected to have found him more popular, 
' ■om the extravagancies committed in his favour in Pro- 
ice and at Marseillea ; the;' consider him merely as a 
Itician of great abilities, whose principles are favourable 
theirs: as to his private character, thejthink they have 
nothing to do with it; and assert, that they had much 
rather trust to a ro^e of abilities^ than put any confidence 
in an honest run.n o£ no talents ; not, however, meaning to 
lassert, that Mens, de Mirabeau deserved auy such appella- 
tion. They say he has an estate in Provence. I observed, 
that I waa glad to hear he had property ; for, in such re- 
volutions, it was a necessary hold on a man, that he will 
not drive every thing to confusion, in order to possess a 
consequence and importance which cannot attend him in 
peaceable and quiet times. But to be at Marseilles without 
seeing i ^bbe ^^yngi^one of the undoubted precursors of 
the present revolution in France, would be mortifying. 
Having no time to wait longer for letters, I took the reso- 
lution to introduce myself. He was at the house of his 
friend Mens. Bertraud. I told him my situation : and, 
with that ease and politeness which flows from a ma""^" 
knowledge of the world, he replied, that he was alwi 
happy to be of use to ajiy gentleman of my natji 
and, turning to his friend, said, here also is one, Sir, ■? 
loves the English, and nnderstanda their language, 
conversing on i^riculture, which I had mentioned iis i 
object of my journey, they both expressed tlieir surpriaj 
find, by accounts apparently authentic, that we import 
great quantities of wheat, instead of exporting, as we for- 
merly did ; and desired to know, if this was really the case, 
to what it was owing P and recurring, at the same time, to 
the Mercure de France for a statement of the export and 
import of com, he read it as a quotation from Mr. Arthur 
Young. This gave me the opportunity of saying, that I 
was the person, and it proved a lucky introduction ; for it 
was not possible to be received with more politeness, ot 
with more offers of service and assistance. I explained, 
that the change had taken place in consequence of a vast 
JasectEogulation, a cause still increasing more n 
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to be drawn from that prodigious event, be adopted ? that 
all traD^iDurine. or distant dominionB, are souni^ of weak - 
neas : &nd tTiatlJ^ ronoiuice them would bd uiAdojn. Apjily 
this iu Franu; to St. DoDiIugo, in Spain to Peru, or in 
England to Bengal, and mark the ideas and replieB that-'; 
are escited. I have no doubt, however, of the fact. W 
complimented him on his generous gift to the society of' 
agriculture at Paris of 1200 liv, for a premium ; he eaii 
they had thanked him, not in the usual form, by the secre- 
tary signing alone, but bad every one present signed it. 
He said, that he should do the same by the academies of 
sciences and bellee lettrcs ; and he has given the same sum 
to the academy at MarseiHes, for a premium relative to 
I their commerce. He said also, that he had formed a plan 
. which he should execute when he has saved money enough, 
which is to expend, by means of the society of agriculture. 
|1200 liv. a year in purchasing models of aU the useful im- 
plements of husbandry to be found in other countries. , 
especially in England, and to spread them over Frauoe. 
The idea is an excellent one, and merits great praise ; yet 
it is to be questioned, whether the effect would answer the 
eipence. Give the tool itself to a farmer, and he will not 
know how to use it, or will be too much prejudiced to like 
it; a model he will still less take the trouble to copy. 
Gentlemen farming every where their own lands, with 
enthusiasm and passion for the art, would apply and use 
those models ; but I fear that none such are to be found 
iu Prance. The spirit and pursuits of gentlemen must be 
changed from their present frivolous turns, before any 
such thing could he effected. He approved of my recom- 
mending turni])a and potatoes; but said, that good sorts 
were wanting; and mentioned a trial he had made him- 
self, a comparison of the English and Provenfal potatoes 
in making bread, and the English produced one-third 
more flour than the French. — Among other causes of bad 
husbandry in France, he namaii.the dlegalitv of usury ; at 
present moneyed people" m the country locked it upj instead 
of lending it for improvement. These sentiments of an 
Uluatrious writer do him honour ; and it was pleasing to 
me to find, that he gave attention to objects which have 
Imost monopolized mine; and yet more so to find, 1" 
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been pi-aised much beyond ita merit. The vale is every 
where richly ctiltiTated, and planted wit h olives ajidjnDM, 
with a mixture of some ""TllhsniBJi 1V!''t'"'"'^^ nt.hgffriiit 
trees. The hills are either rocks, or spread with a poof 
vegetation of evergreens, pines, lentiacus, &c. The vale, 
though scattered with white bttstideg which animate the 
Bcene, yet betrays that poverty in the robe o£ nature, 
which always ofEends the eye where olives and fruits form 
the principal cloathing. Every view is meagre, on compari- 
son with the rich folisge of our northern forests. The 
I only singular features are the oranp e and le mon tre gs t 
they here thrive in the open air, are of a great size, and 
render every garden interesting to eyes that travel to the 
south ; but last winter's frost has shorn them of their 
glory. They are all so nearly destroyed as to be cut 
almost to the root, or to the trunk, but are in general 
shooting again. I conjecture that these trees, even when 
in health and foliage, however they may be separately 
taken, add but little to the general effect of a view. They 
are all in gardens, mixed with walla and houE_j, and con- 
sequently lose much beauty as the part of a landscape. 
Lady Craven's Tour sent me to the chapel of Notre Dame 
de amtolation,' and to the hills leading to Mons. Glapiere do 
St. Tropes ; and I asked for father Laurent, who was how- 
ever, very little sensible of the honour she had done him. 
The views from the hills on both sides of the town t 
moderate. The islands Portecroix, Pourcurolle, and I 
{the nearest joined to the continent by a causeway t 
saltmarsh, which they call a. pond,) the hills, i 
rocks, all are naked. The pines that spread on a 
them have not a much better effect than gorse. 1 
dure of the vale is hurt by the hue of the olives. 
a fine outhne to the views ; but for a chmate, where v 
tation is the chief glory, it ie poor and mc^re ; and d 
not refresh the imagination with the idea of a thick b' 

' Notre Dame, a favonrite pilgri 
■ The Isles d'Hy^res or Isles d'C . 

I. Forqaerollea (300 inhubitanls, S miles Inng). 

a. I'ortCros. 

3. Levant nr Titan, is the largest and moat beautiral, and « 
lilenliary for boya 
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perBona, who I auppose must know much better than my- 
lieiS, I hod determinf^d to sell ray mare aud chaise, oud 
travel in Italy by the veturini, who are to be had it aeems 
everywhere, and at a cheap rate. At Aix they offered me 
for both 20 louis ; at MarseiUeB, 18; bo the further I went 
I expected the price would sink ; but to get out of the 
hands of the aubergiaies, and the garqone d'ecwies, who 
expected everywhere to make a. property of me, I had it 
drtiwn into the street at Toulon, with a large label, written 
a vendre, and the price 25 louia : they had cost me at 
Faria 32. My plan took, and I sold them for 22 ; they had 
brought me above twelve hundred miles, but yet were a 
cheap bai^ain to an officer that was the purchaaeij I had 
neit to consider the method to get to Nice ; and will it be 
belieyed, that from MarseiUes with 100,000 bouIs, and 
Toulon with 30,000, lying in the great road to Antibea, 
Nice, and Italy, there is no diligence or regular voiture. 
A gentleman at the table d'hSte assured me, they asked 
him 3 louia for a place in a voiture to Antibes, and to 
wait till some other person would give 3 more for another 
seat. To a person accustomed to the infinity of machines 
that fly about England, in all directions, this must appeari 
hardly credible. Such great cities in France have not the \ 
hundredth part of connection and communication with I 
each other that much inferior places enjoy with ua : a sure \ 
proof of their deficiency in consumption, activity, and ani- 
mation. A gentleman, who knew every part of Provence 
well, and had been from Nice to Toulon by sea, advised 
me to take the common barque, for one day, from Toulon, 
that I might at least pass the islea of Eyeres : I told him 
I had been at Hyeres, and seen the coast, I had seen 
nothing, he said, if I had not seen them, and the coast 
from the sea, which was the finest object in aU Provence; 
that it would be only one day at sea, aa I might land at 
Cavalero, and take mules for Frejas ; and that I should 
loBe nothing, as the common route was the same as what 
I had seen, mountains, vines, and olives. TTjh opinion 
prevailed, and I spoke to the captain of the barque for B 
paaa^e to Cavalero, 
The 12th. At sis in the morning, on board theb 
ipttiin Jassoirs, of ,j^j|iiKU,i^t%^eather waa t' 
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hia men to carry my baggage to a village two leagues 
where muleti were eerttiiDly to te had, with, which comft 
I betook myself to my mattress. — 24 mUea. 

The 13th. The captain sent three sailora ; — one a Cor- 
aican, aaother a mongrel Italian, and the third a Provencal : 
among the three, there was not French enough for half aa 
hour's conversation. We crossed the mountains, and wan- 
dered by crooked unknown paths, and beds of torrents, and 
then found the village of Qasaangon the top of a mountain, 
which, however, was more than a league from that to which 
we intended to go. Here the sailors refreshed themselves, 
two with wine, but the third never drank any thing except 
water, I asked if he bad equal strength with the others 
that drank wine ? Tea, they replied, as strong for his size 
aa any other man : I rather think, that I shall not soon 
find an English sailor who will make the experiment. No 
milk ; I breakfasted on grapes, rye bread, and bad wine. 
Mules were reported to abound at this village, or rather that 
which we missed ; but the master of the only two we could 
hear of being absent, I had no other resource, than agree- 
ing with a man to take my baggage on an aaa. and myself 
to walk a league further, to St. Tropes,' for which he de- 
manded 3 liv. In two hours reached that town, which is 
prettily situated, and tolerably well built, on the bants of 
a noble inlet of the sea. From Cavalero hither, the countiy 
is all mountain, eighteen- twentieths of it covered -i 
pines, or a poor wilderness of evergreen shrubs, rocky 
miserable. Cross the inlet, which is more than a, 1« 
wide ; the ferrymen had been on board a king's ship, 
complained heavily of their treatment — but said, that 
they were freemen, they should be well treated; and, 
case of a war, they should pay the English by a di&n 
account — it would now be man to man ; before it was fi 
men fighting with slaves. Land at St. Maxirae, and there 
hire two mides and a guide to Frejus.* The country the 
same mountainous and rocky desert of pines and lentiscus j 

tbut, towards Frejus, some arbutus. Very little culture l?^^— 
fore the plain near Frejus. I passed to-day thirty mil^^| 
^ St. Tropez (Alpes MaritinieB}. ^^H 

* Frejus (Vat). Tfae river does not enter the deparlment tlius nal^^^l 
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not one mile iu twenty cultivated. The only relief is the 
gardeaa at Grasae,' where very great exertioos are made, but 
of a Einf^ular kind. Koees are a great article for the famous 
otter, all of which is comtnoQly aupposed to come from 
Bengal, They say, that 1500 flowera go to a eingle drop; 
twenty flowers sell for 1 /ol, and an ounce of the otter 400 
liv. {171. 10s.). Tuberosea, &c. are also cultivated for per- 
fumea in immense quantitiea, for Paris and London. Bose- 
mary, lavender, bei^amot, and oranges, are here capital 
articles of culture. Half Europe is supplied with essences 
from hence. Cannes is prettily situated, close on the shore, 
with the isles of St. Marguerite, where la a detestabli? state 
prison, about two miles off, and a distant boundary of the 
Estrelles mountains, with a bold broken outline. These 
mountains are barren to excess. At all the villages, since 
Toulon, at Frejus, Bstrelles, Ac. I asked for milk, but no 
such thing to be had, not even of goata or aheep : the cowa 
are all in the higher mountains ; and aa to butter, the land- 
lord at Estrelles told me, it was a contraband commodity 
that came from Nice, Good heaven! — what an idea 
northern people have, like myaelf, before I knew better, of 
a fine sun and a delicious climate, as it is called, that gives 
myrtles, oranges, lemons, pomegranates, jasmines, and aloes, 
in the hedges ; yet are such countries, if irrigation be 
wanted, the veriest deserts in the world. On the most 
miserable tracts of our heatha and moors, you will find 
butter, milk, and cream ; give me that which will feed a 
cow, and let orangea remain to Provence. The fault, how- 
over, is in the people more than the climate ; and as the 
people have never any faults {till they become the irumteTt) 
all ia the efEect of government. The arbutua, laurustinus, 
cistus, and Bpaoiah broom, are found scattered about the 
wastes. Nobody in the inn but a merchant of Boordeawi 
returning home from Italy ; we supped together, and had 
a good deal of conversation, not uninteresting ; he was 
melancholy to think, he said, what a sad reputation the 
French revolution has wherever he has been in Italy, Un- 
happy France! waiTiis freqncnt ejaculation. He made 
many enquiries of me, and said, his letters confirmed my 

' (AJpca MiriUmea.) 
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and country — one of the moments of a. man's life that will 
always be interesting, because all the springs of curiositr 
and attention are on the stretch. Several Frenchmen, but 
more Italians, at the table d'hote ; and the French revolu- 
tion only talked.of. The Frenchmen all in favour of it, 
and the Italians all against it, and absolute victors in the 
argument. — 25 miles. 

Thel7th. Ihavenolettersfor Nice; and therefore, know- 
ing nothing of the insidea of the houses, I must be content 
with what meets the eye. The new part of the town is vary 
well built J the streets straight and broad. The sea- view is 
fine, and, for enjoying it in greater perfection, they have an 
admirable contrivance, which I have seen no where else. A 
row of low houses forming one side of a street, a quarter of 
a mile long, has flat roofs, which are covered with a stucco 
floor, forming a noble terrace, opens immediately to the 
sea, raised above the dirt and annoyance of a street, 
and equally free from the sand and shii^le of a beach. 
At one end some finely situated lodging-houses open 
directly on to it. The walk this terrace affords is, in fine 
weather, delicious. The square is handsome, and the 
works which form the port are well built, but it is small 
and difficult to enter, except in favourable weather; admits 
ships of near three hundred tons ; yet, though free, has but 
an inconsiderable trade. — The number of new streets and 
houses building at present is an unequivocal proof that the 
place is flouriSiing; owing very much to the resort of 
foreigners, principally English, who pass the winter here, 
for the benefit and pleasure of the climate. They are dis- 
mally alarmed at present, with the news that the dis- 
turbances in France will prevent many of the English 
from coming this winter; but they have some consolation 
ia expecting a great resort of French. Last winter, there 
were fifty-seven English, and nine French; this winter, 
they think it will be nine English, and fifty-seven French. 
At the table d'hote informed that I must have a passport 
for travelling in Italy ; and that the Enghsh consul ia the 
proper person to apply to. I went to Mr, Consul Green, 
who informed me that it was a mistake, there was no want 
of any passport ; but if I wished to have one, ho would 
^ery readily give it. My name occurring to him, he t 
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I ftbhor the aristocratica! ones. Accompany Mr. Green b) 
view some gardens, which have a luxuriance of vegetation, 
by means of watering, that makes them objectH -wortli 
attention ; but the great product, and a moet valuable one 
it ie, are orangea and lemouB ; chiefly the former, and a few 
bergamota for curiosity. We examined the garden of 
a nobleman, some under two acres of land, that produces 
SO Ionia d'or a-year in oralis only, besides all the crops 
of common vegetables. The great value of these products, 
Huch is the perversity of human life, is the exact reason why 
such gardens would be detestable to me, if under the 
osconoraical management of the gentry of Nice, An acre 
of garden, forms an object of some consequence in the in- 
come of a nobleman who, in point of fortune, is reckoned 
in good circumstances, if he has 1501. to 2001. a. year. 
Thufl the garden, which with us is an object of pleasure, is 
here one of ceconomy and income, circumstances that are 
incompatible. It is like a well furnished room, in a man's 
house, which he lets to a lodger.^They sell their oranges 
80 strictly, that they cannot gather one to eat. A certain 
momentary and careless consumption is a part of the con- 
venience and agreeableness of a garden ; a system which 
thus constrains the consumption, destroys all the pleasure. 
Oranges may certainly be sold with as much propriety as 
corn or timber, but then let them grow at a distance from 
the house ; that open apartment of a residence, which we 
call a garden, should be free from the shackle of a contract, 
and the scene of pleasure, not profit. 

The 18th. "Walked to Villa Franche,' another little 
seaport of the king of Sardinia's, on the other side 
of the mountain, to the east of Hice. CaU on Mr. 
Green, the consul, who has given me letters to Genoa. 
Alexandria, and Padoua: he has behaved with so friendly 
an attention, that I cannot omit acknowledging warmly hia 
civilities. Learn this morning from him that lord Bristol 
is somewhere in Italy, and that lady Erne is probably at 
Turin, my stars will not be propitious if I do not 8i?e them 
both. 
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for a moment the idea, of the formidable diatanco that 
separated me from England. Unknown anil unrecom- 
mended at Nice, I expected nothing bnt what could be ahot 
flying in any town ; but I found in Mr. Green both hos- 
pitality, and something too friendly to call politeneBs. In 
the evening we had another walk among gardens, and con- 
versed with some of the proprietors on prices, products, 
&c. The description Mr. Green gives me of the climate of 
Niceinthe winter is the most inviting that can be imagined; 
a clear blue expanse is constantly over head, and a sun 
warm enough to be exhilerating, but not hot enough to bd 
disagreeable. But, Sir, the vent de hhse ! We are sheltered 
from it by the mountains ; and as a proof that this climate 
is vastly more mild than where you have felt that wind, the 
oranges and lemons which we have in such profusion will 
not thrive either in Genoa or Provence, except in a very 
few spots, singularly sheltered like this. He remarked, that 
Dr. Smollet, in his description, has done great injustics to 
the climate, and even against the feelings of his own crazy 
constitution ; for he never was so well after he left Kice as 
he had been at it, and made much interest with Lord 
Shelbume to be appointed consul, who told him, and not 
without some foundation, that he would on no account be 
such an enemy to a man of genius ; — that he had libelled 
the climate of Nice so severely, that if he were to go agam 
thither the Niasards would certainly knock him on tb<(.i^ 
head. Mr. Green has seen hay made, and well i 
at Christmas. 
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December Slat,' The shortest day in the year, for one 
of the expeditions that demand the longest, the passage of 
Mont Cenis, about which so much has been written. To 
those who, from reading are full of expectation of something 
very sublime, it is almost as great a delusion as to be met 
with in the regions of romance : if travellers are to he be- 
lieved ; the descent mmmaasant ' on the snow, is made with 
the velocity of a flash of lightning; I was not fortunate 
The French diarj ends on tbe igth Supl., and is resumed on (h« 
^iBt Dec. 

{Ilal. rBmanwi), a sIodES puslied by a 
tain slopOB.— LtTTBt. 
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The 22d. The whole day we were among the high Alps. 
The Tillages are apparently poor, the houses ill built, and 
the people with few comforts about them, except plenty of 
pine wood, the forests of which harbour wolves and brars. 
Dine at Modane,' and sleep at St. MicheL" — 25 miles. 

The 23d. Pass St. Jean Mauiienne,^ where there is a 
bishop, and near tha,t place we saw what is much better 
than a bishop, the prettiest, and indeed the only pretty 
woman we saw in Savoy ; on enquiry, found it wm 
Madame de la Coste, wife of a farmer of tobacco ; I should 
have been better pleased if she had belonged to the 
plough. — The mountains now relas their terrific features: 
they recede enough, to offer to the willing industry of the 
poor inhabitants something like a valley ; but the jealous 
torrent seizes it with the hand of despotism, and like his 
brother tyrants, reigns but to destroy. On some slopes 
vines : mulberries begin to appear ; villages increase ; but 
still continue rather shapeless heaps of inhabited stones 
than ranges of houses ; yet in these homely cots, beneath 
the scow-clad hills, where natural light comes with tardy 
beams, and art seems more sedulous to exclude than admit 
it, peace and content, the companions of honesty, may re- 
side ; and certainly would, were the penury of nature the 
only evil felt ; but the hand of despotism may be more 
heavy. In several places the view is picturesque aud 
pleasing: inclosures seem hung against the mountain eido^ 
as a picture is suspended to the wall of a room, "" 
people are in general mortally ugly and dwarfish, ] 
at La Chambre;' sad fare. Sleep at Aguebelle,'— 
miles. 

The 24th. The country to flay, that is, to ( 
improves greatly ; the mountains, though high, i 
the vallies are wide, and the slopes more cultivatedj 
towards the capital of Savoy, are many country 1 
which enliven the scene. Above Mai Taveme' is ChatA 
neuf,' the house of the Countess of that name- 

' (Slvoie.) =■ (Savoie.) 

* St. Jeui de MaurieBae (Savoie), origin&l seat of the I>uImI<^ 

(Savoie.) ' ^uabella (Savow^ 
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fanning epecula-tiona — but. above all other circumstances, 
the love of Kousseau, have written her name amon^t the 
few whose memoriea are connected with us, by ties more 
easily felt than described. The house is situated about a 
mile from Chambery, fronting the rocky road whioh leads 
to that city, and the wood of chesnuts in the valley. It is 
Bmall, and much of the same size as we should suppose, in 
England, would be found on a farm of one bunded acres, 
widbout the least luxury or pretension ; and the garden, 
for shrubs and Sowers, is confined, as well as anassuming. 
The scenery is pleasing, being so near a city, and. yet, as he 
observes, quite sequestered. It could not but interest me, 
and I viewed it with a degree of emotion ; even in the 
leafless melancholy of December it pleased. I wandered 
about some hills, which were assuredly the walks he has bo 
agreeably described. I returned to Charahery, with my 
heart full of Madame de Warens. We had with ua a 
young physician, a Monsieur Bernard, of Modaniie en 
Maurienne, an agreeable man, connected with people at 
Chambery ; I was sorry to find, that he knew nothing more 
of the matter than that Madame de Warens was certainly 
dead. With some trouble I procured the following 
tificate: 






Extract from tke Mortuary Register of the Pariik Church 
8t. Peter de Lemetis. 

" The 30th of July, 1762, was buried, in the burying 
ground of Lemens, Dame Louisa Frances Eleonor de la 
Tour, widow of the Seignor Baron de Warens, native of 
Vevay, in the canton of Beme, in Switzerland, who died 
yesterday, at ten in the evening, like a good Christian, and 
fortified with her last sacraments, aged about sixty-three 
years. She abjured the Protestant religion about thirty- 
six years past ; since which time she lived in our religion. 
She finished her days in the suburb of Nesin, where she 
had lived for about eight years, in the house of M. Crepine. 
She lived heretofore at the Ecctua, during about four 
years, in the house of the Marquis d'Alinge. She passed 
tJie rest of her life, since her abjuration, in this city. 

(Signed) Oaiue, rector of LemenB." 
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vinea. There is hardlj a bad feature, except the houees ; 
which instead of being well built, aod white as in Italy, 
are ugly thatched mud cabina, without chinmiea, the 
smoke issuing at a bole in the roof, or at the windows. 
Glass seems unknown ; and there is an air of poverty and 
misery about them quite dissonant to the general aspect 
of the country. Coining out of Tour du Pin, wo see a 
great common. Pass Bourgoyn,' a large town. Reach 
Verpdiere. This day's Journey is a fine Tariation of hill 
and dale, well planted witb clwiiewwx, and farms and cot- 
tages spread about it. A mild lovely day of sunsbiDe, 
threw no slight gilding over the whole. For t«n or twelve 
days past, they have had, on this side of the Alps, fine 
open warm weather, with sun-shine ; but on the Alps 
themselves, and in the vale of Lombardy, on the other 
side, we were frozen and buried in snow. At Pont Beaa- 
voisin and Bourgoyn, our passports where demanded by 
the milice bourgeoits, but no where else : they assure us, 
that the country is perfectly quiet every where, and have 
no guards mounted in the villages— nor any suflpicions of 
fugitives, as in the summer. Not far from Verpiliere, 
pass the burnt chateau of M. de Veau, in a fine situation, 
with a noble wood behind it. Mr. Cimndy was here in 
August, and it had then but lately been laid in ashes; 
and a peasant was hanging on one of the treisa of the 
avenue by the road, one among many who were seize' 
the milice bourgeoise for this attrocious act. — 27 miles. 
The 27th. The country changes at once ; from out 
the finest in IVance, it becomes almost flat and torn 
Arrive at Lyons, and there, for the last time see the Al^ 
on the quay, there ;i8 a very fine view of Mont Blanc, 
which I had not seen before ; leaving Italy, and Savoy, 
and the Alps, probably never to return, has something of 
a melancholy sCDsation. for all those circumstances that 
render that classical country Ulustrious, the seat of great 
men — the theatre of the most distinguished actions — the 
exclusive field in which the elegant and agreeable aits 
- .have loved to range — what country can be compared with 
Ijltaly ? to please the eye, to charm the ear, to gratify tha 

} BourgDin (Is^re), in 1763. RousseKU rosidcd 
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him poJBta out an easy fortune. Wait«d then on Mona. 
do FroBsard, a proteetant minister, who, with great readi- 
ness and liberality, gave me much valuable information ; 
and for mj further instruction on points with which he 
■ was not equally acquainted, introduced me to Mons. Koland 
la Platierc, inspector of the Lyons fabricB. This gentleman 
had not«s upon many subjecta which afforded an interesting 
conversation ; and aa he communicated freely, I had the 
pleasure to find, that I should not quit Lyona without a 
good portion of the knowledge I sought. Thia gentleman, 
somewhat Eidvaiiced in hfe, has a young and beautiful 
wife ' — tho lady to whom he addressed his letters, written 
in Italy, and which have been published in five or six 
volumes. Mons. FroBsard desiring Mons. de la Pla,terie 
to dine with him, to meet me, we had a great deal of con- 
versation on agriculture, manufactures and commerce ; and 
differed but little in our opinions, except on the treaty of 
commerce between England and France, which that gen- 
tleman condemned, as 1 thought, unjustly; and we de- 
bated the point. He warmly contended, that silt ought 
to have been included as a benefit to Prance; I urged, 
that the offer was made to the French mimstry. and re- 
fused ; and I ventured to say, that had it been accepted, 
the advantage would have been on the side of Sogland, 
instead of France, Hupposing, according to the vulgar 
ideas, that the benefit and the balance of trade are the 
same things. I begged him to give me a reason for be- 
heving that France would buy the silk of Piedmont and 
of China, and work it up to imderaell England ; while 
England buys the French cotton, and works it into fabrics 
that undersell those of France, even under an accumulation 
of charges and duties ? We discussed these, and similar 
subjecta. with that sort of attention and candour that 
render thorn interesting to persons who love a liberal con- 
versation upon important points, — Among the objects at 
Lyons, that are worthy of a stranger's curiosity, is the 
point of junction of tho two great rivers, the Soane and 
the Rhone; Lyonswould doubtless be much better situated. 
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Daupliin of France, actual prisonera;\I, therefore, accept 
hia proposal, and we set off after dinner to-day. In abt 
ten miles come to the moimtains. The country dreary ^ 
no inclosurea, no mulberries, no vines, much waste, and 
nothing that indicates the vicinity of audi a city. At Arnas,' 
sleep at a comfortable inn. — 17 milea. 

The 30th. Continue early in the morning to Tarar ;' the 
mountain of which name is more formidable in reputation 
than in reality. To St. Syphorien' the same features. The 
buildings increase, both in number and goodnesa, on ap> 
proaching the Seine, which we crossed at Roane ; * it ia here 
a good river, and ia navigable many milea higher, and con- 
sequently at a vast distance from the sea. There are many 
flat bottomed barges on it, of a considerable size. — 50 
miles. 

The Slat. Another clear, fine, sunshiny day ; rarely 
we see any thing like it at this season in England. 
Droiturier,' the wooda of the Bourbonnoia commer 
St. Gerund le Puy ° tlie country improves, enliveued by white 
houaes and chateaux, and all continues fine to Moulig^. 
Sought here my old friend, Mona. I'Abbe Barut, and had 
another interview with Mons. la Marquis Degouttes, con- 
cerning the sale of his chateaux and estate of Biaux ; I de- 
sired still to have the refusal of it, which he promised, and 
will, I have no doubt, keep his word. Never have I been 
so tempted, on any occasion, as with the wish of possessing 
this a^eeable situation, in one of the finest parte of France. 
and in the finest climate of Europe, God grant, that, should 
he be pleased to protract my life, I may not. in a sad old 
age, repent of not closing at once with an offer to vphiuh 
prudence calls, and prejudice only forbids ! Heaven send 
me ease and tranquillity, for the close of life, be it passed 
either in Suffolk, or the Bourbonnois 1— 

Janitabt 1,1790. Nevers' makes a fine appearance,ri( 
proudly from the Loire ; but, on the first entrance, It 
like a thousand other places. Towns, thus seen, resemblA- 

• Les Amaa (Rhone), " Terare (Rlifina). 

' St. Symphorien-de-Laya (Loire). * Knannc (Loire). 

' (AllieF.) ° St. Gerand le Puy (Allier.) 
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the hire of tbe poBt-chaise (au old Frenuli cabriolet o£ 
wlieela), aud the charges at the inns, &a. 151. EngliA'' 
that is to Bay, le. per EBgUsh milee, or 6d. per head. " ' 
Fans, I went to my old quarters, the hotel de la Eochefou- 
cauld ; for at Lyons I had received a letter from the duke 
de Liancourt, who desired me to make his house my home, 
jast as in the time of hia mother, my much lamented friend, 
the dutchesa d'Estiaeac, who died while I waa in Italy. I 
found my friend Lazowski well, and we were a gorge de- 
ployie, to converse on the amazing eceaea that have taken 
place in Prance since since I left Paris. — 46 miles, 

The 4th. After breakfast, walk in the gardens of the 
Thuitleriea,' where there is the most extraordinary eight 
that either French or English eyoa could ever behold at 
Paris. The king, walking with sis frrenadiera of the miliee 
bourgeoise, with an officer or two of hia household, and a 
page. The doors of the gardens are kept shut in respect 
to him, in order to eaclude every body but deputies, or 
those who have admission-tickets. When he entered the 
palace, the doors of the gardens were thrown open for all 
withont distinction, though the Queen waa stiQ walldng 
with a lady of her court. She also was attended ao closely 
by the gardes bourgeoise, that she could not speak, but in a 
low voice, without being heard by them, A mob followed 
hor, talking very loud, and paying no other apparent re- 
spect than that of taking ofE their hats wherever she passed, 
which was indeed more than I expected. Her majesty does 
not appear to be in health ; she seems to be much affected, 

' The ill-jadged banquets given to the Flemish troops at Versailles 
when the people were atarving, had mainly brought about the terrible 
events of October 1-5, the storming of the pa1al^e, and the enfoKeil 
jouniejorthe royal family to Paris. But Louis XVI. had still achanca, 
aye, mure than one of inaugurating constitutional monarchy. Efeu after 
the Hight from Varennea, io we not flud him warnily welcomed in the 
Assembly, his conciliatory flpeeoh applauded with crioeof" Un disooura 
AlaHenriQuBtrel Viveleroi." (See Mionet.) This estimable, and ooo- 
aidering all things, eitraordinarily enlightened monarch, fell a Ticlim to 
his domeBtio virtues. Sut fcr his exaggerated deration to Marie dtllai- 
nette, his ocor-weeniDg liunily atr«ctions, he would have kept faith with 
tho nation. Again and egain he enore the most solemn oaths to maintain 
IhHConatilntion; fire minutes' confarence with his wife, the motherof hi* 
heir, and he was once more plotting to resture the aiicli'n r£; ' 
L fiwoe. 
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in the rants to-morrow ; a mode of proceeding, that matreS' 
it the more difficult to bring them to the point their leaders 
see neceesarj. Eight thousand men in Paris may be called 
the standing army, paid everj day 15/ a man ; in which 
number ie included the corps of the French guards from 
Yersailles, that desert«d to the people: thej have also 
eight hundred horse, at an espence each o£ 1500 liv. (6^1. 
15b. tid..) a year, and the officers have double the pay of 
those in the army. 

The 6th. Yesterday's address of the NationaJ Assembly' 
to the king has done them credit with everybody, I have 
heard it mentioned, by people of very difEerent opinions, 
but all concur in comnkending it. It was upon the ques- 
tion of naming the annual sum which should be granted 
for the civU list. They determined to send a deputation to 
his majesty, requesting him to name the sum himself, and 
praying him to consult less his spirit of oaconomy, than 
a sense of that dignity, which ought to environ the throne 
with a becoming splendour. Dine with the duke de Lian- 
conrt, at his apartments in the Thuilleries, which, on the 
removal from Versailles, were assigned to him as grand 
master of the wardrobe ; he gives a great dinner, twice a 
week, to the deputies, at which from twenty to forty are 
usually present. Half an hour after three was the hoar 
appointed, but we waited, with some of the deputies that 
had left the Assembly, till seven, before the duke and the 
rest of the company came. 

There is in the Assembly at present a writer of character,* 
the author of a very able book, which led me to expect 

' The Aaserobly had follonsd the king to Paria siul held its aittrngt, 
first in the Archbishop's palace, aftfrwarda in the Manage, or riding' 
RTonnduf thcTuilleries gardeafi, where atemporor? building was erected 
lor Ae purpose, 

' A learned fri»ud, M. D!igaat-Ma(ifoux,orMfintaigu (Vendee), sends 
me the follnwing elucidation of this passage. '' Having carefnll/ 
enamiDsd Iho allusion I am of opinion that il is not Vnlney, as you 
suggest, but Siey^B, M whom Arthur Young refers, Sieyes, whom 
Mirabeau often styled ' Mahomet,' and Eobespierre, with bit habitual 
■ptnesa, ' the mole' {la loupe) oF the Republic Moreover, Young bail 
evidently no mere work of descriplian or philosophy in his mind, but 
a purely pi>Iiticsl one of the period, in harmony with niililic ogiinioa 
mid conlenip'irary events. Si^es had JiiBt pniilishnl bix telcbriried . 
jBirnjJdrl, tl.i'ieby oLiuiiiiiig eiii-niuiui po^ulurii 
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be one public nuiaance greater than another, it is & nmn 
preserving- the poBsession of waste land, which he will 
neither cultivate himself, nor let others cultivate. The 
miserable people die for want of bread, in sight of wastes 
that would feed thousands. I thini tbem wise ajid 
lational, and philosophical, in seizing euch tracks : and I 
heartily wish there was a law in England for making this 
action of the French peasants a legal one with us.- — 72 miles. 
The 9th. At breakfast this morning in tho Thuilleries. 
Mods. Deamarets, of the Academy of Sciences, broi^ht a 
Memoire pregenlS par la SoeietS Boyah ^AgricuUure, a 
VAaKmhlie Nationale, on the means of improving the 
agriculture of France ; in which, among other things, thej 
recommend great attention to bees, to panification, and to 
the obstetrick art. On the establishment of a free and 
patriotic government, to which the national ^riculture 
might look for new and halcyon days, these were objects 
doubtless of the first importance. There are some parts of 
the memoir that really merit attention. Called on my 
fellow traveller, Mons. Nicolay, and find him a con^dei- 
able person ; a great hotel ; mamy servants ; his father a 
marei'hal of France, and himself first president of a 
chamber in the parliament of Paris, having been elected 
deputy, by the nobility of that city, for the states-general, 
but declined accepting ; he has desired I would dine with 
bim on Sunday, when he promises to have Mons, Decretot, 
the celebrated manufacturer and deputy, from Iiouviers. 
At the National Assembly — The count de Mirabean, speak- 
ing upon the question of the members of the chamber of 
vacation, in tho parliament of Eennea, was truly eloquent, 
— ardent, lively, eoeigic, and impetuous. At night to the 
assembly of the Duchess d'Anvillo; the Marquis and 
Madame Condorcet ' there, Ac, not a word but pontics. 

' Condorcet (Marquis ile), celebrated geometer, pbiloBopIier uid 
nililicisn, repn^enled Paris in the KsciooBJ Assembly, and Uie Aione 
m tba ConVFDtwn. His inleerily, brilliiitit Uleal and modanlioD g«e 
him • leiulinjf plare id botb budies. He opposed the exeCDtioo of Uw 
King, sniJ WBS progcribed aAer the &l] of U)e Ginindiim. Ilia story 
runs tbitt I ha matlieaKiticiaa to whom Uvrnrndous prcAileiiis wen 
child's play, lost hiii life bei:ausc> W did not know bow manj eggs M< 
used in an omel^tle. The author dt the " Progres Af I'Eipril H nmai^w ' 
bad fleil from the jircorriplions vt Kubeipiem, lo .\iiti'ail, niii) rnl^|^ 
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vantage of them, and to turn them to a very different end, 
fromwhat was, perhaps, originally intended. I remarked, in 
all these conversatioaa, that the belief of plots, among the 
disgusted party, for setting the king at liberty, is general; 
they seem almost pcrauaded, that the revolution will not 
be absolutely finished before some such attempts are made ; 
and it is curious to observe, that the general voice is, that 
if an attempt were to be made, in such a manner aa to 
have the least appearance of success, it would nndotibtedlj 
cost the king his life ; and so changed is the national 
character, not only in point of affection for the person of 
their prince, but also in that softness and humanity, for 
which it has been bo much admired, that tho sapposition 
ia made without horror or compimction. In a word, the 
present devotion to liberty is a sort of rage ; it absorbs 
every other passion, and permits no other object to remain 
in view, than what promises to confirm it. Diue with a 
large party, at the duke de la Eochefoucauld'a ; ladies and 
gentlemen, and all equally politicians ; but I may remark 
another effect of this revolution, by no means unnatural, 
which ia, that of lessening, or rather reducing to nothing, 
the enormous influence of the sex : they mixed themselves 
liefore in everything, in order to govern everything: I 
Ihink I see an end to it very clearly. The men in this 
kingdom were puppets, moved by their wives, who. instead 
of giving the ion, in questions of national debate, must 
now receive it, and must be content to move in the political 
sphere of some celebrated leader, — that is to say, they are, 
in fact, sinking into what nature intended them for; 
they will become more amiable, and the nation better 
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The lltb. The riots at Versailles are said to bo e< 
a plot is talked of, for eight hundred men to march, armed, 
to Paris, at the instigation of somebody, to join somebody; 
the intention, to murder La Fayette, BaiHy, and Necker ; 
im J very wild and improbable reports are propagated every 
moment. They have been sufficient to induce Mons. La 
Fayette to issue, yesterday, an order concerning the mode 
fii assembling the militia, in case of any sudden aJaxm. 

NO pieces of cannon, and eight hundred meu, mo^rtj 

lard at the Thuilleries every day. Sec si 
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of itenneB, continued. MonB. I'Abbe Maury,' i 
royalist, made a long aiid eloquent speech, 'which 1 
Lvered with great fluency and preciaion, and without a 
notes, in defence of the parhament : he replied to what h 
been m^ed by the count de Mirabeau, on a former day, and 
spoke strongly on his unjustifiable call on the people of 
Bretagne, to a redovilahle denombrement. He said, that it 
would better become the mombera of Buch an assembly, to 
count their own principlea and duties, and the fruite of 
their attention, to the privilegeB of the subject, than ta 
call for a deTtombrement, that would fill a province with firi 
and bloodshed. He was interrupted by the noiae and coi- 
FuBion of the asBembly, and of thp audience, aii sevenl 
times ; but it had no efEect on him ; he waited calmly t:ll 
it subsided, and then proceeded, as if no interruption hid 
been given. The speech was a very able one, and much 
relished by the royalists ; but the enragh condemned it. as 
good for nothing. No other person spote without notes ; 
the count de Clermont' read a speech that had some Iril- 
liant passages, but by no means an answer to I'AbbiS 
Maury, aa indeed it would have been wonderful if it were, 
being prepared before he heard the AbWs oration. It can 
hardly be conceived how flat this mode of debate rerders 
the transactions of the Assembly. Who would be in the 
gallery of the Engbsh House of Commons, if Mr. Pitt were 
to bring a written speech, to be delivered on a subject on 
which Mr, Poi was to speat before him ? And in propor- 
tion to its being uninteresting to the hearer is another evil, 
that of lengthening their sittings, since there are ten per- 
sons who will read their opinions, to one that is able to 
deliver an impromptu. The want of order, and every kind 

' The Abb£ Miiurj viis oae of the ablest and Ipast scrupulous de- 
fenders of the ancicn r6giioe in the States General. " Quojque aicc beau- 
coup de talent, il manquait de ce qui le virifie, la v£ri(£. Manry ajou- 
tait leg sneurs Ae son osprit i. cellca qui ^IBJeot inEJparablcs de sm 
tause."— MlQBBT. In 1807, Bonaparte niade him a Cardinal j after the 
fall of the Empire be quitted France, and died at Rome, 18 1 7- 

' Count de Clonnonl-Tonnerre(n<it toliPoi'iifoundedwithllieMarquis 
de Clermont), depute of (he noblesse at the Stales General, he warmly 



["H 



W 
ft 



mittance, which had been piirticiilaj'ly enquired into, was 
ao mjsteriouB and obscure, that the naked fact only could 
be diecOTered ; but every person present asserted the truth 
of it. Other gentlemen united the two facts, and were 
ready to suppose them connected. I remarked, tliat if 
England had really interfered, which appeared to nje in- 
credible, it was to be presumed, that it would have been 
either in the line of her supposed interest, or in that of the 
kdng'a supposed inclination ; that these happened to be 
eiactly the same, and if money were remitted from that 
kingdom, most assuredly it would be to support the falling 
interest of the crown, and by no means to detach from it 
any force whatever ; in such a case, remittance from 
England might go to Metz, for keeping troops to their 
duty, but would never be sent to Brest to corrupt them, 
the idea of which was grossly absurd. All seemed inclined 
to admit the justness of this remarli, but they adhered to 
the two facts, in whatever manner they might, or might 
not, be connected. At this dinner, according to custom, 
most of the deputies, especially the younger ones, were 
dressed aupolUmn, maay of them withont powder in their 
hair, and some in boots ; not above four or five were neatly 
dressed. How times are changed ! When they had no- 
thing better to attend to, the fashionable Parisians were 
correctness itself, in all that pertained to the toilette, and 
were, therefore, thought a frivolous people ; but now they 
have something of more importance than dress to occupy 
them ; and the light airy character that was usually given 
them, will have no foundation in truth. Every thing in 
this world depends on government. 

The 13th. A great commotion among the populace 
last night, which is said to have arisen on two 
one to get at the baron de EesenvaJ,' who is in prison, 
order to hang him ; the other to demand bread at %f. the 
pound. They eat it at present at the rate of twenty-two 
millions a-year cheaper than the rest of the kingdom, and 
yet they demand a further reduction. However, the cur- 

The Baron de Besenval with the Morquia de Favnia and Monaienr, 
the King's brother, was eccused of plotting against tha constil 
" ftl obtBined liis liberty, but Farras was eieculed. The » 
place the king at the head of au armj 
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Bpirite of the militia, in order to enalile themsel* 
to seture the government oil its uew fouodation 
versibly ? 

The 14th. Plots ! plots ! — the marquia La Fajette, last 
night, took two hundred prisoners in the Champ* Elysee*, 
out of eleven hundred that were collect-ed. They Lad 
powder and ball, but no musqueta. Who? and what aje 
they? is the quoation ; but an answer la not so easily to 
be had. Brigands, according to Bome accounta, that have 
collected in Paris for no good purpose ; people from Ver- 
saillea by others; Germans by a third: but every one 
would make you believe, they are an appendix to a, plot laid 
for a counter-revolution. Beports are ho various and eon- 
tradietory, that no dependence is to be placed on them ; 
nor credit given to one-tenth of what is asserted. It is 
singular, and baa been much commented on, that La 
Payette would not trust his standing troops, as they may 
be called, that ia the eight thousand regularly paid, and of 
whom the Prench guards form a considerable portion, but 
he took, for the expedition, the bourgeoiie only ; which has 
elated the latter as much as it has diaguated. the former. 
The moment seems big with events ; there is an anxiety, 
an expectation, an uncertainty, and suspense that is visifala 
in every eye one meets; and even the best informed 
people, and the least liable to be led away by popular re- 
ports, are not a little alarmed at the apprehension of some 
unknown attempt that may be made to rescue the king, 
and overturn the National Aaaembly. Many persons are 
of opinion, that it would not be difficult to take the Elng, 
Queen, and Dauphin away, without endangering them, tor 
which attempt the Thuilleries ia particularly well situated, 
provided a body of troops, of sufficient force, were in 
readineaa to receive them. In such a case, there would ba 
a civil war, which, perhaps, would end in despotism, whaf 
ever party came off victorious; consequently such 
attempt, or plan, could not originate in any bosom fi 
true patriotism. If I have a fair opportunity to pass much 
of my time in good company at Paris, I have also no small 
trouble in turning over books, MSS. and papers, which I 
cannot see in England: this employs many hours a day, 
with what I borrow from the night, in making notes. "* 
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de MuDtTOorenui, two young legislators, as enragi'a as if 
their names were only Bernare or Kabenu. la some allu- 
sions to the constitutioa of England, I found tliey hold it 
Tery cheap, in regard to political liberty. The ideas of the 
moment, relative to plots and coiiapiraciea were discussed, 
but they seemed very generally to agree, that, however tho 
constitution might, by such means, be delayed, it was now 
absolutely impossible to prevent its takii:^ place. At night 
to the national circus, as it is called, at the Palais Hoyal, 
a building in the gardens, or area, of that palace, the most 
whimsical and expensive folly that is easily to be imagined! 
it is a large ball room, sunk half its height under grouaf* 
and, as if this circumstance were not sufficiently ada] ' 
to make it damp enough, a garden is planted on the i 
and a river is made to flow around it, which, with the ad< 
tion of some spirting j'e^ Seau, have undoubtedly made it 
a delicious place, for a winter's entertainment. The ex- 
pence of this gew-gaw building, the project of some of the 
duke of Orlean's friends, I suppose, and executed at his ex- 
pence, would have established an English farm, with all 
its principles, buildings, live stock, tools, and crops, on a, 
scale that would have done honour to the first sovereign of 
Europe ; for it would have converted five thousand arpenta 
of desert into a garden. As to the result of the mode that 
has been pursued, of investing such a capital, I know no 
epithet equal to its merits. It is meant to be concert, ball, 
coffee, and billiard room, with shops, &e. designed to be 
something in the style of the amusements of our Pantheon. 
There were music and singing to night, but the room beii 
almost empty, it was, on the whole, equally cold 
sombre. 

The 16th. The idea of plots and conspiracies has ci 
to such a height as greatly to alarm the leaders of the 
volution. The disgust that spreads every day at their 
transactions, arisea more from the king's situation than 
from any other circumstance. They cannot, after tho 
scenes that have passed, venture to set him at liberty be- 
fore the constitution is finished: and they dread, at the 
same time, a change workii^ in his favour in the miuds of 
the people : in this dilemma, a plan is laid for persuadini 
his majesty to gii suddenly to the National Assembly, 
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the dietreaa. and even starving condition of the munnfao 
turers. artiets.' and aailors, which grow more and mora 
serious, and must make the idea of an attempt to overturn 
the revolution so much the more alarming ajid dangerous. 
The only branch of industry in the kingdom, that remains 
flouriehiDg, is the trade to the sugar- colonies ; and the 
aebeme of emancipating the negroes, or at least of putting 
an end to importing them, which they borrowed fium 
England, has thrown Nantea. Havre, Marseilles, Bourdeaux, 
and all other phices connected secondarily with that com- 
merce, into the utmost agitation. The count de Mirabean 
says pnbhcly, that be is sure of carrying the vote to put an 
end to negro slavery — it ia very much the conversation at 
present, and principally amongst the leaders, who say, that 
aa the revolution was founded on philosophy, and supported 
by metaphysics, such a plan cannot but be congeniaL But 
surely trade depends on practice much more than on theory ; 
and the planters and merchants, who come to Paris to op- 
pose the scheme, are better prepared to shew the impor- 
tance of their commerce, than to reason philosophically on 
the demerits of slavery. Many publications have appeared 
on the auhjeot — some deserving attention. 

The 18th. At the duke of Liancourt's dinner, to-day, 
meet the tcarquis de Casaux, the author of the mechanism 
of societies ; notwithstanding all the warmth, and even fire 
of argument, and vivacity of manner and composition for 
which his writings are remarkable, he is perfecUy mild and 
plaoid in conversation, with little of that effervescence one 
would look tor from his books. There was a remarkable 
assertion made to-day, at table, by the count de Marguerite, 
before near thirty deputies j speaking of the determinatiim 
on the Toulon business,' he said, it was openly supported 
by deputies, under the avowal that more insurrectionB waw 

' Oar author's use cf ibis word ia nov nbaolcto. ^^H 

" Uow to builii ships and drendful ordnnnce cost, ^^^| 

Instruct llie artist and reward their imslo." ^^" 

WiLLEK. 

• A sedition ihnt bmke ont Dec. 1, 1789. The Count Albert de 
Riom, and nlher cifflters, were tiirown into pridoti, mi«UBod of ii 
iha Gardi) Nstionnle. Soe Lt MoniUiir,J)ec. :" 
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into other couBtries, ie the opportunity of remarking tlie 
difference of customs amongBt differeut natioHB in tlie 
coDunon occurrenceB of life. In the art of living, the 
French have generally been esteemed by the rest of Europe, 
to have made the greatest proficiency, and their mannerB 
haTe been accordingly more Imitated, and their customs 
more adopted than thotte of any other nation. Of their 
cookery, there ia but one opinion ; for every man in Eu- 
rope, that can afford a great table, either keeps a French 
cook, or one instructed in the same manner. That it is 
far beyond our own, I have no doubt in asserting. We 
have about half a dozen real English dishes, that exceed 
any thing:, in my opinion, to be met with in France; by 
English diahee I mean, a turbot and lobster sauce — ham 
and chicken — turtle — a haunch of venison — a turkey and 
oysters — and after these, there is an end of an English 
table. It is an idle prejudice, to class roast beef among 
them ; for there is not better beef in the world than at 
Paris. Large handsome pieces were almost constantly on 
the considerable tables I have dined at. The variety given 
by their cooks, to the same thing, is astonishing ; they 
dress an hundred dishes in an hundred different ways, and 
most of them excellent ; and all sorts of vegetables have 
a savourinees and flavour, from rich sauces, that are abso- 
lutely wanted to our greens boiled in water. This variety 
is not striking, in the comparison of a great table in France 
with another in England ; but it is manifest in an instant, 
between the tables of a French and English family of 
small fortune. The English dinner, of a joint of meat and 
a pudding, as it is called, or pot luck, with a neighbour, is 
bad luck in England ; the same fortune in France gives, 
by means of cookery only, at least four dishes to one 
among us, and spreads a small table incomparably better. 
A regular dessert with us is expected, at a considerable 
table only, or at a moderate one, when a formal entertain- 
ment is given ; in France it is as essential to the smalleat 
dinner as to the largest ; if it consists only of a bunch of 
dried grapes, or an apple, it will be as regularly served as 
the soup. I have met with persons in England, who 
imagine the sobriety of a French table carried to such a 
length, that one or two glasses of wine are all that a i 
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of man kind w^ar m-i'^rh l-cttr:r iLin^'s M» use the language 
of /y/rnmon ''jm\(tr^*.iozM.) than in Fian-.-* : this atmek me 
rrior'; nffifjuiinl ladifro who, on an averatre of all ranks, do 
hht flnma at one half of the eipence of English women- 
Volalililv and ohanjfeableness are attribute*! to the French 
an national chara/;teri«ticks, — but in the case of dress with 
the (^oHH^.'st exatr^eration. Fashions change with ten times 
more rapidity in E^j gland, in form, colour, and assemblage; 
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determinatioQ t« reader Kimself ina.Bter of the great qnes- 
tionfl which were then in dehate, was seconded by that 
attention ; and application which was necesBary in a period, 
when none but men of business could be of importance in 
the state. From the first assembling of the States General, 
he resolved to take the party of freedom ; and would have 
joined the tiers at first, iJf the orders of his couatituents had 
not prevented it ; he desired them, however, either to con- 
sent to that step or to elect another representative ; and, 
at the same time, with equal liberality, he declared, that if 
ever the duty he owed his country became incompatible 
with his office at court, he would resign it ; an act that was 
not only unnecesgary, but would have been absurd, after 
the king himseK had become a party in the revolution. By 
espousing the popular cause, he acted conformably to the 
principles of all his ancestors, who in the civil wars and 
confusions of the preceding centuries, uniformly opposed 
the arbitrary proceedings of the court. The decisive steps 
which this nobleman took at Versailles, in advising the 
king, &c. &c. are known to all the world. He is, un- 
doubtedly, to be esteemed one of those who have had a 
principal share in the revolution, but he has been in- 
variably guided by constitutional motives ; for it is certain, 
that he has been as much averse from unnecessary violence 
and sanguinary measures, as those who were the most 
attached to the ancient government. — With my excellent 
friend liazowski, I spent my last evening ; he endeavour- 
ing to persuade me to reside upon a farm in France, 
and I enticing him to quit French buatla for English tran- 
quilhty. 

The 20th — 25th. By the dihgence to London, where I 
arrived the 25th ; though in the most commodious seat, yet 
languishing for a horse, which, after all, affords the best 
means of travelling. Passing from the first company of 
Paris to the rabble which one sometimes meets in diligences 
is contrast sufficient — hut the idea of returning to England, 
to my family, and friends, made all things appear smoo^ 
—272 miles. 

The SOtli. To Bradfield; and here terminate, I hope, 

my travels. After having surveyed the agriculture and 

~^^tioal resourcea of England and Ireland, to do the samel 
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country ; and tliej were reduced almost to nothing, from ' 
the accession of the preaent King. The great mass of the 
people, by which I mean the lower and middle ranks, could 
suffer very little from such engines, and as few of them are 
ohjecls of Jealousy. hadtherebeennothingelBe to complain 
of, it is not probable they would ever have been brought to 
take arms. The abuses attending the levy of taxea were 
heavy and uniTereal. The kingdom was parcelied into 
generalities, with an intendant at the head oE each, inM 
whose hands the whole power of the crown was delegated 
for every tiling except the military authority ; but particu- 
larly for all affairs of finance. The ^neralitiea wore sab- 
divided into elections, at the head of which was a Bub-^- 
legue, appointed by the intendant. The rolls of the iaiUl, 
capitation, vingtiSmcB, and other taxes, were dlstrihattd 
among districts, parishes, and individuals, at the pleaauiB 
of the intendant, who could eiempt, change, add, or 
diminish, at pleasure. Such an enormous power, coo- 
stantly acting, and from which no man was free, might ia 
the nature of things, degenerate in many cases into abso- 
lute tyranny. It must be obvious, that the friends, ac- 
quaintances, and dependents of the intendant, and of all 
his gub-deleguee, and the friends of these friends, to a long 
chain of dependence, might be favoured in taxation at tlie 
expence of their miserable neighbours ; and that nohlemeu, 
in favour at court, to whose protection the intendant him- 
aelf would naturally look up, coidd find little difficulty in 
throwing much of the weight of their taxes on others, 
without a similar support. Instances, and even gross ones, 
have been reported to me in many parts of the kingdom, 
that made me shudder at the oppression to which numbers 
must have been condemned, by the undue favours granted 
to such crooked influence. But, without recurring to such 
cases, what must have been the state of the poor people 
paying heavy taxes, from which the nobility and dergf 
were exempted ? A cruel i^gravation of their misery, to Me 
those who could beat afford to pay, exempted because ablel 
iw at large. Such a caw wnli 
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5. Women, married and single, Bum^Iers, first offence, 
a fine of 100 liv. Second, 300 liv. Third, flogged, and 
banieked the kiiigdojn for life. Hasbandg responsible both in 
fine and body. 

6. Chiltken smugglera, the same as women. — Fatkert 
and mothers responsible ; and for defect of payment flogged. 

7. NobleB, if Bmugglers, deprived of their twhUity ; «lt4 - 
iheir houees rased to the ground. 

8. Any pereons in employment (I suppose i 
works or the revenue), if smugglers, death. And t 
as assist in the theft of salt in the transport, hanged, 

9. Soldiers smuggling, with arms, are hanged ; without 
arms, gallieafor life. 

10. Buying smuggled salt to resell it, the same pvm.iMk- 
ments as for smuggling. 

11. Persons in the salt employments, empowered if fi 
or one with two witnesses, to eTiier and examine houses c 
the privileged orders. 

12. All famihea, and persona liable to the taille, in the 
proTinces of the Grandea Gahellee inroUed, and their con- 
sumption of aalt for the pot and ealiere (that is the daily 
consumption, escluaire of salting meat, Ac, Ac.) eslimatej 
at 71b. a head per annum, which quantity they are forced 
to buy whether they want it or not, under the pain of 
TariouB fines according to the case. 

The -CtipiMinerieg' were a, dreadful scourge on all the 
occupiers of land. By this term, is to be understood the 
paramountship of certain districts, granted by the king, te 
princes of the blood, by which they were put in possession 
of the property of all game, even on lands not belongii^ hi 
them ; and, what is very singular, on manors granted long 
before to individuals ; s^ that the erecting of a distri ct inj g 
a capiiainerie, was an annihilation of all manonarrights to 
game withia it. This waa a trifling business, in comparison 
to other circumatancea ; for, in speaking of the preservation 
of the game in these capitaineries, it must be observed, that 
by game it must be understood whole droves of wild boars, 
and herds of deer not confined by any wall or pale, but 
wandering, at pleasure, over the whole country, to the de- 
Btruction of crops ; and to the peopling of the gallies 
"by the wretched peasants, who presumed to kill thciii, ia 
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the parties — not only by enormone espencea on the most 
petty objects, but by a dreadful loaa of time. The judges 
commonly ignorant pretenders, who hold their courts in 
eaharets, and are absolately dependent on the seigneure, in 
conBoquence of their feudal powers. They are " vezafunw 
qui eoTtt le phis grand fieav, dea peuplee} — Eselavage affli- 
gearU.' — Ce regime de»aetreiise.' — That the feodaliti be for 
ever abolished. The countryman is tyrannically enslaved 
by it- Fixed and heavy rents; vexatious pnocessea to 
secure them; appreciate unjustly to augment: rents, 
tolidaireB, and vevetichohUs ; rents, cMantes, and levantes, 
fwmagea. Fines at every change of the property, in the 
direct as well as collateral line; feudal redemption (ra- 
traiW) ; fines on sale, to the 8th and even the 6th peimy; 
redemptionB (rackate) injurious in their origin, and still 
more so in their extension; 6gg3,{j{4_ of the mill.' of the 
oven, and of the wine and cyder-prees'; eorveeg byicustomj 
corveea by usage ot the fief; conejk establisEed by nnjurt 
decrees; corveea arbitrary, and even phantastical ; servi- 
tudea ; preetaiiotia, estrava^nt and burthensome : collec- 
tions by aaaeeaments incollectible ; aveux.minug, impunisK- 
mejit; litigations ruinous and without end: the rod of 
seigneural finance for ever shaten over our heads ; vesation, 
ruin, outrage, violence, and destructive servitudo, under 
which the peasants, almost on a level with Polish slaves, 
can never but be miserable, vile, and oppressed." They 
demand also, that the use of hand-millabe free; and hope 
that posterity if possible, may be ignorant that feudal 
tyranny in Bretagne, mrmed with the judicial power, baa 
not blushed even iu these times, at breaking band-mill^ 
and at selling annually to the miserable, tie faculty of 

• '•Nevomoia," art. 43. 

* " Tier» Eiac de Vannea," p. 94. 

' " T. Etal Clermont Ferrand," p. 62, 

' " T, EtaC Aunccnij" cut. 6. 

' B/ this horrible law, the people are bonnd lo grind lieir «im tf 
the mill of the seigneur only; to press their crapes at Ills press onlyj , 
and lo bake tbeir bread in his oven ; hy whiufi meana the bread is oftni 
Bpoilod, and more especially wine, since iu Champagne those eMH>M 
whiub, pressed immediately, would make whiM wine, will, hj waitiug 
for the press, wliidi often happens, maiie red wine only. 

Whilst Ihe gueat of a Vendean gentleman in ISTG, at Monttt^J 
"'end^), I saw one of these selgneurial mills. — Ed. J^H 

" Tiers £ut de Sennas," p. 159. ^^H 
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that body a justice, to wHicli a claim rannoi be laid id 
England. Though the eccle«iasticBl tenth was leiHed in 
France more severely than usual in Italy, yet was it never 
exacted with Buch horrid greediBess as ifl at present the 
disgrace of England. When taken in kind, no such Thing 
was known in any part of Franco, where I made inquiries, 
as a tenth ; it was always a twelfth, or a thirteenth, or even 
a twentieth of the produce. And in no part of the kingdom 
did a new article of culture pay any thing ; thus tumipii, 
cabbages, clover, chicor^, potatoes. &c. &c. paid nothing. 
In many parts, meadows were exempted. SQk worms no- 
thing. Olives in some places paid — in more they did not. 
Cows nothing. Lambs from the 12th to the 2l8t. Wool 
nothing. — Such mildness, in the levy of this odious tax, is 
absolutely unknown in England- B ut mild a a it —v ■ '!■ ■ 
burthen to peojile groaning under so many r.il,. r 
sions, united to render their situation so had that ! 
could be for the worse. Euttheaewerenotalltln' ■ 
which the people struggled. The adminiBtrati<:i[i ■ 
was partial, venal, infamous. I have, in couvciv . 
many very sensible men, in different parts of t)i< 
met with something of content with their govii, ■ 
all other respects than this ; but upon the question of ex- 
pecting justice to be really and fairly administered, eveiy 
one confessed there was no such thing to be looked for. 
The conduct of the parliaments was profligate and atro- 
cious. Upon almost every cause that came before tbem, 
interest was openly made with tbe judges : and woe be- 
tided the man who, with a cause to support, had no means 
of conciliating favour, either by the beauty of a handsonu 
wife, or by other methods. It has been said, by many 
writers, that property was as secure under the old govern- 
ment of France as it is in England ; and the assertion 
might possibly be true, as far as any violence from tits 
King, his ministers, or the great was concerned : bat for all 
that mass of property, which comes in every country to be 
litigated in courts of iustice, there was not even ^^ 
shadow of security, unless the parties were totally i"^" 
equally unknown, and totally and equally honest ; inei 
other case, he who had the best interest with the jtidi 
1 Bore to be the winner. To reflecting mina«ri 
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even in cauaes of private property, in which they 
themaelves the partieB, aad have, in this capacity, been 
guilty of oppreasiona and cruelties, which the crown hai 
rarely dajed to attempt. 

It is impossible to justify the excesses of the people on 
their taking up arms ; they were certainly guilty of crael- 
ties ; it is idle to deny the facts, for they have been proved 
too clearly to admit of a doubt. But isitjBaUj.tiltijlgoplis 
to whom we are to impute the whole ? — Otto their 
oppreaaorB who had kept them so long in a state 3 
bondage? He who chooses to be served by slaves, anJbj 
Ill-treated slaves, must know that he holds botli his pro- 
perty and life by a tenure far different from those who 
prefer the service of well treated freemen; and he who 
dines to the music of groaning sufferers, must not, in tlie 
moment of insurrection, complain that his daughters are 
ravished, and then destroyed ; and tbat his sons' throats 
are cut. When such evils happen, they surely are more 
imputable to the tyranny of the master, than to the cmeltj 
of the servant. The analogy holds with the French peasants 
— the murder of a seigneur, or a chateau in flamea, is re- 
corded in every newspaper ; the rank of the person who 
BufEers, attracts notice; but where do we find the repsler 
of that seigneur's oppressions of his peasantry, and hia ei- 
actions of feudal aervieea, from those whose (iildren were 
dying around them for want of bread ? ' Where do we find 
the minutes that assigned these starving wretches to some | 
vile petty-fogger, to be fleeced by impositionB, and a i 
mockery of justice, in the seigneural courts ? Wlio giviea ' 
us the awards of the intendant and his Bvh-deleguh, which j 
toolc off the taxes of a man of fashion, and laid them wiUl 
aocumtilated weight, on the poor, who were so unfortunate 
as to be bis neighbours ? Who has dwelt sufficiently upon 
explaining all the ramiflcations of despotism, regal, aristo- 
cratical, and ecclesiastical, pervading the whole mass of tha 
people ; reaching, like a circulating flnid, the most distant 
capillary tubes of poverty and wretchedness? In theae 
cases, the sufferers are too ignoble to be known j and the 
masa too indiscriminate to be pitied. But should a philo- 
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abuaes piiglit certainlj to be corrected, and corr6ct«d,effcc- 
tuaHy ; tlus could not be done without the establishment 
of a new form of government ; whether the form that haa 
been adopted were the best, is another question absolutely 
distinct. But that the above-mentioned detail of enormi- 
ties practised on the people required some great change is 
sufficiently apparent ; and I cannot better conclude such a. 
list of detestable oppressions, than in the words of the 
Tiers Etat of NiTernois, who haUed the approaching day of 
liberty, with an eloquence worthy of the subject. 
. " lies plaintcs du peuple se sont long-tems perduea dans 
4 I'espace immenge qui le siJpare du trfine: cette classe la 
plus nombreuae & k, plus inttressante de la society ; cette 
classe qui m^rite les premiers soins du gouvememejit, 
puisqu' elle aJimente toutes les autres; cette classe a la- 
quelle on doit & lea arts ne'cessaires it la vie, & cenx qui eo 
embellissent le cours; cett« classe enfin qui en reeueillent 
moina a toujoura paje davantage, pent elle apres tant de 
siecles d'oppression & de miadre compter aujourdhui snr 
nn sort plus heureui ? Ce seroit pour ainsi dire blasphemer 
rautoritd tutdlaire sous laquella nous vivons que d'^ douter 
on seul moment. Un respect aveugle pour les abus ^tablis 
ou par la violence ou par la superBtition, une ignorance pro- 
fonde ^ea conditions du pacte social voila ce qui a per- 
p(5tu^ jusq' k nouB la servitude dana laquelle ont gemi noa 
pferes. Un jour pins pur est prfes d'eclorre : le roi a roani- 
festi! le deair de trouver des aujets capables de lui dire !a 
v^rit^; une des ses loix.l'edit de creation des assemble 
provincialea du moi de Juin 1787, annonce qne le vteu la 
plus pTeasant de son cteur seratoujours celui qui tendiaftU 
Goulagement & au bonheur de ses peuples : une autre loi 
qui a retenti du centre du Boyaume a ses demises estr^ 
mite's, nous a promis la restitution de tous nos droits, dont 
nous n'avions perdu, & dont nous ne pouvions perdre qos 
I'esercice puisque le fond de ces ■ memea droits eat in- 
alienable & imprescriptible. Oaona done secouer le joug 

Bssuredl; thej will End out, in every cauncry of Europe, that bv coB- 
biuatioDS, on the principlei of lilierly and propertj, aimed cqn*]); 
ugaiust regt,], aristocrBtiaJ, ood mobbisb Ijnnnj, tbej will b« able m 
resist sucCBBsfuUj, thai vnriely of combination, which, go — " " " 
lilunder and dcspoiism, in every where at woik i 
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gone much farther; aod have been atUsdftd irith 
conaequenceB not equallj juBtifiable. The renta of \aj>d, 
which are as legal under the new government aa they were 
imder the old, are no longer paid with regularity. I have 
heen lately informed (Auguatl791), on authority not to be 
doubted, that associations among tenantry, to a great 
amount and extent, have heen formed, even within fifty 
milee of Paris, for the non-payment of rent; saying, in 
direct terms, we are strong enough to detain the rent, and 
you are not strong enough to enforce the payment. In a 
country where such things are possible, property of every 
kind ifmust be allowed, is in a dubioue situation. Very 
evil conaequencea will result from this j arrears vrill accu- 
mulate too great for landlords to lose, or for the peasants 
to pay, who will not easily be brought to relish that order 
and legal government, which must necessarily secure these 
arrears to their right owners. In addition to all the rest, 
by the new system of taxation, there is laid a, land-tAi of 
300 millions, or not to exceed 4a. in the pound ; but, under 
the old government, their mn^temes did not amount to the 
seventh part of such an impost. In whatever light, there- 
fore, the case of French landlords is viewed, it will appear, 
that they have suffered immensely by the revolution. — 
That many of them deserved it, cannot, however, be 
doubted, since we see their cahierg demanding steadily, 
that all their feudal rights should he confirmed : ' that the 
carrying of arms should be strictly prohibited to every body 
hut noblemen : ^ that the infamous arrangements of the 
militia should remain on its old footing:* that brea,! ' 
up wastes, and inclosing commons, should be prohibit 
""lat the nobility alone should be eligible to ent«r 
army, church, &c. -. ' that leitrea de cachet shooM 

"Evrem," p. 32. — " Bourbonntas," p. 14. — "Artoi . 
Bazas," p. 8.—" Nnernois," p. 7. — " PihIoo," p. 13,—" Saintoi^e,* 
, 5. — " OrleBns," p. 19. — " Ohaiunont," p. 7. 
" " Tennandois,*' p. 41. — " Quesnoy, p. 19. — "Sctis," p. 2S,— 
ETrens,"p. as.— "S*Hiiine,"'p. 17. — " Bm aor Seine,' p. 6, — "B«S- 
i^s.^p. 13. — " Baeey," p. 34. — *' Clennoiit Fenuid," p. 11. 
' " Limofes," p. 36. 

' " C«iD&oy,''p. 19. — " Pont k Mousstra,' p. 38. 
'"Lyon." p. 13. — " Tourainu," p. 32. — '' ADgoamois," p, IX — . 

" AuKPtte," p. 13. The lailior of the "Biitonca] Sketch of UmFI — ' 
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tchere the duty it light and the neighhourkood convivial. 
The proper exercise for a country clergyman, is the employ- 
ment of agriculture, which demands strength and activity 
— and which, vigorously followed, will fatigue enough to 
give ease its best relish. A sportsman parson may be, as 
as be oft€a is in England, a good sort of man, and aw 
honest fellow ; but certainly tbis pursuit, and the resorting 
to obeeene comedies, and kicking their heels in the jig of an 
assembly, are nojtbe occupations for which we can suppose 
tythes are givemP Whoever will give any attention to the 
demanda of the clei^ in their cahiers, will see, that there 
waa, on many topics, an ill spirit in that body. Tbey 
maintain, for instance, that the liberty of the press ought 
rather to be reatrained than extended : ' that tbe laws 
against it should be renewed and executed:' that admis- 
sion into religious orders should be, as formerly, at Bisteen 
years of age : ' that tettrea de cachet are useful, and even 
necessary." They solicit to prohibit all division of com.- 
mons;' — to revoke the edict allowing inclosurea ; ' tl»tig 
the export of com be not allowed ; " and that public 
riea be eetabliahed." 

The ill effects of the revolution have been felt i 
severely by the manufacturers of the kingdom, than by 
any other class of the people. Tlie rivalry of the English 
fabrics in 1787 and 1788, was strong and successful ; and 
the confusions that followed in all parts of the kingdom, 
had the effect of leHsening the incomes of so many land- 
lords, clergy, and men in public employments ; and such 
numbers fled from the kingdom, that the general mass of 
the consumption of national fabrics sunk perhaps three- 
fourths. The men, whose incomes were untouched, lessened 
their consumption greatly, from an apprehension of the 

G/NoUiing appottrs ao acaodttloBa to all tha clergy of Enrope, aa their 
brethrea in KngUnd ilaacing^ at public asseniblleg; and a bishop's w^t 
engaged in the same amusement, seems to liieiD oa preposleraiM aa 4 
bishop, in his lawn sleeves, fallowiiig the same diveraion tvould to ns. 
Probably both are wrong. 
' " Saintonge," p, 24. — "LimogaB,''p. 6. 

• "Ljon," p, 13. — "Dourdon'' (Seine and OiM),p, S, 

* " Swntonge,"p. 26. — ■'* Montargis," p. 10. 
' '■ Limoges/' p. 22. ' " Troyes," p. II. ' "Moti,"i\ tfl 
' " Itoaen," p. 24. ' "Laon,"p. II. — " OMudon,* p. 17. I 
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by the lii({]i price of com throughout the year 178931 
price arising almost entirely from Mons. Necker'a 
operations in the com trade, as it has lieen proved at la _^^ 
it is true tRero is a deductissto be made on acconnt of tlifl 
unavoidable diminution of consumption in every aiticle of 
land produce, not essentiallj necessary to life : every object 
of luinry, or tending to it, is lessened greatly. But after 
this discount is allowed, tbe balance, in favour of the little 
proprietor farmers, must be very great. The benefit of 
such a sum being added, aa it is to the capital of husban- 
dry, needs no explanation. Their a^cnlture must be 
invigorated by such wealth — by the freedom enjoyed by its 
its professors ; by the destruction of its innumerable 
shackles ; and even by the distresses of other employ- 
ments, occasioning new and great investments of capt^ 
in. land ; and these leading facts will appear in a clearer 
hght, when the prodigious division of laiided property in 
Franca is well considered ; probably half, perhaps two- 
thirds, of the kingdom are in the possession of httle pro- 
prietors, who paid quit-rents, and feudal duties, for the 
spots they farmed. Such men are placed at once in com- 
parative afSuence ; and as ease is thus acquired by at least 
half the kingdom, it must not be set down as a point of 
trifling importance. Should France escape a civil war, she 
will, in the prosperity of these men, find a resource which 
politicians at a distance do not calculate. With rents the 
case is certainly different ; for, beyond all doubt, landlords 
will, sooner or later, avail themselves of these circnm* 
stances, by advanciDg their rents ; acting in this respect, 
as in every other cotmtry, is common; but they will findit 
impossible to deprive the tenantry of a vast advantage, 
necessarily flowing from their emancipation. 

The confusion, which has since arisen in the finances, 
owing almost entirely to the mode of taxation adopted by 
the assembly, has had the effect of continuing to the present 
moment (1791), a freedom from all impost to the little pro- 
prietors, which, however dreadful its general effects on the 
Bational affairs, has tended strongly to enrich this class. 
The effects of the revolution, not on any particular class 
' cultivators, but on agriculture in general, is with n 
it confess, very questionable ; I see no benefits fl 
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himdred aud forty millions, and the old tythea, are a de- 
duction of all revenue, are, beyond doubt, in great distress ; 
but what say the furmera throughout the kingdom, from 
whom the detestable burthen of those taxes were eitortedV 
Do not they find their culture lightened, their industry 
freed, their products their own ? Go to the aristocratical 
poUtician at Paris, or at London, and you hear only of the 
ruin of France — go to the cottage of the metayer, or the 
house of the fanner, and demand of him what the result 
has been — there will be but one voice from Calais to 
Bayonne. If tythes wore to be at one strote abolished in 
England,' no doubt the clergy would sufEer, but would not 
the agriculture of the kingdom, with every man dependent 
on it, rise with a vigour never before experienced ? 



Future Epi 
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It would betray no inconsiderable presumpti 
tempt to predict what will be the event of the revolution 
now paaeing in France; I am not eo imprudent. But 
there are considerations that may be offered to the atten- 
tion of those who love to speculate on future events better 
than I do. There are three apparent benefits in an oristo' 
cracy forming the part of a constitution ; first, the fixed, 
consolidated, aud hereditary importance of the great 
nobility, is, for the most part, a bar to the dangerous 
pretensions, and illegal views, of a victorious and highly 
popular king, president, or leader. Assemblies, so elected, 
as to be swayed absolutely by the opinion of the peo] ' 
would frequently, under such a prince, be ready to g 
him much more titan a well constituted aristocratic sei 
Secondly, such popular assemblies, as I have just descril 
are sometimes led to adopt decisions too hastily, and 

' It is an error in France W Buppose, chat the revenue of the church 
ii smidl in England. The Koyal Boviel; of Agricnlture at Paris stales 
th»t reTeniie nl 210,0001, ; it cannot be stated at less than live millioiu 
•terling. " Mem. picsent^ pai' la S, K. d'Ag. a TAssemblie Nationale," 
JITBS, p. 5S. — One of the greatest and wisent men we have in England, 
■r^onists in asstrting it to ^ much Itei than two millions. Frota verj 
iHHm>w.„c ;„„..ir;g,^ which I am atill pursuing, I have « 
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imprudently; and particularly in the case of wars -with 
neighbouring nations ; in the free countries, we bave known 
the commonalty bave been too apt to call lightly for them. 
An aristocracy, not undviy influenced by the crown, stands 
like a rock againat such phrenzies, and hath u direct in- 
terest in the encouragement and support of peaceabla 
maxims. The remark is applicable to many other subjects, 
in which mature deliberation is wanted to ballast tha im- 
petuosity of the people. I always suppose the aristocratic 
body well constituted, upon the basis of a BufBcient pro- 
perty, and at the same time no unlimited power in the 
crown, to throw all the property of the kingdom into the 
same scale, which la the case in England. Thirdly, what- 
ever benefits may arise from the existence of an executive 
power, distinct from the legislative, must absolutely depend 
on some intermediate and independent body between the 
people and the executive power. Every one must grant, 
that if there be no such body, the people are enabled, when 
they ■please, to annihilate the executive authority, — and 
asfflgn it, as in the case of the long parliament, to com- 
mittees of their own representatives ; or, which is the same 
thing, they may appear, as they did at Versailles, armed 
before the King, and insist on his consent to any proposi- 
tions they bring him : in these cases, the seeming odvan- 
ti^ea derived from a distinct executive power are lost. 
And it must be obvious, that in such a constitution as the 
present one of France, the kingly office can be put down as 
eaflUy, and a readily, as a secretary can be reprimanded for 
a false entry in the journals. If a constitution be good, all 
great changes in it should be esteemed a matter of great 
difficulty and hazard : it is in bad ones only that altera- 
tions should not be looted upon in a formidable light. 

That these circumstances may prove advantages in 
aristoeratical portion of a legislature, there is reason 
believe ; the inquiry is, whether they be counter-balanced 
by possible or probable evils. May there not come within 
this description, the danger of an aristocracy uniting with 
crown against the people ? that is to say, influencing by 
weight of property and power, a great mass of tlie people 
dependent — against the rest oi ^^ people who are inde- 
pendent ? Do wo not see th; to ^^ ^^T much the cos- '" 



Btitution ia it imputable that we have been infamously in- 
volved in perpetual wars, from which none reap any bene- 
fit but that tribe of vermin which thrive moat when a 
nation mOst declines ; contractors, victuallers, paymasters, 
stock-jobbers, and money-Bcriveners : a set by whom 
ministers are surrounded ) and in favour of whom whole 
classes amongst the people are beggared and rained" Those 
who will assert a constitution can be good' which suSers 
these things, ought at least to i^ree, that such an one as 
would not sufEer them wonild be much better." 

If an aristocracy have thus its advant^es auddieadvan- 
tages, it is natural to inquire, whether the French nation 
be likely to estabUsh something of a senate, that shall havs 
the advantages without the evils. If there should be none, 
no popular representatiTes will ever be brought, with the 
consent of their constituents, to give up a power in their 
own possession and enjoyment. It is experience alone, and 
long experience, that can satisfy the doubts which every one 
must entertain on this subject. What can be know, ei- 
perimentally, of a government which has not stood the 
brunt of unsuccessful and of successful wars ? The English 
constitution has stood this test, and has beenfound deficient; 
or rather, as far as this test can decide any thing, has been 
proved worthless ; since in a single century, it has involved 

' It ought not to be allowed even tolersble, for this plaiii resson, such 

tublic exlraragsnce engenders taxes to au amount Ibat wilt aoDaer or 
Iter force the people into reaiBtaiKe, which is always the defitraction of 
a constitution ; and lurely that must be odimtlfd bad. which carries 
the moat careless eye the seeds of its own destruction. Two hui " 
and forty millions of public debt in a ceotnr;, is in a ratio impcuail 
be Bopported \ and therefore oTidenlly ruinons. 

' " The direct power of the king of England," says Mr. Bsrks, 
considerable. His indirect is sreat indeed. When was it thai ' 

of England wanted wherewithal to make him respected, courted, „ , 

haps even feared in every state in Europe ? " It is in such pusagei u 
these, that this elegant writer lays himself open to the attacks, for- 
midable, hecanse jusi, of men who hate not an bundredth part of his 
talenta. Who questions, or can question, the power of a prince that in 
J*is than a century has expended sboro 1000 milboDS, and JnvnWed bit 
people in a debt of 240! The point in debate is not the crialenct of 
power, bat its exctss. M'bat is the constitntion that j^enerales or aUowl 
of such eipences ? The rery mischief complained of is here wroiighl 

into ft nerii, nnd brought in argunent to proie that poison ia salutM}^ 
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to property, than any thing that has previuW in Franoe. 
The probability of such events, every on? must aJlow to be 
not inconsideiuble ; the ruin th&t must attend them canitot 
be doubted ; for they would lend not to produce, a National 
Assembly, and a free constitution, but sjl nniversal aoarcky 
and confusion. The first attempt tonarde a democracy in 
England would be the common people demanding an adniitf- 
sion and voioe in the vestries, and voting to themaelves what- 
ever rates they thought proper to appropriate ; which, in 
ta*;t. would be an agrarian law. Can there be bo much bd- 
pineness in the present governments of Europe, as to aup- 
pose that old principles and nmnma will avail any longer? 
Can such ignorance of the humaji heart, and such lili ntlnest 
to the natnral course of event* be found, as the plan of re- 
jecting aU innovations lest they should lead to gre«,ter? 
There is no government to be found, that does not depend, 
in the last resort, on a military power ; and if that fail 
tbem, is not the consequence easily seesf A new policy 
must either be adopted, or all the governments we know 
will be swept from their very foundations. This polity 
mnst consist, first, lu making it the interest, as mudi. as 
possible, of every dass in the state, exf«pt those absolutely 
without property.' to support the estabfiahed goversioeiit; 
and also to render it as palatable, as the security of prtv 
perty will allow, even to these ; forther than this, nooe caa 
look : for it is so directly the interest of the people, trftiUlrf 
prqjvWy, to divide with those trAo have it, that no govefft- 
ment can be established, which shall give the poor aa 
equal interest in it with the rich ;* — the visible tangible in- 






>, rotsou, and tbeoij, ■ 
Id ienor&Dce to gofan lutDirl«(|g« ; t« oocnlltnted uiiellr<ct the hwl tt 
iaXdiigHHV ; to anngt finve lbs gmie of l»w uul jiulkv ; and to (al)r 
tht gunmwvx of wixkia. Knowledga, inirlligenDF. inrinnnatiiinj 
Icaming, mi wisdola ooglit to gonn inxwni ; and tbne ar« all fonnd 
W mide most in the iiiiilillii ilaiB»i iif iiiiiitiiiil weakened bj' Uir liobiu 
and n^dices o( tie gnai, tad »liS»i bj the ignmnca ortbi^ vul~ikr. 

* llkoat wbo lura not attended auKh toPrem* aflWrs. uii-li; ..-liilt 
miatahe tbe repmentuioii ot tomtary and contribB^on i, - 
omstitutioa, as siHDething simiUr to nhat I cooiend fiv — 1 
more [Fmoie ; the iiuiDb<^rchc«en ii oflittleoNunnmK^, " 
wiihoDt propenj srs the ctecton. Yet yr. CbrtMic ? ■ . ,. 

p. 196, that propenj a a base on wlkicb repfesratatnio ^-^^t. 
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tution ; if they be remedied, it may enjoy even a Ten 
loDgerity ; but if they be allowed, tike vancerouB bun 
to prey on the nobler parts of the political system, 4 
boaat«d fabric may not exist even twenty years. To gin 
property efFectually, and to give permanency to the new" 
system, the militia laws ought all to be repealed. When 
we see, as in all the monarchies of Europe, the goTemment 
only armed, despotism is established. When those who 
have property alone are armed, how secure the people from 
oppresBion ? — When those who have no property are armed, 
how prevent their seizing the property of others ? — Perhap* 
the best method of giiajding against these contrary evils, 
is to embody, in a national militia, all who have property; 
and, at the same time, to allow arms (unembodied) to all 
citizens indiscriminately : we see, in the case of Berne, that 
the people being armed, keeps an aristocracy in such order, 
that great oppressions are unknown. An army was al- 
ways dangerous ; and, in the probable state of Europe, if 
may be doubly so ; discipline preeerved, it cemented des- 
potism ; undisciplined, it may unite with the people of no 
property, and produce anaichy and ruin. There seemi to 
be no sufficient guard upon it, but a national militia, fomwd 
of every man that possesaeB a certain degree of propei' ~ 
rank and file as well as officers.' Such a force, in t 
island, would probably amount to above 100,000 men ; S 
would be amply sufficient for repressing all those no 
whose object might be, immediately or ultimately, the-ft 
mocratic mischief of transferring property.' "niis fts!* 

QJnefaUi rioUat BirmingliiLm [rlou agiiD«tper«onsconineinoiitilK_ 
IBS French HevoJution, July, 1781. —Ed.] ought lo convince o«;r 
nt>n, who looks to the preservation of pence, tbal a militia qf property a 
abtmlucal}' neueuarv ; h&d it e:(isted M that Iovtd, no auoh iiJuDOm 
transaL'tiona cuald hara taken place, to the diigracs at itie age ati b 
nation. Those riola maj coorince ua how insecure our properC; (mB^S 
Is in England, and how very imperfect that foliticil ststeKi^^^H 
could, twice in twelie jrarg, see two or the greatest towns in ^^^^| 
Kl Ihe menty of a vile itiob. The military miiat, in relatton ^^^^| 
^ealcr part of Iho l(in;;i]i)m. bo alwayg at a dititance; but a ^^^^| 
id on the Hpot, anil euay to be cuUueted, by previous regulstioni^aCsIT 

Uinnmeiit's wnrniog. 
' The clait of wrilora who wish to spread the taste of rerolnllaiw. i 
and make them every where ibe order of the dau, afibct to conSinnd it* 1 
g^vernmeDlsuf Franco and Atneric«,as if estsbliiheil oo the umsmljl 
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free goTemment : — despotic ones, that would wiali to escape 
destructioB, muBt emancipate tbeii eubjects, becauao do 
military coaformation caa long secure the obediesce of ill 

ciplfa; if GO, it is a reinaTkable fact Ih&t llie result eIidu Id, to appearance, , 
turn out so ililfiircntl; i but a little examination will convince ua, (bat 
Ibere ia Ecoicely any thing in common between those government^ 
enrept the general principle of being free. In France, the populace irB 
elecUitu, and to so low a degree that [be exclusions are of little account; 
and tbe qualiticaliona for a seat in the proviacial assemblies, and in tha 
national one, ore ao low that (he whole chain maj be campleled, from 
the Grat eleclor to the legislator, wittont & single link of what menta. 
the name of property. The very reyerse ia tbe ease in America, them 
is not a single atale in which voters must not have a qoalificadon of' 
property: io Massschussets and New Hampshire, a ft^eehold of 31. a. 
year, or other estate of GOl. value: Connecticut is a country of sobi 
stantial freeholders, and the old gocemment remains: In New York, 
electors of the senate mnal have a. property of lOOl. free from debts; 
and tboBe of the aasembly freeholds of 40b. a year, raltd and ptn/ingr 
taxes: in Fenayivanta, payment of laxca ia necessary: in Marylan<^, 
the possession of 50 acres of land, or other estate worth SOL : in Vir-' 
ginia, 25 cultivated acres, with a faoose on it : in North Carolina, tat 
the senate 50 acres, and for the assembly payment of taxes : and in aQ 
the slates there are qaaUficBtians mouh more considerable, neceassry foe. 
being eligible to be elected. In general it should be remembered, that 
taxes being so very few, the quatihcation ofpayingthem exoludea vaitly 
more voters than a similar regulation in Eoropo. In constituting tM' 
legislatures also, the states all have two bouses, except Pensylvania. 
And Congress itself meets in the same form. Thus a ready explanatioii, 
is found of that order and regularity, and security of pniperty, whiA 
■trikea every eye in America ; a Lvntrast to the spectacle which France 
has exhibited, irhere confnsion of every sort haa operated, in which 
property is very far from safe ; in which (ha populace legislate and 
then execute, not laws of theurreprBSsntalives,bnt of their own ambula- 
tory vvills; in which, at this moim^nt (Jfarch 1792), they are a scene of 
anarchy, with every sign of a civil war commencing. These two great 
experimenta, aa far as they have gone, ought to pour conviction in every 
mind, that order and prnperly never can be safe if the right of election 
is personal, instead of being attached, to property : and whenever — 
positions for tbe reformation of our representstion shall be serit 
considered, which is certainly necessiirv, ""itlimg ought to be in 
templation but taking power frotBTuI, crown and the aristoctacy— no- ] 
to give it to the mob, but to tho JTlXlf daases of moderate fottunelf. 
The proprietor ofan estate of sqi "Iwo' ;. as much intatestsd, in ■eetr , 
preservation of orderand of prorJ «■ ob*^ v,„ viOBMaitft ot fttly fhonsau*!!' 
but the people without propertJ^J-tJ fi9 '^^^Sx- »»* P'*'^"'^ '"T«W 
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jated slaves ; and while aucL govemments are giving to 
people a conatitution worth preserving, tliey should, 
Q absolnte renuDciation of all the views of conquest, 
late a small army as efficient for good purposes, aa a large 
tree for ambitious ones : this new-modelled military Bbould 
msiat, ranli and file, of men interested in the preservation 
(of property and order : were this army to consist merely 
of nobility, it would form a military aristocracy, as dan- 
gerous to the prince as to the people ; it should be com- 
posed, indiBcrim.inate]y, of individuaJB, drawn from all 
classes, but possessing a given property, — A good govern- 
ment, thus supported, may be durable ; bad ones will be 
shivered to pieces by the new spirit that ferments in 
Europe. The candid reader will, I trust, see, that in what- 
ever I have ventured to advance on so critical a subject as 
f this great and uneiampled revolution, I have assigned 
I the merit I think due to it, vikiek ia the destruction of the 
I old government, and not the establishment of the new.W All 
\that I saw, and much that I heard, in Prance, gave me the 
clearest conviction, that a change was necessary for the 
happiness of the people ; a change, that should limit the 
royal authority ; that should restrain the feudal tyranny of 
the nobility ; that should reduce the church to the level of 
good citizens ; that should correct the abuses of finance; 
tiiat should give purify to the administration of justice; 
and that should place the people in a state of ease, and 
give them weight enough to secure this blessing. Thus 
far I must suppose every friend of mankind agreed. But 
whether, in order to effect thus much, all Prance were 
be overthrown, ranks annihilated, property attacked. 




the Righte of Man read to them, bj which should be understooli 
Europe, not in Amerisa) llie Rionf to plbndeh. Let the sisM 
France at present be cooll/ conaidered, and it will be found (o origiMl 
absolutety in population, without propertj being represeoted : itezhiUti 
H'snes such es van never lake place in America. 8ee the National it- 
sembly of a great empire, at the criaia of its fate, liataning to the hw 
raoguea of the I'aria populace, the female populace of St. And ' ' 

the president rormally anawering and ilalteriug them '. Will si 
---■— ivec be Been in the American Congresa? Can that b« 
lied govemmeni, in which the most precious moi 
iiuned? The place of assembling (Paris) is alone ml 
the const ilu lion. 
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and BUch as moet ineTitably secure to it, as long as tliej 
continue, an uncommon degree of proaperity. The men 
who deny the benefit of such events, must have Bomething 
siniBtflr in their viewa, or muddy in their vm,dertlimdmgt. 
/Dn the other hand, the extenaive and unneceHaary nuu 
/ brought on so manj thoUBands of families, of all deecrip- 
I tions, by violence, plunder, terror, and injustice, to an . 
amount that ia ahewn in the utter want of the predoM J 
I metals, the stagnation of industry, and the poverty and I 
I misery found amongst many, ie an evil of too great a mag- j 
^ nitude to be palliated. The nourishment of tie most per- 
nicious cancer in the state, public credit : the deluge of 
paper money ; the violent and frivolous extinction of 
rank ; ' the new system of taxation, apparently ao hurtful 
to landed property ; and a restricted com trade ; all the» 
are great deductiona from public felicity, and weigh the 
heavier in the scale, because unnecesBary to effect tJie revo- 
flution. Of the nature and diirableueHij of the conetittttio tt 
estgjjliahed^ prudent men wfli not oe eager to propheej; 
ifisa new experiment,' and cannot be tried or examined on 

' It ii so because the inequality remaioB as great aa if liUei Ltd 

remained, but buiJt on its warac basis, weolili. The nobility were bid, 

but not so bad as Mr, Christie makes them; tbej did not wait (ill lbs 

Etats GuiBraiix before tbej agreed to renounce their pecnniary privilegn, 

" Letters on the Bevolulion of France," vol. i. p. 74. The first meeting 

of the Btat«9 WHS Mays, 1789; but tbc nobility assembled at theliODTn, 

ryt so, 17B8, addiGssed tlie king, declaring that inteiitioD. 

J^Aller all that has been said of late years, ao the subject of con' 

/stiMtions and gaverniDents by varioos writers in EngliLnd, bnt man 

/ especially in France, one circnnjB lance must strike any attentive readeii 

I it ia, that none of the writers who have pusheii the most forward in 

fayoor of new systems, have said any thing to convinca the iiUDrniudic ed 

npnltinrl^ thn[, pV jieriment is noT BB Wn uessarv a means ot kn tfy- 

ralation to goveriiment. mi in mrrjunHnfp, pf f ny ""-nr tlTBB 

It tiinloaophy. Much has been said io ferour of the Ameiicn 



e with perfect jastice, reaiotiiag as fa ,. .. 
expgriTiieiii exI^uU ; but it is fair to consider it as an imperfect exjian^ 
mnnt, extending no further thau (he energy of personal virtue, BeooncM 
by the moderation attendant on a circulation not remarkably woim 
We learn, by Mr. Payne, tbat General Washington accepted no saluf 
as commander of their troops, nor any aa president of their legialatnn 
— an instance that does honour to their government, their count ~~' 
to human natnre j but it may be doubted, whether any such ii 
will occur two hundred years hente ? The exports of the United 
now amount Ui 20 millions of dollitrs i when they amount '' " 
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lide&s ; but the effects, good and bad, here aji-anged, 
in opposition to each other, are visible to every eye ; the 
advanta^H are lecofpiized ; the evils are felt. On these 
iBtances we ore competent to reason.' 



^^McpoBta 



1792. 



IT may afford the reader some satisfaction to note a few 
circumstances of the state of Tranca at the opening of 
1792, wMchI draw from the correspondence of some friends, 
on whose accuracy I can rely. 

Agriculture. — Small proprietors, who farm their own 
lands, are in a very improved and easy situation: renters 
are proportionally so, to the degree in which their landlords 
have not been able to acquire in new rents, the payments 
from which the land has been freed. Owners o£ meadows, 
woods, and a variety of articles for which no tytbe was paid 
before, gain much less than others whose property used to 
be subject to that burthen. In regard to the payment of 
rent, there is a distmction between the north and south of 

liopa, when great weallh, cast cities, a rapid circnlation, itnd, by conee- 

S[uei]ce, immense private fortnnea are formed, will such spectuclcB ba 
oDDd? Will tbeir govemmont then be as fanltleas aa it appears at 
preMDl 7 It maj. Probably it will still be found excellent; bat we 
b«™ no convictions, no proof j it is in the womb of time— Thb bxpgbi- 
lUHT IS vol MADE. Such remarks, bowever, ought always to be 
accompanied with the admission, that the British government has been 
experimented.— With what result ?— Let a debt of 240 millions— let 
eeien wars — let Bengal and Gibraltar — let 30 miiliona sterling of na- 
tional burthens, taxes, rales, tytbes, and monopolies — let these answer. 
' The gross abnso which has been thrown on the iFtench nation, and 
particularly on their assemblies, io certain pamphlets, and without 
interruption, in several of our newspapers, ought to be doptecB.lfi4 by 
overy man who feels for the future inletests of this country. H ia >" 



some inslanc* carried to so soandninua an skwsb, that wo mnav nec«-. 
«inly give extreme disgust to tl^^^da "t P^jpl^. "h? JI'^J ^"^ 

ourable towards 'ft jtl'' ilml, un 
ineb contumely J ^ vnO^ „.W 6^°^' 
lat deadens tJie V ^^ ft ^ oS^*^°" 
langunge, to is ^^( "jgff " jj imfi 



hare-ai ample opportunity lo t^J-WSf^* act under Ihe if"™™ tJ^ 
pneMions unfavourable towards 'ft ^^ (v toil,iinprovo«™. "lo-^^^^jj^tS. 
tbeu with so mncb contumely; ^ f.nOP*' .lOTi Kt^^niTve «ii"^\ »■ ^xvcs^ 



240 mUlions, that deadens tJie v V A ^ cS. ^*^°" "^'^^ 
I the mildest langunge, to is ^o' .Xe^ rfj unftuiw ' 
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the Loire ; in tho former, rents continue to be paid ; 

the south, many landlords have been unable to receii4 

any ; and here a difference is observable ; absentees, wl 
were not beloved, or whose Events are disliked, are in an ill 
situation ; but others, who reside, or who, though absent, 
are beloved, are paid proportionally to the ability of the 
metayer, which species of tenant is chiefly found south of 
the Loire. The last crop (of 1?91), is said to have been 
short ; in a good year, in Pieardy, 40 sheaves gave a aeptm 
of wheat, of 240 lb. ; but now it takes SO to 60. This 
circumstance, however, cannot be general, as the price 
plainly proves ; for Jannary 7th 1792, price at Paris of 
wheat was 22 to 28 liv. with assignats at 36 per cent, dis- 
count, a remarkable proof, that tho most depreciated paper 
currency will answer every purpose for objects of physical 
necessity, and daily consumption. The discount on this 
paper, is greater than ever was foretold by those who pre- 
dicted an enormous rise of all the necessaries of life ; a 
proof how new the science of politics is, and how little able 
the most ingenious men are to foretell the effects of any 
specified event. The sale of the national estates has been 
of late very slow, which is a strange ciroumstance, since the 
rapidity of their transfer ought to have been proportioned 
to the discount upon asaignats, for an obvious reason ; for, 
while land is to be acquired with money, the more de- 
preciated paper is, the greater the benefit to the purchaser. 
While tho sale of the estates lasted with any degree of 
briskness, the common price, of such as have come to my 
knowledge, was 20 to 30, and even more years purchase; 
at which rate the advantages attending investments may 
be great. 

Commerce and Manufactures. — Tlie result of the vast dis- 
count uponassigiiatshas, in relation to the national industry, 
been aliuost contrary to what many persons, not ill in- 
formed, expected. Early in the confusion of the revolution, 
nothing suffered so severely as manufactures ; but I am 
now (1792) informed, that there is much more motion and 
employment in them than some time past, when the 
general aspect of affairs was less alarming. The v.tv lur- 
cumstance which, according to common ideas, Bhould'han 
continued their depression, has most unaccountably J 
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Tived them in some measure ; I mean the depreciation of 
the assignats. Paper currencj has been at so low a pitch, 
that every species of goods has been preferred in payments; 
master manufacturers paying their workmen, <&c. in assig- 
nats, by which bread is purchased at a price proportioned 
to the crop, can sell the product of that labour to such an 
advantage, as to create demand enough to animate their 
business : a most curious political combination, which 
seems to ihew, that in circumstances where evils are of 
the most alarming tendency, there is a re-action, an under- 
current, that works against the apparent tide, and brings 
relief, even from the very nature of the misfortune. Com- 
bine this with the point of depression of England, in all 
her wars, as explained with such talents by ttie ingenious 
Mr. Chalmers, and something of a similarity will strike 
the . reflecting reader. The loss by the depression of 
assignats has not been by any interior transactions, but by 
those with foreign powers. In consequence of it, the 
course of exchange rose at last so high, that the loss to the 
kingdom has been great, but by no means so great as some 
have imagined, who supposed the intercourse to be moving 
in the same ratio as in preceding periods. But this is no 
l^ht error: the evil of exchange, like all other political 
evils, corrects itself ; when it is very much against a people, 
they necessarily lessen their consumption of foreign com- 
modities; and on the contrary, foreign nations consume 
theirs very freely, because so easily paid for. Through 
the month of January 1792, the course of exchange between 
us and Paris, has been about 18 on an average ; reckoning 
the par at 30 (which, however, is not exact), here is 40 per 
cent, against France ; deduct 36 for the discount on assig- 
nats, and this apparent enormity of evil is reduced to 4 
per cent. Through the month of January 1791, the course 
was 25| ; this was 15 per cent, disadvantage and deducting 
5 for the discount on assignats, the real disadvantage was 
10. Thus the exchange in January, 1792 is 6 per cent, more 
favourable to France than in 1791 ; a remark, however, which 
must not be extended to any other case, and touches not 
on the internal mischiefs of a depreciated currency. It 
seems to shew, that the evils of their situation, )aO lVt\\e 
understood by the generality of people here, are coTre<i^"VSi? 



TBAVELS nr FEANCE. 

themselves, relative to fordgnerB, througli the operation of 
the cauEeii I have meationed. It is at the same time to be 
remarked, that while the price of com. and other things, 
in which there ie no competition by foreigners, rises merely 
on account of a scarcity, real or apprehensive ; at the eajne 
time, every thing bought by foreigners, or which can be 
bought by them, has risen greatly; for instance, the cloth 
of Abbeville, a French commodity, has liaen from 30 liv, 
to 42 liv. the aulne ; and copper, a foreign commodity, has 
increased, it ia asBerted, in the petition of the Nonnaa 
manufactures to the Wafcional Assembly, 70 per cent. 
Such a fabric may suffer ; but if their pins fell proportion- 
ably with other things, the evil, it must be admitted, tends 
to correct itself. 

Finances. — ^The prominent feature is the immensity of 
the debt which, increases every hour. That which bears 
interest, may be about 5,000,000,000 liv. ; and assignats, 
or the debt not bearing interest, may be grossly esti- 
mated at 1,500,000,000 liv.; in all 6,500,000,000 "lie. or 
284,375,0001. sterling: a debt of such enormity, that no- 
thing but the most regular, and well paid revenue, could 
enable the kingdom to support it. The annual deficit may 
be reckoned about 250,000,000 liv. at pregent, but improve- 
able by a better collection of the revenue. The following 
is the account for the month of Pebmaiy 1792. 



Eecette 20,000.000 

D^pensea extraordinaire do 1792 . 12,000,000 

Id. pour 1791 .... 2,000,000 

Avances au depart, de Paris . 1,000,000 

Deficit 43,000,000 

68,000,000 



!i am afraid that any attempt to support such infinite 
burthens, must continue to deluge the kingdom with paj 
till, like Congress dollars in America, circulation 
altogether. There seems to be no remedy tut a 
ruptcy, which is the best, easiest, and most bem 
measure to the nation, that can be embraced ; it is also' 
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most just and tlie most lionouiable ; all aliif tmg expedients 
are, in fact, more miscliievoua to the people, and yet leave 
government as deeply involved, as if no recourse had been 
made to them. If the milice hourgeohe of Paris is ho 
interested in the funds, as to render this too dangerous, 
there does not appear to be any other rule of conduct, 
than one great and last appeal to the nation, declaring, 
that they must either drstboy public obedit, ob be de- 
BTKOYED BT IT. If the National Assembly have not rirtue 
and courage enough thus to extricate France, she roust at 
all events, remain, however free, in a state of political 
debility. 

The impossibility of levying the maonomiitet, land-tax, is 
found in France to be as great in practice as the principles 
of it were absurd in theory. 1 am informed (February 
1792), that the confusion arising from this cause, in almost 
every part of the kingdom, is great. The tax of 300 
miUions, laid on the rental of France, would not be more 
than 2«. fid. in the pound; too great a burthen on just 
political principles, but not a very oppressive one had it 
been once fairly assessed, and never afterwards varied. 
But, by pursuing the jargon of the prodidt net, and making 
it variable, instead of fixed, every species of inconvenience 
and uncertainty has arisen. The assembly divided the 
total among the departments ; the departments the quotaa 
among the districts ; the districts among the municipali- 
ties ; and the municipalities assembled for the assessment 
of individuals : the same decree that fixed the tax at 300 
millions, limited it also not to exceed one-fifth of the 
proditit net ; every man had therefore a power to reject any 
assessment that exceeded that proportion ; the consequence 
was, the total assigned to the municipalities, was scarcely 
any where to be found, but upon large farms, let at a 
money-rent in the north of France ; among the small pro- 
prietors of a few acres, which spread over so large a part , 
of the kingdom, they all screened themselves under defini- 
tions, of what the produit net meant ; and the result ■waa, 
that the month of December, which ought to have pTO- 
duced 40 miUionB, really produced but 14. So practicaHi.e 
has this visionary nonsense of the ^oduit net prO'seAi 
under the dispensations oE a iul'TO dciiioerin,-y. tUm ' " ~ ' 
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tng nominalty ' hj representatives. The fact has been, that 
this Ul-coneeiTed and ill-laid land-tax, which, under a 
different management, and under the orderly govemmeut 
of the settled part of America, might have been effectiTelj 
productive, has been bo contrived, that it never will, and 
never can produce what it was estimated at in France, 
The people, without property, have a direct interest in 
seconding the refusals of others to pay, that are in the 
lowest classes of property, and who con really ill afford it; 
one great objection to all land-taxes, where possessions are 
much divided. With power in such hands, the refusal ia 
effective, and the national treasury is empty. But sup- 
posing such euonaouB difficulties overcome, and these little 
properties valued and taxed ou some practicable plan, from 
that moment there must be a new valuation every year; 
for, if one has wealth enough to improve beyoud the 
capacity of the rest, they immediately shift a proportion 
of their tax on him ; and this has accordingly happened, 
early as it is in the day, and indeed is inherent in the 
nature of the tax, as promulgated by the assembly.^ Thas 
annual assessments, annual confusion, annual quarrels, 
and bcart-bumiugs, and annual oppression, must be the 
consequence; and all this because a plain, simple, and 
practicable mode of assessment was not laid down by the 
legislature itself, instead of leaving it to be debated and 
fought through 500 legislatures, on the plan, purely ideal 
and theoretical, of the tBoonomistes ! 

Police of corn. — The National Assembly has been of late 
repeatedly employed in receiving complaints from varions 
departments, relative to the scarcity and high price of com, 
and debates on it ar^, and votes pass, which are printed, 
to satisfy the people that all precautions are taken to pre- 
vent exportation. Such a conduct shews, that they tread in 
the steps of Mens, Necker, and that they consequently may 

' Whtther nominally, nr really, is not of consequence, if effKlit* 
qoalificationa of property be nqf, aX. e*ery step, the guard, as in lb" 

^ " Auuitnt que Ips <>|><^-i'iitions preliminaircs scront terminer 
officiera munlcipaux eC itjs Lunnaieaairca adjoinu fsront, en lenr Afl 
cience I'evaluiLtion itu revenue net ika diHcrenles prDprifitslJ 
Mdel>communan(eii!Otionp«ir lection." " JonmaldeaBuud 
i. p. 510. 
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espect, witli a crop but sliglitly deficient, to see a. famine. 
In the " Gfazette Nationale," of Marcli 6, 1792, 1 read, in 
the journal of the Assembly, Inquietiidee — precautions 
prises— eommigeavree envoyes — veiller a, la tubsistance du 
peuple — fonds pour acketer dee graine ehex Vetranger — dix 
millions-— &c. Now this is precisely the blind and infat- 
nated conduct of Mons. Neeker. If these steps ere neces- 
eary to be taken (which is impossible), why talk of and 
print them ? Why alarm the people, by shewing youraelves 
alarmed? Forty-five millions loss, in the hands of M, 
Necker, purchaaed not three days com from France ; ten 
millions will not purchase one day's consumption ! but the 
report and parade of it will do more mischief than the loss 
of five times the quantity : without being in Prance, I am 
dear, and can rely enough npm principles to know, that 
iiheBe measures will raise, not sink the price. One of the 
many instances in legislation, that proves the immense dif- 
ference (regarding the cases of France and the United 
States) between a representation of mere population, and 
one of property ! M — pour prSoenirles inquietudes qui pour- 
raient arriver I'annee prochaitie et les Buiva/ates, Vassemblee 
doit e'oecuper des ee mow.ent d'wa plan general swr les sub- 
tiatanees — There is but one plan, absolute fkebdom; and 
you will shew, by accepting or rejecting it, what class of 
the people it is that you represent. Proclaim a free trade, 
and from that moment ordain that an inkstand be crammed 
instantly into the throat of the first member that pro- 
nonnces the word com. 

Prohibition of tJie Export of the raw Materials of Manu- 
factures. — The last information I have had from Prance ia 
a confirmation of the intelligence our newspapers gave, 
that the National Assembly had ordered a decree to be 
prepared for this prohibition. It seems that the master 
manufacturers of various towns, taking advantage of the 
great decline of the national fabrics, made heavy com- 
plaints to the National Assembly ; and, among other means 
of redress, demanded a prohibition of the export of cotton, 
silk, wool, leather, and, in general, of all raw materials. It 
was strenuously opposed by a few men, better acquainted 
r ti)»a the common mass with political principles, hut in 
j, and orders were given to prepare the docite, ^whicb 
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ssured will pass. Aa I have, in various papers in 
tlie " Ann uls of Agriculture," entered much at lai^e into 
this question, I Bhall only mention a, few circuinetancea 
liere, to convince Frajjce, if possible, of the mischievoua 
and most pernicious tendency of such a system, which will 
be attended with events little thought of at present in that 
tingdom. As it is idle to have recourse to reasoning, when 
facts are hand, it is only necessary to describe the effect of 
a similar prohibition in the case of wool in England: — 1, 
The price is sunk by it 50 per cent, helow that of all the 
countries around us, which, as is proved by documents un- 
questionable, amounts to a land-tax of between three and 
four millions sterling ; bein^ so much takan from land 
and given to manufactures. 2d, I^^ot to make them flou- 
rish ; for a second curious fact is, that of aU the great 
fabrics of England that of wool is kaet prosperous, and 
has been regularly most complaining, of which the proofs 
are before tho public ; the policy therefore has failed ; and 
because it fails in England, it is going to be adopted in 
France. The home monopoly of wool gives to the manu- 
facturers so great a profit, that they are not solicitoua 
about any extension of their trade beyond the home pro- 
duct ; and to this it is owing that no foreign v^ool, Spanish 
alone excepted (which is not produced here), is imported 
into England. The same thijig will happen in JVance; 
the home-price will fall ; the landed interest will be robbed ; 
and the manufacturer, tasting the sweets of monopoly, will 
no longer import aa before : the fabric at large wiU receive 
no increase ; and all the effect will be, to give the master 
manufacturer a great profit on a small trade : he will gain, 
but the nation will lose, 3d, The most flourishing manufac- 
ture of England is that of cotton, of which the manufacturer 
is so far from having a monopoly, the ^ths of the material 
are imported under a duty, and our own exportable dutyfree. 
The nest (possibly the first) is that of hardware ; English 
iron is exported duty free, and the import of foreign pays 
21. 16s, 3d. a ton ; English coals exported in vast quantities. 
Glass exhibits the same spectacle ; English kelp exportable 
duty free, and 16a. fid. a ton on foreign ; raw silk pays 3». 
a lb. on import ; export of British hemp and flax undressed 
's free, foreign jjays a duty on import; British rags, 
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taking paper, exportable duty free ; un wrought tin, lead, 
ad copper all exportable either free or under a slight 
atj. The immense progress made by these manufac- 
ires, particularly hardware, cotton, glass, flax, and earth- 
Ti-ware, another in which no monopoly of material can 
dst, is known to all Europe ; they are among the greatest 
ibrics in the world, and have risen rapidly ; but note (for 
merits the attention of ^France), that wool has ex- 
3rienced no such rise.^ Our policy in wool stands on fact, 
leref ore convicted of rottenness ; and this is precisely the 
)licy which the new government of France copies, and 
:tends to every raw material ! 4th, The free trade in raw 
.aterials is necessary, like the free trade in com, not to 
jnd those materials abroad, but to secure their production at 
3me ; and lowering the price, by giving a monopoly to the 
lyer, is not the way to encourage farmers to produce. 5th, 
ranee imports silk and wool to the amount of 50 and 60 
illions a year, and exports none, or next to none ; why pro- 
.bit an export, which in settled times does not take place ? 
t the present moment, the export either takes place, or it 
)es not take place ? if the latter, why prohibit a trade which 
is no existence ? If it does take place, it proves that the 
anuf acturers cannot buy it as heretofore : is that a reason 
hy the farmers shotdd not produce it? Your manufac- 
irers cannot buy, and you will not let foreigners ; what is 
lat but telling your husbandmen that they shall not pro- 
ice ? Why then do the manufacturers ask this favour ? 
hey are cunning : they very well know why ; they have 
le same view as their brethren in England — solely that 
: SINKING THE PRICE, and thereby putting money in their 
vn pockets, at the expence of the landed interests. 6th, 
U the towns of France, contain but six millions of people ; 
le manufacturing towns not two millions : why are twenty 
illions in the country to be cheated otlt of their property, 
I order to favour one-tenth of that number in towns? 
;h, In various passages of these travels, I have shown, the 
retched state of French agriculture, for want oi Tn-ox^ 
leep ; the new system is a curious way to effect an incre^'s*^ 

^ Exports 1767, 4,758,0951. In 1767,4,277,4621. In 1777, 3,7 4a, &^'''^' 
I 1787, 3,687,7951. See this subject fully examined, ** iS^Tmal^ *^ 
griculture," vol. x. p. 235. 
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— by lowering the profit of keeping them. Stb, The 
mannfactnrerB, under the oW B^stem o£ freedom, bought 
raw materialB from other natione, to the amount of several 
millioiiH, besides working up all the produce of France; 
if sinking the price be not their object, what is? Can thej 
desire to do more than this ? If under the new goveni- 
ment their fabrics do not flourish as under the old one, ii 
that a reason for prohibition and restriction, for robbery 
and plvinder of the landed interest, to make good their own 
losses ? And if such a demand is good lo^c in a manufac- 
turer's counting-house, is that a reason for its being 
received in a NATIONAL ASSEMBLY! ! 

One of the most curious inquiries that can be made by 
a traveller, is to endeavour to ascertain how much per cent 
a capital invested in laud, ajid in farming-stock, will retam 
for cultivation in different countries ; no person, according 
to my knowledge, has attempted to eiplain this very im- 
portant but difficult problem. The price of land, the in- 
terest of money, the wages of labour, the rates of all sort* 
of products, and the amount of taxes, must be calculated 
with some degree of precision, in order to analyze ttiii 
combination. I have for mauy years attempted to gain in- 
formation on this curious point, concerning various coun- 
tries. If a man in Englaiid buys land rented at 12b. an 
acre, at thirty years purchase, and cultivates it himself, 
making five rents, he will make not more than from 4| to 
5 per cent, and at most 6, speaking of general culture, and 
not estimating singular spots or circumstances, and includ- 
ing the capital invested in both land and stock. I loam, 
from the correspondence of the best farmer, and the greatest 
character the new world has produced, certain circum- 
stances, which enable me to assert, with confidence, thti 
money invested on the same principles, in the middle statOT 
of North America, will yield considerably more than doubto 
the return in England, and in many instances the treU* 
of it. To compare Prance with these two cases, is 
difficult : — had the National Assembly done for the 
culture of the kingdom what France had a right to 
from FBEBDOM.the account would have been advaal 
For buying at 30 yeara purchase, stocking the 8_ 
in Fnglund, and reckoning products 6 per cent. lo^ 
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price (about the fact), the total capital would liave paid 
from 65 to 6^ per cent. ; land-tar reckoned at 3s. in the 
" 'ch ia the pm 
e kingdom/ It ia true, that 
change would make an enormous difference, for when ex- 
change is at 15, this ratio per cent, instead of 5^ becomes 
11, if the capital is remitted from Britain ; but as that im- 
mense loss (50 per cent.), on the exchange of France, arises 
from the political state of the kingdom, the same cireum- 
Btances which cause it, would be estimated at so much 
hazard and danger. But bring to account the operations of 
the HationaJ Assembly, relating to the non-inclosure of 
commons : the land-tax, variable with improvements (an 
article sufficient to stifle the thoughts of such a thing) ; 
the export of com at an end ; the transport every where 
impeded; and your granaries burnt and plundered at the 
pleasure of the populace, if they do not like the price ; and, 
above all, the prohibition of the export of all materials of 
manufactures, as wool, &c. and it is sufficiently clear, that 
America offers a vastly more eligible fidd for the invest- 
ment of capital in land than France does; aproof that the 
meaisurea of the National Aeaembly have been ill-judged, 
ill-advised, and uupoliticsl: I had serious thoughts of 
settling in tbat kingdom, in order to farm there ; hut the 
two measures adopted, of a variable land-tax, and a prohi- 
bition of the export of wool, damped my hopes, ardent as 
they were, that I might have breathed that fine climate, 
free from the extortiona of a government, stupid in this 
respect as that of England. It is. however, plain enough, 
that America is the only country that affords an adequate 

' But tbia land-tax is variable, and therefore impossible la estimate 
Bpivratelj ; if jou remain no better farmers than jour French ueigh- 
bours, il U ea much; but if jou improire, you are raised, and ihsy an 
tiutk; all tbat has, imd can be aaid agpinst tythca, boars with equal 
bme against iiuah a tax. And though this impoBttion cuinot go by die 
prB»ent kw beyond 4b. in the pound, it would be very easy to shew, by 
a plain calculation, that *a. in the pound, rising with tniprotwmenl , is a 
tax irapoaBiblfi to be borne iy o/M roio timpropea ; and conaequEiitVY ^ 'Cm* 
it is a direct tax on improvement; and it is a tax in the very -wors^^wm. 
Bince the power to lay and inforco it, ia not in the govf " ' 

kingdom, but in the maoiuipal government of the parish. 

r, with whom you may bo on iH lernw, ^^^ 'l'" 

-' - * lo heari-bamings an^ tyranny »" fom 
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ifit, and in which a, man, who calcalatea with inf«lligeiice 
precieion, can think of investing his capital. How dif- 

!nt would this have hcen, had the Natjonal Assembly 
conducted themselvea on principles directly contrary j bad 
they avoided all land-taxes ;' hiid they preserved tho free 
corn-trade, a trade of import more than esport ; had they 
been silent upon inclosures ; and done nothing in relation 
to raw matenaJs, the profit of iovestmeata would have been 
higher in France thaji in America, or any country in the 
world, and immense capitals would have flowed into tbe 
kingdom from every part of Europe : scarcity and famine 
would not have been heard of, and the national wealth 
■would have been equal to all the exigencies of the i>eriod. 



I 

de- 
3 Honae 
hear i^^ 



April 26. 179S 

In the last moment which the preparation for public*' 
tion allows me to use, the intelligence is arrived of a de- 
claration of war on the part of France against the House 
of Austria; — the gentlemen in whose company I hear 
all announce destruction to France ; — they will be heati 
they leant discipline; — Ihey kane no giAordinaiion 

' To have avoided 
moat popuUr meaanre, in n kingdom « . _ 

Prance is. No lar ia so henvy upon a Btoall proprietor ; and lh» 
aeonomuiea might linvR foreseen what has happened, that such little 
democratic owners would not pay the tax ; but taxcB on consomptioD, 
laid as in England, and not in the inramoae methods of the old gorern- 
manl of France, would have been paid by them in a light proportion, 
without knowing it ; but the acimomiata, to be conaiatent with their old 
pernicious doctrines. Cook crery step to make all, except land-taxe). 
unpopular; and the people were ignorant enougli to be decoiied into 
the opinion, that it was better to pay a tax on the bread put into their 
children's montba^and, what is worse, on the land which ought, hot 
does not produce that bread, than to nay an exoiae on tobocro and salt, 
better to pay a tax wbieh is demanded equally, whether they have ot 
have not trie money to pay it, than a duty which, mingled with the price 
of a luxury, is paid in the easiest mode, and at the most conveniiol 
moment. In the writings of tbe mcmuna^tfa, jou hear of a free con 
trade, and free export of every thitig being the racompence fi ' ' 
"ax; but see their actions iti poYver— they impoM the b — 
brgel the recompence ! 
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this idea I find general. So cautiously as I have avoided 
prophetic preHumption through, the preceding pages, I shall 
scarcely assume it ao late in my labours ;— but thus much 
I may venture, — that the expectation of destruction to 
France has many difficulties to encounter. Give all you 
pleaae to power of field evolution, depending on the utmost 
strictness of discipline — you must admit that it bears only 
on the question of battles. But guarded as France is, by 
the most important frontier fortresses the world knows, 
why hazard battles P Uodiaciplined troops behind ■waUs 
and within works, are known on experience to be efEective : 
and where are the resources to be found that shall attack 
those strong holds, 700 miles from home ? I was at Lisle, 
Metz, and Strasbourg ; and if the military intelligence I had 
was accurate, it would demand 100,000 men, completely 
provided with everything for a siege, three months to take 
either of those towns, supposing them well provided and 
■well defended. We know, on positive eiperience, what the 
Austrians and Prussians led by some of the greatest men 
that have existed, were able to do in sieges, when under- 
taken at their owa doors ; — what will they effect against 
places ten times as strong and] 700 miles from home ? It 
JB a matter of calculation— of pounds and shilhngs j — not 
of discipline and obedience. 

But many depend on the deranged state of the French 
finances; that derangement flows absolutely from a vain 
attempt at preserving public credit : — the National As- 
sembly will see its futility ; misery ; ruin ; the katiok 
must be preserved — what on comparison ib public credit ? 

The divisions, factions, and internal disturbances, offer 
to others the hope of a civil war. It ought to be a vain 
hope. During peace, such difficulties fill the papers, and 
are dwelt upon, tiU men are apt to think them terrible ; in 
war they are tbeabon, and the gallows sweeps from the 
world, and the columns of a gazette the actors and the 
recital, 

Oil and vinegar — fire and water— Pnissians and Aus- 
trians are united to carry war amongst 26 millions of men, 
arranged behind 100 of the strongest fortresses in the 
"world. — If we are deceived, and Frenchmen are not fond 
iom, but will fight for despotism — sonaetbing may 
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be done ; for then Prance falls by tbe power of France : 
but if united but tolerably, the attack will be full of diffi- 
culties in a country where every man, woman, and child is 
an enemy, that fights for freedom. 

But, suppose this idea erroneous — suppose an impression 
made — and that the German banners were flying at Paris. 
— ^Where is the security of the rest of Europe ? Is the 
division of Poland forgotten ? Is an unforeseen union of 
two or three great powers to protrude through Europe a 
predominancy dangerous to all P Gentlemen, who indulge 
their wishes for a counter-revolution in France, do not, 
perhaps, wish to see the Prussian colours at the Tower, nor 
the Austrian at Amsterdam. Tet success to the cause 
might plant them there. Should real danger arise to 
France, which I hold to be problematical, it is the business, 
and direct interest of her neighbours, to support her. 

The revolution, and anti-revolution parties of England, 
have exhausted themselves on the French question ; but 
there can be none, if that people should be in danger :— 
We hold at present the balance of the world ; and have 
but to speak, and it is secure. 
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174, 179. 
St. Gaudens, 34. 
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Target, 178. 
'^ Taxes in France, 314. See also 
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Thuytz (Thueyts), 242, 243, 244. 
Tonnance (Tonneins), 66. 
Tote (T6tes), 147. 
Toulon, 263. 
Toulon, affair of, 304. 
Toulouse, 31,32, 33. 
Tourbilly (Turbilly), 137, 138,139. 
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Tour du Pin, la, 281. 
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Toury, 17. 
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also Free Trade. 
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